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Aire  0(5tober  7. 


E  left  Calais  this  morninsr,  and  catne  to  St, 
Oiocrs  in  the  cxpertation  of  receiving  fuch  informa- 
tion as  would  determine  us  whether  it  might  be 
expedient  to  take  Lille  in  our  v/ay  to  Paris:  for  at 
Cd'ais  the  accounts  were  contr^idiftory  ;  according  to 
fomc  the  ficge  was  r-»ifed,  according  to  others  it  flill 
continued. 

On  arriv^ing  at  St,  Omers.  Ave  were  afTured  that  the 
Aviftiian  army  hiid  retired  ftom  before  Lille.  We 
therefore  fct  out  directly  for  this  place,  and  ariived 
jviif  liine  enou^^h  to  be  admitted  before  the  gate^  were 
{hut  ;  but  we  hdd  very  great  difficulty  in  finding  lodg- 
ings: all  the  'nns  beinj  full  of  peOjjle,  particularly  of 
women  and  vhildren  from  Lille,  ^e  were  obliged  to 
drive  about  in  the  dark  from  inn  to  inn  for  a  t  onfi- 
dciable  time  tiefoie  we  cou  d  fi  rd  on."  lo  rcciivc  us  ; 
and  at  Ufl  were  olad  10  be  allowed  to  take  (h^'lier  in  a 
niilerable  n^fty  houie,  with  the  fign  of  the  Three 
Kings  over  the  door.  Notiiing  can  be  a  flionger 
proof  of  the  T»egledcd  a-^d  delpded  ftatc  of  this  mn, 
than  th  jt  a  fign  fo  obnoxious  is  tolerdtcd,  or  rather 
Gvei  looked.  A  2 
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We  were  much  dirappointed  on  our  arrival  at  Aire, 
fo  find  the  accounts  of  the  retreat  of  the  A^ilrians 
irom  before  Lille  as  uncertain  and  con'tradilRjry  as 
thofe  of  Calais.  Not  trading  to  tlipP^m formation  I 
received  at  our  own  wretched  inn,  I  went  to  a 
cotFee  houfe  in  fearch  of  foine.rsore  t^be'  depended 
on  :.  I  add  re  fifed  myfelf  to  a  grave  looking  mai>  who 
fmokcd  his  pipe.at  the  door;  I  foon  found  that  he 
knew  nolt.ing  of  the  matter,  and  was  more  difpofed 
to  afii  qaeflions  than  to  anfwer  them.  He  faid  he 
p.^rcejved  I  w<^sa  ftranger, and  afk.ed  where  I  lodged;., 
i^anrwcrcd,  /tJx  tr  is  Rois  •'  Aux  Trois  Rois  !'*  re- 
peated he  with  a  grim<ice,  *'  ma  foi,  Moufieui,  vouz 
avez,  clioifi  ia  des  hotcs  gt^xi  ne  font  plus  a  la  mode*." 

Although  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  Aire,  with 
whom  I  converfed,  could  inform  me  whether  the 
Auftirians  had  left  Lille  or  not.  they  were  all  able  and 
molt  willing  to  tell  m-any  ftories  of  their  cruelties. 
Whether  they,  added  aught  in  inalice  I  know  not,  but 
I  am  perfuaded  (hey  d\a  nothing  extenuate.  The  maid 
of  the  inn,  after  giving  a  territlc  account  of  the  de- 
flruftion  occdfioned  h\  xhc  piU^iging  in  the  villages,, 
faid  it  was  notealy  to  tell  whether  the  Hulans  or  the 
red-hot  bullets  were  the  mofl  miiclut^vous ;  but  con- 
tinued fhc,  "  Ce  qui  eil  certain,  Moniieur,  eft.  que 
ie  fa'^g  coulc  dans  ce  pauvre  LiUe  dvpuis  huit  )c-ars 
comrne  I'rau  coule  dans  les  rues^d'Aire — ah  !  iVIonfi- 
eur,  cela  dechire  le  ccEur  !  +  " 

Having  pronounr-d  this  with  a  f\  mpathifmg  ac- 
cent, fhe  went  out  of  the  room,  and  I  heard  her  hng- 
in'J.a  very  gay  tune  as  'he  wenidovvn  flairs. 

*  At  the  three  Kinji:sl — Truly,  Sir,  you  have  chofen  your 
loflgiugs  with  people  who  arc  not  much  in  falhion  ut  prcltiit. 

•f-  What  is  quite   certain,  is,  that  blood  fW)"ws  in  that  poor 
town  of  i.il  e,  in   as  grc; :U  abuixlince  as  wutcr  in  the  lireets  o£.. 
Aice.     It  is  enough  to  Li  ok  one's  heart. 
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The  road  to  Pails  this  way  is  mucli  more  agreeable 
than  that  by  Boulogne,  the  land  being  more  fertile, 
the  fiehfi^better  CiiUivated,  the  country  better  inhabi- 
ted, and  the  p^u^^ntry  richer.  A  greal'^al  of  tobac- 
co is  raifed  in  the  Country  around  Stc^c^crs,  and  be- 
tween that  town  and  Aire  :  the  leaves  are  hung  up 
to  drv  on  the  walls  of  the  cottages,  and  on  the  iides 
of  the  (lacks  of  corn  and  of  beans  in  the  faim- 
yards. 

We  pafled  long  trains  of  waggons  with  grain  for 
the  army  now  aflembling  near  Lille. 

Arras,  Odober  8. 

Airlifts  the  appearance  of  a  very  poor  town,  and 
it  might  be  imagined  that  the  number  of  women  and 
childr.-n  who  have  fled  to  it  from  Lille  would  render 
:t  alfo  a  very  melancholy  place  :  I  could  not  help  rc- 
^  marking,  however,  that  the  firft  thing  we  heard  lafl 
night  when  we  entered  the  town,  wasthetune  ofc^zVa; 
and  on  quitting  it  this  morning  the  l?.me  tune  was  re- 
founding  through  the  (Ireets,  the  palTengers,  whether 
going  to  their  work  or  to  matins,  ^^^moving  their  heads 
and  fleps  in  cadence  all  the  way. 

As  a  great  many  poft-horfes  are  employed  in  the 
public  fervice,  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  we  got 
to  Bethune.  When  we  arrived  at  the  poft-houfe, 
which  isQrt  th?  outfideof  the  fortifications,  we  were 
inforrrved.  that  we  could  not  get  horf^s  for  the  chiiife 
in  lc"fs  than  three  or  four  hours,  and  none  for  the 
fervants  even  then. 

We  walked  into  the  town,  which  is  beautifully 
fituated  on  a  riling  ground,  with  a  deligl  tf.il  profpeft 
of  a  righ  countr^'  a!l  around.  It  was  market  c  av,  and 
ttie  town  was  crowded  with  well  dretled  cheerful 
looking  pealants. 
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W'e  entered  into  converfation  with  an  officer  cf 
cavalry  on  the  public  fquare  :  he  had  left  L},lle  three 
days  before.  He  faid  that  the  firing  WiiS' violent  when 
he  cj:rie  away,  but  there  had  been  none  heard  fincc 
Saturday  night: — this  is  Monday.  He  had  hnce 
heard  that  the  enemy  had  retired  to  the  diftance  of  a 
league  from  the  town  ;  whether  they  meant  to  renew 
the  boa«bardment  or  not.  he  did  not  know,  but  at  any 
rate  he  was  pcrfuaded  they  would  not  be  able  to  take 
the  town,  as  the  inhabitants  were  relolved  to  be  buri- 
ed in  the  ruins  rather  than  furrender. 

Another  perfon  accoftcd  me  foon  after,  as  1  was 
looking  at  the  tree  of  Liberty  which  is  plante(^in  the 
market  place;  it  was  huna  round  with  gailands  of 
flowers,  with- emblems  of  freeciom,  and  various  in- 
Icriptions,  He  informed  me  that  it  was  not  vet  cer- 
tainly known  wh;  ther  the  Auflrians  had  entirely  re- 
linquilhed  ihci*-  attack  on  Lille  *,  that  at  the  worfl  they 
could  only  deftrov  th.e  houfes,  but  would  never  be 
able  to  take  the  town.  On  my  afkingif  he  thought 
we  fhould  be  allowed  to  eriter  the  town,  in  c^ie  we 
were  to  proceed  by  that  route,  he  anfwered,  that  the 
town  had  never  been  entirely  blockaded,  and  that  e- 
ven  during  the  bombardment,  which  was  made  on 
the  cppohte  fide,  the  gate  towards  Bethune  had  been 
kept  open  for  feveral  hours  every  day;  that  as  wc 
were  provided  with  pafTports  we  would  be  admitted 
as  foon  as  we  ai  rived,  but,  he  added,  that  the  roads 
were  v;  ry  much  cut  and  deftroyed,  and  he  queilion-. 
ed  whelhtj^we  fhould  find  horfes  at  the  ])oit-houfes 
between  Bethune  and  Lille.  On  the  whole,  he  faid, 
we  muil  expeft  to  meet  with  many  obflacles,  and 
therefore  advil^  d  us  to  go  to  Paris  bv  Arras. — We 
determined  to  follow  his  advice.  He  then  explained 
the  allegoric  fiures  that  had  b  en  placed  round  the 
tree  of  Liberty  two  days  before  on  account  oi  lom.e 
public  feaft  or  rejoicing  :  this  led  him  on  to  Ipeak  of 
the  1'^   olution,  to  which  h©  appeared  to  be  a  zealous 
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f/Iend.  He  profeffed  a  great  enecm  for  the  Englifliy 
becaufe  they  are  the  fiiendsof  freedom  ;  and  added, 
that  ahhouiih  iomc  of  his  acquaintance  bad  a  ftrong 
periuafion  that  the  BrIti{L  cabinet  was  watching  for 
an  opportunity  of  declaring  againll  Fiance,  w  her,  fhe 
was  attacked  and  menaced  by  fo  many- other  powers, 
yet  he,  for  his  pari,  could  noi  believe  that  fo  cow- 
ardly a  pol'cy  would  be  adopted  bv  Ip  brave  a  nation, 
Theconduft  of  the  French  couit  towards  Great  Bri- 
tain during  the  cpnted  with  America  occuired  to 
me,  but  I  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  remind  him  of 
it.  He  continued  to  obferve,  that  France  being  now 
unanimousfor  a  repubirc,  all  the  efforts  of  their  ene- 
mies to  conquer  the  country,  or  diflate  a  government 
to  the  inhabitants,  would  prove  vain  ;  they  would  be 
exterminated,  rather  than  fubmit  to  foreign  powers," 
or  to  their  old  opprelTors. — *•  We  have  been"  added 
he  with  great  warmih,  *'  too  long  opprefTed  by  a  race 
of  wccik  luxurious  princes,  and  trod  upon  by.an  info- 
lent  yet  fid  vilh  noblelT'  ;  itis  difficuli  to  get  I'lddc  foutss 
ces  verm'nes,  but  as  they  are  now  moflly  gone,  it  will 
be  our  faults  if  we  ever  allow  them  to  return."— 
Here  I  could  not  help  reminding  him,  that  many  of 
the  nobility  had  diflinguifhedthemlelvesasthe  friends 
of  Liberty,  and  fbme  were  aftuaily  at  the  head  of  the 
armies  of  the  republic  at  that  moment;  I  mentioned 
Cuftine,  Biron  and  Montefquieu.  He  acknowledg- 
ed the  merit  of  thole  I  have  named,  and  of  fome  o- 
thers;  "  but  ^s  for  the  greater  part  of  the  reft,"  added 
he.  *'  the  only  fervice  they  ever  rendered  their  coun- 
try was  by  running  away  from  it :  if  they  bar"  all  re^ 
mained,  the  democrates  would  not  have  iuch  an  eafy 
game,  and  I-leaven  knows  what  might  have  happen- 
ed ;  but  thev  aie  gorie,  and  it  is  our  bufinefs  to  keep 
theraofF:  let  them  go  and  crouch  to  other  kings,  and 
domineer  over  other  flaves.  none  are  to  be  found  in 
France."— -This  is  the  land  of  Liberty  and  equality. =-?- 
A  camp  IS  already  formed  at  Douay,  another  is  form- 


{     8    ) 

ing  nearer  Lille  :  IT  thirty  thoufand  more  men  «re 
required,  they  will  be  raifed  in  this  neighbourhood 
vviihoat  difficulty  :  hardly  a  peafant  or  tradelman  in 
France,  bat  is  zealous  in  the  caule  of  freedom,  and 
ready  to  fhed  his  blood  for  his  country." — The  man 
talked  with  luch  animation  of  voice  and  gefture  as 
drew  a  crowd  around  us,  who  all  Teemed  to  fvmpa- 
thife  with  what  be  Taid;  this  was  not  unobferved  by 
the  fpeaker.  who  by  the  looks  he  threw  on  the  fur- 
rounding  circle,  and  by  the  elevation  of  voice,  (hew- 
ed that  he  was  as  folicrtous  to  be  heard  by  it  as  by 
me.. . 

I  was  told  after  he  quitted  me,  that  he  was  not  a 
citizen  oF  Bethune,  as  1  firft  imagined,  but  a  Parifian. 
I  under  (land  that  there  was  many  fpiesand  emiflaties 
in  the  various  towns  of  France,  hired  by  the  execu- 
tive i)Ower  for  the  cxprefs  purpofeof  fpreading  thofe 
fenliments,  and  alfo  to  examine  what  are  the  prevail- 
ing opinions.  Whether  this  man  is  one  of  thofe  I 
know  not,  but  he  could  not  have  (h^wn  himf.^lf  a 
more  zealous  republican  had  he  been  ever  fo  well 
paid  for  it. 

When  we  returned  to  the  pofl-houfe,  we  were  in- 
formed we  might  have  horfes  for  the  chaifes,  but 
there  were  no  bidets  for  the  fervants,  all  of  them  be- 
ing employed  by  the  couriers  who  were  continually 
paffing  and  repaffjng  on  the  public  fervice.  There 
was  a  neceffity  therefore  to  ti^ke  the  (ervantsinto  the 
ch  .  fes,  and  in  this  manner  we  were  dragged  through 
very  bad  roads  to  Arras. 

W'^e  mft  a  battalion  of  national  guards  on  the  way. 
The  citizens  of  Amiens  no  fooner  heard  that  Lille, 
was  invefled,  then  they  raifed,  cloth^  d,  and  armed 
thi-i  battalion  at  their  own  t  x|  ence.  The  men  feem 
in  high  fpirits,  and  were  marching  with  great  ardour. 
to  Lille, 
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Robefplerre  is  a  native  oF  Arras;  this  great  lurri^- 
narv  of  the  revolution  not  only  renders  Arras  more 
confpicuoLis,   but   has  thrown  a  rav   ot    light  on    his 
bi other,    who  lived  here  in  obfcurity,  but  is  now 
chofen  a  deputy  to  the  convention. 

Cuvilly,  0(flol3er  Q. 
We  left  Arras  at  fix  in  the  morning,  and  with 
much  difficulty  arrived  at  this  wre^tched  village  a  httle 
after  it  was  dark:  we  had  been  detained  f  veral  hours 
at  Peronne,  wailing  for'the  r  turn  of  poft-hoifes,  and 
afterwards  till  the  poor  animals  were  fed,  and  had  in 
iume  nsealure  recovered  their  faiigue. 

Peronne  is  ftronglv  fortified,  but  the  only  garrifon 
in  it  at  prefent  confifts  of  citizens;  they  are  however 
well  armed,  and  mofl  of  the  men,  and  all  the  officers, 
are  in  the  uniform  of  the  national  guards. 

A  battalion  of  the  Gens  d'Armes  of  Paris  are  ex« 
pefted  at  Peronne  this  ni  ht.  The  q  iartet-^nafter 
with  foine  other  of  the  corpa  are  already  arrived; 

I  was  witnefs  to  a  fcene  which  wiU'glve  vou  fome 
idea  of  the  kind  of  liberty  which  exil^in  France  at 
prefent.. 

I  had  joined  thr'=e  officers  of  the  city  guards,  who 
were  walking  in  the  Iq  i<-re  opcoiite  to  ih-'  ptsft  houfe. 
One  of  theii).  a  very  genteel  and  obliging  man,  was 
giving  me  wlidt  information  I  .{Ic^rt,  when  two  men, 
in  the  unifonr.of  ihtexpeded  battalion,  cameup  tous, 
and  one  of  them  in  a  hau_,htv  and  mer.dC'ng  mar  nttr, 
demanded  how  it  happened  that  the  fleurs  de  lis  <M:d 
\  other  l\mbois  of  K.vaby,  to  which  he  pf)inted,  were 
not  effaced  from  the  fteepk  and  the  fiont  of  iheiowa- 
houfe. 

The  officer  rerlied,  that  if  was  th<-  hufinefs  of  the 
mayor,  and  he  knew  nothing  aDoul  it.     Go  which; 
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the  other  burft  forth  into  many  abufive  cxprefiions 
againft  the  mayor  calling  him  rafcal  and  ariflocrate,  ■ 
and  (wearing  that  when  he  met  him,  he  would  cut 
him  in  pieces:  as  he  faid  this,  he  drew  his  fabre  and 
ieemed  difpofed  to  quarrel  with  all  around  him. 

Another  officer  of  the  city  guards,  more  advanced 
in  years  than  the  former,  addrelled  this  furious  fel- 
low in  a  foothing  manner,  affuring  him  that  the  mu— 
-  nicipaiity  had  already  given  orders  thai  the  emblems- 
of  which  he  complained  fhoald  all  be  removed;  that 
th'^  reafon  of  its  not  being  alre^idv  done  was  becaufe 
the  mayor,  who  was  a  very  honefl  man,  and  of  courfe 
no  ariftocrale,  had  been  entirely  occuj^ied  in  lending 
neceifaries  to  their  diilrelTt^d  friends  at  Lille,  and  in 
providing  good  quarters  for  the  battalion  of  Parifians 
which  was  expetled. 

This  conciliatory  languag;e  fmoothed  the  threatning  . 
brow  of  the  man,  who  at  lall  fheathed  hisfwojd,  and 
walked  away  with  his  companion.  Each  of  thefe 
fellows  had  a  brace  of  pidols  fluck  in  his  belt,  and 
there  was  iomelhvng  in  their  lookb,  as  well  as  ib.eir 
deportment, ^which  gave  me  a  luipicion  tiiat  they  be- 
longed tothediiatrinating  band  ot  September. 

For  the  firft  two  pofts  after  leaving  Pcronne,  we 
were  continually  m  etin^!,  lm:ill  bod  its  ot  the  (»ens 
d'Armcs  who  wer  hjftening  to  the  relief  ot  L'.lle: 
they  march  in  a  very  fiT<»g^ling  mant)er. ..  Ttie  batta- 
lion ccjnhfis  of  a  thouiand  men;.!  do  not  luppole 
there  was  a'')ove  two  hu  dred  m  a  bodv,  with  the 
colours..  Thrv  cried  as  we  palled,  Vive  la  nation! 
vive  Id  republiquf  I  and  i'^  a  manner  that  faffi  i/-  ily 
denoted  thdi  it  was  expected  we  Ihouid  do  ibe  i-ime, 
which  we  did  ai  corciinji'ly;  but  t  is  ceremony  beco.n- 
ing a  little  latiguini:;,  one  of  the  lervaut^  i,elra;ned  fiom 

joiping  in  th  -  cry  when  h-  was  invited. \  lOidior 

obferving  this,  feizcd  the  bridle  of  his  hone,  and  or- 
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c!ersd  him  to  repeat  the  words;  with  which asthe  man 
did  not  immediately  comply,  dnother  levelled  his 
piece,  and  would  probahlv  have  fited,  if  Lord  I,au« 
derdalc  had  not  darfed  his-  head  out  o^  the  window 
of  the  carriage,  calling  out,  that  the  man  did  not  un- 
land  their  language,  rhat  he  was  un  Anglois  ;  on 
which  the  foldier  rai<ed  his  mufk.<"t.  and  a  young  of- 
ficer waving  Its  hat  and  calling  out  Vivent  les  An- 
glois! we  paflcd  on.  Altl  ough  there  is  no  danger 
of  a  man's  lofing  his  mo'  ey  by  robbery  on  the  high 
way  when  he  travels  in  France,  he  is  in  confiderablc 
danger  of  lofing  his  life,  il  he  happens  not  to  be  at- 
tentive and  obtdient  to  the  word  of  command  on  oc» 
cafions  like  this. 

It  was  fifty  to  one  that  this  fervant  was  not  (hot 
through  the  head,  or  thruft  through  with  a  ba\onet 
for  his  tardinels  in  tht  prelent  inflance  ;  and  if  he 
had,  fome  one  would  have  obferved,  as  the  man  did 
at  Clermont,  C'ft  un  hcmme  de  mains ^  and  no  farther 
notice  would  have  been  taken  of  the  incident. 

The  whole  of  this  battalion  confifled  of  flowt  men, 
all  well  armed  and  well  clothed,  but  there  leemed  to 
be  little  fuhordination  among  then  ;  and  1  under- 
ftand  that,  in  general  there  is  lels  in  thole  regiments 
which  are  foimedol  Parifjansthan  in  the  other  corps. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  poft-houfe,  a  confidera- 
ble number  were  caiouling  and  finging  fongs  ir.  hon- 
our of  the  revolution.  They  feemed  delirous  to  con- 
verJe  with  us,  ardone  who  was  a  good  deal  elevated 
with  wine,  proclaimed  aloud  the  exploiii.  they  were 
to  perform.  ^^  Ahtr  (in\er\  cesGueux  des  utrichienSy* 
faid  he,  "  fron:  Lille,  we  fhall  follow  them  to  Bruf- 
fels,  and  there  pals  the  winter."  Another  aodreflTing 
Lo^d  Lauderdale,  faid,  "Je  vois  bien  que  vouj 
etes  Anglais,  Monfier,  mais  j'efpere  que  vous  n'etes 
pas  du  chambre  des  pairs  qui  font  tous  de,  ••"  here 
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'he  added  a  very  grofs  epithet,  in  too  great  ufe  all  ovtr 
France, 

They  then  proceeded  on  their  march,  vociferating 
certain  fojigs  of  the  grofleft  nature,  and  fhamcfully 
abufive  of  the  King  and  Queen.  Several  were  in  a 
fituation  which  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  march  to 
Peronne  that  d^y.  Their  comrades,  however,  pre- 
pared a  carriage  for  them,  v/hich  at  length  drove  a- 
way. 

I  afked  the  potl-maftcr  if  thofe  men  were  obedient 
to  their  officers  ;  "  Comme  vous  etes  a  moi,  Monfi- 
eur,"  anfwercd  be,  "  et  peur-etre  pas  meme  autant 
•— tommeja  vais  vous  le  prouver  :" — this  excited  my 
cunofny — "  For,"  continued  the  pofl-mafter,  as  I  am 
perfuaded  that  Mon/^^Mr  is  d  man  v; ho  li liens  to  rea- 
jfon,  you  v^ould  par  conlequence  comply  with  what 
I  required,  provided  it  were  juft  and  reafonable  ; 
Y/heieas  thofe  men  never  mind  what  their  officers 
fay,  wh:  ther  it  is  reafonable  or  not." 

There  was  fomething  more  piecife  and  formal  in 
this  man's  manner  than  is  uiual  with  Frenchmen, 
which  induced  me  to  enquire  a  little  ab>out  him  of 
one  ol  the  poftiliions;  who  told  me  he  had  forqnerly 
been  a  fthool-mafler  in  a  neighbouring  village. 

Hegave  us  another  proof  of  his  power  ofreafoning; 
on  his  putting  onlv  two  horles  to  a  chaiie  in  (Had  of 
three,  which  is  ulual,  he  advcriiied  us  that  he  expect- 
ed to  be  paid  lor  three.  1  hinted  that  this  did  not 
feem  quite  reafonable  :  he  immediately  undeitoc^k  to 
prove  that  it  wa5>  highly  reafonable  in  him  to  exatt  as 
much  for  two  i"Otfes  as  for  three,  or,  if  any  diheience 
were  to  be  made,  lomewhat  more:  we  were  all  at- 
tentiot). — "  1  will  have  the  honour,  GeiiK'men,  re- 
fumed  he  with  a  (olemn  air.  of  '.i.aking  this  as  clear - 
as  day  light.     You  mull  all  know  th^^  travell&fs  ar« 
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arc  often  detained  in  the  middle  of  their  journey  by  an 
accident  happening  to  one  of  the  horfes  in  ihcir  carri- 
age;  but  there  is  a  greater  chance  of  this  happening 
to  one  of  three  horfes  than  of  two,"— His  argument 
\ras  allowed  to  be  irrefiflible,  and  he  was  paid  his  full 
demand.  *•  All  that  I  ever  dcfire  of  any  mortal," 
faid  the  poll-njafter  as  he  received  payment,  *'  is  that 
he  will  only  hear  me,  and  liflen  to  the  voice  of  reafon 
—bat  thofe  men  who  are  juft  gone  would  do  neither." 

I  underftood  that  while  he  was  proving  to  them  that 
his  bill  was  very  reafonable,  they  had  cut  him  fhcrt  in 
the  middle  of  his  argument,  and  paid  him  with  half; 
defiring  him  to  rt-colled  that  fait,  which  before  the  re- 
volution cofl  fourteen  fols  the  pound,  was  now  fold  at 
two,  and  that  the  price  of  tobacco  had  been  diminifh- 
cd  in  tlie  fame  proportion. 

Paris,  O6lober  loth. 
Having  left  our  miferable  quarters  a  little  after  five 
this  morning,  we  arrived  at  Paris  about  four  in  the 
afternoon,  palGng  through  the  lines  which  have  been 
forming  in  the  plains  of  St.  Denis.  Military  men 
laugh  at  the  idea  of  defending  fuch  a  town  as  Paris  by 
any  in  trench  ments  which  could  be  made  before  the 
Prullians  come,  if  they  come  at  all ;  and  which,  if 
made,  would  require  a  garrifon  of  a  hundred  ihoufand 
men,  and  all  the  cannon  in  France  to  proted.  The 
Parifians,  however,  feem  pleafed  with  thcfe  intrench- 
ments ;  particularly  the  women,  of  whom  we  obfcrved 
great  numbers,  with  their  ufual  gaiety,  intermingled 
with  the  workmen. 

Having  written  to  an  acquaintance  to  inform  hi« 
about  what  time  we  expedled  to  be  at  Paris,  we  drove 
to  the  Hotel  des  Tuileries,  where  he  had  engaged 
lodgings,  which  were  preferred  on  account  of  their 
vicinity  to  the  Conventional  Afiembly. 
Vol,  II.  U 
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-It  will  not  be  improper  to  mention  here  fome  things 
u'hlch  took  place  in  the  Convention  during  our  abfence 
from  Paris,  but  of  which  1  did  not  know  the  particu- 
lars till  my  return. 

One  mofl  important  objed,  and  which  demanded 
the  early  attention  of  the  Convention,  was  to  vindi- 
cate, as  far  as  is  pofHble,  the  French  nation  from  the 
fpul  /lain  of  the  late  ma^Iacrcs,  by  bringing  the  real 
authors  of  them  to  punilhment.  To  this  the  Conven- 
tion was  invoked  by  jaflice,  and  prompted  by  every 
feeling  of  o«r  naiure. —  In  an  affembly  in  which  iJiere 
are  fome  clergymen,  many  huvy ers,  and,  as  I  am 
tpld».  a  confiderable  number  of  philofophers,  it  was  not 
to  be  fuppofed  that  a  meaflire  (o  necelfary  and  becoming 
would  be  long  delayed.  But  it  is  fomevvhat  extraor- 
dinary, that  a  feaman  was  the  .firft  who  fixed  the  at- 
tention of  the  AfTcmbly  upon  it, 

*'  II  e(l  temps,"  faid  Kcrfaint,  ''delever  des  echa- 
fands  pour  ceux  qui  commettent  ks  airallinats,  ct  pour 
ceax  qui  les  provoquent,  &.c.  ...  II  y  a  pcut-etre  plus 
de  courage  qu'on  ne  penfe  a  s'clcver  contre  Ics  aflallins, 
niais  duiTai-je  tomber  fous  leurs  coups,  je  ferai  digne  de 
la  confiance  de  mes  concitoyens  *.'* 

He  then  moved  that  four  eommiffioners  fhould  be 
immediately  appointed  to  propofe  the  mofl  efFe<5tual 
meafures  for  the  preventing  and  punilhing  a ffafli nation, 
and  that  their  plan  fhould  be  prefented  to  the  Conven- 
tion the  next  day. 

It  could  hardly  be  fuppofed  that  fuch  a  meafarc  would 
be  oppofed. — Strange  as  this  appears,  however,  it  met 
,with  oppofition. 

*  It  is  full  time  to  ereii  fc-iffolds  for  thofe  ivho  commit  ajjaf- 

Cin.itions^  or  prompt  others  to  commit  them^  ire.  .  .  .  Perhaps 

it  requires  more  courage  than  rr eight  he  imagined  to  f peak  agar nft 

alfdjfms^  but  pouli  1  fall  the  vi/iim  of  their  vengeance,  I  fiall 

Jbeiu  m^felf  worthy  of  the  i$nfidence  of  mj  felloiv-citizetis. 
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Baziri  ohfcrved,  dut  France  was  flill  in  the  crilis 
of  a  revolution,  and  very  vigorous  ineafures  \vt:*e  nc- 
ceflary — It  was  true,  he  silJed,  that  many  fufpeflcd 
perfoiis  had  been  arrcfted  and  puniflicd;  thofaperfors 
had  been  endeavouring  to  raife  a  civil  war;  but,  cori- 
tiiiued  he,  there  are  not  four  men  to  be  found  in  all 
France  capable  to  give  a  plan  which  can,  in  the  pre- 
fent  moment,  reconcile  the  public  intcrctl:  with  the 
rights  of  the  citizens, 

Tiilien  (he  who  was  fecretary  to  the  Council  of  the 
Community  on  the  zd  of  September,)  faid,  that  the 
exiting  laws  againft.  alTallination  were  fufEcient  for  the 
fafcty  of  the  ci'Jzens,  and  propofed  iht  order  of  the 
day  to  Kerfaint's  motion. 

Others  alked  for  its  adjournment. 

To  demand  the  adjournment  of  foch  a  motion,  cried 
Vergniaud.  is  to  demand  impunity  for  aflaioins,  to  pro- 
pofe  the  order  of  the  day  is  to  propofc  anarchy — There 
are  men,  added  he,  who  call  theSifelves  republicans, 
and  are,  in  reality,  the  (laves  of  tyrants;  they  fpread 
fofpicions,  hatred  and  vengeance  among  the  citizens— 
ihey  wifn  to  excite  the  French  people,  like  the  foldiers 
of  Cadmus,  to  cut  one  another's  throats  inflcad  of 
fighting  the  common  enemy. 

He  ended  an  eloquent  fpcech  by  fupporting  Ktr- 
'faint's  motion. 

Collot  d'Herbois  and  others  faid,  that  this  motion 
v^as  intended  for  eflablifliing  a  lanv  of  hlood^  and  that 
there  were  men  in  office  who  would  ufe  it  for  the  dc- 
ftru(5lion  of  the  moft  diftinguiflied  patriots. 

Some  of  thofe  whom  Collot  d'Herbois  meant  by  the 
mofl  diflinguiflied  patriots  are  flrongly  fufpc^ed  of 
being  the  planners  of  the   ma flacres— Collot    d'Her- 
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bois  himfcif  is   not  clear  of  this  fufpicion,   which  ac- 
coiims  for  the  oppofition  to  Kerfaint's  motion. 

Merlin  of  Thionville  oppofed  the  motion,  and  went 
fo  far  as  to  aifcrt,  that  the  baker  who  was  murdered  by 
the  mob  fome  months  before,  on  a  fufpicion  of  engroi- 
fmg  grain  to  raife  the  price  of  bread,  had  been  murder- 
ed on  parpofe  to  furaiih  a  pretext  for  proclaiming 
martial  law,  and  by  that  means  to  jaitify  the  troops  for 
firing  on  the  people,  which  was  then  intended,  and  af- 
terwards performed  in  the  Champ  de  Mars.  The 
Queen,  from  motives  of  humanity,  had  fhewn  kind- 
ncfs  and  generofity  to  this  man's  widow  ; — in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  the  ridiculous  faUchood,  now  men- 
tioned by  Merlin,  was  invented  and  propagated. 

Kcrfaintfpokewith  energy  againft  thofe  abfnrd  im- 
putations; and  Btizot,  with  flrong  and  pcrfpicuons 
reafoning,  Ihcwed  that  the  propofed  law  was  not  to 
(bed  blood,  but  to  prevent  blood  from  being  ihed  ;  and 
in  addition  propofed,  that  a  gyard  fliould  be  formed 
from  a i  the  R5  deparcnients  for  the  immediate  protec- 
tion of  the  Convention,  that  each  department  might 
have  the  convi<5lion  that  its  deputies  could  fpeak  and 
vote  freely,  and  were  not  influenced  by  fear  either  of 
the  people  in  the  galleries,  or  of  the  Council  General 
of  the  Community  of  Paris,  which  had  ufnrped  {o 
much  power,  and  had  exerciied  it  with  fo  much  ty- 
ranny. 

It  was  at  laft  agreed,  that  fix  commiffioners  (hould 
be  appointed  to  form  a  law  againft  the  inciters  to  mur- 
der and  alTaflination,  and  alfo  to  give  in  a  plan  for  the 
formation  of  a  guard  to  be  at  the  difpofiil  of  the  Con- 
vention, which  was  to  be  drawn  from  all  the  83  de- 
p^^rtnients,  to  prevent  the  Convention  from  beiiTg  do- 
mineered  over  by  the  General  Council  of  the  Com- 
mune of  Paris  as  the  Legiilative  Aflcmbly  h.id  been. 
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This  General  Council  excrcifes  its  uHrirped  power 
in  a  dreadful  manner:  citizens  are  ft  ill  arrefted  and 
imprifoned  by  orders  iflaed  by  its  members. 

Two  commiiHoners  from  this  council,  declared  at 
the  eleflion  of  the  dep-aty  at  Auxcrre,  that  the  Com- 
Fiinne  of  Paris  pofleffed  the  whole  power  of  the  State ; 
that  thofe  chofen  as  deputies  fhonld  put  their  confidence 
in  the  Commune,  and  not  in  the  National  Ailembly, 
the  miniflers,  or  the  generals. 

CoTimiiUoners  from  tjie  fame  conacil  advifed  the 
inhabitants  of  Douay  to  creft  fcafiolds  on  the  ram- 
parts, and  to  execute  all  who  were  of  a  different  opi- 
nion from  thrm,  as  ariftocrats  and  traitors. 

And  two  other  commifTioners  from  that  commiinlty 
raifed  fuch  a  fpirit  of  infarreftion  at  the  Eledoral  Af- 
fembly  of  Seine  and  Marne,  that  fourteen  perfons  were 
murdered  in  the  tow^r  of  Meax. — Thofe  fails  werc- 
announced  by  different  menibers  of  the  Co.;vention. 

Nothing  therefore  can  be  more  urgent  than  to  de- 
prive this  Community  of  its  ufurped  power  ;  and  for 
this  purpofe  it  ferms  abf^huely  necelTary  that  the  Con- 
vention Ihoald  have  guards,  and  fuch  executive  force 
af  its  command  as  will  overbplancs  ajid  keep  in  avvc 
the  rabble  of  the  faburbs  who  a-re  at-  any  time  to  be 
put  in  afliion  by  the  influence  of  Santerre  and  tlic 
money  of  another  perfon  who  has  a  great  deal  at  his 
command,  which  he  is  faid  to  lavilh  among  the  fans- 
culottes  of  the  faburbs,  when  any  meafure  is  to  be  car- 
ried for  the  interefl  of  the  party. 

Some  time  after  this  a  raofl;  extra:ordinary  fcene  was 

exhibited  in  the  Conventional  Affembly  : — Merlin  de 

Thfionville,  a  man  far  more  diftinguifhc^  for  zeal  than 

prudence,  declared  that  La  Source  had  in  private  corf* 

B  2 
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verfauon  faid,  that  there  was  a  faftion  in  rhe  Conven- 
tion for  eftablilhing  a  dictator,  and  he  called  on  La 
Source  to  announce  who  this  intended  dictator  was, 
that  he  might  be  inftantly  poniarded. 

La  Source,  who  mufl:  have  been  foniewhat  farprifed 
to  hear  a  private,  perhaps  a  confidennal  remark,  pnb- 
liihed  in  this  manner,  explained  what  he  had  faid  dif- 
ferently. He  faid  that  he  had  complained  of  the 
tyranny  of  certain  men,  Vv?ho  flatter  and  deceive  the 
citizens  of  Paris,  and  who  point  out  the  befl  friends 
of  the  people  as  vi6tims  to  the  rage  of  alTafiins  :  that 
fuch  men  were  already  diftators;  that  there  was  the 
greate/l  neccflity  for  an  armed  force  to  fecure  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Convention,  and  prevent  it  from  be- 
ing difta  ted  to  by  thofe  who  had  ufurped  illegal  influ- 
ence.— *•  Let  thofe  men  of  blood,  he  added,  tremble, 
and  know  that  the  fame  power  which  hurled  Louis 
from  his  throne,  will  not  long  fulFer  the  defpoiifm  of 
others. 

But  in  thecourfe  of  the  debate  Rebecqui,  encof  the 
deputies  from  Marfeilles,  in  direct  terms,  atcafed  the 
partizans  of  Robefpeirre  of  a  defign  of  raifing  him  to 
the  didatonhip. 

Danton,  dreading  that  this  might  draw  on  a  dif- 
ciiflion  and  produce  an  invelligation  which  he  wiflied 
to  prevent,  endeavoured  with  Tome  addrefs  to  turn  the 
attention  of  the  AfTembly  to  a  different  objcdt.  He 
moved  that  the  pains  of  death  fhould  be  decreed  on  any 
perfon  who  fhould  attempt  to  dcftroy  the  unity  of 
France,  by  dividing  it  into  different  commonwealths, 
beund  together  by  a  federate  bond,  like  the  United 
Provinces  and  the  Cantons  of  Switzerland.  Danton 
knew  that  Buzot,  Vergniaud,  Gaudct,  and  others 
who  were  eager  for  the  punifliment  of  all  who  had 
been  diredly  or  indireftly  concerned  in  promoting  the 


(     ^9     ) 

murder  of  the  prifoncrs,  were  acciifed  of  inclining  to 
this  plan  of  federative  republics,  wbicb  is  by  i.o  means 
the  wifh  of  the  majority  of  the  Convention— he  there- 
fore intended  to  intimidate  them  from  profecuting  the 
aflalTins,  by  holding  up  the  dread  of  being  accufed 
themfelves. 

Buzet,  fenfible  of  his  intention,  boldly  oppofed  the 
infinuation.  *  Who  is  it,'  he  exclaimed,  '  that  thinks 
ofdifuuiting  France?  I  propofe  that  a  guard  for  the 
Conventional  AiTembly  Ihall  be  furniflicd  by  the  83 
departments,  with  a  view  to  union,  and  thereby  10 
lignify  that  the  Convention  is  equally  under  the  care 
of  thera  all ;  Jhofc  who  oppofe  this  meafure  appear  ra- 
ther to  wifh  for  diiunion,' 

He  put  this  in  fo  clear  a  light,  that  Robcfpierrc 
thought  this  the  only  means  to  prevent  its  evidence 
from  being  apparent  to  the  moft  fhort-fighted  of  the 
AiTembly,  was  by  overwhelming  the  argument  with  a 
torrent  of  words,  and  obfcuring  it  in  a  mifl  of  fophif- 
try,  both  of  which  this  popular  orator  has  at  his  com- 
mand. 

He  began  by  expatiating  on  his  own  patriotifm,  on 
bis  incorruptibility,  and  the  fervices  he  had  rendered 
the  rtate  while  he  fat  in  the  conflituent  aflcmbly, — 
The  theme  was  attradive,  but  becoming  lefs  pleafing 
to  the  audience  than  to  the  orator  hinifelf,  one  of  the 
members  called  out,  '*  Rohefpierre  veux  tu  lien  ier7?ii' 
nsr  cetie  longue  kyrielle ;  declare  nous  franchement  en 
qaatre  mots  tes  fentimens  et  non  ta  vie  paitee."*  This 
however,  did  not  bring  him  to  give  any  explicit  an- 
fwer  to  ths  accufation  ,  he  dwelt  for  an  hour  longer  on 
the  favourite  fubjed  with  which  he  began,  then  launch- 

*  Pray  put  an  end  to  your  tedious  harangue,  and  inform 
tis,  in  two  words,  of  your  fentiments  on  the  point  in  quef- 
tion,  and  not  of  all  your  paft  life. 
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cd  into  proteflations  of  love  for  his  country,  an3  of 
the  incredibility  of  his  ever  forming  any  fcheme  againfc 
that  freedom  for  which  he  had  fo  long  ftruggled  ;  and 
finilhed  by  declaring  his  fufpicions  that  there  were  a- 
mongtlicir  body,  thofe  who  watchedan  opportunity  of 
dividing  Fratice,  and  then  combining  it  into  federate 
Hates;  and  therefore  he  fccondcd  Danton's  motion. 

Barbaronx,  a  young  man,  and  deputy  fiom  Mar- 
feiJles,  in  fiipportof  what  his  colleague  Rcbecqui  liad 
averted,  declared,  that  on  his  arrival  at  Paris,  it  had 
been  infinuated  to  him  by  certain  intimates  of  Robef- 
pierre,  and  particularly  by  Panis,  that  in  the  prefcnt 
emergency  there  was  neceffity  for  uniting  under  fonie 
perfon  of  great  populirity,  in  whom  a  power  equal  to. 
that  of  the  Roman  dilators  fhould  be  placed  for  a  cer- 
tain time ;  and  that  Robcfpierre,  from  his  known  pa- 
triotifm  and  popularity,  was  the  propercft  perfon  they 
could  fix  on  for  that  office. 

Panis  endeavoured  to  defend  hi mfelF  by  faying  that. 
I*;^rbaroux  had  aduredly  either  miftakcn  his  words  or 
meaning. — **  Is  it  pollibie,"  added  he,  wilhing  to  con- 
ciliate liis  accufer,  '*  that  Barbaronx,  whom  I  love, 
bccaufe  I  know  him  to  be  a  good  patriot,  can  believe 
I  ever  meant  fuch  a  thing?" 

This  mani>er  «f  dt^nying  fuch  a  charge  forms  a 
ftrong  prefumption  of  its  truth  ;  for  a  man  would  hard- 
ly fpeak  in  fuch  terms  of  anotlier,  who  accufcd  him 
falfcly  offo  dangerous  an  offence, 

Barbaronx,  however,  was  not  to  be  foftcned,  but 
perfiiled  in  the  charge.  *'  Who,  belides  yourfelf,'* 
cried  Panis.  *<  can  witnefs  that  1  ever  made  fuch  a 
propol'al  ?" 

««  lean,"  cried  Rebecqui,  *'  for!  heard  you." 
This  fecmcd  lo  difconccrt  both  Panis  and  Robcfpierre, 
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and  to  filcnce  and  confound  the  whole  party,  till  Ms- 
rat,  thinking  the  exigency  worthy  of  his  intrepidity  of 
coantc;nance,  afccnded  the  tribune.  He  no  fooner  ap- 
peared than  munners  and  execrations  arofe  in  every 
corner  of  the  Ailembly.  ♦'  It  would  appear,"  faid 
he,  without  any  mark  of  emotion,  **  that  fome  in 
this  AfTcmbly  are  my  perforal  enemies." 

**  All  !  .all!  we  arc  all  your  enemies!"  rcfounded 
from  every  quarter. 

He  lamented  the  general  deluiion  with  the  accent 
of  regret,  and  then  affiiming  an  air  of  courage,  wiih 
a  full  {"well  of  voice,  he  declared  that  he,  and  he  only, 
had  conceived  the  idea  of  appointing  a  di«?}-atorj  that 
he  had  mentioned  it  to  feveral,  fbme  of  whom  may 
have  repeated  it,  but  that  the  thought  was  originally 
his  own..  That,  convinced  as  he  had. long  been  of 
the  plots  of  a  perfidious  court,  and  as  he  Hill  was  of 
thetrcafons  of  many  citizens,  he  thought  the  exigen- 
cy of  the  times  required  that  the  direfcion  of  the  public 
sfFairs  (hould  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  an  honcit  and 
deiermiiied  n>an,  an  enligiitenrd  patriot,  who,  with- 
out fear,  or  refpedl  of  perfons,  would  apply  the  &::e 
of  jujiice  to  the  recks  of  the  guilty.^' — **  Such  is  my 
opinion  "  continued  he;  *'  I  have  publiflicd  it,  and 
if  ycur  ideas  have  not  foared  to  the  height  of  niine>  fo 
much  the  worfe  for  you," 

Such  an  inflated  declaration  ifTuing  from  a  little 
dirty  mortal,  whofe  murky  vifage  fcarce  overlooked 
the  tribune,  turned  the  indignation  of  the  Aflembly 
into  mirth,  and  many  of  the  members  burft  into 
laughter. 

*But  Vergniaud  reftored  the  gravity  of  the  AfTem- 
bly,  by  bringing  forward  a  very  extraordinary  cir- 
cumd^nce,  which  points  out  pretty  plainly  thofe  to 
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wl^om  tbe  maflacres  of  the  prifoners,  no*"  on?y  in  Pa- 
ris, but  in  every  «ther  part  of  Frarce  where  ihey 
took  place,  are  to  be  attributed. 

He  then  read  a  letter  figned  by  certain  members  of 
the  council  of  the  Comtnune  de  Paris,  which  had 
been  tranfmitted  to  all  the  nnunicipallties  of  Frarce, 
immediately  after  the  flaughter  of  the  prifoners  at 
Paris  in  the  beginning  of  September. 

This  letter  is  of  fo  very  fingular  a  ilsture,  that  I 
think  it  proper  to  tranfcribe  the  whole. 

Freres  et  ami,?,  un  affrcux  coR-)pl6'  trani^  par  la  Cour 
pour  egourger  tous  les  Patriotes  de  Tenipire  Fran9ois, 
comp)6t  dan5  hquel  un  prand  non^.hre  de  raembresde 
I'Aflenribiee  Nationale  font  compromSs,  ayant  redoit 
le  9  du  mois  dernier,  la  Commrne  de  Paris  a  la  cruelle 
npectffite  de  fe  fervfr  c'e  la  puiffance  du  penple  pour 
fauver  la  Nation,  elle  n'a  rien  neglige  pour  bien  ^r;e- 
riter  de  la  patrie. 

Apre  les  temr.ignapes  que  rAfTemblee  Nationale 
venoit  de  lui  donner  eile  meme,  eut  on  penfe  que  des- 
lors  des  nou^eaux  complors  fe  tramoient  dans  le  filenre, 
et  qu'ils  eclatoient  dans  le  moment  meme  ou  I'Af- 
femblce  Nationsle,  oubliant  qu'elle  venoit  de  de-  Inrer 
que  la  Commune  de  Paris  avoit  fauve  la  pafrie,  s'erB- 
preiTo't  de  la  dcftituer,  pour  prix  de  fon  bru'&nt  ci- 
vifme  ?  • 

Ficre  de  jonir  de  toute  Ta  plenitude  de  la  confimce 
nationale  qu'cUe  s'elTorcera  de  mcriter  de  plus  en 
plus,  plac^e  au  foyer  de  toutcs  les  confpirationa,  et 
determinee  a  perir  pour  le  falut  public,  elle  ne  fe 
glorifiera  d'avoir  rempli  pleinement  fes  devoirs  que 
lorfqu'elle  aur  a  obtenu  votre  approbation,  qui  eft 
J'objet  de  tous  fes  vceiix  et  dont  elle  ne  fera  ccrtainc 
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qu'apres  que  tousles  departcmens  auront  fanClionne 
Jes  mefures  pour  le  falut  de  la  chofe  publique  ;  ct  pro- 
fefFant  les  principes  de  la  plus  parfaite  egallte,  a'atn- 
bkionnaut  d'autre  privilege  que  celui  de  fe  prefenter 
la  premiere  k  la  breche,  clle  s'empreiTera  de  fe  remet- 
tre  au  niveau  de  la  Commune  la  moins  notnbreufe  de 
I'empire,  des  qu'il  n'y  aura  plus  rien  a  redoubtcr. 

Prevenue  que  des  hordes  dcs  barbares  s'avancent 
contre  elle,  la  Commune  de  Paris  fe  hate  d 'informer 
fes  freres  de  tons  les  deqartemens,  ^u'une  partie  deg 
confpirateurs  feroces,  detenus  dans  les  prifons,  a  eie 
mife  a  mort  p.ir  le  peuple,  aSies  de  juftice  qui  lui  out 
Pi-xru  indifpsnJahLs  pour  retenir  par  la  terrcur  les  le- 
gions de  traitres  caches  dans  fes  murs,  au  moment 
ou  il  alloit  marcher  a  Tennemi ;  et  fans  doute  la  nati^n^ 
apres  la  longue  fuite  de  trahifons  qui  Pa  conduite  fur 
les  bords  de  Pabyme,  s'emprefjera  d^ adopter  ce  nioyen 
Ji  uiiU  et  /i  necejfaitej  et  tous  les  Francois  fe  diront, 
comme  les  Pariliens  :  Marchonas  a  Pcnncmi,  mats  ne 
laijfons  par  derriere  nous  ces  brigands  pour  egorger  ms 
femmes  et  nos  enfans^ 

Signed  Pierre  Duplain,  JoustDfiuiL, 
Panis,  Sergent,  L'enfant, 
Marat   l'Ami  du   Peuple^ 
Le  Clerc,  Dufortre,  &c,  &c. 

AdnalaiftratoM  of  the  Conamittee  of  the  Public 

Safety  *. 


*  Brethren  and  friends,  a  horrid  plot,  planned  by  the 
Court,  to  murder  all  the  patriots  of  the  French  empire;  a 
plot  in  which  a  great  number  of  tiie  National  AlTembly  were 
engaged,  having,  on  the  ninth  of  laft  month,  forced  the 
Commune  de  Paris  to  the  cruel  neceflity  of  making  ule  of 
the  power  of  the  people  to  fave  the  nation,  the  Commune 
Jus  jaegleifted  nothing  for  the  fervice  of  the  country. 
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The  moral  of  this  virtuous  epiftle  is  evident 

If  you  have  any  regard  for  your  country,  or  any  ten- 
dernefs  for  your  wives  and  children,  you  will  cut  the 
throats  of  all  your  prifoners  as  foon  as  you  conveni- 
ently can. 

What  an  infernal  letter !  and  what  renders  it  flill 
more  atrocious,  is  its  being  deliberately  v/ritten  by 
men  in  the  charafter  of  magiftrates. 


After  the  approbation  which  the  National  Affembly  itfelf 
beflowed  on  the  Commune,  could  it  have  been  imagined 
that  new  plots  were  proje«5ling  in  filence,  which  broke  forth 
at  the  moment  when  the  National  Affembly,  forgetting  that 
flie  had  declared  that  the  Commune  de  Paris  had  favcdthe 
country,  haftened  to  diflblve  that  very  Community  as  a  re- 
compence  for  all  its  faithful  fervices. 

Proud  of  poffefflng  the  full  confidence  of  the  nation, 
which  we  are  refolved  to  defervc  more  and  more;  placed 
in  the  centre  of  all  the  confpiracies,  and  determined  to  pe- 
riih  in  defence  of  the  public,  v/e  cannot  boaft  of  having  en- 
tirely fulfilled  our  duty  till  we  fhall  obtain  your  approba- 
tion, which  is  the  object  of  all  our  wlfhes,  aud  of  wluch  we 
cannot  be  certain  till  all  the  Departments  have  fi^ifiioved 
our  mc«furcs  for  the  pulUc  fdfdy.  Profefling  principles  of 
the  moft  perfei^  equality,  wifhing  no  other  privilege  but 
that  of  prefenting  ourfelves  the  firft  at  the  breach,  we  will 
put  ourfelves  on  a  level  with  the  fmalleft  municipality  in 
the  Nation,  as  foon  as  the  dangers  which  now  threaten  the 
country  are  paft-. 

Informed  that  liands  of  barbarians  are  advancing,  the 
Commune  de  Paris  haftcns  to  acquaint  all  the  departments, 
that  part  of  thofe  furiou?  confpirators  detained  in  the  pri- 
fons  of  Paris,  have  been  put  to  death  by  the  people  ;  an  ait 
of  jnjiicc  ivhich  frcf'ted  ittUfpttifjble  to  ftrikc  terror  into  the 
breads  of  thoTe  legion?  of  traitors  bid  within  he*'  walls,^.  at 
the  time  when  the  citizens  were  about  to  march  againft  the 
enemy.  And  no  doubt  the  Nation,  after  that  long  fuccef- 
fion  of  treafons  which  have  brought  her  to  the  brink  of  ru- 
in, will  haflen  to  adopt  a  raeafure  lb  ufi?ful  and  neceflary; 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  Franco  will  fay,  like  the  Parifians, 
Let  u-;  march  againft  the  enemy,  but  let  us  not  U-avc  likiiid 
us  a  band  of  villains  to  ttiurdcr  our  -wives  and  children. 
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It  might  naturally  be  expedled  that  the  reading  of 
this  invitation  to  murder  (hould  have  filled  the  AC- 
fembly  with  fo  much  indignation,  that  a  decree  of  ac- 
cufation  would  have  been  immediately  pafTed  againft 
Panis  and  the  re!h  It  produced  however,  only  newr 
clamour  and  confufion,  with  an  cutcry  from  one  part 
of  the  hall  for  the  order  of  the  day. — At  laft  Gouthon 
propofed  that  they  fhould  turn  their  attutntion  from 
accufations  againft  individuals  to  the  more  import- 
ant exigencies  of  the  ftate  ;  this  was  fupported  by 
all  thofe  who  dreaded  any  inquiry  or  inve'jfgatioii 
refpedting  the  promoters  of  the  maffacres ;  and  thofe 
vvho  had  been  at  firft  inclined  to  that  meafure  being 
fatigued,  or  perhaps  afraid  to  perfift,  the  order  of 
the  day  vi'as  agreed  to — On  wh.ch  Marat,  vvho  re- 
mained in  the  tribune,  pulled  apiftolfrom  his  pock- 
et, which  having  held  to  his  head,  he  faid,  **  I  novv 
declare  to  you,  citizens,  that  \{  the  fury  which  has 
been  difplayed  on  this  occafion  had  carried  you  the 
length  of  a  decree  of  accufation  againft  me,  I  fhould 
have  blown  my  brains  out  before  your  faces."  What 
he  meant  by  this  I  know  not.  unlefs  it  was  to  vex 
the  affembly  on  being  difappointed  of  fo  defirable  an 
event. 

Next  to  the  diforderly  conduft  of  fome  of  the  mem- 
bers themfelves,  nothing  difg.aces  the  National  Af- 
femSly  fo  much  as  the  infolence  of  the  audience  in 
the  galleries — How  could  any  court  or  any  affembly 
of  men  fupport  dignity,  if  it  was  expofed  to  be  ap- 
plauded or  hooted  according  to  the  opinions  or  ca- 
price of  thofe  admitted  to  hear  their  debates  ?  There 
is,  it  is  true,  a  decree  againft  all  noifes  and  figns  o^-^ 
approbation  or  difapprobation  ;  but  notwithftanding 
its  being  broken  every  day,  nobody  has  ever  been 
puniftied  on  that  account. 

Vol.  .II.  C 
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The  majority  of  tlie  Conreniion  have  a  great  dc- 
fire  that  a  ftrift  irveftigation  fliould  be  made  into  the 
maflacrcs,  that  the  promoters  of  them  may  he  punifh- 
cd  in  the  mod  exemplary  manner;  and  the  fame  ma- 
jority arc  equally  folicitous  to  have  an  armed  force 
at  the  command  of  the  Convention  decreed  and  eftab- 
lifhed.  But  1  iiraginc  they  have  thrown  a  great  ob- 
ftacle  in  the  way  of  obtaining  the  iafl  of  rhefe  obje6ts> 
by  manifefting  a  defign  to  purfue  the  fi  ft.  They 
would  have  ftioiivn  more  policy  if  they  had  faid  no- 
thing of  the  one  till  they  had  fecured  the  other.  A 
confiderable  number  of  members  of  the  Conventioa 
itfelf  are  fuppofed  to  be  confcious  of  being  dircdlly 
or  indiredly  involved  in  that  horrid  bufinefs;  they 
fee  their  own  ruin  in  fuch  an  invelligation,  and 
therefore  wilj  oppofe  it  by  every  means  in  their  pow- 
er.    What  means  have  tliey    in  their  power  fince  a 

'majority  of  the  Convention  is  for  the  meafure  ?  I  hey 
cannot  objedt  to  a  law  againtt  affafli nation,  and  for 
the  punifliment  of  murder;  but,  kn  wing  what  ufe 
is  immediately  to  be  made  of  the  armed  force,  they 
will  raife  obj^6lions  to  th;-t  beii.g  eftablillied,  and 
till  fuch  a  force  is  eltablirtied,  their  fri'-nds  in  the 
fuburbs  will  be  able  o  proteft  fhe  authors  of  the 
maffacres.  In  rtiort,  the  minoriry  in  the  Con' ention, 
at  the  head  of  which  r.re^  Ddnton  and  Robefpicrre, 
alreadt  have  an  armed  force  at  their  con.mand,  in 
the  aftive  citizens  of  the  fuburbs  ;  and  will  in  all 
probability  ufe  every  means,  and  they  are  not  fup- 

'pofed  to  be  fo  fcnpulo.s  a?  their  rivals  in  the  means 
they  tmp  oy,  to  prevent  any  other  aimed  force  from 
being  edablifhed. 

The  fituation  of  the  generals  who  command  the 
armies  of  France  at  prelcnt  is  difagreeable  in  many 
rcfpefts;  but  par  icularly  in  their  being  under  the 
control,  and  cxpofed  to  the  cenfurc  of  men  who  are 


(  =>?  ) 

Botjiidges  of  their  military  abilities,  andextremely  lia- 
ble to  prejudice  and  fufpicion. — Nothing  can  be  more 
detrimental  to  the  intereft  of  the  (late,  than  that 
thofe  men  who  are  riflcing  their  lives  in  the  public 
fervice,  and  performing  their  duty  with  fidelity  to 
their  country,  fhould  be  expofed  to  calumny,  and 
furro.unded  with  fufpicion,  the  tendency  of  which 
mud  be  to  difcourage  their  minds,  cool  their  zeal, 
and  difturb  all  their  operations. 

Talien,  a  young  man  who  was  fecretary  to  the 
municipality  of  Paris,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Convention,  mnde  an  attack  lately,  in  that  Aflembly, 
on  General  Montefquinu,  who  commands  the. army 
in  Savoy.  —  He  accufed  him  of  being  tainted  with 
ariftocto-.y,  and  added,  which  was  a  pretty  bold  af- 
fertion  for  a  man  who  was  bred  a  clerk,xthat,  in  kis 
opinl-jTii  the  general  was  deficient  in  military  abilitie?, 
and  therefore  he  moved  that  he  fhould  be  deprived 
of  his  command. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  much  attention  would 
have  been  paid  to  Talien's  ju.'^gment  of  the  abilities  of  a 
general  officer,  had  he  not  been  a  creature  o:  Danton's 
and  fiippoi'ed  to  aA  under  his  direction — His  propo- 
fal,  therefore,  was  fiipported  by  otiiers,  wl^o  were 
for  paffing  a  decree  that  General  Montefquiou  hcid 
lofl  the  confidence  of  the  nation. 

La  Riviere  obferved,  that  as  it  might  occafion 
difquletude  to  other  generals,  if  one  of  their  brethren 
was  to  be  caiTiiered  with  fo  little  ceremony,  it  might 
be  reafonable  to  appoint  a  committee  to  examine  a 
little  into  Montefquiou's  conducl  in  the  firft  place, 
and  defer  the  puniihment  till  it  (hould  appear  that  he 
deferved  it. 

This  obfervation  in  favour  of  the  general  was  made 
in  fuch  very  guarded  terms,  that  one  would  hardly 

C2 
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think  it  could  have  given  offence  even  to  his  bittereft 
enemy. — Billaud  de  Varennes,  however,  faid  in  reply, 
that  it  was  not  furprifing  that  the  fame  perfon  fliould 
defend  Montefquiou,  who  had  formerly  defended  the 
condudil  of  La  Fayette.  In  the  prcfent  circumllau- 
ces,  this  inilnuation  m.ight  have  been  very  hurtful  to 
La  Riviere  ;  he  therefore  afcended  the  tribune  with 
precipitation,  and  declared  that  he  was  one  of  the 
224  members  of  the  Legiflative  AfTcmbly  who  had 
on  the  8th  of  Augiift  voted  againft  La  Fayette  ;  that 
what  Bijlaud  had  faid  was  falfe  and  calumniou?,  and 
required  that  he  (hould  be  called  to  order,  and  cen- 
fured  as  a  calumniator  by  the  prefident. 

*'  Called  to  order  !  for  what  ?"  cried  Danton.  "  In 
the  fenate  of  RoD:;e,  Brutus  and  Cc.to  boldly  fpoke 
out  thofe  plain  truths  which  we  from  the  pufillani- 
mity  of  our  manners  evade  as  perfonalities  ;  for  my 
part  I  am  refolvcd  to  accufe,  without  circumlocution, 
every  perfon  whofe  ccndud  I  think  fufpicious." 

Although  it  may  be  granted  that  Billaud  and  Dan- 
ton  have  as  great  a  refemblance  to  Brutus  and  Cato 
?.s  the  Convention  has  to  the  Roman  fenate,  yet  {IIU 
there  is  a  difference  between  the  bold  truths  of  the 
latter,  and  the  bold  falfehoods  of  the  former  j  the 
comparifon  therefore  is  not  quite  oppofite. 

Danton  however  infi (led  upon  Gen.  Montefqulou's 
being  deprived  of  his  command,  for  which  he  urged 
two  additional  reafons  j  one,  that  when  the  pub- 
lic fafety  is  in  danger,  it  is  fufficient  that  a  gene- 
ral is  fufpeded  ;  the  other,  added  he,  is,  *'  qu'il 
faut  nous  motitrer  terribles  ;  c'eft  du  caradere  qu*ii 
faut  pour  foutenir  la  liberie*.'* 

This   is  certainly  the  chara£ler  that  Danton  has 

♦  That  we  may  appear  terrible,  fuch  is  ihc  charaftcr  icquifito 
for  fupportingthecaule  of  liberty. 
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unii*ormly  fupported  fince  the  loth  of  Augufi:,  which 
tends  to  llrengthen  fome  fufpicions  of  a  terrible  na- 
ture, indeed,  which  are  harboured  againft  him. 

The  propofed  decree  was  pafied,  that  General 
Moritefquiou  fhould  be  deprived  of  his  command. 

What  renders  Montefqniou  obnoxious  to  fome 
leading  members  in  the  Convention,  does  him  honour" 
in  the  eyes  of  impartial  people — he  ftrenuoufly  op- 
pofed  the  petitions  for  the  decheance  of  the  King, 
and  was  for  fupporting  him  in  the  exercife  of  the  veto 
which  the  conftitution  gave  him.  He  was  alfo  ac-* 
cufed  by  Bazive  of  having  faid  at  the  extraordinary 
commiffion,  that  if  they  fufpended  the  King's  author- 
ity, they  ran  the  rifle  of  being  abandoned  by  the  army  j 
it  is  alfo  imagined  that  he  wifhes  to  behave  with  more 
mlldnefs  to  the  Genevots  than  is  agreeable  to  certaia 
people  in  power.  But  what  will  prove  more  Injuri- 
ous to  Montefquiou  than  all  thefe  charges,  is,  that 
Danton  is  his  enemy. 

It  muft  have  been  very  mortifying  to  Danton,  and 
the  other  enemies  of  this  gentleman,  v?hen  the  news^ 
arrived  a  little  after  their  decree,  that  he  had  already 
entered  Savoy,  and  was  proceeding  with  the  molt 
triumphant  fuccefs. — He  concludes  his  letter  to  the 
minifter  of  war  with  the  following  words.  **  Je  vous 
rends  grace,  Monfieur,  de  m'avoir  procure  cette  ma- 
niere  de  repondre  h.  la  calomnre  ;  c'eft  ainfi  que  j'ai* 
merai  toujours  a  la  repouffcr*.'* 

The  friends  of  General  Montefquiou  feized  this 
opportunity  of  moving  that  the  decree  againft  hinv 
fhould  be  recalled. 

*  I  return  you  thanks,  Sir,  for  having  put  it  in  my  power  to 
make  this  kind  of  snfwer  to  calumny  ;  1  fhould  wilh  to  repel  her 
attacks  always  in  the  fame  manner. 
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His  entmies  oppofed  this. 

Manuel  feconded  the  motion  wljich  was  firfl:  made 
by  Lacroix,  adding,  that  he  hoped  they  would  re- 
call this  decree  without  lofs  of  time,  left  Montefquiou^ 
by  gaining  a  new  victory,  fiiould  put  them  ftill  more 
in  the  wrong.  Danton,  perceiving  the  tide  flowing 
in  favour  of  Montefquiou,  and  being  unable  to  turn 
it  intirely  againft  him,  propofed  that  the  Aflembly 
Ihould  extend  the  power  of  the  commiflioners  that 
were  fent  to  his  army,  by  leaving  it  to  their  judg- 
ment to  deprive  the  general  of  his  command,  or  to 
continue  him  in  it,  as  they  might  think  expedient. 
Danton  had  before  given  a  more  extenfive  commiffion 
to  an  officer  of  Montefquiou's  army,  namely,  to 
watch  the  conduct  of  the  general,  and,  if  he  fliould 
make  one  retrograde  movement,  to  (hoot  him  through 
the  head. 

Genfonnc,  with  much  reafon,  fliowed  the  impro- 
priety of  the  Affembly's  allowing  the  execution  of 
their  decrees  to  depend  on  the  judgment  of  any  but 
themfelves  ;  and  it  was  obferved  by  Coulhon,  that 
the  nation  had  given  to  the  Convention  the  right  of 
making  decrees,  but  not  the  power  of  delegating  that 
right  to  others.  On  which  Danton,  pufhing  preju- 
dice and  want  of  candour  as  far  as  pofiible,  exclaim- 
ed :  "  They  fay  that  Montefquiou  has  gained  a  vic- 
tory, but  1  beg  leave  to  obfeive,  that  vi^lories  are 
not  gained  by  a  fingle  man — the  vi<ftory  was  gained 
by  the  French  army." 

This  argument  certainly  does  prove  that  Montef- 
quiou has  no  belter  title  to  his  viclory  in  Savoy,  than 
Hannibal  had  to  that  at  Cannir,  or  Cxfur  to  the  vic- 
tory at  Pharfdlia. 

Danton  perfiiled  in  his  motion  ;  although  he  add- 
ed, that  it  was   pcHlble   that  in  old  courtier  like 
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Montefqulou,  feeing  the  fuccefs  which  attended  the 
army  of  the  republic  ki  alT  quarters,  might  at  latl 
refoive  to  adhere  to  it. 

It  was  decided,  however,  according  to  the  propo- 
fal  of  Genfonnc,  that  the  execution  of  the  lall  decree 
againft.  Montefqulou  (liould  be'fufpended. 

I  know  not  whetherthe  continued  fuccefs  which  at- 
tends General  Montefqulou,  will  finally  overcome  the 
envy  and  malice  of  his  enemies  ;  but,  in  a  third  letter, 
vf  hich  came  foon  after  the  fecond,  he  announces  the 
reduftion  of  all  Savoy,  from  the  Lake  of  Geneva  to 
Mount  Cenis  :  the  progrefs  of  his  troops,  he  fays, 
refembles  a  triumphant  proccflion  more  than  the  march 
of  an  army;  the  inhabitants  of  towns  and  villages 
flock  to  him  with  congratulations,  and  the  three-co- 
loured ribbon  in  their  hats  ;  and  adds,  that  the  minds 
of  the  people  fcem  difpofed  to  a  revolution  like  that 
of  France  ;  and  that  the  propofal  had  been  already 
made  of  forming  Savoy  into  an  84th  department  o£ 
France. 

On  tranfmitting  Montefquiou's  letter  to  the  Con- 
vention, Servan,  the  war  minifter,  wrote  to  the  pre- 
fident,  that,  as  the  expedition  into  Savoy  had  rend- 
ered that  country  free,  it  was  worthy  of  the  French 
Republic  to  folemnife  To  happy  an  event  by  ordering 
the  hymn  of  the  Marfelllois  to  be  performed  in  the 
Square  of  the  Revolution,  with  the  utmoft  magnifi- 
cence, by  vocal  and  inftrumental  mufic.  He  adds^ 
*'  que  ce  chant  patriotique,  expreffion  fidelle  des  fcn- 
timens  Francois,  retentiffe  dans  tout  I'empire,  que 
nos  voifins  I'etendent,  et  qu'il  devienne  a  jamais,  I'ef- 
poir  des  peuples,  et  la  terreur  des  tyrans*." 

*  Let  that  patriotic  fong,  the  faithful  expreffion  of  the  fenti- 
mcnts  of  France,  refound  all  over  the  nation  ;  may  it  be  heard  by 
all  the  rieighbouring  countries :  and  may  it  become  the  hope  o£ 
the  people,  and  the  terror  of  tyraats  I 
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After  General  Kellerman  had  given  the  firft  check 
to  the  Pruflians  on  the  20th  of  September,  he  wrote 
to  Servan  for  liberty  to  celebrate  a  'Te  Deum  In  his 
camp,  on  account  of  that  important  affair. — *'  The 
fongof  the  Marfeillois,"  replied  the  minilter,  *'  is  the 
Te  Dsuni  of  the  French  republic  ;  let  ii  be  performed 
by  the  mufic  of  your  army,  and  fung  by  tiie  foldiers. ' 

In  both  inftances  Servants  propofals  was  adopted. 

To  fubflitute  a  profane  fong  in  preference  to  a  re- 
ligious rite,  it  might  be  imagined,  would  give  great 
offence  :  fuch  a  propofal  from  the  parlinment  to  their 
army  in  the  time  of  the  Englirh  republic,  would  have 
produced  a  mutiny  and  have  fliocked  the  whole  nation. 
It  had  no  fuch  effedl  in  the  prefent  inftancc  in  France, 
where  religious  zeal  Is  wonderfully  extingniflied  ;  and 
an  enthuiiafm  of  another  kind  glows  in  its  Head,  the 
enthufiafm  of  Liberty,  what  they  call  Civifme,  in 
which  an  attachment  to  the  prefent  government,  and 
an  abhorrence  of  monarchy  are  included. 

This  Is  profeffed  with  as  much  oftentatlon  and  ap- 
parent Zeal  as  ever  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  waSy 
in  the  mod  fuperftitious  times  ;  for  although  the  pu- 
nifliment  with  which  a  want  of  civifme  iS"  attended, 
18  not  fo  durable  as  that  pronounced  agalnil  the  ir« 
religious,  it  Is  more  immediate  ;  which,  on  the  ge- 
nerality' of  mankind,  has  full  as  great  an  effedl.  Ci- 
vifme, like  religion,  produces  both  enthufialls  and 
hypocrites:  the  former  dcteft  and  abominate  a  king 
and  nobility,  as  much  as  their  zealous  forefathers, 
two  centuries  ago,  abominated  the  devil  and  his  an- 
gels ;  and  they  are  zealous  perfecutors  of  every  devi- 
ation from  the  orthodox  creed  of  civifme,  as  their 
predeceffors  were  of  herefy.  The  enihufi:^(U  are 
chitfly  among  the  poor  ;  the  hypocrites  among  the 
rich  :  many  of  whom  are  jull  fuch  republicans  iiv 
France,  as  the  Jews  are  ChruUajis  in  Portugal. 
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Immediately  after  Montefquioii's  letter  had  been 
read  in  the  convention,  Bencal,  one  of  the  deputies 
for  the  department  du  Puy-de-Dome,  put  the  Con- 
vention in  mind,  that  the  Conllituent  Affembly  had 
by  a  folemn  decree  renounced  every  idea  of  conqueft  j 
and  therefore  he  very  wifely  moved  that  the  Conven- 
tion, faithful  to  that  facred  principle,  ought  to  re- 
ject the  propofal  of  ere6\ing  Savoy  into  an  84th  de- 
partment of  France,  and  Ihould  order  it  to  be  pro- 
claimed all  over  Savoy,  that  France  renounces  con- 
quell,  and  defires  no  extention  of  territory. 

This  motion,  equally  juft  and  politic,  vi^as  oppo- 
fed  :  it  was  faid,  France  has  not  given  a  temporary, 
freedom  to  a  country,  that  it  may  again  fall  under 
the  yoke  of  its  former  tyrant.  She  ought  to  agree 
to  the  generous  widies  of  the  people  (lie  has  freed, 
by  accepting  their  union,  and  extending  the  empire 
of  Liberty  as  far  as  poffible.  '*  All  Europe,"  faid 
a  member,  "  will  gradually  join  you,  and  all  Europe 
will  be  like  one  family. — The  people  of  every  nation 
will  be  your  friends,  and  you  will  have  no  enemies 
but  kings — you  cannot  furely  refufe  fuch  a  fublime 
idea." 

A  flouridi  of  this  kind  might  be  applauded  in  a 
difputing  club,  or  might  perhaps  be  admired  in  a  vi- 
fionary  declaimer  on  politics  ;  but  it  was  hardly  to 
be  imagined  that  fuch  fentiments  would  make  any 
impreffion  on  an  affembly  of  legiflators,  where  prac- 
tical knowledge  and  fober  good  fenfe  prefided.  It 
was  hardly  to  be  expe£led  that  thofe  fine  words 
would  not  be  contlrued  by  all  Europe  into  an  abfolute 
refolute  renunciation  of  the  decree  againft  conqueft, 
and  really  meant  that  the  new  republic  intended,  un- 
der a  pretence  of  fpreading  liberty,  to  overturn  eve» 
ry  government^  and  fubdue  every  nation  around. 

Jean  Baptifte   Louvet,    notwiihftanding  tUe   ap- 
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plaiifc  which  \tas  very  liberally  bellowed  on  the  fen- 
timents  above  mentioned,  had  the  hrmnefs  and  good 
fenfe  to  declare,  that  without  renouncing  one  of  the 
wifed  decrees  of  the  condituent  aflenibly,  they  could 
not  interfere  in  the  government  of  any  other  conn- 
try  :  that  they  could  not,  without  infringing  the 
mofl  facred  right  of  the  people  of  Savoy,  prels  upon 
them  the  conftitution  which  France  might  afTume  for 
herfelf.  How  did  they  know  that  the  eonftitutioii 
which  was  expedient  for  France,  was  alfo  expedient 
for  Savoy  ?  and  if  expedient,  how  did  they  know 
that  the  Savoyards  at  the  bottom  of  their  hearts 
chofe  it  ? — '*  That  which  is  efTenllally  jult,"  Louvet 
continued,  '*  is  for  the  mo(t  part  found  policy.  Let 
it  be  folemnly  declared  to  all  the  people  who  (hall  be, 
I  will  not  fay  fubdued,  but  freed  by  your  arms,  that 
they  may  choofe  to  themfclves  what  form  of  govern- 
ment thev  pleafe,  that  their  iaws  fhall  be  of  their 
own  making,  that  you  not  only  vvifh  to  give  them 
freedom,  but  freedom  in  the  mode  which  they  them- 
fclves prefer. — I  am  convinced,"  added  he,  *' that 
in  Brabant,  whither  your  armies  intend  to  march, 
there  cxiit  ftrong  prejudices  againll  fome  of  your 
laws,  and  your  conltitution  in  general  ;  prejudices 
which  will  require  many  years  to  eradicate,  and 
which  will  render  yoii  more  odious  in  their  eyes  than 
their  prefent  mafter,  if  you  attempt  to  force  your 
conditution  upon  them.  It  is  as  expedient  therefore, 
as  equitable,  to  declare  the  complete  independence 
of  every  country  into  which  you  carry  freedom." 
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Danton,  in  anfwer  to  this,  fald,  that  they  had  af- 
furedly  the  right  to  declare  to  every  fuch  country, 
that  it  fliould  never  more  be  governed  by  a  king  : 
that  if  the  people  were  fo  abfurd  as  to  defire  a  go- 
vernment contrnry  to  their  interefl,  it  fliould  not  be 
allowed  :  that  the  National  Convention  of  France 
(hould  be  a  co?fnfitftee  of  iiifurre^ion  aga'inji  all  the 
kings  hi  the  univcrfc. 
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Nothing  can  be  imagined  more  mad  than  this  pro- 
pofjtlon,  the  tendency  of  which  Is  to  foice  all  the 
monarchs  in  Europe,  in  felf  defence  to  make  war  on 
the  Republic  :  what  private  view  Danton  has  in  this, 
I  do  not  know,  but  it  evidently  goes  to  the  ruin  of 
France. 

The  Aflembly,  however,  becoming  impatient  to 
clofe  the  difcuffion,  ordered  General  Montefquiou's 
letter  to  be  printed,  and  referred  the  propofition  re- 
fpeding  Savoy  to  the  confideration  of  the  diplomatic 
and  the  war  committees. 

Notwithftanding  the  prudent  conduft  and  brilliant 
fuccefs  of  Montefquiou,  I  am  informed  th^t  there  is 
no  great  probabih'ty  of  his  being  continued  in  his 
command.  His  enemies  are  of  a  difpofition  not  to 
forgive  him  for  having  rrduced  Savoy  at  the  very  time 
that  they  were  aflerting  lie  would  never  enter  it,  or 
to  forget  the  injuftice  they  have  already  done  him. 
Befide  thefe  and  the  motives  of  diflike  previoufly 
mentioned,  they  have  another  ground  of  hatred  to- 
wards him,  namely,  his  being  a  nobleman,  and  of  a 
very  ancient  family.  This  appears  equally  unjuft  and 
abfurd  : — unjuil,  becaufe  a  man  of  noble  birth,  who 
from  a  love  of  general  freedom  has  adhered  to  the 
revolution,  has  m.ore  merit  than  they  can  boaft  who 
had  no  fuch  facrifice  to  make — and  it  is  abfurd,  be- 
caufe, inftead  of  giving  no  importance  to  the  acci- 
dental circumflance  of  birth,  it  is  giving  a  great  im- 
portance to  it,  which  operates  againft  the  pofTtflbr. 
But  if  a  man's  nobility  is  not  allowed,  independent 
of  perfonal  merit,  to  be  of  ftrvice  to  him,  neither 
ought  it  to  be  allowed,  independent  of  demerit  to 
injure  him. 

Accounts  are  arrived  that  Dumourier,  having  left 
a  fufficient  force  to  harafs  the  retreating  army  of 
Prufiia,  has  quitted  his  own  camp,  and  i»  foon  ex,- 
pe^ed  in  Paris^ 
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Oftober  1 1 . 
T  was  prefent  this  day  for  the  firft  time  at  the  Con- 
ventional Aflembly,  where  a  virulent  attack  was 
made  on  Diilon,  one  of  the  generals  employed  againil 
the  German  army,  and  who,  from  the  latell  accounts, 
is  now  preffing  upon  their  rear  at  Verdun. 

As  it  elucidates  what  immediately  follows,  I  fliall 
here  infert  a  fhort  account  of  Dumourier's  memorable 
campaign,  from  the  time  he  was  appointed  to  the 
command  till  he  left  the  army,  although  I  was  not 
acquainted  with  all  the  particulars  till  fome  time  after 
this  date. 

General  Arthur  Dillon  commanded  the  French 
army  on  the  frontiers  of  Flanders,  when  he  heard  of 
the  infurre(Etion  of  the  loth  of  Auguft. 

Dumourier,  being  at  that  time  fubordinate  to  him, 
commanded  in  the  camp  of  Mauide.  From  the  ac- 
counts which  Dillon  received  of  that  affair,  he  con- 
ceived it  to  be  a  rafli  infurreftion  which  would  be 
difapproved  of  by  the  nation,  and  that  it  would  foon 
«nd  in  the  ruin  of  all  concerned  in  it.  He  therefore 
gave  out  an  order  to  the  army  on  the  13th,  in  which 
he  faid,  that  the  conftitution  had  been  violated  by 
men  who  were  the  enemies  of  liberty  ;  that  he  de- 
termined to  remain  faithful  to  the  nation,  to  the  law, 
to  the  king,  and  to  the  conftitution  framed  by  the 
alTembly  iri  the  years  1789,  1790,  and  1 791,  to  which 
they  had  all  fworn. 

He  tranfmitted  this  order  from  Pont-fur-Sambre, 
where  he  was  with  his  army,  to  the  camp  of  Mauide, 
with  a  letter  to  General  Dumourier,  dire<5ling  him 
to  publifli  it  there. 

Dumourier  had  a  different  idea  of  the  tranfad^ions 
of  the  loth.     He  faw  that  the  public  opinion  went 
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Jti  favour  of  the  fuccefsful  party  ;  that  It  would  be 
very  difficult  to  wreft  the  government  out  of  the 
hands  which  had  feized  it  ;  that  anattempt  of  that 
kind  by  the  army  would  imn:iediately  produce  a  civil 
war,  and  expofe  the  country  to  foreign  invafion  ;  and 
that  he  himfelf  would  remain  fubordinate  to  Luckner, 
JLa  Fayette  and  Dillon.  Diimourier  was  nearer  to 
Paris  than  Dillon,  and  had  received  earlier  and,  as 
IS  fu{>pofed,  more  diftinfl  information  from  his  friend 
Genfonne,  of  the  ftate  of  affairs.  In  his  anfwer  to 
Dillon's  letter,  he  regretted  that  generaPs  precipi- 
tancy, affured  him  that  he  would  not  pliblifli  the  or- 
der in  his  camp,  and  advifed  Dillon  to  retra<Sl  it  with- 
out lofs  of  time. 

He  fent  at  the  fame  time  an  account  of  what  he 
bad  done,  and  was  difpofed  to  do,  to  his  friends  at 
Paris;  and  when  the  three  commiffioners  from  the 
National  Affembly  arrived,  he  not  only  took  the  oath, 
of  Equality  himfelf,  but  perfuaded  Dillon  to  do  the 
fame.  That  officer  found  no  difHoalty  in  explaining 
his  condudl  to  the  commiffionere,  nKv.iing  them,  that 
it  had  proceeded  from  the  mirrepreitntatlon  which 
had  been  made  to  him  of  the  affair  of  the  loth,  but 
that  he  was  zealous  to  ferve  the  French  nstion,  what- 
ever form  of  government  they  fhould  think  proper  to 
adopt. 

The  National  AfTembly  were  fo  much  pleafed  with 
this  condudl  of  Dumourier,  that  they  gave  him  the 
fupreme  command  of  the  army  formerly  under  M» 
de  la  Fayette,  placing  Dillon,  who  is  an  elder  of* 
ficer,  under  him.  Having  no  p-etext  for  putting 
Dumourier  ab,i)ve  Luckn?;,  anc"  '.ufiroos  at  the  fame 
time  that  the  former  fn^^uld  be  the  efficient  comman- 
der, they  ordered  Lnckner  to  Chalons,  to  form  aa 
army  there  of  the  men  who  were  marching  from  all 
parts  'to  that  place,  where  they  are  to  be  clotli€d> 
Vol.  IL  D 
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armed  and  fent  in  detachments  wherever  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  ftate  required.  Kellermann  was,  at  Du- 
mourier's  recommendation,  ordered  to  replace  Luck- 
ner  as  commander  of  the  army  in  Lorraine  ;  Blron 
and  Cuftine  commanded  the  army  on  the  Rhine,  and 
Montefquiou  that  which  was  ordered  againft  Savoy  : 
all  thefe  of&cers  took  the  oaths  required  by  the  Af- 
fembly,  and  made  the  armies  under  their  orders  take 
them  alfo. 

Dumourler  fent  Dillon  to  command  the  army  of 
the  Ardennes,  which  comprehended  all  the  troops 
placed  in  that  part  of  the  frontiers  of  France,  be- 
tween Rocroy  and  Montmedy.  The  two  generals 
afterwards  met  at  the  town  of  Sedan,  with  a  view  to 
^x  on  future  meafures. 

The  enemy  had  already  entered  France,  was  in 
pofTeflion  of  Longwy,  the  firll  fortified  town  on  the 
frontier  next  to  the  dutchy  of  Luxembourg,  and 
feemed  at  once  to  threaten  Montmedy,  Verdun  and 
Thionville. 

The  Duke  of  Brunfwick's  army  was  above 
50,000  (Irong  :  Gen.  Clairfait had  joined  him  with 
15,000  Auilrlans,  befide  a  confiderable  body  of 
Heflians  and  French  emigrants,  amounting  in  all  to 
90,  000  men. 

After  leaving  the  frontier  towns  tolerably  garrlfon- 
ed,  Dumourler  had  not  above  17,000  men  toadt  im- 
mediately againft  this  immenfe  force ;  and  thefe  1 7,000 
liad  been  ufelefsly  encamped  between  Sedan  and  Ste- 
nay,  the  Meufe  being  fordable  in  numberlefs  places 
between  Stenay  and  Verdun,  where  the  enemy  had 
Tio  oppofition. 

On  comparing  the  ftrength  of  the  invading  army 
vrhh  the  wcaknefs  of  that  which  was  to  oppofe  it,  it 
vras  at  one  time  imagined  that  all  direct  oppofitioa 
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would  be  in  vain,  and  that  the  mofl  efireftual  meafurcs 
would  be,  by  a  fudden  eruption  into  Auftrian  Flan- 
ders, to  endeavour  to  divert  the  enemy  from  advanc- 
ing againft  Paris  :  but  the  fmall  probability  there 
was  that  fuch  an  expedition,  however  fuccefsfully 
conduced,  would  have  the  defired  efFedl,  foon  made 
that  fcheme  be  laid  afide  ;  and  Dnmourier,  infpired 
by  an  immenfe  defire  of  renown,  and  trufting  to  the 
refources  of  his  own  genius,  and  the  enthufiafm  which 
animated  his  countrymen,  refolved,  by  the  defend- 
ing of  pods,  and  every  other  poflible  means,  to  at- 
tempt to  check  and  retard  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy, 
till  he  (hould  be  reinforced  by  the  army  of  Kellerman 
from  Lorraine  confiding  of  20,000  men,  by  that 
which  Bournonville  was  leading  from  Flanders  which 
amounted  to  13,000,  and  what  Luckner  had  fent 
to  him  of  the  new  levies  which  were  affcmbling  at 
Chalons. 

Small  as  Dumourier's  force  was,  he  had  the  cou- 
rage, on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  to  detach  from  it  two 
battalions  of  infantry,  under  the  command  of  M, 
Galbaud,  an  excellent  officer,  who  had  orders  tQ 
throw  himfelf  into  Verdun,  and  affift  in  the  defence 
of  that  town. 

Dumourler  gave  the  command  of  the  advanced 
guard  of  his  army  to  Dillon  ;  it  confided  of  five  bat- 
lallions  of  infantry,  with  fourteen  fquadrons  of  Ught- 
horfe.  Dillon  was  ordered  to  march  to  Stenay, 
where  Dumourier  intended  to  join  him  on  the  firtl 
of  September,  and  difpute  the  paffage  of  the  Meufc 
with  the  enemy. 

Dillon,  with  a  thoufand  hot^e,  pufhed  on  before 
the  reft  of  his  troops,  to  Stenay,  and  was  making  ar- 
rangements for  the  defence  of  the  place,  when  the 
advanced  guard  of  the  Auftrian  army,  four  thoufand 
JftroDg,  withfcveralpiecesof  cannon,  appeared.  C(^- 
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Vinced  cf  the  impofli'ollity  of  defending  the  towa 
without  intantry,  and  without  cannon,  he  evacuated 
Stenay,  eroded  the  Meufe,  and  drew  up  his  troops 
upon  the. opposite  fhore  of  that  river,  fending  notice 
lo  his  infantry,  who  were  advancing,  to  return  to  the 
camp  at  Mouzon.  When  hehiinfelf  retired  to  joia 
ihem  there,  his  rear  was  attacked  by  the  AuUriaa 
cavalry,  who  were  repulfcd  with  confiderable  lofs, 
and  Dillon  arrived  in  fafety  at  Mouzon  in  the  middle 
of  the  night*. 

Dumourier  advanced  with  his  fmall  army  to  Mou^ 
zon  on  the  ift  of  September,  and  then  marched  on 
to  Beaumont  en  Argonne,  where  Dillon  had  previ- 
oudy  traced  out  a  camp. 

Finding  that  it  was  now  too  late  to  difpute  the 
paflTage  of  the  Meufe,  Dumourier  determined  to 
make  himfelf  mailer  of  the  various  ftraits  in  the  fo- 
refl  of  Argonne.  This  forelt  extends  from  the  Chcne 
le  populcuxtoPaffavcnt,  afpaceof  about  forty  miles  ; 
the  German  army,  in  marching  to  Paris,  was  under 
the  necefllty  of  going  by  fome  of  thefe  flraits,  or 
making  a  confiderable  circuit  by  b&d  roads,  and  turn- 
ing the  foreft.  Dumourier  detached  Dillon  with  fix 
ihoufand  men,  to  feize  upon  the  very  important  paft 
of  Biefnie,  near  the  Grandes  Klettes,  in  the  foreft  of 
Argonne.  It  is  about  feven  or  eight  miles  from  Ver- 
dun, "on  the  direct  road  from  that  city  to  Paris  by 
Chalons.  He  had  at  this  time  heard  nothing  from 
Galbaud,  and  had  no  doubt  of  Verdun's  holding  out 
a  much  longer  time  than  would  be  neceflary  tor  Dil- 
Ion  to  perform  this  fervice.  But  Verdun  furrender- 
ed  by  capitulation  on  the  (econd  of  September,  with- 
out having  made  any  refiftance,  and  Dillon  would  in 
all  probability  have  arrived  too  late,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  fagacity  of  M.  Galbaud.  When  that 
ofljcer  came  near  to  Verdun,  he  found  it  fo  complete- 

•  Coirptc  rendn  au  niiniflre  dc  la  guerre,  par  Ic  Lieut.  Ge- 
icralA.  I>iIIun. 
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ly  ittvefted  by  the  Prufli'ans,  that  it  was  Impoflible  t©) 
execute  the  orders  of  Dumourier.  He  confidered,. 
in  the  next  place,  liow  he  could  employ  the  two  bat- 
talions under  his  command  molt  etfectually  for  the 
public  fervice  ;  arid,  anticipating  the  intentions  o£ 
his  commander,  he  marched  them  to  Biefme,  and  im- 
mediately fent  a  nieilenger  to  L'umourier,  to  inform 
him  of  what  he  had  done,  and  to  demand  a  reinforce- 
ment. The  army  at  Verdun,  in  advancing  to  Paris, 
were  now  under  the  neceffiry  of  forcing  this  poll,  or 
making  a  circuit  of  forty  miles,  by  Varennes  and 
Grand  Pre  on  the  north,  or  one  ftill  larger  by  Bar- 
le-duc  on  the  fouth.  Dumourier  thought  the  former 
the  moft  probable,  for  he  pofted  himfelf  with  the 
body  of  his  army  at  Grand  Fre;  This  is  alfo  a  pafs 
in  the  for^  of  Argonne,  requiring  however  a  much 
greater  force  to  defend  it  than  that  of  Biefme ;  to- 
which  Dillon  marched  with  redoubled  efforts,  in  the- 
dread  that  Galbaud,  who  he  had  heard  was  in  pof- 
fcffion  of  it,  Ihould  be  forced  before  he  arrived*. 

While  Dumourier  remained' at  Grand  Pre,  he  de- 
tached General  Miranda  with  a  body  of  two  thou- 
fand  cavalry,  to  protect  a  convoy  he  expected,  and 
alfo  to  reconnoitre  the  Pruffian  army,  whofe  movc^ 
jnents  at  this  time  feemed  equivocal.  Miranda  per- 
formed this  fervice  with  ability  and  fuccefs  ;  an  ad- 
vanced guard  of  Pruffians,  confiftingof  four  thoufand, 
were  pofted  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they  mull  have  in^ 
tercepted  the  convoy— He  attacked  and  defeated, 
them,  andtlie  convoy  arrived  infafety  at  Dumourier'ss 
camp-f.^ 

The  march  of  Dillon  frentr  Mouzon  to  Biefme-,. 
through  a  foreft  exceedingly  difficult  totraverfe,  and? 
fo  near  to-  a-fuperior  army,  required  military  fkills 

*  C6mpt€  read&  au  miniftrede  la  giKirre,  j«r  k  l^itvti  Gsae«- 
»d  A..  Diilcn.. 

t  Rapport  de-.  Cojnmjilariesxies  la  Clonvemion  avuL -Arniif.*: 

©5 
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in  the  commandtfr^  and  fteadinefs  In  the  troops,  cf^ 
pccially  as  they  were  aifured  by  the  municipal  offi- 
cers of  a  village  through  which  they  pafled,  that  GaU 
baud,  difcouraged  by  the  terror  fpread  among  his 
troops  by  thote  who  came  from  Verdun,  had  quitted 
Biefme,  and  fallen  back  towards  Chalons,  and  that 
the  town  of  Sainte-Menehould  was  in  the  poil'ellioa 
of  the  enemy.  Dillon,  however,  having  fent  cou- 
riers to  all  quarters  to  afcertain  thofefa<^ts,  foon  dif- 
covered  that  they  were  not  true,  and  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  fifth  of  September  effedcd  his  junction 
with  Galbaud. 

The  troops  were  immediately  employed  in  fortify- 
ing, by  all  the  refources  of  art,  the  natural  ftrength 
of  this  poft,  which  was  done  fo  effetftually  that,  when 
the  King  of  Pmnia  in  perfon,  with  the  Duke  o£ 
Brunfv/ick,  reconnoitred  the  place  from  the  height* 
near  Clermont,  they  thought  it  too  ftrong  to  be  for- 
ced. 

Some  people  have  ventured  to  cenfure  the  Dake  of 
Brunfwick  for  neglecting  to  attack  this  poftof  Biefni« 
before  Galbiad  was  reinforced  by  Dillon,  or  for  not 
ordering  Dillon  to  be  oppofed  in  his  march  from  Mou- 
2;on to  it. 

It  belongs  to  military  men  only,  and  fuch  as  are 
acquainted  intir.i.itely  with  the  fituation  of  tlie  coun- 
try, and  the  circumitances  in  which  the  German  ar- 
my was  at  that  time,  to  decide  oii  this  point ;  but 
any  one  may  natnrally  conclude,  that  a  general  of  fo 
high  a  repjtntion  as  the  Dake  of  Brunlwitk  mud 
have  had  fiitficient  reafons  for  ading  as  he  did. 

M.  Gobert,  adi'itant  general  of  Dnmourier's  ar- 
my, and  probably  better  Ojjaliued  to  judge  of  the 
conda£l  of  tiic  Duke  of  iirunfwick  than  moil  who 
have  cenfured  it,  obferves,  that  Galbaud  wa«  in  pof- 
felliou  of  the  pals  oh  the  31  ft  of  Augid,  that   th» 
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garrifon  of  Verdun  had  joined  him  on  the  fecond  oif 
September,  and  that  tl>e  Duke  oF  Brunfwick  mighc 
naturally  believe  that  many  peafantsfrom  the  neigh- 
bouring villages  would  immediately  refort  to  Gal- 
baud,  and  affill  in  defending  the  pafs,  this  being  a 
kind  of  {ervice  in  which  new  troops  might  be  as  ufe- 
ful  as  veterans. 

"Whatever  were  the  Duke's  reafons  for  waving  the 
attack  of  this  poft,  the  pofleffion  enabled  Dillon  to 
afford  protection  to  a  number  of  villages  lituated  on 
the  river  Aire,  and  put  the  Pruffians  to  the  neceflity 
of  long  and  moft  fatiguing  marches,  by  Grand  Pre 
to  the  camp  of  La  Lune  near  St.  Menehould,  inftead 
of  going  dire6tly  through  Biefme. 

Dumourier  was  in  poflelEon  of  the  defiles  of  Grand 
Pre,  for  fome  time  before  he  was  dillurbed,  and  at 
laft  became  perfuaded  that  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick 
meant  to  avoid  the  forefl:  of  Argonne  altogether,  and 
march  to  Chalons  by  Bar-le-diic.  Under  this  con- 
viction he  wrote  to  Dillori  that  he  was  preparing 
with  a  ftrong  advanced  guard  to  harrafs  the  rear  ot 
the  enemy's  army,  w^ho,  he  underftood,  were  en- 
deavouring to  pafs  by  Dillon's  right  to  Chalons.  He 
direds  him  to  leave  2000  men  to  guard  the  pafs  j 
and  then  to  aflemble  all  the  troops,  and  order  them 
to  St.  Menehould,  where  he  would  endeavour  to 
join  him,  and,  with  their  united  force,  afterwards 
form  a  junftion  with  Kellerman.  He  concludes  his 
letter  in  thefe  words  : 

"Faites  rafferabler,  parle  toclin,  tous  les  pay* 
fans  pour  aller  border  les  abattis  ;  portezvous  tout- 
a-fait  a  votredroite,  et  dirigez-y  toutce  qui  fe  raf- 
fcmble  a  St.  Menehould.  Apres  notre  jonftion, 
nous  nous  arrangerons  enfemble  pour  couvrir  cet- 
te  place  et  pour  fuivre  le  mouvement  fur  Chalons, 
Faitc§  fonner  le  tocfm  fur  toute  votre  route;  j'ch 
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Iferai  autant,  et  cela  deconcertera  un  peu  la  mar- 
cha  des  Pra (liens.  Je  commeucerai  mon  mouve- 
mcnt  a  niinuit*. 

DUMOURIER. 

♦    Le  General  en  Chef  de  I*  Armee  du  NordJ*^ 

It  is  probable  that  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  had 
made  fome  movements  which  indicated  an  intention 
of  marching  by  Bar-le-duc  to  Chalons  ;  or  had  other«- 
wife  contrived  to  fpread  this  imprelHon,  on  purpofe 
to  conceal  his  real  deiign,  which  was  to  force  the  de- 
files of  Grand  Pre. 

Kellermann  and  Luckner  were  both  deceived  ia 
this  point.  The  former  was  fo  much  convinced  that 
the  DtUie's  motement  was  a  feint,  that  he  had- 
thoughts  of  marching  from  Sainte  Dizier,  where 
he  then  was,  to  Chalons,  fo  as  to  arrive  before 
tlie  enemy. 

Luckner  had-  fent  reinforcements  to  the  army 
ef  Kellermann  where  they  were  not  needed,  in- 
fteadot  fending  them  to  Uumouricr  at  Grand-Pre> 
by  a  fhort  route  which  Dillon  had  indicated. 

•  Affemblc  all  the  peafants  by  the  alarm  bell,  that  th*y  may 
line  the  abatis  f.  Dirc*5l  your  laarch  to  the  right,  and  order 
all  the  troops  who  (hall  affemble  at  St.  Mcnehould  to  move  ia 
the  lame  direAion.  After  our  jundlion  we  will  fix  upon  mea- 
ftircs  for  covering  that  place,  and  attending  the  march  of  the 
enemy  to  Chaons.  Order  the  alarm  bells  to  be  rung  during 
your  march,  I  will  do  the  fame  ;  this  will  fomcwhat  difcon- 
cert  thc^  march,  of  the  enemy.  I  will  begin  my  march  at  mid* 
night. 

(.  Sijjned)  Du>40Urxeii, 

f .  Anabatis  ii-formed  by  trees  cut  down  and  arranged  with 
llieir  branches  towards  lli&  euoujfj  fct »« to  furm  a  kind  of  fortir 
^aiicDt 
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Diiniourier  was  foon  convinced  of  his  miflake,  arid 
wrote  the  following  letter  to  Dillon. 


Grand-Pre  le  la  Sept.  I'aiu 
4  ne  de  la  Liberie. 

L  E  S  enemies  vous  ont  abandonne,  mon  cher 
General,  pour  fe  porter  fur  moi ;  ils  me  font  une 
attaque  dans  le  moment ;  je  ne  fais  pas  encore  li 
c'  eft  la  veritable,  je  crois  que  ce  n'eft  qu'une 
feinte  pour  attaquer  laTrouee  du  Chetie-lePopu- 
leux  *,  ou  je  porte  du  renfort.  Envoyez  moi  da 
fecours,  fans  cependant  degarnir  la  Trouee  de  Cler- 
mont. 

Jevous  embarlle. 
Le  General  en  Chef  de  V  Armee  du  Nord* 
Signe  DuMOURiER*. 

On  the  following  day  Dillon  received  another 
letter  from  Dumoarier,  who,  being  affared  that  the 
enemy  intended  a  fecond  attack  with  more  force 
than  that  of  the  day  before,  and  having  received  no 


*  This  Is  a  poft  on  the  north  end  of  the  Foreft  of  Argonae, 
■which  Dumourier  meant  to  defend.  By  the  I  rouce  de  Clermont 
he  means  the  ilraltsof  Biefme. 

*  The  enemy  have  left  you  my  dear  General,  to  com« 
againft  me ;  they  begin  an  attack  at  this  moment.  I  am  not 
qui' e  convinced  th  it  they  are  i:i  earnell,  I  rather  fufpeift  that 
this  is  afe^nt  to  divert  my  attention  from  the  paffage  of  Chene- 
le-PopuIeux,  where  they  mean  a  real  attack,  and  whither  I  am 
adtually  fending  reinforcements  Send  me  fuccour,  vtrithout 
kowevtr  too  much  weakening  the  Strait  of  Clermont. 

Comte  Rendu  par  le  JU.  Gen.  A.  Dilloa 
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f  iccours  from  Chalons,  gave  a  pofitive  order  to  Dil- 
lon to  fend  hira  directly  all  the  troops  he  could  pof- 
fibly  (pare  without  endangering  his  own  pofition. 
Dillon  accordingly  Tent  him  about  3000,  the  fourth 
of  which  was  cavalry  ;  and  this  was  the  only  re- 
inforcement which  Dumourier  received  before  he 
was  obliged  to  quit  Grand-Pre  :  but  fmall  as  this 
.aid  may  be  thought,  it  was  as  much  as  Dillon  could 
in  prudence  fend,  becaufe  the  body  of  Pruffians 
which  had  marched  under  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  to 
Grand  Pre  had  been  immediately  replaced  by  15,000 
Auftrians  and  Heflians,  who  were  afterwards  rein- 
forced to  the  number  of  20,000,  by  whom  he  cxped- 
ed  to  be  attacked  every  day. 

It  is  probable  that  Dillon  had  emilTaries  near 
the  perfon  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  who  gave 
liim  notice  of  what  palled,  for  his  information  is 
in  general  juft  ;  and  in  a  letter  to  Keliermann, 
dated  the  i^th  of  September,  he  informs  him, 
that  Dumourier  had  been  attacked  the  day  before, 
and  that  the  attack  had  been  renewed  the  morning 
of  the  15th,  without  fuccefs  ;  and  he  adds,  *' Jc 
fais  qu'  hier  le  Due  de  Brunfwick  furieux  a  dit  an 
Roi  de  Pruff'e — -Je  perdrai  bien  du  monde,  maig 
j'y  paflcrai*,'* 

The  Duke  of  Brunfwick  >Tas  as  good  as  his  word 
—On  the  14th  of  September  the  attack  of  tha 
Pruffians  was  irrefiftible.  During  the  time  that 
Dumourier  was  himfelf  attacked,  he  was  inform- 
ed that  a  poft  called  La  Croix  aux  Hois,  which 
General  Chazot  defended,  was  forced.  Dumou- 
rier therefore  was  obliged  entirely  to  abandon  the 
pnffes  of  Grand-Pre,  and  to  direft  his  march  to 
Sainte-^?c^ehould,  where  he  had  previonfly  trac- 
ed a  camp   in  a    very  ftrong    pofition On  his 

•  T  know  that  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  faid  to  the  Kinp  of 
Pri.nia  ycftcrday  in  a  violent  paflion— 1  ihail  lofc  a  great  manj 
■BCD,  bat  1  am  refolved  to.  pis.. 
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*iarch,  his  army  ,\vas  Co  violently  prefled  by  thef 
advanced  cavalry  of  the  Pruffians,  that  it  was  thrown 
into  confufion,  and  part  fled  in  a  fhameful  man- 
ner, quite  to  the  town  of  St.  Menehould,  which 
they  entered,  crying,  "All  is  lofti"  and  fpread- 
ing  difmay  on  all  fides.  Dumourier,  in  the  ac- 
count which  he  fent  to  the  Convention,  feems  to 
think  that  if  the  Pruffians  had  pufhed  on  with  vi- 
gour during  this  panic,  his  army  might  have  been 
difperfed. 

Dillon  happened  to  be  at  St.  Menehould  when  the 
fugitives  arrived — he  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
prevent  the  terror  from  fpreading — he  fent  detach- 
ments of  horfe  to  the  neighbouring  villages  to  ftop 
thofe  who  fled,  and  prevent  the  alarm  reachingCha- 
lons,  where  it  mi<j;ht  have  had  the  word  eiFe(5l  on  the 
new  levies  aflembling  under  Luckncr, 

By  Dillon's  exertions  and  the  animating  prefence 
of  Dumourier,  the  army  regained  order,  fpirit  and 
confidence  in  their  ofiiccrs. 

Thofe  who  had  diflinguiflied  themfelves  in  this 
fham*ful  manner  were  lent  in  difgrace  from  the  ar- 
my, which,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  entered  the 
camp  at  St.  ^!enehould,  and  began  with  all  diligence 
to  fortify  it,  in  the  perfuafion  that  it  would  be  very 
foon  attacked.  Bournonviile,  at  the  head  of  a  body 
of  12,000  men,  joined  Dumourier  on  the  17th.  The 
Duke  of  Erunf\vick  knew  that  Kellermann  was  near 
fit  hand  with  a  greater  force,  and  forracd  the  plan  of 
attacking  him  before  he  ro-Jd  join  Dumourier.  Kel- 
lermann, by  forced  inarches,  gained  the  heights  of 
Valmy  on  the  evening  of  the  loth.  Valmy  is  within 
lels  than  a  mile  of  other  heio-hts,  on  v^^hich  was  the 
ftrong  can-p  ot  Dumourier.  Kelieim^nn  received 
intelligence  of  the  March  of  thePruliians  during  the 
night,  ^vhich  convinced  him  that  he  would  be  attack- 
ed the  following  morning      Ke  made  his  difpolitions 
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accordingly,  and  ufed  ev^ry  poffible  means  of  cncou-, 
raging  his  foldiers.  He  walkeil  through  the  lines 
with  ibme  of  the  niofl  popular  officers,  to  animate 
them  by  their  difcourfe.  The  army  anfwercd  them 
by  huzzas,  and  the  cry  of  Vive  la  Nation  !  Kelkr- 
luann's  army  extended  from  a  village  called  Dam- 
martin  la  Planchette,  along  tlie  heights  of  Valmy, 
A  free  communication  was  kept  up  between  his  ar- 
my and  that  of  Dumourirr,  who  fent  8000  men  to 
his  afliftance  during  the  cannonade,  which  l?(}ed  the 
whole  day.  The  Fruilians  mamruvred  with  their 
aCual  cooinefs  and  addrefs,  fometimes  forming  into 
columns,  as  if  their  intention  had  been  to  attack  wlih 
the  bayonet,  and  fometimes  moving  with  an  in- 
tention to  furround  Kellermann,  and  cut  off  his  com- 
munication with  Dumourier.  The  firmnefs  of  the 
French,  under  the  fkilful  direftion  of  their  Generals 
prevented  the  Pruflians  from  acconiplilhing  either. 
Dumourier  was  in  perlon  at  the  batteries,  during  fe- 
veral  hours  of  the  cannonade,  and  at  the  head  of  his 
own  troops  to  oppofe  the  Pruflians  when  thfyat- 
tcnjpted  to  furround  Kellermann.  The  fuperior  ad- 
drefs of  the  French  cannoneers  was  apparent  during 
the  wliole  action  ;  and  the  army  in  general  flu  wed 
a  de2;rce  of  (teadinefs  which  diii  ipimed  troops  alone 
have  been  (uppolcd  to  polTef-,  and  rivalled  tlje  Pruf- 
lians in  flcadinefs  anJ  obedience  to  their  oiriccrs. 
while  their  natural  vi\  acirv  appeared  in  long*  ana 
cries  of  Vive  la  '  .ition  !  amidfl  thecaino.ge  oi  tlic 
cannonade.  In  Keilermann's  army  t  here  were  about 
fo.ir  hu.r'red  killed,  and  between  fi\  e  and  (ix  hun- 
clrid  woo  ded.  The  <.'»eHeral  himfclf  nrrrowly 
cfcapcd.  hi..  Sorfe  being k"' lied  under  him.  It  is  ("aid 
and  it  is  moli  probable,  iliat  the  lols  of  the  Pruflians 
wa'  confid  TAbly  grearcr.  "What  military  men  pe- 
cu;i;!' Iv  ad'^ire  in  fiie  condm't  of  Kellermann,  was 
the  ikiil  ne  d)lpk>vcd  that  evcni'-.g  in  chnrg'ng  his 
p()i:ri'.)ii  in  the  pr-'feiKC  ot  the  enemy,  to  one  dill 
more  Hd\  antageouN  by  which  liis  right  ^ving  touch- 
ed the  army  ot  bumouricr,  his  Ictt   was  protected 
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by  heights  eailly  defended,  while  in  his  front  was  a 
rivulet  greatly  iwelled  by  the  recent  rainsf .  That 
he  was  not  attacked  during  this  manxuvre  is  not  on- 
ly a  proof  ot  his  ability  with  which  it  was  perform- 
ed, but  alfo  forms  a  ftrong  prefumption  of  the  great 
lofs  which  the  Pruffians  had  fuftained,  and  of  their 
Jjeing  difcouraged  by  this  unfuccelsfiil  attack. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  attack  was  made  on  the 
army  of  Kellermann,  the  20  ooo  men  which  had 
been  left  at  Clermont,  made  an  atteippt  on  Jjillon's 
camp  at  Biefme. —  1  he  Luke  of  Erunlwick  had  been 
under  the  neceflity  of  leaving  this  (Irong  party  be- 
hind, otherwife  Dillon  would  have  intercepted  all 
his  convoys  ;  fo  that  Lillon,  with  about  five  tf'r  fix 
thoufandmen,  had  detained  20,000  from  the  Fruflian 
army  when  it  marched  againft  Dumourier  and  Kel- 
lermann. f  hofe  20,C0G  now  marc;  ed  to  the  attack 
of  Biefme  ;  they  were  fb  confident  of  their  own  fuc-^ 
cefs  and  that  Dumourier  would  be  routed  by  the 
Pruflians,  that  they  made  their  whole  equipage  and 
baggage  of  every  kind  follow  them,  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  after  they  had  i-orced  the  pofl:  of  tiefme, 
they  would  be  ordered  to  join  the  FrufTians  and  ac- 
company them  to  Paris  Dillon's  defence,  however, 
was  attenf'ed  with  the  fame  fuccefs  as  Kellermann's. 
The  Auftrians  and  ( 'effians  were  repulfed  and  oblig- 
ed to  retire  in  great  diforder. 

After  thefe  unfuccefsful  attacks,  the  Duke  of 
Brun(vvick  eticamped  his  army  at  La  Lune,  near  the 
army  of  Dumourier,  and  between  Si,  Menehould 
and  Chalons.  Fere  tlie  Pruflians  who  had  already 
fli  Tered  by  (icknefs. were  greatly  diftr^'fled  for  a  want 
of  provifidns.  Bournonville,  detached  with  a  body 
of  four  thoufand  men  by  Dumourier  had  intercepted 
,  fcveral  convoys  that  were  advancing  from  their  raa- 

f  Ol>(ervatioiisfur  la  Coroprgne  de  1791,  par  Gobert,  Adjs* 
tan   General. 
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p;ri7.ines  at  Grand-Pre.  He  intercepted,  in  particu- 
lar, feveral  droves  oi  cattle  goin^  to  the  Pruflians, 
and  ordered  tliem  to  be  flaughtered  for  the  ufe  of  his 
own  army  :  for  this  lad  exphjir,  joined  to  his  cou- 
rage and  ftrength.  he  was  called  the  French  Ajax. — 
Nothing  could  brine  the  French  peafants  to  carry 
any  kind  of  neceflaries  to  tlie  Germans,  while  they 
flocked  with  fupplies  to  the  camp  of  Dumonrier.  It 
aUb  wasditficult  and  moft  cxpenfi\  e  for  the  Duke  of 
Briinfwi.k,  or  any  officer  who  commanded  his  de- 
tached parties,  to  procure  intellijrence,  as  they  were 
fiirrounded  with  fpies,  who  informed  i.umourier  of 
all  their  movements.  As  the  Pruflians  conld  procure 
no  provifions,  but  from  their  own  magazines,  the 
fcarcity  was  increafed  by  the  exceflive  rains  which 
fell  at  this  time,  and  rendered  the  roads  unconimon- 
ly  deep,  and  in  lome  places  almo(l  impafliible  ;  in 
the  mean  time,  the  Prudians  were  more  cxpofed  to 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  fuilercd  more 
from  cold  moiftureand  want  of  provifions,  than  the 
French,  who  were  proteftcd  in  fome  degree  from 
thofe  evils  by  the  care  and  attention  ot  their  conn- 
trymea.  To  ihefe  dillrefles  were  added  the  vexa*. 
tion  and  difcouragement  whih  the  Pruflians  miifl 
have  felt  at  finding  th  whole  country  united  againfl 
them,  inftead  of  a  great  proj)on  ion  being  dilpofcd 
to  join  them,  as  they  had  been  made  toexpeft. 

There  are  profefTlons  in  which  men  fometimes  ac- 
quire great  rcpuUation  with  liiile  merit — this  may 
happen  either  from  the  public  being  no  judges  of 
the  inerit  of  thofe  ]iartic\!lar  ]>rofefTions,  or  bccaufe 
fuccels  in  tlie  profeflion  may  arife  from  the  n>erit  of 
others  who  dlreA  the  mcafuresof  the  individual  ^^  ho 
acquires  the  reputation. 

This  is  often  the  cafe  in  the  military  profclTion.  at 
the  top'of  which  men  are  placed  from  the  circum- 
fcances  of  birth,  independent  of  all  idea  of  merit, 
^nd  frequently  in  fpitccf  the  moll  glaring  proofs  of 
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incapacity.     la  this  profedlon,  likewife,  men  have ' 
acquired  fame  fromfaccefles  that  have  heen  entirely- 
owing  to  the  fuperior  valour  of  their  troops,  and 
the  fuperior  lliill  of  fome  Ibbordinate  officer. 

Bat  if  the  commanders  of  armies  may  onfome  oc- 
cafions  acquire  fame  without  deferving  it,  no  let  of 
men  are  more  expofed  to  cenfare  on  account  of  fmi- 
fter  events,  which  no  fagacity  could  foreiee^  and  no 
human  power  could  prevent. 

Few  men  have  experienced  this  more  than  the' 
Dukeof  Brnnfwick,  who  has  been  blamed  for  not 
inarching  direftly  to  C  halons,  or  Ilheiins,  as  foon  as 
he  found  himfelf  between  thofe  cities  and  Duniou- 
rier's  army.  Fhole  who  make  this  criticii'm  do  not 
think  of  the  danger  and  .diiticultv  of  marchingwith 
an  enemy  hangmg  on  the  lear,  and  intercepting  the 
convoys  of  rhe  advancing  army. 

But  without  taklno;  farther  notice  of  fuch  random 
•  ■■*. 

cenhires,  it  is  the  opinion  of^  many  of  the  military 

pro;'eiIion;,  that  inltead  of  remaining  inacHise  at  his 
camp  at  L.a  '■  un'e^  after  t'lie  cann+)n'ade  of  tlie  20th  of 
September,  he  ought  to  liave  attacked  Dumourier 
at  St  Meneliould.  Fhofe  who  hold  this  opinion, 
fay,  that  frooi  the  fjpeviority  of  the  PrulTians,  over 
the  raw  troops  of  ^'rance.  he  had  a  great  probabili- 
ty of  beating  and  difperl'ingthem,  which  would  have 
fpread  (uch  an  alarm,  that  the  levies  which  were 
marching  againft  tlic  Duke  would  have  joined  in  the 
fligiit  ;  and  infliead  of  eiiemies,  he  Vv^ould  have  met 
only  friends  on  his  way  to  Paris  ;  for  nothing  is  fo 
efficacious  as  a  vitLory,  in  converting  enemies  into, 
friends. 

I  have  been  afliued,  that  this  meafure  was  pro- 
poled  by  tlie  Marechal  de  Carries,  in  a  Council  of 
V/ar-held  at  La  I  one  ;  and  his  opinion  was  Ibpport- 
ed  by  that  of  M.  de  Poilly,   a  General  Officer  in  the 
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French  army,  who  had  rcfided  In  that  province,  and- 
had  an  accurate  kjiowledge  of  the  country,  and  that 
this  attack  of  the  camp  of  Menehould  was  a'fo  great- 
ly defircd  by  the  whole  corps  of  French  Emigrants. 

Without  any  prctenfions  to  military  knowledge, 
it  is  not  difficult  to  conjed.ure  what  may  have  deter- 
mined the  Duke  of  Brunlwick  a^ainft  rifking  fuch  a 
rneafure. 

He  certainly  had  entered  France  with  a  perfuafion 
that  he  would  be  f«ivoured  by  a  great  part  of  the  coun- 
try who  difliked  the  conf^itution  :  he  had  reaion  to 
helieve  that  the  evenis  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  the 
tliird  of  Scptetnber,  would  render  the  people  more 
avelfe  to  the  new  government,. and  moie  favourable 
lo  his  expedition.  The  ealy  conqucll  of  Longway 
and  V^crdun  tended  .to  confirm  liim  in  thole  (enti-. 
nicnts.  ile  found  no  very  gieat  difficulty  in  forcing 
:he  Straits  of  Grand-Fre. 

Thus  far  therefore  every  thing  rather  had  a  ten- 
dency to  encourage  the  Duke  to  proceed  ;  but  the  ac- 
tion of  the  2oth  c)f  September,  and  the  difpofnion  in. 
which  he  found  the  country,  mull  have  had  a  very 
diflerent  cftett  on  his  mind.  Bv  the  former  he  i  ad 
the  pi  oofs  of  a  fitmnels  in  the  Frent  h  aimy,  ard  a 
(k  11  in  the  General  which  h.-  did  not  ixpt^l  ;  and  in 
the  country,  fo  (ar  ftom  any  lavoura'i  lo  dilpolifion 
towardshis  cntcrj/rizc,  cvtiv  appearance  was  hi  f tile 
in  the  higheft  decree.  At  hiscamp  at  La  Lune  '  is- 
convovswere  fometimes  iiKercepted  ;  he  couKl  obtain 
no  provihons  ftom  the  inhabitants,  aid  hs.irmy  was 
fulTerirg  under  the  complicated  di(lrel>  ol  want,  and 
a  dangerous  epidemic  ;  it  is  laid  there  weie  near  ten 
ihoufand  fuk  in  his  camp,  and  at  Grand-Tie.  In 
fcach  circumflances  an  attaik  on  Dumouricr's  army, 
now  70,000  (Irong,  and  whole  flrength  he  had  alrea- 
dy experienced,  wai  not  very   promiluijj  ot  iucccls  j^, 
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and  if  unfucccTsfuI,  would  have  been  attended  with 
the  entire  ruin  of  hisown.  But  eve^  upon  the  lup- 
pofition  that  he  had  been  victorious,  the  remains  of 
the  French  army  after  a  defeat,  with  the  troops  at 
Chalons,  Rheims,  Soiffons,  and  in  every  part  of  the 
country,  would  have  rendered  the  retreat  of  his  ar- 
my, diminiQied  by  viftory  and  enfeebled  by  ficknefs, 
very  dangerous  if  he  had  marched  much  farther  into 
France. 

As  foon  as  it  was  evident  that  the  country  was  a- 
gainft  him,  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick's  enterprize 
might  have  been  conHdered  as  having  failed.  He  had 
nothing  to  think  of  but  to  effect  a  retreat,  which  he 
finally  conduced  with  a  {kill  equal  to  the  higheft  re- 
putation.. 

But  he  firft  propofed  a  truce  ;  during  this  a  confer- 
ence took  place  between  the  chiefs  of  the  oppohte 
armies.  It  has  been  faid,  that  Dumourier  agreed  to 
this  with  a  view  to  promote  defertion  among  the  Ger- 
man foldiers,  by  diftributing  the  decree  of  the  Nati- 
onal Affembly  for  the  encouragement  of  defcrters, 
and  alio  in  the  hopes  of  inducing  the  Ring  of  Prul- 
fia  to  break  with  the  Auftrians,  at  this  moment  of' 
indignation  and  difappointment ;  and  it  has  been 
afferted  that  Dumourier  proved  himfelf  a  much  bet- 
ter politician  than  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  on  this 
occahon.  The  reverfe  of  this  however  feems  to  be 
the  truth  ;  for  if  what  is  mentioned  above  were  real- 
ly Dumourier's  objefts  in  agreeing  to  the  truce,  he 
failed  in  both.  There  was  ?2(?  defertion  from  the  Pruf- 
fian  army,  and  the  King  did  not  break  with  the  Em- 
peror;  but  it  was  of  infinite  importance  to  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick,  who  had  already  determined  on  a  re- 
treat, to  have  a  few  days  of  truce,  which  he  employ- 
ed in  conveying  his  artillery  and  heavy  baggage  un- 
difturbed  from  the  camp  of  La  Lune  to  Grand-Pre. 

Nothing  can  be  more   uncandid  and   inconfiflent 
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than  the  manner  in  which  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick's 
condudl  hasb;.-en  criticifed — It  is  aflerled  in  the  firft 
place,  that  he  inconfiderately  led  his  army  into  a  fitu- 
ation  io  defperate,  that  if  they  advanced,  they  muft 
be  all  either  kiiled  or  taken  prifoners;  if  they  retreat- 
ed, one  half  mufl  be  cut  in  pieces  ;  and  if  they  re- 
iTiained  where  they  were,  tlicymuftbe  flarved.  Tak- 
ing this  account  to  be  the  true  flate  of  the  cafe,  one 
would  imagine  that  he  fliould  be  allowed  fome  credit 
for  having  extricated  his  army  from  fo  perilous  a  fitu- 
ation— -inftead  of  which,  we  are  told,  that  even  in 
this,  he  fliewed  lefs  addrefs  than  the  enemy,  from 
whom  he  delivered  them. 

In  confirmation  however  of  my  own  opinion  on 
this  fubjeft,  I  fball  only  add,  that  it  was  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick  who  fird  propoled  the  truce,  and  not  Du- 
mourier — -that  during  the  whole  time  it  continued* 
his  artillery  and  baggage  were  moving  to  Grand-Pie, 
and  that  as  foon  as  he  knew  they  were  fafe  there,  he 
renewed  his  original  manifeflo,  which  he  muft  have 
known  would  put  an  end  to  the  truce.  All  thofe 
circumftantes  render  it  probable  that  however  acute 
and  dble  Dumourier  may  be,  the  truce  was  mort-  ad- 
vantageous to  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  than  to  him. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  September  the  Duke  raifed  his. 
camp  at  La  Lune,  and  retreated  wi'h  his  whole  army 
by  Grand  Pie  to  Bufarcv..  "1  he  Auilrians,  under  the 
command  of  General  Clairfait,  fepaiated  from  the 
Prulhans,  and  pad'ed  the  Meufe  at  Stenay,  and  took 
the  nearefl  way  to  the  county  of  Luxembourg  ;  while 
the  Piulfians  palTcd  at  Dun,  and  purlucd  the  courfe 
ot  the  river  to  Verdun.  Their  march  was  flow,  on 
account  of  the  number  of  their  fick,  as  well  as  «>f  the 
hadncls  of  the  roads  ;  but  in  fuch  order,  that  although 
nurfucd  by  numerous  detachments  of  I'lerch,  no  r on- 
lidcrahle  advantage  was  gained  over  them  during  this- 
whole  march. 
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When  Dumourler  faw  the  enemy  in  full  retreat, 
and  tt>at  they  could  attempt  nothing  of  importance 
in  that  quaiter  this  leafon,  he  determined  to  go  to 
Paris.  He  wiflied  to  fettle  with  the  Executive  Power 
a  plan  of  operations  for  an  immediate  expedition  into 
Aurtrian  Flanders,  whither  he  has  ordered  a  great 
part  of  his  armv,  and  where  he  expe6i;s  to  gather 
frefti  laurels.  What  gives  a  high  idea  of  Dumouri- 
er's  vigour  of  mind,  is,  that  in  adhering  to  the  plan 
of  operations  which  he  had  traced  out  for  the  de- 
fence of  trance,  he  refifted  the  injun^liors  which 
he  frequently  received  from  the  adminiftration  at 
Parib— -and  took  the  whole  rcfponlibilitv  upon  himlelf. 
At  Paris  there  was  fo  great  an  alarm,  Oii  hearing  that 
fome  German  irregulars  had  been  near  Rheims,  that 
they  wifhed  him  to  lall  back.  And  beivan,  the  war 
minifter,  has  the  following  exprelTions  in  a  letter  to 
Dumourier,  daiedtlie  27ih  of  September. 

*'  J'efpere  toujours,^  mon  cher  General^  que  vous 
refterez  convaincu,  ainfi  que  nous,  que  vous  n'avez 
plus  un  moment  a  pe*-dre  pour  vous  rapprocher  de  la 
Marne,  afin  de  couvrir  par  la  Chalons,  Rheims, 
ct  les  fuperbes  campagnes  du  Soiffonnois  et  de  la 
Brie  :  que  nous  import  aftuellement  que  Tennemi 
occupc  les  plaines  arides  de  la  Champagne  ?" — And 
he  ends  the  fame  letter  with  thefe  words,  **  Perfonne 
ne  vous  voit  tranquill-.-ment  a  Sainte  Menehould 
tandisquc  leshouUns^  viennent  infulterles  fauxDour^S 
de  Rheims*." 

♦  T  hope,  my  dear  General,  that  you  are  as  much  convinced 
as  we,  that  you  ought,  without  a  moment's  de'ay,  to  move  to- 
war>ls  the  department  of  La  Marne,  on  purpofe  to  protedt  Cha- 
lons, Rheims.,  and  the  fertile  fields  of  the  Soifonnois  and  l^a 
Brie.  Of  what  importance  is  it  to  us  that  the  enemy  are  in 
pofleffion  01  the  barren  plains  of  Champaigne  ? 

We  cannot  with  patience  think  of  your  remaining  at  St^ 
Menehfiuid,  while  the  Huians  are  infulting  the  fuhuxbs  of 
Rheims. 
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When  we  refieft  on  the  chara61;er  of  the  people 
Dum^urirr  was  accountable  to  for  his  condu£i,  and 
how  Ifltle  they  are  difpofed  tp  forgive  what  they 
confider  as  reprehenfible,  wc^muft  the  more  admire 
his  fteadinefs.  It  is  now  gerferally  faid,  that  if  he 
had  fallen  back  to  Chalons  and  Rheims,  the  enemy 
might  have  got  poffelFion  of  a  plentiful  country,  and 
perhaps  wintered  in  France. 

He  left  Bournonville  to  harrafs  the  PrufTians  dur- 
ing their  retreat.  'Vhe  General  followed  them  as 
far  as  Bufancy  ;  and  then  being  ordered  to  the  armv 
intended  againfl  Flanders,  he  was  replaced  by  the 
Generals  Kellerinann  and  Valence,  who,  with  all 
■  their  zeal  andadivity,  were  notable  to  gain  any  ad- 
vantage over  this  retreating  and  hckly  army. 

Dillon,  on  his  part,  followed  that  body  of  Auftri- 
ans  and  Heflians  who  had  attacked  his  pod  at  Biefme, 
and  were  now  retreating  by  another  route  towards 
Verdun. 

He  had  about  16,000  men  with  him,  and  the  army 
he  purfued  was  more  numerous,  and  confided  of 
well  disciplined  troops.  Having  heard  that  the  Auf- 
trians  and  Heflians  were  irritated  againfl  each  oiher, 
and  having  been  informed  that  the  Landgrave  himlelf 
had  fpoken  with  anger  againfl  the  conduft  of  the 
Auftrians,  he  wrote  a  letter  from  Domballe  to  that 
Prince,  which  he  tent  by  M.  Gobert  hij>  Adjutant 
General,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  difmiffed  M.  Lin- 
dau,  an  Heffian  officer,  who  had  been  taken  prifoner. 
In  this  letter,  alter  fome  general  reflctlions  relpedling 
the  right  of  nations  to  change  their  governments, 
which  it  is  not  probable  the  Landgrave  will  think 
conclufive,  Dillon  affures  him  that  he  is  furrounded 
in  iuch  a  manner  that  it  will  be  very  ditficuli  for  him 
to  elcape ;  but  that  if  he  will  fet  out  the  Idlowing 
morning  for  his  own  country,  and  entirely  evacuate. 
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the  French  territories  with  his  troops,  that  he  will 
be  allowed  fo  pafsundidurbed  bv  certain  pofls  which 
were  at  that  time  accupied  by  the  French. 

Dillon  faw,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  with 
16,000  men  to  prevent  the  retreat  of  20,000  ;  but  he 
thought  if  he  could  perluade  the  Heflians  to  feparate 
from  the  Aufttians,  he  might  cut  off  the  lattei. — It 
was  not  very  likely  indeed  that  the  Landgrave  would 
be  lo  far  deceived  as  to  accept  oi  Dillon's  offer  ;,  but 
whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  depth  of  the  ftrata- 
gem,  it  is  evident  that  Dillon  meant  to  ferve,  not  to 
injure-  F»-ance  ;  for  he  fhewed  the  letter  to  General 
Galbaud  before  he  lent  it,  and  he  alfo  gave  a  copy  of 
it,  with  the  Land^rav  's  anfwer,  to  Sillery,  Carra, 
and  Prieur,  the  commiflioners  of  the  Nationri  Con- 
vention*. 

But  what  puts  Dillon's  intentions  out  of  all.queftl- 
on  is,  that  on  th-  4th  of  Oclober.  he  intercepted  a 
letter  irom  the  Director  of  the  diftritt  of  Etain,.  to 
the  Landgrave  of  Hefle,  dated  th'  fiift  of  October, 
by  which  it  appeared  that  the  Landgrave  wa^  exp.cl- 
cd  rot-ke  his  head  quarters  at  Etain  ;  on  which  Dd- 
K)r>  fent  a  courier  from  his  camp  at  Sivrv-la  Faich^ 
to  Ge  eral  Fav..rt  at  Ment^,  to  inform  him,  that  he 
inronded  to  attack  the  eneiry  on  the-r  retieot,  and 
that  they  were  to  retreat  by  Etain  ;  to  prove  which 
he  iranfmitted  the  intetcepteU  letter  to  Favart,  and 
defired  him  to  fend  a  detdchment  fiom  the  garniou 
of  Mentz  to  co-operate  in  hdiaffing  them.. 

He  adds,  "  Faites  avertirtous  les  villages,  que  tous 
Ics  citove.is  reprf  nnet  de  la  confienGe,  q  ie  Ton  lonnc 
le  toclin  par  tout,toutes  les  atmesteront  bonnes  pour 
harceler  I'enne  i,  et  lomber  dan:>  chaq.ie  aefile  fur 
ies  equipages.     Faites  piociamei  que  tous  CfikiX  <^ac 

*  Rapjiort  des  ComciiiTiaircs  de  la  C<?nventiQU, 
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lui  fouVniront  une  livre  de  pain,  font  traitres  a  Icur 
pays.  Je  le  purfuivrai  fans  relache  s'ils  fe  retirentj- 
je  les  combatlrai  s'ils  reftent,"  &c.f 

General  Dillon's  letter  to  the  Landgrave  of  HelTe 
Callel,and  the  Landgrave's  anfwer,  were  tranfmitted 
to  the  Convention  without  any  commentary.  They 
were  read  in  the  Aflfembly,  and,  inftead  of  appearing 
meritorious  or  innocent,  they  had  the  mofl  malignant 
and  mofl  unnatural  conflruftion  put  on  them  by  fome 
of  the  members.  Merlin  of  Thionville  exclaimed,^ 
that  this  letter  was  a  complete  proof  of  Dillon's  being 
a  traitor.— This  Merlin  is  a  mod  zealous  accufer  ;  he 
feems  to  think  that  by  murdering  the  reputation  of 
others,  he  fhall  accumulate  a  vafl  (lock  of  fame  to 
himfelf,  as. the  Indian  imagines  that  he  becomes  the 
immediate  poirefibr  of  all  the  courage  and  dexterity 
of  the  enemy  he  kills.  Merlin,  notlutisfi  d  with  the^ 
interpretation  he  had  given  to  this  letter  to  the  Land* 
grave,  reverted  to  Dillon's  proclamation  at  Pont-fur- 
Sambre,  and  other  parts  of  his  condutl  previous  to 
the  loth  of  Aa^i^ud;  and  all  which  he  put  the  moft 
malignant  conlhu6lion,  and  finifhed  by  propolinga 
decree  of  acculation  ajainll.  hirn. 

"  One  general  officer,"  faid  Kerfaint,  *'  has  alrea- 
dy anivvered  voui  dcciee  ol  aiculation  l)y  a  vittory 
-^How  do  yon  know  that  Dillon  was  not  obcving 
the  orders  of  Dumourier  when  he  wrote  the  letter 
in  qucflion  ?" 


f  **  J-.et  this  be  proc^jlmed  in  all  the  vlllaj^es,  that  the  citi- 
zens niayrtv-ovcr  rhcir  Ipnits;  let  the  alarm  be  founded  every 
\%h:  re  :  ail  lorts  of  arir.s  wifl  firve  to  harrafs  the  tiumy,  and 
to  affile  in  attacking  their  carriaot^s  in  every  dc-fije.  Let  it  he 
prociainitd,  that  all  wlio  iurinlh  them  with  a  fingle  pound  of 
bread  vili  he  confidered  as  traitors  to  thtii  country.  I  will  pur- 
fue  them  without  rclaxatioti  if  thty  fly — I'  am  dctcrmipci  to 
^ght  them  if  they  rkmaii?,"  &c. 
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Couthon,  in  anfwer  to  Kerfaint,  declared  that  no 
decree  of  accufation  could  be  better  founded  than^ 
that  now  propofed  againft  Arthur  Dillon — He  faid, 
he  would  not  take  into  confideration  any  thing  laid 
•to  his  charge  before  his  letter  to  the  Landgrave,  but 
in  the  fame  breath  he  recapitulated  whatever  was 
moft  likely  to  injure  him  in  the  mind  of  the  Conven- 
tion refpefling  his  conduft  long  before  that  time,  and 
immediately  after  the  tenth  of  Auguft. 

Gouthon  labours  under  a  difeafe  which  renders 
him  unable  to  walk,  or  even  to  ftand  ;  and  v/hich 
feems  to  have  communicated  its  malignity  to  his  dif- 
pofition.  He  is  always  brought  in  the  arms  of  his 
fervant  from  his  carriage  into  the  AiTembly,  and  is 
indulged  in  the  liberty  of  fpeaking  without  rifing 
from  his  feat — Kc  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  man 
of  acute  parts  ;  there  is  a  mildnefs  in  his  countenance 
that  is  not  found  in  his  opinions,  which  are  generally 
violent  and  fevere.  His  fpeech  rendered  the  enemies 
of  Dillon  more  furious — One  member  faid  that  he 
feemed  inclined  to  make  no  other  ufe  of  the  army 
committed  to  his  charge  but  as  a  fafe-guard  to  condu6l 
the  enemies  of  France  out  of  the  country;  another 
oblerved.  that  it  wat.  highly  expedient  th(«t  the  Con- 
vention fhould  charge  the  Executive  Power  to  take 
particular  care  that  Dillon  did  not  m.ake  his  elcape. 
^And  a  third  afcended  the  trilxihe  and  made  a  motion 
which  terminated  the  climax  of  iniemperaiice  and 
injuftice^ — He  propofed  that  the  three  Commiffioners 
fiiould  be  immediately  arrefted  as  traitors  for  not  hav- 
ing fufpended  Dillon  from  his  command,  the  moment 
he  fhewed  them  a  copy  oi  the  lottor  he  had  wiitten 
to  the  Lai-dgrave.  Nothing  could  be  more  uncandid 
and  captious  than  the  fpirit  fhewn  by  thofe  men  on 
this  occahon;  they  mufl  have  known  that  Dillon  had 
purfued  the  Heffians  and  Auftrians  with  indefatigable 
a£livit^  to  Verdun,  and  that  it  was  in  confequence 
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t>F  the  batteries  which  he  loft  no  time  in  creeling  a:-. 
gainfl  that  town,  that  it  foon  after  furrendercd,  but 
they  could  not  forget  Dillon's  conduft  on  hisfiift  re- 
ceiving the  accounts  ol  the  proceedings  at  Paris  on 
the  loth  of  Auguft.  Prudence  and  good  policy  in- 
dicate a  different  conduft;  the  beft  way  fureiy  to  con- 
<iliate  men  to  a  revolution,  is  to  prefent  them  with 
greater  advantages  under  the  new  government  than 
they  enjoved  under  the  old.-*-But  thefe  furious  re- 
foruieis  vvhilfl  thev  declaim  againfl  the  tyranny  of 
the  ancient  government,  prelcnt  nothing  in  fupport 
«f  the  new,  but  accufations,  poinardi.  and  guilk>tines, 
With  much  difficulty,  inftead  of  an  immediate  ac- 
cu(ation,  they  at  laft  came  to  a  refolution  that  the 
Executive  Council  fhould  to-morrow  ftate  to  the  af- 
fembly  all  the  circumllances  relative  to  General  Dil- 
lon's condud  to  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe  Caffel,  be- 
fore they  made  any  decree  refpeiimg  him. 

Oftobcr 13. 

I  went  this  morning  to  the  Conventional  Affembly, 
and  was  admitted  into  the  box  where,  on  the  1  ith  of 
Augult,  1  had  feen  the  unfortunate  family,  now 
prifoners  in  the  temple,  feated. 

The  hall  and  galleries  were  uncommonly  crowded, 
becaule  Dumourier,  who  arrived  in  Paris  laft  nightj 
was  exptAed  to  come  to  the  Allembly  this  day. 

The  forenoon  was  fpent  in  debates,  in  which  Ba- 
zot,  Vt^rgniaud,  and  fome  others  of  the  moll  dillin- 
guifhed  members  of  the  Convention  took  part.  About 
one  o'clock  I  faw  one  of  the  h-  ifTRrs  go  to  the  Prc- 
fident,  and  1  heard  him  acquaint  him,  that  Dumou- 
rier attended  in  the  aijjoining  room. 

The  Prefident,  however,  did  not  interrupt  the  de- 
bate, which  continued  ior  at  leali  an  hour  after  thi4 
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information  was  given.  It  was  known  to  forae  in 
the  Affembly,  that  Dumourier  was  waiting  to  be 
called  in  ;  feveral  members  thinking  the  Prefident 
was  ignorant  of  that  circumftance,  went  up  and  whif- 
pered  him — he  fignified  by  a  nod  that  he  already  knew 
it,  and  allowed  the  debate  to  continue. 

It  ftruck  me  as  fingular,  that  a  General  who  in 
fuch  critical  circumftances  had  rendered  the  mod  im- 
portant fervlces  to  his  country,  and  wasjuft  returned 
vi£lorious,  fliould  be  treated  with  fach  coolnefs. — I 
have  no  doubt  it  was  done  on  purpofe,  and,  in  the 
repiiblican  fpirit,  intended  as  a  hint  to  the  General 
not  to  overvalue  his  importance. 

At  lad,  however,  the  Prefident  read  a  letter  from 
General  Dumourier,  in  which  he  Informs  the  Con- 
vention, that  he  defires  td  pay  his  duty  to  them,  and 
waits  their  orders.  A  member  moved  that  he  fhould 
be  admitted  diredlly  ;  and  the  General,  attended  by 
feveral  officers,  appeared  at  the  bar,  amidil  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  the  affembly,  and  the  acclamations  of  the 
galleries. — He  is  confiderably  below  the  middle  fize, 
of  a  fharp  and  intelligent  countenance,  and  feems  ra- 
ther above  50  years  of  age.  He  pronounced  the  fol- 
lowing difcourfe,  throwing  his  eyes  occafionally  on  a 
paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand. 

'  "  Citoyens  Legiflateurs — La  liberte  triomphe  par 
touit  :  guidee  par  la  philofophie,  elle  parcourra  I'u- 
nivers,  et  s'affeoira  fur  tous  les  trones,  apres  avoir 
ccrafe  le  dcfpotifme,  apres  avoir  eclaire  Ics  peuples. 
Les  lolx  conftitutionelles  auxquelles  vousallez  travail- 
ler,  feront  la  bafe  du  bonhcur  et  de  la  fraternite  des 
nations.  Cette  guerre  ci  fera  la  derniere  ;  et  les  ty- 
rans  et  les  privilegies,  trompes  dans  leurs  criminels 
calculs,  feront  les  feules  viAimes  de  cetle  lutte  du 
pouvoir  arbitraire  contre  la  raifon, 
VCL.JI.  F 
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**  L*armee,  dont  l?i  confiance  de  la  nation  m*avoit 
donne  la  conduite,  abien  merite  de  la  patrle  :  reduite, 
lorfquc  je  I'ai  jointe  le  28  Aout,  a  17,000  hommes, 
deforganifee  par   des  traltres  que  Ic  chatinr.ent  et  la 
honte  pourfulvent   par  tout,  clle   n*a  ete   tfFrayee  ni 
du  nombre,  ni  de  la  difcipline,  ni  des  menaces,  ni  de 
la  barbarie,  ni  des  premiers  fucces    de  80,000  fatel- 
lites  du  defpotifme.    Les  defiles  de  la  foret  d'Argonne 
ont  ete  les  Thermopyles,  ou  cetle  poignee  de  foldats 
de  la  liberie  a  prefente  pendant  quinze  jours,  a  cette 
formidable  armee  une  refiftance  impofante.    Plus  heu- 
reux  que  les  Spartiates,  nous  avons  ete  fecourus  par 
deuK  armees  animees  du  meme  efprit  que  nous.     Nous 
nous  fommes   rejoints  dans  le  camp  inexpugnable  de 
Sainte  Menehould.     Les  ennemis  au  dcfefpoir,  ont 
voulu  tenter  une  attaque,  qui  ajoute  une  vidloire  a  la 
carriere  militaire  de  mon  collegue,  et  men  ami,  Kel- 
lermann. 

**  Dans  lecamp  de  Sainte  Menehould,  les  foldats 
de  la  liberie  ont  deploye  d'autres  vertus  militaircs, 
fans  lefquelles  le  courage  meme  peutetre  nuifible  :  la 
confiance  en  leurs  chefs,  I'obeifTance,  la  patience  et 
Ja  perfeverance.  Cette  partie  de  I'empire  Fra9ais 
prefente  un  fol  aride,  fans  eau  et  fans  bois,  les  Alle- 
xnands  e'en  fouviendront  :  leurfang  impur  fecomiera, 
pent  etre,  cette  terre  ingrate  qui  en  eft  abreuvee. 
ILa  faifon  etoit  tres  pluvicufe  et  tres  froide  :  nos  fol- 
dats etolent  mal  habilles,  fans  paille  pour  fe  coucher, 
fans  couvertures,  quelquefois  deux  JDurs  fans  pain, 
parceque  la  pofition  de  I'enn^mi  obligeoit  les  convois 
a  de  longs  detours,  par  des  chemins  de  travcrfe  tres 
wauvais  en  tout  tems,  et  gutes  par  des  pluies  contin- 
tielles  ;  car  je  dois  rendrejulb'cc  aux  regifllurs  des 
vivres  et  dts  fourrages,  qui,  malgr6  tous  Icsobftacles 
des  mauvais  ciiemins,  de  la  faifon  pluvicufe,  des 
mouvemens  impievus,  ou  que  jVtois  oblige  de  cachcr 
ont  entreteou  Tabondancc  autant  qu'il  Icur  a  etc  puf- 
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fible  ;  et  je  fiifs  bien  aife  de  publier  que  c'eft  a  letirs 
folns  qu'on  doit  la  bonne  fantc  des  foldats.  Jamais 
je  ne  les  ai  vus  murmurer.  Les  chants  et  la  joie  au- 
roient  fait  prendre  ce  camp  terrible  pour  un  de  ces 
camps  de  plaifance,  ou  ie  luxe  des  rois  raflemblolt 
autrefois  des  automates  enregimentes  pour  l*amufe- 
ment  le  leurs  maitrefles  ou  de  leurs  enfans. 

*'  L'efpoir  de  vaincre  foutenoit  les  foldats  de  la 
liberte  ;  leurs  fatigues,  leurs  privations,  ont  ete  re- 
compenfees  :  Pennemi  a  fuccombe  fous  la  faim,  la 
mifcre  et  la  maladies  ;  cette  armee  formidable  fut 
diminuee  de  moitie  ;  les  cadavres  et  les  chevaux  morts 
jalonnent  la  route  ;  Kellermann  les  pourfuit  avec  plus 
de  40,000  hommes,  pendant  qu'avec  un  parell  nom- 
bre  je  marche  au  fecours  du  departcment  du  Nord, 
et  des  raalheureux  et  etlimables  Beiges  et  Liegeois. 

**  Je  ne  fuis  venu  pafler  quatre  jours  ici  que  pour 
arranger  avec  le  Confeil  les  details  cette  campagne 
d  hiver.  J'en  profite  pour  vous  prefenter  mes  hom- 
mages.  Je  ne  vous  feral  point  de  nouveaux  fermens  ; 
je  me  montrerai  digne  de  commander  aux  enfans  de 
la  liberte,  et  de  foutenir  les  loix  que  le  peuple  fou- 
veraln  va  fe  faire  a  lul  meme  par  voire  organe*." 

*  Citizen  Legiflstors — Liberty  13  every  where  triumphant;  df-' 
reeled  by  philolophy,  Ihe  will  pervade  the  world,  flie  will  crufh 
dtTpotifm,  open  the  eyes  of  mankind,  and  feat  herfelf  on  the  throne 
of  thouniverfe.  Thofe  conftitutional  laws  which  you  are  about 
to  frame  will  ferve  as  a  bafis  for  the  union  and  happinefs  of  na- 
tions. The  prefent  war  will  be  the  lafl  of  wars,  and  the  tyrants 
of  the  world,  deceived  in  their  criminal  calculations,  will  be  the 
fole  viftims  of  this  contention  between  arbitrary  power  and  reafon. 

The  army  en'rufted  to  my  command  by  the  public  confidence 
has  defervcd  well  of  their  country:  reduced,  when  I  joined  it,  to 
17,000,  and  weakened  by  the  machinations  of  fhamelefs  traitors, 
who  I  hope  will  one  day  meet  the  punifhment  they  deferve,  it 
was  never  intimidated  by  the  numbers,  the  threats,  the  barbarity, 
or  even  by  the  fir  ft  fucccfs  of  80,000  flavf  s  of  defpotifm.  The 
ftraits  of  the  foreft  of  Aigoniie  was  the  Thermopylae  in  which  thai: 
handful  of  the  foldiers  of  liberty,  for  tiftten  fucceflive  days,  pre- 

Fa 
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The  loud  applaufe  of  all  the  deputies  and  fpefta- 
tors  was  renewed  feveral  times  after  Dumourler  had 

fentcd  a  refiftance  which  kept  that  formidable  army  in  awe.  More 
fortunate  than  the  Spartans,  we  were  fuccourcd  by  two  armies 
animated  by  the  fame  fpirit  with  ourfelves  ;  they  joined  us  at  the 
impregnable  camp  of  Saint  Menehould.  The  enemy  prompted 
by  dcfpiir,  i  azarded  an  attack,  which  adds  a  viftory  to  the  mil'- 
itary  caieer  of  my  friend  and  colleague  Kellerman. 

At  St.  Menehould  the  foldiers  off'rcedom  difplaycd  other  mil- 
itary virtues,  without  which  valour  itfelf  may  become  hurtful, 
namely  confiflrnce  in  their  officers,  obedience,  patience  and  pcr- 
feveraiicc.  That  part  of  France  is  barren,  and  deftitute  of  wood 
and  water.  The  Germans  will  remember  it.  Their  flavilh  blood 
with  which  it  is  drenched,  may  perhaps  render  it  more  fertile. 
The  weather  was  uncommonly  wet  and  cold,  our  foKlicrs  weie 
ill  clothed,  they  had  neither  lliaw  to  lie  upon,  nor  blankets  to 
cover  them,  and  fometimes  they  were  for  two  entire  days  with- 
out bread  ;  for  fuch  was  the  pofit ion  of  the  enemy  that  our  con- 
voys were  obliged  to  make  a  circuit,  bv  crofs  roads,  at  all  times 
bad,  but  then  lendcred  worfe  by  the  late  exceffive  rains.  Here  I 
muft  do  juftice  to  the  commifTaries  of  flores  and  forage  :  nctwiih- 
ftanding  all  the  obftaclcs  of  bad  roads,  bad  weather,  and  of  ludden' 
movements,  whiJi  I  could  not  always  forefce,  and,  when  I  did, 
was  often  obliged  to  conceal,  they  fupplicd  us  as  well  as  polljbly 
could  have  been  expcflcd.  And  it  is  with  plf-afure  1  take  this 
opportunity  of  declaring,  that  the  health  of  your  army  is  owing 
to  their  extraordinary  care  and  diligence.  Amidlt  all  the  diificul- 
tics  I  have  flared,  the  foldiers  were  never  heard  to  murmur  :  on 
hearing  the  fongs  of  joy  which  refounded  from  every  corner  of 
our  warlike  camp,  it  might  have  been  miflaken  for  one  of  thofc 
camps  of  plcafurein  which  luxurious  monarchs  formerly  alTcnibled 
regimented  automatons  to  manoeuvre  for  the  amufemcut  oi  their 
children  and  miflicires. 

The  hope  of  vidory  fupportcd  the  foldiers  of  liberty.  Their 
fatigues  and  hardfhips  have  been  fully  compenfatcd.  The  enemy 
funk  under  fatigue,  famine  and  difcafe.  That  formidable  army 
was  diminifhcd  one  half;  dircftcd  by  the  dead  bodies  of  men  and 
horfps,  Kclleiman  purfues  them  at  the  head  of  forty  ihoufand  mea. 

I  purpofc  to  maich  immediately  wi:h  the  fame  number  to  fuc- 
cour  the  department  of  tlie  North,  and  lo  thcrclitf  of  ounftccraed 
and  unfortunate  friends,  the  inhabitants  of  Brabant  and  Liege. 

I  am  come  hither,  for  four  days,  to  fettle  with  the  council  iho 
plan  of  our  winter  campaign — I  avail  my  felt  of  the  opportunity 
to  pay  my  duty  to  you.  I  bind  myfelf  by  no  new  oaths;  but  I 
■will  fhow  m>felf  worthy  of  commanding  the  fonsof  liberty,  and 
faithful  in  ihc  fupport  of  ihofc  laws  which  the  fovcrtisn  people 
arc  now  about  lu  frame  through  you. 
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concluded,  before  the  Prefident  could  make  a  reply, 
which  he  did  at  length  in  the  following  terms — 
**  CItoyen  General — L'accueil  que  vous  venez  de  re- 
cevoir  de  la  Convention  Nationale,  exprime  raieux 
que  je  ne  le  pourrois  faire  fa  fatisfa£lIon  de  vos  fer- 
vices,  et  la  haute  opinion  qu'elle  a  concue  de  vos  ta- 
lens  et  de  votre  patriotifme.  Continuez,  Citoyen 
General,  continuez  a  diriger  les  foldats  de  la  libertd 
dans  le  chemin  de  la  victoire  ;  continuez  a  vous  couv- 
rir  de  laurlers  ;  continuez  a  bien  fervir  la  patrie,  et 
vous  acquirerez  de  nouveaux  droits  a  la  reconnolf- 
fance  de  la  republique^ 

"  La  Convention  Nationale  vous  invite,  ainfi  que 
vos  freres  d*armes  a  la  feance*." 

One  of  the  deputies  then  moved,  that  the  Con- 
vention {hould  authorife  the  Prefident  to  demand  of 
General  Dumourier  what  he  thought  refpeding  the 
afEair  of  Dilloa^ 

This  was  done  accordingly,  and  Dumourier  rea- 
dily anfwered,  that  he  had  read  a  copy  of  the  letter 
in  queftion  ;  that  he  confidered  it  merely  as  a  bravado 
on  the  part  of  Dillon,  and  of  little  importance,  ef- 
pecially  as  General  Dillon  had  foon  after  purfued  the: 
Heffians  with  the  utmoll  vigour. 

Having  faid  this,  Dumourier,  with  the  officers 
who  accompanied  him,  entered  the  hall — Many  of 
the  deputies  rofe  and  faluted  him,  after  which  he- 
feated  himfelf  among  thcRr.  ; 

•  Citizen  General- — The  reception  you  have  met  with  from  the 
National  Conveation  is  a  ftronger  teftimony  than  any  expreffioc  of 
mine  could  be,  of  iheir  approbation  of  your  conduft,  and  of  their 
high  opinion  of  your  talents  and  patriotifra^  Citizen  General, 
continue  to  lead  the  foldiers  of  liberty  in  the  road  of  viftory — con- 
tinue to  gather  laurels — perfift  in  ferviiig  your  country,  and  you 
will  acquire  new  claims  to  the  gratitude  of  the  republic. 

The  National  Convention  invites  you  and  your  brethren  in  arm* 
to  a  feat  amongft  them. 
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Two  officers  then  appeared  at  the  bar,  one  of 
whom  addrcfling  the  AfTembly  faid,  **  Legiflators, 
the  Adjutant  General  of  the  army  of  the  North  pre- 
fents  you  with  a  ftandard  taken  in  the  mldft  of  fire 
-and  {laughter  from  the  French  emigrants  ;  as  foon  as 
it  was  feen  by  the  foldiers  of  liberty,  they  broke 
through  the  fquadrons  of  thofe  traitors,  and  tore  it 
from  them,** 

The  Prefident having  made  afultable  anfwer,  Verg- 
nlaud  obferved,  that  fcveral  ftandards  which  had  been 
won  from  defpotifm  were  already  hanging  in  the  hall ; 
that  as  thofe  were  honourable  trophies  of  the  vI6lories 
of  the  republic,  they  were  worthy  of  being  expofcd 
to  the  view  of  the  citizens  : — but  as  for  this,  he  ad- 
ded, around  which  the  enemies  of  their  native  coun- 
try, a  fet  of  aflaflins  whom  you  have  dellined  to  the 
fcafFold  fought : — this  odious  flag  ought  not  to  rtiock. 
your  fight ;  I  move,  therefore,  that  it  be  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  the  executioner,  and  publicly  com- 
mitted to  the  flames. 

This  propofal  was  applauded  and  adopted.  Du- 
itiourler  remained  in  tne  Affcmbly  till  it  broke  up. 
He  was  dreffed  in  the  uniform  of  a  General  Officer, 
blue  and  gold  lace  ;  he  is  faid  to  be  a  great  deal  lefa 
attentive  to  drefs  than  is  ufual  In  France  ;  but  In  any 
drefs  I  fliould  know  him  to  be  a  Frenchman.  He 
poffcfles  the  peculiar  vivacity  of  air  and  manner  that 
dllUnguIflies  the  natives  of  this  country.  1  under- 
fland  that  he  is  remarkably  entertaining  and  agree- 
able  in  converfatlon  ;  that  though  he  has  indulged 
in  pleafure,  and  yivilded  to  diflipatlon,  yet  he  is  ca- 
pable of  the  mod  Indefatigable  exertion,  both  of  bo- 
dy and  mind,  when  the  Importance  of  the  objeft  re- 
quires It  ;  that  he  has  always  been  fonder  of  pleafure 
than  of  money,  and  ever  ready  to  facrlfice  both  for 
renown.  His  enemies,  who  allow  that  he  pofTefTeg 
great  acutenefs  ofmind;  and  the  moft  uufliakco  cou- 
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rage,  throw  doubts  upon  his  fteadinefs  In  other  ref^ 
peels.  His  military  talents  have  been  fufficlently 
evinced  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  memorable  campaign  : 
without  the  fingular  circutnllances  which  raifed  him 
to  command,  and  drew  them  into  aclion,  the  man 
who  with  inferior  force  baffled  the  attempts  of  the 
mofl:  renowned  Generals  of  the  age,  would  have  re- 
mained undiftioguifhed  and  fubordinate  to  thofe  on 
whom  birth  without  talents,  or  age  which  has  not 
profited  by  experience,  fo  often  devolves  the  comr 
mand  of  armies.. 

Paris,  Oftobsr  13. 

The  minds  of  the  Parifians  are  greatly  elevated  by 
the  wonderful  fuccefs  of  the  French  arrtis.  The  re- 
pulfe  of  the  Auilrians  at  Lille,  the  fortunate  expe- 
dition of  General  Anfelme  into  the  county  of  Nice, 
the  reduftion  of  Savoy,  the  rapid  progrefs  of  Culline 
on  the  Rhine,  and  above  all,  the  retreat  of  the-Pruf- 
fians,  are  events  of  a  nature  to  have  raifed  the  national 
vanity  of  a  people  lefs  fufceptible  of  its  influence  than 
the  French. 

They  feem  convinced  that  their  arms  are  irrefift- 
ible,  and  they  begin  to  indulge  the  mofl  romantic 
ideas.  Of  all  failings  to  which  mankind  are  liable^ 
vanity  is  the  moft  comfortable  y  and  perhaps  It  may 
be  fortunate  for  a  people  entangled  in  circumftances 
rather  vexatious,  to  have  this  for  a  compenfation. 
But  (hould  the  Convention  be  affeded  in  the  fame 
way,  it  may  be  attended  with  affli<5ling  confequences 
to  the  country.  I  heard  fome  things  this  day  In  the 
Affembly,  and  alfo  from  one  of  the  deputies,  with 
whom  I  had  fome  converfation  fince,  that  gives  rea- 
fon  to  fufpedl  that  the  romantic  notions  above  alluded 
to  are  not  confined  to  the  people  without  doors. 

The  late  fucceffes  are  imputed,  befide  the  valour  of  ■ 
the  troops,  to  the  fuperiour  dexterity,  fagacity,  and. 
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natural  qiiicknefs  of  the  French  cannoniers  over  thofe 
of  all  other  nations. 

It  has  been  propofed  to  ercft  a  monument  in  the 
town  of  Varennes  in  commemoration  of  the  flight  of 
two  kings,  meaning  Lewis  XVI.  who  fled  to  that 
town,  and  the  King  of  PrufCa,  who  lately  retired 
through  it  ;  thofe  who  make  the  propofal  give  this 
infcription  for  the  monument,  Regibuj  fugatis  ;  and 
add  this  reflexion,  Dans  p€u,  chaque  etat  aura  Ja 
Varennes. 

Every  ftroke  of  fatire  direfled  againft  kings  is 
fure  of  being  well  received  by  the  Convention. 

The  War  Minifter  fecms  fenfible  of  this — He 
tranfmitted  to  it  lately  an  intercepted  letter,  which 
he  pretends  is  from  fome  perfon  at  Berlin,  addrefled 
to  the  Pruflian  Minifler,  Bifchofswerder,  in  which 
the  writer  aflerts,  that  the  people  are  highly  difpleafcd. 
at  the  part  their  fovereign  has  taken  againft  the 
French  nation,  and  that  the  following  epigram  on 
that  fubjeft  is  read  with  delight — *'  Un  jour  Dicu 
voulut  epargner  une  ville  a  caufe  d'un  jufte  qui  y 
6toit  ;  auJDurd'^hui  un  prince  Allemandveut  faire  pe- 
rir  toute  la  France  pour  un  inabecille  couronne  qui 
»'y  trouve." 

But  in  the  mrdft  of  this  exaltation  on  account  of 
their  fuccefs  againft  external  enemies,  and  of  all  this- 
feverity  againft  kings,  the  reprefentativeS  of  the  peo- 
ple feera  not  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  punifti  the 
tnfolence  of  certain  perfons  within  the  city  of  Paris.. 

The  Convention  decreed,  that  the  eleAIon  of  the 
municipal  officers  of  Paris  ftiould  be  by  ballot.  Cer- 
tain turbulent  people,  who  wifh  the  eledors  to  be. 
overawed  by  the  mob,  difapproved  of  this,  and  pre- 
vailed oa  the  fcAion  of  the  Theatre  Francois  to  pro- 
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ceed  according  to  the  old  method  of  voting  aloud.-— 
For  this  a(ft  of  difobedience  and  contempt  the  Preii- 
dent  and  Secretary  of  the  fedlion  were  ordered  to 
appear  at  the  bar  of  the  AfTembly. — Being  queftioned 
by  the  Prefident,  they  anfwered  in  a  ftyle  that  by 
no  means  indicated  repentance  ;  yet  as  they  did  not 
avow  an  intention  of  perfifting  in  their  difobedience, 
a  very  flight  apology  was  accepted,  and  the  two  cul- 
prits were  admitted  to  the  honours*  of  the  fittings 
of  courfe  this  feeble  attempt  to  maintain  authority- 
will  encourage  difobedience.  Buzot  took  this  occa- 
fion  to  urge  the  neceffity  of  adopting  the  meafure  of 
having  a  body  of  troops  at  the  command  of  the  Con- 
vention, to  enfure  obedience  to  its  decrees,  and  pro- 
tect the  perfons  of  the  deputies. 

There  are  certain  members  of  the  AfTembly,  who^ 
deriving  their  importance  entirely  from  the  favour  of 
the  rabble,  are  prepared  to  oppofe  this  meafure  ;  but 
as  the  majority  approve  of  it,  their  oppofition,  it  is 
thought,  will  be  foon  overcome. 

Oftober  14. 

I  was  fitting  this  morning  in  the  Conventional 
AfTembly,  when  fuddenly  the  firing  of  cannon  was 
Jieard^ — This  produced  fome  figns  of  emotion  among 
the  deputies,  who  like  me,  were  ignorant  of  the 
caufe. 

Having  been  accuftomed  to  fuch  founds  on  account 
of  vidories,  or  fome  other  occafion  of  public  rejoic- 
ing, a  noife  of  this  nature  was  formerly  apt  to  excite 
cheerful  and  agreeable  ideas  only.  The  impreflion 
I  had  in  the  prel'ent  inftance  was  of  a  very  different 
nature.  The  firing  which  took  place  when  the  Royal 
Family  were  fitting  in  the  fame  box  on  the  loth  of 
Auguf!,  inllantly  fprang  up  in  my  mind  ;  an  idea 
clofely  liuked  with  that  of  the  execrable   fecoad  qI 
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September,  and  the  dreadful  peal  which  was  the  har- 
binger of  three  continued  days  and  nights  of  blood 
and  flaughter. 

Thofe  unpleafant  reflexions  were  removed  when  I 
was  informed  that  the  firing  in  the  prefent  cafe  was 
on  account  of  the  feftival  which  had  been  decreed  for 
the  fi^cefs  of  the  arms  of  the  Republic  in  Savoy. 

I  immediately  left  the  AfTembly,  and  went  through 
the  gardens  of  the  Tuileries  to  the  Place  de  Louis 
XV.  now  called  the  Place  de  la  Revolution. 

A  ftatne,  with  the  emblems  of  Liberty,  was  pla- 
ced on  the  pedeftal  on  which  the  equeftrian  ftatue  of 
Lewis  XV.  formerly  flood.  On  the  call  and  weft 
Tide  of  the  pedeftal  was  infcribed,  Republique  Fran- 
^oife,  1792:  on  the  fouth  fide,  Entree  de  Montef- 
quiou  a  Chamhery,  Capitale  du  Diichc  de  Savoye  ; 
on  the  north,  Entree  d'Anfelsie,  dans  le  Comte  de 
Nice  et  Montalban. 

A  large  body  of  the  national  guards,  with  a  num- 
ber of  armed  citizens  from  all  the  different  ftftions 
of  Paris,  with  dlfplayed  banners,  marched  in  procef- 
iion  to  the  place. 

A  deputation  from  the  National  Convention,  and 
another  from  the  MuMicipality  of  Paris,  attended  at 
an  amphitheatre  ereded  for  the  purpofe,  near  the 
ftatue  of  Liberty.  A  great  number  of  Savoyards  of 
both  fexes  and  all  conditions,  holding  each  other  by 
the  hand,  and  with  every  appearance*of  joy,  piece- 
ded  by  a  band  of  mufic,  marched  be twtcn  two  long 
ranks  of  men  armed  with  pikes,  to  tiie  lq»»are,  and 
were  received  by  the  acclamations  itf  an  immenfc 
number  of  fpectators.  All  the  colours  and  ba  iners 
of  the  different  regiments  aiTcmb'ed  in  the  fquare 
were  arranged  around  the  ftatue  of  Liberty.     A  nu- 
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mcroiis  band  of  mufic  then  perfol-med  the  hymn  of 
the  Marfeillols,  and  that  favourite  fong  was  fung  by 
fome  chofen  fingers  of  the  band  ;  and  moft  of  the 
people  with  whom  this  vaft  and  magnificent  fquare 
was  crowded  joined  in  the  chorus.  After  which  the 
cannon  were  repeatedly,  fired,  and  in  the  intervals  the 
f]<y  refounded  with  univerfal  fhouts  of  Vive  la  Re- 
publique  ! 

The  hymn  of  the  Marfeillois  is  called  for  every 
evening  at  every  theatre  in  Paris,  and  nothing  can 
exceed  the  enthufiafm  with  which  it  is  heard. 

I  went  laft  night  to  a  new  mufical  piece  called  the 
Ephefian  Matron.  The  houfe  was  pretty  full,  but 
the  appearance  of  the  audience  was  very  different 
from  what  I  recoUeA  to  have  been  ufual  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions  before  the  Revolution. 

The  women  flill  difplay  fancy  and  fome  degree  of 
elegance  in  their  drefs,  but  the  men  are  univerfally 
drefTed  with  the  utmofl  fimplicity.  I  fat  in  the  par- 
quet next  to  a  remarkably  tall  man  wrapt  in  drab 
coloured  great  coat,  who  feemed  between  fixty  and 
feventy  years  of  age.  On  his  withdrawing,  I  was 
told  that  this  was  Admiral  d'Eflaign,  who  com- 
manded the  French  fleet  and  army  in  America  and 
the  Weft  Indies  in  the  lafl  war. 

The  conduft  of  the  Count  d'Eflaign  was  more 
univerfally  approved  of  during  the  late  war,  than 
fince  the  Revolution. 

He  was  Commander  of  the  national  guards  of 
Verfailles  in  0£^ober  1789,  when  a  mob  from  Paris 
broke  into  the  palace,  murdered  f  >me  of  the  guards, 
and  committed  many  fhameful  exceffes. 

M.  d'Eftalgn  appeared  to  be  at  once  a  friend  to 
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the  principles  of  the   Revolution,  and  an  arduous 
courtier. 

in  a  nation  whofe  conftltutlon  Is  mellowed  by  time, 
and  where  the  fubjefts  have  experienced  the  bleffing 
of  that  liberty  which  the  fpirit  of  their  anceftors  ob- 
tained, united  to  the  tranquillity  arifing  from  the 
monarchical  form  of  their  government  ;  a  love  of 
freedom  not  only  is  compatible  with  attachment  to 
the  monarch,  but,  as  long  as  he  governs  according 
to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution,  thofe  fentiments 
mutually  flrengthen  each  other. 

But,  In  a  nation  on  whofe  government  the  felons 
of  freedom  are  but  newly  engrafted,  at  the  expence  j 
of  the  monarch,  and  without  having  hitherto  produ- 
ced any  palatable  fruit,  the  cafe  is  different.  The 
ftruggles  and  animofitles  between  thofe  who  produced 
the  alteration,  and  thofe  who  opp(>fed  it,  are  too  re-  , 
cent ;  mutual  fufplclon  and  a  fenfe  of  mutual  accu- 
fations  are  ftill  exifting  ;   and  he  who  attempts  to  be 

c  friend  of  both  parties,  is  trulted  by  neither. 


M.  d'Eftaign  has  taken  no  part  In  the  lateft  tranf- 
aftions  ;  he  feems  to  defire  to  live  unnoticed,  and 
hitherto  he  has  been  undillurbed. 

Oflobcr  15. 

The  emigration  of  the  nobleffe  has  bv;ei  fo  very 
cxtenfive,  that  it  is  rare  to  meet  with  an\  pufon  of 
name  within  the  walls  of  Paris,  particularly  ii"}  who 
have  ever  been  employed  or  enirulled  with  the  an- 
cient government.  Yet  thofe  of  ;his  dtfcrij  tion, 
who  venture  to  remain  in  Frince,  arc  perh-jv-  in  Icfa 
danger  in  Paris  than  in  a  provincial  town  ;  becaufe 
in  the  capital  there  is  alwa>  :^  a  fufficitni  f ;  cr  to  fup- 
^rth partial ^u^  incidental  \.\.vc\\\\\^^,  pvovidcU  liic  ma- 
giilrates  are  difpofed  to  call  it  fortbi  and  make  ufe 
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o^  it  ;  whereas  in  the  villages  and  provincial  toW^ns'a 
tumult  may  be  excited,  which  the  maglftrates,  were 
they  ever  fo  much  inclined,  are  unable  to  quell. 

Agroundlefs  fufpicion,  or  a  calumny  invented  and 
propagated  by  an  enemy,  may  kindle  the  fury  of  a 
few  fanatics,  and  the  head  of  the  perfon  who  is  th« 
objeft  of  it,  may  be  fixed  on  a  pike  before  the  ma- 
giltrate  can  affemble  force  to  prote6t  him. 

His  innocence  is  made  apparent  when  it  is  too  late  ; 
€very  body  laments  his  fate  :  the  murderers  however 
are  excufed,  becaufe  they  were  milled  (egare  is  tire 
palliative  word  ufed  on  fuch  occafions ;  by  the 
nobleftof  all  errors,  too  much  zeal  fortheir  country'^ 
good  ;  and  tranqulillty  is  rellored  only  till  frelh  fuf- 
fpiclons  and  calumnies  excite  new  murders. 

I  heard  a  petition  read  in  the  Convention  from  th« 
widow  of  a  fword-cutler  of  Charlcville.  A  report 
had  been  fpread  that  he  furnlflied  arms  to  the  enemy  : 
this  immediately  roufed  the  people,  and  in  the  firfl 
fury  of  their  civlfme,  as  it  is  called,  they  cut  off  his 
head.  Very  foon  after  it  appeared  that  the  report 
was  falfe,  and  that  the  unfortunate  fword  cutler  had 
always  be^  a  zealous  patriot.  Some  of  the  deputies 
fecmed  very  much  fhocked  at  this  ;  but  I  heard  one 
obferve,  with  greeat  coolnefs,  that  he  was  forry  for 
what  the  people  of  Charlevllle  had  done  ;  and  then 
added,  with  an  air  of  fagacity,  *'  but  the  befi;  people 
in  the  world  are  liable  to  be  miftaken." 

However  ready  the  French  are  to  accufe  indivi- 
duals, the  Inhabitants  of  the  moft  defpotic  country 
are  not  more  afraid  of  fpeaking  treafon,  than  the 
French  are  of  faying  any  thing  to  the  dlfadvantage 
of  the  people  :  no  nation  was  ever  more  Indulgent  to 
the  caprices  of  Its  tyrant,  than  France  Is  at  prefent. 
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to  that  mod  capricious  and  bloody  of  all  tyrants,  Lc 
Peuple  Souverain. 

Some  of  the  battalions  which  have  been  lately  ralf- 
ed  at  Paris,  though  retained  in  tolerable  fubordina- 
tion  while  they  continued  within  the  capital  and  fur- 
rounded  with  the  national  guards  of  all  the  feCtions, 
have  been  guilty  of  great  excedes  fince  they  left  it 
—The  firft  divifion  of  the  gendarmes  a.  pied  de  Paris, 
on  entering  lately  into  the  town  of  Cambray,  broke 
open  the  prifon,  and  fct  all  the  prifoners  at  liberty 
except  one  man,  whom  they,  in  their  wifdom,  tho't 
juftly  confined.— -On  thefe  troops  leaving  the  town, 
all  the  printers  whom  they  had  fct  free  were  again  ' 
confined  by  order  of  the  magiflrates  ;  but  the  fecond 
divifion  pafling  through  the  fame  tov.-n  the  day  fol- 
lowing, threw  open  the  prilons  once  more,  and  be- 
headed the  unfortunate  perfon  whom  their  compa- 
nions had  kept  in  confinement  when  they  gave  free- 
dom to  all  the  other  prifoners.  They  murdered,  in 
the  fame  manner,  feveral  of  their  officers,  who  were 
endeavouring  to  prevent  their  exceffcs,  and  bring 
them  to  order.  An  official  account  of  thofe  alarming 
tranfacElions  has  been  read  to  the  Convention,  and 
was  immediately  referred  to  the  war  committee  ;  but 
\vhat  makes  it  doubtful  whether  any  efftftual  mea- 
fures  will  be  taken  to  punlfli  thofe  aflaffins,  is,  that 
ISIarat  continues  to  palliate,  and  almoft  tojulUfy 
every  crime  of  this  nature  that  is  committed,  wiiether 
by  the  populace  or  foldiers  :  until  the  Affcmbly  are 
able  and  willing  to  fupprefs  his  Journal,  and  punlfh 
the  Author,  what  hope  is  there  that  they  will  have 
it  in  their  power  to  remedy  or  prevent  that  blood- 
flied  and  anarchy  to  which  the  fpeeches  and  writings 
of  this  man  fo  greatly  contribute  ? 

Oftobcr  16. 

The  committee  appointed  to  fupcrintend  the  camp 
and   entrenchments    forming  near  Paris,  made  fome 
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propofitions  yefterday  to  the  Convention.  They 
were  not  agreed  to  :  one  member  faid,  that  the  piti- 
ful farce  of  la  precautione  i?niti!e  had  been  afted  too 
long,  and  propofed  that  an  immediate  flop  fhould 
be  put  to  that  work,  which,  after  fome  debate,  was 
decreed. 

All  ideas  of  defence  are  now  thought  ufelefs.— 
Nothing  but  attack,  and  taking  vengeance  on  the 
enemies,  and  maintaining  the  dignity  of  the  Repub- 
lic, is  now  fpoken  of. 

If,  however,  there  be  dignity  in  affuming  fome 
degree  of  loftinefs  in  tranfadling  with  the  powerful 
Potentates  who  invaded  the  country,  there  is  fureiy 
none  in  affecting  a  diftatorial  tone  with  the  weakeft 
of  their  neighbours.  This  domineering  fpirit  how- 
ever appears  too  much  in  the  conduft  of  the  Conven- 
tion towards  Geneva,  the  comfortable  condition  of 
whofe  citizens  for  a  feries  of  years  has  fufficiently 
proved  that  the  happinefs  of  the  fubje£t  does  not  de- 
pend on  the  extent  of  the  State's  territories.  Geneva 
has  been  confidered  as  the  nurfery  of  freedom,  and 
has  long  maintained,  by  the  prudence  of  her  coun- 
cils, that  independency  which  was  obtained  by  the 
valour  of  her  citizens,  whofe  prudent  conduct  the 
French  would  do  well  to  imitate,  if  they  wifn  the 
Republic  of  France  to  be  as  durable  as  that  of  Ge- 
neva. 

Some  members  of  the  Convention  have  taken  of- 
fence, becaufe  Geneva  lately  thought  proper  to  de- 
mand thofe  fucGours  from  the  cantons  of  Berne  and 
Zurick,  to  which  they  are  intitled  on  emergencie* 
like  the  prefent  by  exifting  treaties. 

Although  France  had  not  invaded  Savoy,  the  flate 
of  diforder  in  which  the  former  has  been,  the  excef- 
fes  which  have  been  committed  by  the  French  aroij 
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in  various  parts  of  the  country,  in  fpite  of  the  de- 
crees of  the  Convention  at  Paris,  rendered  it  highly 
expedient  for  the  Republic  of  Geneva  to  take  every 
meafurc  in  her  power  to  fecure  the  town  from  a  fud- 
den  attack.  For,  however  well  difpofcd  the  Conven* 
tiou  might  be,  who  could  fay  that  a  band  of  patriots^ 
fome  independent  portion  of  the  peuple  fouveraln, 
would  not,  without  confultirg  the  Convention,  feize 
on  Geneva  ?  But  meafures  of  precaution  became 
ftill  more  iieceflary  whea  France  declared  wnragainft 
the  king  of  Sardinia,  and  when  a  French  army  was 
ready  to  invade  Savoy  ;  for,  as  the  poflcflion  of  the 
city  of  Geneva  might  be  advantageous  to  either  of 
the  armies,  in  order  to  preferve  a  Uridl  neutrality,  it 
was  nectfRiry,  to  guard  it  from  both.  The  Repub- 
lic therefore  received  within  the  walls  of  Geneva 
1600  men  of  the  militia  of  Zmick  and  Berne  ;  a 
force  which,  joined  to  that  of  the  citizens,  might 
/fecure  the  town  from  being  feized  by  a  fudden  affault, 
but  could  not  be  confidered  as  an  acl  of  hoftility 
againft  France,  even  although  there  hail  been  no 
previous  treaty  between  Geneva  and  the  Swifs  can- 
tons by  which  the  was  entitled  to  claim  this  fuccour. 

Geneva  is  acknowledged  by  all  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope as  an  independent  lUte  :  it  feems  contradiif^ory 
to  acknowledge  fovereignty  and  Independency  in  a 
ftate,  and  then  complain  of  fo  natural  an  exercife  of 
it  as  the  calling  in  the  aid  of  neutral  powers  to  enable 
it  to  maintain  Itridt  neutrality. 

The  Convention  ffems,  however,  to  have  been 
guilty  of  this  contradidion,  and  at  the  fnme  time  dif« 
played  unbecoming  pride  in  fupercilioufly  pafling  to 
the  order  of  the  day  at  the  meeting  of  ycfterdayv 
after  hearing  the  explanations  from  the  council  of 
Geneva  read,  and  in  approving  of  the  haughty  con- 
duct of  their  comraiflioners  towards  that  ftate.    This 
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jfl  accords  with  the  prudent  and  pacific  tenor  of  the 
declarations  which  the  National  AfTembly  formerly 
made,  and  llanaps  credit  on  the  aflertions  of  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Revolution,  that  the  treatment  whick 
Oeneva  now  receives  from  the  newr  Republic  Is  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  what  all  the  neighbouring  States  may  expe£l. 

Although  It  may  be  thought  natural  that  a  mo- 
narch,  particularly  an  arbitrary  one,  fhould,  from 
motives  of  vanity,  avarice,  or  ambition,  endeavour 
to  extend  his  dominions  by  war  and  conqueu  ;  yet 
the  vanity  or  avarice  of  a  private  citizen  of  Paris, 
Lyons,  Marfeilles,  or  any  other  part  of  France,  can 
be  little  gratified  by  the  accefiion  of  new  provinces. 
France,  therefore,  being  now  a  Republic,  the  am- 
bitious and  reftlefs  fpirlt  of  her  kings,  that  fatal 
fource  to  which  the  other  States  of  Europe  have 
imputed  almoft  all  the  wars  of  the  two  laft  centuries, 
being  now  dried  up,  long  peace  and  tranquillity  is  to' 
be  expefted  when  this  new  form  is  acknowledged  and 
eilablifhcd. 

This  reafoning  feems  plaufible  a  priori : — it  Is  un- 
fortunate, however,  that  the  hlftory  of  the  world 
(hows  that  Republican  States  have  been  infpired  with' 
as  violent  a  defire  of  conqueft,  and  as  reftlefs  an  am- 
bition, as  any  monarch  from  the  age  of  Alexander 
to  that  of  Lewis  XIV.  And  the  fpirlt  which  the 
new  Republic  of  France  begins  already  to  manifeft, 
gives  no  reafon  to  expecl  that  the  philofophy  from- 
which  fhe  boafts  her  origin,  has  taught  her  more 
moderation  than  her  predeceffbrs. 

Independent  of  the  diflike  one  naturally  feels  of 
an  aft  of  power  unfupported  by  juftlce,  I  confefs  I 
could  not  fee  my  old  friends,  the  citizens  of  Geneva,- 
treated  In  this  manner  without  indignation. 

When  the  Convention  is  confidered  as  maintaining 
&5 
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the  Independency  of  their  country  againfl:  a  power* 
ful  league,  and  undifmayed  by  the  idea  that  all  povv* 
ers  of  Europe  may  join  in  the  combination,  it  is 
impoflible  not  to  refpeft  their  firmnefs.  But  when 
they  are  feen  behaving  with  haughty  injuftice  to  a 
■neighbouring  people  devoid  of  the  pov^er  of  refifc* 
ance  or  retaliation,  and  refpedable  from  their  talents 
and  virtues  only,  the  condudl  of  the  Convention  ex- 
cites a  very  different  fentiment. 

Odober  1 7.- 

The  Convention  fhbwed  more  moderation  this  day 
in  their  conduct  towards  the  Republic  of  Genoa, 
than  they  had  manifefled  towards  Geneva  ;  although 
for  many  obvious  reafons  it  might  have  been  ex-* 
pefted  they  would  have  been  partial  rather  to  the., 
latter. 

The   minlfler  for  foreign   affairs  informed  them,  . 
that  ia  a  quarrel  which  had  happened  in  the  port  of  ' 
Genoa,  between  fome  Venetian  foldiers  and  the  crew 
of  the  French  frigate  Juno,  the   flag  of  the  frigate  - 
had  been  pulled  down  and  torn  in  pieces;   in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  Venetians  had  been  imprlfoned,  . 
and  condemned  by  a  decree  of  the  Senate  of  Genoa,  , 
to  provide  the.  frigate   in    u    new   flag   before   they.  •' 
fhould  be.fet  at  liberty.     The  miniftcr  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  as  he.,  underftood    the    French    failors 
were  the  aggreflbrs,  no  farther  notice  fhould  be  taken 
of  this  affair,  but  that  the  Convention  (hould  remain  , 
X^tisfied  with  the  decifion  of  the  Senate  of  Genoa. 

Several  of  the.  members  differod  in  opinion  from 
the  minirter.  One  deputy  faid,  that  the  decifion  of 
the  Senate  of  Genoa  would  have  been  confidered  as 
fufficicnily  faiisfa<flory  under  the  ancient  government » 
becaufe  then  fhips  of  war  were  given  by  the  favour 
of  princes,  of  their  miflrencs,  and  o£  their  valgts ;  i 


(     79     ) 

and  thofe  appointed  to  command  them  were  of  as- 
ftivolous  characters  as  thofe  by  whofe  influence  thfe 
appointments  •  were  obtained.  But  France  being 
now  formed  into  a  Repubh'c,  where  talents,  exer- 
tion, and  the  manly  virtue  alone  can  lead  to  prorao- 
•  tion,  or  fituations  of  confidence,  and  above  all,  at 
this  time,  when  the  caufe  of  freedom  is  triumphant, , 
more  ample  redrefs  fhould  be  infilled  on*  . 

I  perceive   that  many  people  expe£l  a  great  im- 
•  provement,  both  in  the  army  and  navy,  in  all  eflen- 
tial  points,  from  the  new  order  of  things  which  be^- 
gan  in  France  on  the  20th  of  laft  September. 

It  will  foon  be  put  to  trial  whether  the  rough  Re» 
publican  qualities  will  render  men  better  oificers  than 
that  gallant  fpirit  anddelicate  fenfe  of  honour, 
which,  in  fpite  of  effeminacy  and  corruption,  always 
formed  part  of  tbe.charadler  of  the^French  noblefle. 

I  have  had  frequent  converfations  with  deputies 
who  are  fuppoled  to  have  confiderable  weight  in  the 
Convention,  concerning  the  probable  fate  of  the 
King  ;  they  feem  to  be  pcrfuaded  that  the  majority 
of  the  Affembly,  including  the  moil  refpedlable 
mencrbers,  are  inclined  to  baniihment,  and  are  endea- 
vouring to  poftpone  every  motion  tending  to  bring 
on  the  trial  till  the  people  have  cooled  fo  far  as  to 
be  fatisfied  with  fuch  a  fentence,  which  ihey  fear  is 
not  the  cafe  at  prefent.  A  remark,  made  by  one  of 
the  deputies,  it  is  thought,  had  great  effed  on  the 
Convention  :  the  remark  was,  **  Charles  I.  eut  de& 
fucceiTeurs,  les  Tarquins  n'en  eurent  point*.'* 

It  is  a  dreadful  thing  to  think  that  a  judicial  or 
legiflative  affembly,  fuppofed  to  be  fupreme,  and 
which  ought  to  be  influenced  by  na  confid^rations 
but  thofe   of  juftice  and  public  good,  fiiould,^  in  a 

*  Charles  the  fiift  had  fucgeffojs,  the  Tarc^uins  had  nooe»-. 
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matter  of  this  moment  to  their  country,  and  to  their 
own  confciences,  be  under  any  kind  of  reftraint. 

As  far  as  1  can  perceive  however,  the  real  citizens, 
or  bourgeoife  of  Paris,  by  no  means  defire  the  death 
of  the  King  ;  and  if  by  the  people  is  underftood  the 
profligate  idle  rabble  of  the  fuburbs,  and  the  wretches 
who  are  hired  to  clamour  in  the  public  places,  what 
probability  is  there  that  they  will  ever  cool,  or  be  fa- 
tisfied  with  any  decifion  except  what  thofe  who  hire 
them,  or  their  own  favage  difpofitions,  fuggeft  ? 

This  very  day,  in  the  Convention,  I  had  an  op- 
portunity of  judging  how  little  the  hopes  given  by 
the  deputies  above  mentioned  are  to  be  relied  on.- 
For  at  a  time  when  there  was  no  queftion  regarding 
the  King,  a  member  afcended  the  tribune  and  faid, 
*'  He  was  going  to  remind  the  Convention  of  a  part 
of  their  duty  to  their  country,  of  the  higheft  im- 
portance, namely,  the  procefs  of  Lewis  Capet  (this 
is  the  name  they  generally  give  the  King)  which 
had  been  too  long  poftponed  ;  he  therefore  demanded 
that  a  day  might  be  fixed  for  his  trial,  that  the 
wrongs  of  the  nation  might  be  avenged  by  the  blood 
of  that  traitor/' 

By  trial  it  is  evident  he  meant  execution.  I  under- 
hand his  name  is  Hardy,  deputy  of  the  department 
de  Seine  Inferieure. — He  is  a  well-looking  young 
man  ;  but  the  harfhnefs  of  his  fentiment  formed  a 
flrong  contraft  with  his  countenance.  This  gave  rife 
jto  many  intemperate  and  foolifh  expreflions  from 
ether  members  who  fupported  the  motion  for  the 
trial,  which  they  alfo  ufed  as  fynonymous  with  exe- 
cution. One  talked  of  the  martyrs  of  Liberty  who 
had  fallen  before  the  palace  on  the  loth  of  Auguft, 
whofc  gholld  called  for  vengeance  on  the  perjured 
Lewis.  And  when  another  fuggeilcd  that  "  the 
pagers  refpediug  the   King'a   treachery  fliould  be 
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printed  and  delivered  to  the  members,  and  tHat  it 
would  require  a  confiderable  time  before  judgment 
could  be  pronounced  ;"  a  third  aflerted,  that 
**  Lewis  Capet  could  not  be  confidered  as  King,  be- 
caufe  royalty  was  aboliihed  in  France — What  is  he- 
then  ?  why,  a  fimple  individual,  in  a  ftate  of  con- 
finement for  trial  :  but  the  law,  continued  he,  ex- 
prefoly  fays,  that  every  perfon  confined  for  a  crime 
{hall  be  brought  to  his  tr^a^  within  the  fpace  of  24 
hours  of  his  being  arretted  ;  the  affaffin  Lewis  has 
been  too  long  confined,  and  ought  to  be  brought  to 
trial  and  punifhed  as  foon  as  poffible."' 

On  this,  as  on  other  occafions,  I  obferved  that 
the  people  in  the  galleries  redoubled  their  applaufa 
as  often  as  cruel  things  were  faid,  and  violent  mea- 
ftires  propofed.  This  feemed  to  become  a  motive 
with  thofe  who  wifhed  to  ingratiate  therafelves  with: 
the  multitude,  to  proceed  In  making  new  propofals  j- 
the  lad  always  more  violent  than  the  former.  Yet 
the  difcuffion  was  not  premeditated,  at  leaft  it  feemed 
to  me  to  arife  accidentally. 

Rhul,  one  of  the  members  for  the  department  of 
the  Lower  Rhine  juft  arrived  from  Strafoourg,  in- 
formed the  Convention,  that  he  had  on  the  road  pafs- 
ed  a  party  of  dragoons  who  were  conducing  thir- 
teen Emigrants  to  Paris,  who  had  been  taken  in  arms 
on  the  frontiers — He  was  afraid  that  thofe  unhappy 
men  were  in  danger  of  being  deftroyed  by  the  popu- 
lace as  foon  as  they  fhould  arrive,  and  thought  it  his 
duty  to  acquaint  the  Convention,  that  meafures  might 
be  taken  for  their  fafety  until  they  fhould  be  legally 
tried.  Whether  Rhul  Introduced  the  Emigrants  with 
an  intention  to  divert  the  Convention  from  the  trial 
of  the  king,  T  know  not  ;  but  for  forae  time  it  had 
'  that  efFett,  the  debate  turned  to  the  fubjedl  of  the 
Emigrants — But  one  member  feemed  difpleafed  with 
thisj  and  abruptly  exclaimed,  there  are  others  nxore.. 
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guilty  than  all  thefe  Emigrants,  and  whofe  trial  is 
more  preffing.  "  Jc  veux  parler  de  Louis  XVI.  je 
demande  que  fon  proces  commence." 

The  debate  recommenced  refpefting  the  trial,  and 
foon  became  as  intemperate  as  at  firft.  From  the  hard 
unfeeling  things  that  were  uttered,  one  might  have 
thought  that  the  hearts  of  the  difputants  were  of  flint : 
they  flruck  fire  from  each  other  fo  fa  ft,  and  wrought 
themfelves  into  fuch  heat,  that  I  expelled  fome  vio- 
lent refolution  would  have  been  taken  dire£lly. 

Tete  a  tete,  or  in  a  very  fmall  circle,  the  French  are 
nearly  as  calm,  and  generally  more  ingenuous,  than 
moft  of  their  neighbouis ;  but  a  numerous  afTembly 
of  Frenchmen  aimofl  always  become  turbulent. 

Barbarouxof  Marfeillesthen  rore,andhad  theaddrefs 
to  put  to  an  end  to  the  debate:  the  argument  which 
proved  cfleclual.  did  little  honour  to  thofe  on  whom 
it  had  influence.  He  began  by  afferting  the  right  of  the 
Convention  in  confequcnce  of  the  powertranfmitted  by 
the  people,  to  judge  the  Kinc* — After  having  expati- 
ated on  this  topic  at  fome  length,  he  added,  "  But  it  is 
expelled  by  all  Europe  that  you  will  proceed  in  a  bu- 
finefs  of  that  important  nature  with  all  pofTible  pru- 
dence and  deliberation  :  [Here  fomething  of  a  mur- 
mur was  heard  in  the  galleryj — hecaufe  added  he, 
raifing  his  voice,  perhaps  Lewis  and  Marie  Antoinnette 
are  not  the  only  criminals  whom  the  fwoid  of  juftice 
has  to  flrike." 

He  no  fooner  uttered  this,  than  the  incipient 'mur- 
mur ended  in  acclamations  of  applaufe. — The  cer- 
tainty which  this  implied  not  only  that  the  king  and 
queen  would  be  tried,  but  condemned  and  executed, 
and  that  fevcral  others  would  meet  with  the  fame  fate 
lecmed  to  pleafe  them  fo  much,  that  they  were  fatis- 
fied  with  a  delay,  which  perhaps  would  not  have 
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Othenvife  been  carried,  and  which  was  all  that  the 
moderate  part  of  the  Convention  (who  were  con- 
vinced of  the  injuftice  and  imprudence  of  proceeding 
againft  the  King)  durll  at  that  time  propofe,  or  had 
reafon  to  expeft. 

Odlober  17. 

.  General  Dumourier  fet  out  early  this  morning  to 
take  the  command  of  the  army  deftined  againft  Auf- 
trian  Brabant..  Some  nights  ago,  accompanied  with 
fome  of  his  officers,  he  attended  the  meeting  of  the 
Jacobins:  it  is  good  policy  in  the  Genera!  of  a  French 
army  to  pay  this  piece  of  refpeft  to  a  fociety  which 
has  fo  great  and  fuch  extenfive  influence. — He  ad- 
drefled  them  to  this  purpofe :  "  Citizens,  you  have 
torn  the  hi  (lory  of  defpotifm,  you  have  faved 
France,  your  efforts  in  the  caufe  of  Freedom 
are  engraved  by  the  hand  of  Liberty  on  the  hearts  of 
all  good  Frenchmen  :  we  are  going  to  finifh  what  we 
have  begun,  and  we  will  fulfil  your  cxpe6lations,  or 
perifhin  the  attempt."— Danton,  who  was  prefident, 
anfwered  him  to  the  following  effe£l ;  "  Citizen  Ge- 
neral, when  La  Fayette  took  flight,  you  did  not  de- 
fpair  of  the  fafety  of  the  Republic  ;  you  rallied  our 
troops  weakened  by  treachery  and  divifion  ;  you  re- 
pelled with  a  few  foldiers  the  numerous  armies  of 
tyrants  ;  you  have  deferved  well  of  your  country  :— - 
under  your  direftion  the  republican  pike  fliall  break 
the  regal  fceptre,  and  the  cap  of  liberty  fhall  annihi- 
hilate  the  diadem— We  are  your  brethren  and  your 
friends,  and  your  name  (hall  make  a  fhining  figure 
in  ourhiftory."  Other  members  fpoke  in  praife  of 
Dumourier,  who  at  length  retired  amid  the  applaufe 
of  the  fociety. 

I  went  this  evening  to  the  fociety  of  the  Jacobins, 
and  was  witnefs  of  a  fcene  of  a  different  kind,  and 
which  was  little  to  be  expefted  fo  foon  after  what  is 
above'defcribed. 
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It  will  be  proper  to  mention  here  an  affair  which 
happened  about  eight  days  before  the  General's  ar- 
rival at  Paris. 

Dumourier  had  written  a  letter  to  the  Convention, 
informing  them,  that  the  Parifian  battalions  of  Mau- 
confeil  and  Republicain  had  committed  a  crime  which 
threw  difhonour  on  tlie  French  nation,  by  malTacring 
four  Pruflian  deferters  in  the  town  of  Rethel.  in  tV.e 
department  of  Ardennes.  The  particulars  of  this 
fliocking  aflair  he  tranfmitted  to  tJje  minifler  of  war, 
and  they  appear  in  a  letter  from  General  Chazot  to 
Dumourier,  which  was  read  in  the  Convention.  The 
four  men  in  queftion  were  dragoons,  who  deferted 
from  the  Pruilians  to  Rethel,  where  they  inlifled  in 
French  army.  Some  foldiersof  the  buitalions  above 
mentioned,  having  met  the  four  deferters  in  a  tavern, 
picked  a  quarrel  with  them,  abufed  them  as  traitors 
to  their  countr\',  dragged  them  into  the  ftreets,  and 
threatened  to  behead  them.  Chazot,  who  was  in  the 
town,  hearing  o£  this,  fent  orders  to  proteft  the  men  ; 
-but  the  greateft  part  of  the  foldiers  of  both  battalions 
being  now  joined,  formed  too  ftrong  a  bodv  for  any 
ibrce  the  General  had  to  ufe  again fl  them  :  all  that 
his  meflengers  could  obtain  of  ihofe  mutineers  there- 
fore was.  that  they  fhould  carry  the  delerters  before 
the  General,  which  was  done  accordingly.  He  ufcd 
every  argument  and  every  peifuafion  (for  no  other 
means  were  in  his  power)  to  prevail  on  th.  fe  muti- 
nous madmen  to  ule  no  violence  to  the  deferters  :  fo 
far  from  lucceeding,  fome  of  the  wretches  cried  out, 
Si  Lc  General  s' op p oft  a  nos  defirs^  il  Jaunt  Vcxpe'dkr*, 

Chazot,  finding  that  his  rcmonftrances  only  ren- 
dered them  more  furious,  pufhed  through  the  crowd, 
and  with  difficulty  efcaped  to  his  horfe  and  rode  a- 
way.  He  was  no  fooner  gone  than  the  wretched  de- 
ferters were  cut  in  pieces. 

*  If  xhc  General  oppofes  our  wiihes,  he  muft  be  cut  off. 
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The  abiurdity  of  this  abominable  deed  almoftfc- 
Visuals  its  barbarity,  and  this  remalk  may  be  made  with 
juftice  on  many  tranfaflions  in  this  country  fince  the 
'lOth  of  Auguft.  Common  prudence  might  have  pre- 
vented fome  of  the  mod  unjuftifiablc,  without  the 
fuggeflions  of  humanity,  and  humanity  would  have 
prevented  them,  even  where  prudence  did  not  exift. 
This  atrocious  deed  deftroyed*  the  h6pe  of  weakening 
the  Pruffian  army  by  defertion,  which  had  been  fo 
great  an  objeO:  with  the  Convention,  that  a  penfion 
of  loo  Uvres  had  been  decreed  to  every  foldier  who 
(hould  defert  from  the  Pruffian  army  to  the  French  ; 
and  while  it  put  an  end  to  every  expeftation  of  this 
kind,  it  alfo  deftroyed  every  hope  of  quarter,  or  mer- 
cy, when  any  of  themfelves  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Pruffiansf, 

To  expiate  this  guilt,  and  vindicate  the  charader 
of  his  army,  Dumouricp  had  given  orders  to 
General  Bournonville  to  march  a  body  of  troops 
with  fome  pieces  of  artillery  againft  the  two  battali- 
ons, who  were  ordered  to  ground  their  arms,  and 
fubmit,  on  pain  of  being  immediately  put  to  death. 
They  fubmitted  accordingly,  iheir  colours  were  fent 
to  their  Se6lions,  their  arms  and  uniforms  taken  from 
them,  and  the  men  themfelves  ordered  in  that  dif- 
graceful  ftate  to  Paris,  there  to  wait  the  plea fu re  of 
the  Convention. 

It  afterwards  appeared  that  the  unfortunate  men 
^ho  had  been  thus  murdered,  were  not  native  Pruf- 

H 

f  I  have  heard  it  affcrted  fince  my  return  to  England,  that 
■there  was  a  confidcrable  defertion  from  the  Pmflians  to  the 
French  at  the  Camp  of  St,  Menehould,  and  that  a  fear  of  it's 
increafing  was  the  chief  reafon  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick** 
retreat  which  reafon  he  took  great  pains  to  conceal.  But  as  the 
Duke's  retreat  is  fufSciently  accounted  for  independent  of  that, 
I  have  allowed  the  account  of  it  to  remain  as  it  was  in  my- Joum= 
■ml,  according  to  the  intelligence  I  received  at  Paris. 
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fians,  but  Frenchmen,  who  bad  enllflcd  In  tbe  Pruf- 
(lan  army  before  the  Revolution,  and  had  (eizcd  th€ 
©pportunity  of  returning  to  llieir  countrymen, 

Marat  having  heard  of  this  circum  fiance,  publifhed 
in  his  journal,  and  ported  on  the  walls,  accufations 
againft  the  General,  and  vindications  of  the  affafiins. 
The  former  he  defer ibes  as  a  debauchee,  as  an  old 
valet  of  the  court,  and,  which  includes  everything 
that  is  wicked,  as  an  ariftocrate.  The  latter  he  re- 
prefents  as  worthy  men,  full  of  patriotifm,  which 
prompted  them  to  anticipate  by  a  fcv^  hours  the  blow 
of  the  executioner  on  the  necks  of  four  traitors.  He 
alTcrts,  that  Dumourier,  Chazot,  and  others,  calum- 
niate thofe  innocent  battalions,  on.  purpoie  to  render 
the  citizens  of  Paris.and  particularly  the  General  Coun- 
cil of  the  Commune,  to  whoyn  France  ozves  the  revolu- 
tion of  the  tenth  of  Aitgufi,  odious  to  the  country  : 
that  the  four  defcrlcrs  were  not  Pruffians,  as  had 
been  perfidioufly  publifhed  by  Dumourier,  but 
French  Emigrants,  taken  in  arms,  and  therefore  de- 
lervedly  put  to  death  by  the  patriotic  battalions. 

Helikewife  accufes  Dumourier  of  having  conniv- 
ed at  the  efcape  of  the  Pruflians  out  of  France,  when 
he  might  have  forced  their  camp,  and  obliged  thcrr 
to  lay  down  their  arms  ,  and  alfo  for  having  quitted 
his  own  aimy  at  this  critical  time,  on  purpofe  to  ca- 
roufe  with  drunkards  and  opera  girls. 

I  tiever  was  more  furprifed  in  my  life  tlian  when 
Marat,  having  alcended  the  tiibune  at  the  Jacobins, 
began  to  repeat  thefc  allVrtions.  1  he  man's  audai  ity 
is  equal  to  any  thing,  but  what  I  thought  full  as  won- 
derful was  the  degree  of  paticrcc,  and  even  appro- 
bation, with  which  he  was  heard.  The  houle  was 
crowded,  and  it  contains  a  very  numerous  audience. 
When  Marat  i«  in  the  tribune,  he  holds  his  head  as 
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Isigh  as  he  can,  and  endeavours  to  affume  an  air  o^ 
dignity — -He  can  make  nothing  of  that ;  but  amidfl: 
all  the  exclamations  and  figns  of  hatred  and  difguft 
which  1  have  feen  raanifefted  again (t  him,  the  look 
of  felf  approbation  which  he  wears  is  wonderful — ■- 
lb  far  froTTi  ever  having  the  appearance. of  fear,  or  of 
deference,  he  leems  to  me  always  to  contenrtplate  the 
Ailerably  from  the  tribune,  either  with  the  eyes  of 
menace,  or  contempt. 

He  fpeaks  in  a  hollow  croaking  voice,  with  affeft- 
ed  folemnity,  which  in  fuch  a  diminutive  figure 
would  often  produce  laughter,  were  it  not  fuppreffed 
by  horror  at  the  character  and  fentimentsof  the  man. 

After  having  inlifled  for  fometime  on  the  guilt  of 
the  murdered,  the  innocence  oi  the  murderers,  and 
the  cruelty  of  Dumourier,  he  informed  the  fociciy, 
that  he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  queflion  the  Ge- 
neral in  perfon,  that  he  might  learn  from  himlelf 
what  he  had  to  fay  in  defence  of  his  conduct  towards 
thofe  two  meritorious  battalions.  Marat  then  gave 
a  very  circunvifaniial  account  of  his  fiaving  called  on 
Dumourier-  the  night  before  he  left  Paris  ;  that  he  had 
been  accompanied  by  two  members  of  the  National 
Convention,  one  of  them  I  think  he  called  Bento- 
ble  the  name  of  the  other  I  do  not  recollecf.  At 
Dumourier's  they  were  i-n formed  that  the  General 
was  at  the  Theatre  des  Varietes,  and  was  not  to  fup 
at  home.  "  a  number  of  carriag.s,  and  JDriliiant  iliu« 
mination.^,"  continued  Marat,  "  indicated  to  us 
where  this  Ion  of  Mars  was  fupping  with  the  fons  and 
daughters  of  Thalia;  we  found  foldiers  within  and 
without:  after  iraverling  fome  chambers  filled  with 
])ike-men,  mufkcteers,  dragoons,  huflars,  the  warlike 
iuit  of  the  General,  we  came  to  a  f pacious  room  full 
©f  company,  at  the  door  of  which  was  Santerre, 
commander  of  the  Parilian  guards,  performing  the 
k*u^j.on&  of  a  lackey,  or  an  ufher,  ^  He  announced 
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nne  aloud,  which  I  was  forry  for,,  becaufe  it  iniglit 
have  made  thofc  perfons  dilappear  whom  I  fhould 
have  wifhed  to  have  fecn;  but  I  did  fee  fome,  whom 
it  is  ot  ule  to  mention  for  the  better  comprehending 
the  operations  of  tlie  ruling  party  in  the  Convention, 
and  letting  the  public  know  who  arc  the  ftate  jug- 
»rlcrs  with  whom  the  comman4er  of  our  armies  is  moll 
connefted.  To  pafs  over  the  officers  of  the  national 
guards,  the  ald-de-camps,  and  others,  who  paid  their 
court  to  the  great  Dumourier,  continued  he,  I  faw 
in  this  augud  company  the  minifters  Roland,  and  Le 
Brun,  attended  by  Js^rfaint  and  La  Source,  As  my 
name  had  thrown  the  company  into,  confufion,  I- 
probably  did.  not  remaik  all  who  were  prcfent,  I  on- 
ly remember  thefc  tonipirators  whom  1  have  named  ; 
i>ut  it  w;i&  eajly,  and  it  is  pujbablc  that  Vcrgtiiaud,. 
iiuzot,  Rabaud,  Lacroix,.  Guadet,  Genfonnct,  and 
Burbaroux,  were  alfo  at  this  entertainment  •,  for  they 
all  belong  to  the  fame  gang^  At  hght  of  me,  con* 
tinued  Marat,  looking  very  fierce,  Dumourier  wai 
appalled." 

At  this  a  number  of  the  fociety  of  Jacobins  burfb 
into  laughter;  and  one  pcrfon  near  m"  faid,  "  That 
is  what  he  was  not  at  the  fight  of  the  Pruffian  army." 

When  the  laugh  was  over,  Marat,  with  an  vinal- 
tcred  covjn'enancc,  refumcd,  "At  fight  of  me  Du- 
iTJOurier  was  appalled ;  which  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,"  continued  he,  etcfting  his  hi.qd,  flanding  on  his 
tiptoes,  and  looking  very  fierce,  •'  fince  I  arn  known 
to  be  the  terror  of  all  the  enemies  of  mv  courUry." 
Pie  proceed'  d  lo  inform  the  focieiy,  that  he  had  de- 
fired  to  fpeak  with  Dumourier  in  another  room;  and 
bcin  J  there,  had  jfl;.cd  an  account  of  all  (he  particulai  s 
relat.veto  the  lour  lieferters:  that  the  General  had  told 
him  he  had  alreadv  fent  thofe  jMrticuhus  to  the  War 
Minifler,  and  to  the  Convention,  and  had  lO  other 
account  to  ^ive."  Marat  concluded  by  fayingi  *'  ihjt 
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he  Had  put  other  qaedions  to  the  General,  which 
difconcerted  him  to  much  that,  inftead  of  attempting 
to  anlvver  thein,  he  was  forced  to  fneak  away  ab- 
ruptly with  afFecled  difdain;  and  fo,  having  made  it 
clear  that  he  could  not  juftify  his  condud,  1  left  this 
affemblage  of  generals,  and  actors,  and  minifters  and 
mountebanks,  to  pafs  the  night  together. 

Marat  endeavoured  to  enliven  this  recital  with  a 
few  jokes  which  excited  laughter  in  the  Jacobin  fo- 
ciety,  but  had  not  that  efFed  on  me. — 'Mara^  attempt-- 
ing  pleafantry,  increafes  the  horrorwhich  his  appea- 
rance creates ;  it  gives  fomething  of  the  feniatioff' 
which  I  imagine  I  fhould  have,  if  a  murderer,  after 
cutting  a  man's  throat  by  a  dexterous  flroke  of  a 
koife,  fhould  fmile  in  my  face,  and  tip.  me  the  wink, 

ddober  18. 

When  I  went  to  the  Convention  this  morning,- 
the  firft  thing  that  ftruck  me  was  the  murky  figure 
of  Marat  ftanding  on  the  fleps  which  lead  cO  the  tri- 
bune, watching  an  opportunity  of  entering  it :  there 
was  a  great  unwillingnefs  to  hear  him,  and  he  waited 
near  two  hours  before  he  obtained  the  right  to  fpeak, 
fome  other  member  being  always  pointed  to  be  by  the 
Prefident.- 

Marat  often  exclaimed  againft  this  to  no  purpofe, 
and  feizing  a  moment  when  the  tribune  was  empty, 
he  began  to  addrefs  the  AfTembly  without  the  Presi- 
dent's permidion  ;  but  his  voice  was  drowned  in  the 
outcry  againft  him  from  all  corners. — 'At  length  I 
heard  De  la  Croix,  the  prefident,  fay  to  thofe  near 
him,  "  Je  crois  qu'il  vaudroit  mieux  laifier  parler  cc 
gueux  la  ;"  and  railing  his  voice,  he  added,  "  Marat 
je  vous  donne  la  parole,  mais  je  ne  vous  promets  pas 
devous  la  maintenirt. 

H  3 

f  I  believe  wc  had  beft  allow  the  fellow  to  fpeak. 

Marat,  I  give  you  the  right  to  Ipsak,  but  i  cannot  promifc 
19'  QitiijQtain  i^  with  you  long, 
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M^rat  then  entered  the  tribune,  and  began  the 
fame  inveflive  againft  Dumourier  tliat  I  heard  him 
pronounce  lafl  night  at  the  Jacobins.— He  was  in- 
terrupted by  cries  of  indignation  from  all  fides  :  one 
member  addrefTed  the  Prelident  to  filence  him,  and 
not  pc;rmit  a  man  who  was  a  difgrace  to  the  AfTembly 
to  calumniate  citizens  of  the  greateft  worth  :  another 
added,  that  his  calumnies  were  praife  ;  all  feemed  to 
hold  him  in  execration. 

During  the  uproar,.  Marat  flood  with  an  undiflurb- 
ad  air,  looking  down  on  the  aifembly.  When  the 
clamour  abated  fo  that  his  voice  could  be  heard,  he 
faid,  with  an  air  of  irony,  and  in  a  tone  of  forrow, 
'*  I  am  really  grieved  to  behold  fuch  indecent  behavi- 
our in  the  Aflembly — Is  it  not  fingular  that  the  per- 
fon  who  n  you  try  to  overwhelm  with  unjufl  clam- 
ours, fhould  be  more  concerned  for  your  honour  than 
you  are  yourfelves  ?  Is  it  not  extraordinaiy  that  vou 
fhould  be  fo  much  prejudiced  againft  a  man  animat- 
ed with  patriotifm  ?" — Here  there  was  an  univerfal 
laugh  ;  but  when  he  attempted  to  rcfume  his  invec- 
tives againft  Dumourier  and  Chazot,  the  clamour 
recommenced,  and  th.e  Aifembly  flicwed  the  utmoffc 
impatience. 

K^rfaint  then  informed  the  affembly  that  the 
foldiers  of  the  battalion  called  Republican,  lenfible 
of  their  error,  had  of  themfelves  delivered  up  the 
trailors  who  had  excited  them  to  mutiny  and  mur- 
der, and  had  promifcd  to  their  general  to  efface  the 
memory  of  their  crime  by  their  conduft  againft  the 
enemy. 

Marat,  feeing  that  every  body  rejoiced  in  the 
punifhmcnt  of  the  ringleaders,  had  the  boldnefsto  af- 
fert  that  he  never  had  juftified  the  conduft  of  the  bat- 
talions. The  cry  in  conlradi6lion  of  this  affeition 
was  fo  univerfal   that  he  could  not  proceed,  and  a 
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member  immediately  exclaimed  :  "  A  man,  wKofe- 
name  it  is  difagreeable  to  pronounce,  dares  to  aflert, 
from  that  tribune,  that  he  never  juftified  the  affaiUns 
of  the  unfortunate  deferters;  in  contradi6lion  of 
which,  I  do  now  affert,  that  lad  night,  .at  the  Jaco- 
bins, he  faid  that  they  merited  a  civic. crown. — -Citi=  - 
zens,  you  may  judge  of  the  chara6bf:r  of  this  man 
from  what  I  have  told  you.  Since  he  has  been  cho- 
fen  as  a  deputy  by  the  people,. and  fince  we  are  doom- 
ed fometimes  to  hear  him,  I  now  move,  that  as  often 
as  he  comes  out  of  that  tribune,  it  may  be  purified, 
before  another  member  enters  it.". 

After  this,  the  afiembly  paffed  to  the  order  of  the 
day.  Marat  detcended,  and  flrutted  through  the 
hall,  affefting  to  defpife  the  murmurs  which  arofe 
againfl  him. . 

It  feems  extraordinary  that  a  man  fo  odious,  and 
whofe  acquaintance  every  body  feems  to  fhun,  {hould 
venture  to  attack,  in  fuch  an  abufive  manner,  a  po- 
pular and  fuccefsful  general.  Yet  the  difference 
between  the  manner  in  which  Marat  was  heard  in 
the  Jacobin  Society,  and  in  the  Conventional  Affem*- 
bly,. is  remarkable  ;  and  I  fee  people  who  are  per- 
fuaded  that  Marat  is  fupported  infecret  by  thofe  who 
in  public  difavow  any  connexion  with  him. — The 
fame  people  have  alfo  obferved,  that  the  prevailing 
opinion  in  the  Jacobin  Club  always  becomes  fooner 
or  later  the  prevailing  opinion  in  the  National  Af- 
fembly,  and  that  thofe  fufpicions  which  Marat  en- 
deavours to  raife  againft  Dumourier,  are  fpread  at  the 
infligation  of  one  who  has  very  great  influence  in 
that  fociety.  Thatperfon,  however,  would  do  well 
to  remember  the  words  of  Orofmane  in  Zayre  : 

"  Quiconque  eft  foupgonneux  invite  a  le  trahir.*' 

The  prefidency  of  De  la  Croix  ended  this  day  ; 
and.  Guadet,  of  the  department  of  the  Gironde,  was 
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•leclcd  by  a  great  m  ijorlty.  Guadet  feems  to  me  one 
of  the  mod  acute  men  in  the  Convention  ;  his 
fpeeches  are  alwavs  perfpicuous  and  correal,  and 
fometimes  fi.iifhed  with  an  epigrammatic  neatnefs. 

OAober  19, 

Two  days  ago  a  letter  was  read  in  the  Convention 
from  the  comaiilTjonei-s  to  the  army  of  the  North, 
acquainting  the  Air<;mbly,  that  a  great  number  of  vo- 
lunteers had  apphcd  for  liberty  to  retire  at  the  end  of 
t^e  campaign. 

Some  members  had  reprefcnted  the  danger  oFper- 
mitting  this  in  the  prefent  circum (lances,  and  propof- 
ed  a  decree  as^ainft  it.  But  this  meafure  having  been 
ihought  harOi  to  men  who  had,  as  volunteers,  rifkcd 
their  lives  in  defence  of  their  country,  in  a  time  of 
great  danger  :  in  (lead  of  a  decree,  it  uras  moved,  that 
the  convention  fhould  fend  an  addrefs  to  all  their  ar- 
mies, inviting  the  volunteers  to  prolong  their  fcivice 
until  the  countj  y  was  declared  to  be  out  of  danger — 
A  committee  of  four,  nainely,  Condorcet,  Danton, 
Hercault  de  Sfcchelles,  and  Vcrgniaud  had  been  ac- 
cordingly appointed  to  draw  up  the  addrels ',  and  I 
heard  Danton  read  it  to  the  Convention  this  morn- 
ing. It  was  rather  too  long  ;  and  although  ajipUud- 
ed  by  a  few,  it  was  very  evident  that  the  generality 
of  the  cflembly  did  not  much  rclilh  it. 

A  member  then  rofe,  and,  taking  a  paper  from 
his  pocket,  faid  that  he  had  compofed  an  addrefs, 
which  he  begged  leave  to  read. — This  furpriled  mc 
a  good  deal;  but  1  did  not  obfervc  that  it  produced 
the  fame  effc£l  on  any  member  of  the  Convention  : 
—it  feemed  to  me  a  linking  inftance  of  that  eafe  with 
which  the  natives  of  France  do  certain  things  which 
would  mightily  difconcert  fome  of  their  neighbours. 
I  hardly  think,  that,  in  any  public  affcmbly  in  En- 
gUnd,  after  a  cgmmittcc  had  been  appointed  to  draw 
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up  an  addrefs,  any  individual ioTtKc  aflerably  would 
offer  to  read  a  compofition  of  his  own,  as  preferable 
to  that  of  four  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  members  in 
it. — This  gentleman,, however,  afcended  the  tribune, 
and  read  his.  performance  without  embarraffment.  It 
had  ths  fate  of  moft  produftions  which  are  read  by 
their  authors,  whether  in  public  or  private  affem-^ 
blies  ;  it  gave  far  more  fatisfaftion  to  the  reader  than 
to  the  audience  ;  with  this  difference,  that  here  the 
audience  did  not  take  the  trouble  of  pretending  ta 
admire. 

The  air  of  indifference  with  which  this  was  heard 
did  not  diTcourage  another  member  from  offering  a 
third  addrefs.— By  the  ftyle  of  this  performance,  and 
the  folemn  manner  in  which  it  was  read,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  author  wifhed  to  be  confidered  as  a  man 
of  depth,  and  learning  :  he  pronounced  fome  fen- 
tences  with  a  warmih,  which  he^  no  doubt,  thought 
would  prove  victorious  ;  the  warmth  with  which 
they  were  delivered,  however,  was  furpaffed  by  the 
coldnefs  of  their  reception. — Towards  the  concluft- 
on,  refuming  his  addrefs  to  the  Volunteers,  he  faidj_ 
Enfin  iolddiis  pkiLf op  lies. 

This  unexpefled  epithet  raifed  a  laugh  that  Qver-- 
powered  a  yawn  which  had  been  gaining  very  fdft  on 
the  audience  for  fome  coniiderable  time. 

I  fullv  expeftcd  that  fo  many  unfortunate  attempts 
would  have  prevented  any  n?  w  (pecimens  from  being 
offered,  and  conf  quentlv,  that  the  addrefs  of  the 
committee  would  have  been  adopt  d.  I  wasmiflak.- 
en  in  both  rorj^tlures,  for  the  Affcmbly  hdd  no  loon- 
er  recovered  their  gravity,  than  faurey  deputy  from 
the  department  of  Lower  Seine,  dehred  leave  to  read 
one  of  liis  compofition.  He  was  a  man  of  about  lijc- 
ty  years  of  age,  very  plain  in  his  drefs,  and  devoid, 
of  affectation  in  his  manner.-r--Iiis  addrefs  was  in  thSc 
fgllowing  words  .•; 
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CItoyens  Soldats, 

La  lol  vous  permet  de  vous  retirer:  le  cri  de  la 
patrie  vous  le  defend.  Les  Romains  ont-ils  aban- 
donne  leurs  armes  quand  Porfenna  etolt  encore  aux 
poi  tes  de  Rome  ?  L'enncmi  a  t-il  pafle  le  Rhin  ? 
Longwieflil  repris?  Le  fang  Francois,  dont  in  a  ar- 
role  la  terrc  de  la  liberie,  eft  il  venge?  Ses  ravages  et 
fa  barbarie  font-ils  punis?  A-t-il  reconnu  la  majefte 
de  la  Republique  etla  fouverainete  du  Peuple  ?  Sol- 
dats, voila  le  terme  de  vos  tiavaux  :  c'eft.  en  dire 
affez  aux  braves  defenfeuis  de  la  patrie.  La  Con- 
vention Nationale  fe  borne  a  vous  recommandcr 
I'honneur  Francois,  I'inteiet  dc  la  Republique,  et  les. 
foins  de  vorte  propre  gloire*. 

The  laconic  energ;y  of  fome  exprefTions  in  this  ad- 
drefs,  plealed  the  Convention;  it  w^s  adopted,  order- 
ed to  be  printed,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  armies. 

'  Oilober  20. 

Tills  was  a  day  of  exultation  in  the  Motional  Af- 
fcmbly. — Letters  were  read  trom  their  Lommilnoncrs,. 
giving  an  account  of  the  retaking  of  the  town  of 
Longwy,  and  that  the  Germans  were  now  entirely 
driven  out  of  France.     Flattering  accouuls  alfo  cume- 

*  Citizen  Soldiers, 
The  law  allows  you,  but  the  voice  of  your  country  foibids 
you  to  retire.  Did  the  Romans  quit  their  urnis,  when  Porl'cu- 
na  was  ttill  at  the  gates  01  RuincJ'  Has  c!ic  enemy  yet  rej>alT>d 
the  Rhine  ?  Is  l.ongwy  retaken?  Has  the  hit.od  ot  your  coun- 
trymen, with  v.hiJi  the  enemy  has  bedewed  this  land  of  liberty, 
been  avcD'^ed  ?  Have  hii  ravaj^es  and  Ju»  oarbarjfies  been  pu- 
nifhcd  ?  Has  he  aclcnowjtdged  the  Majeily  of  the  Republic,  and 
the  fovcrcignty  of  the  Ptople  .' 

Soldiers,  theft  are  the  end  of  your  labours:  nothinn;  more 
need  befj.id  to  rh--  biave  defcnderb  ot  thur  country.  J  he  Na- 
tional Convcniion  has  on'y  to  retommeiiil  to  your  care,  tha 
honour  of  rhc  f  reiKh  Nation,  the  iiitaeU  of  tl;c  republic,  and. 
your  own  perfonal'glory. 
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frorn  the  army  of  Cuftine,  and  that  of  the  South; 
and  a  paper  entitled,  "  Addrefife  de  la  Societe  des 
Amis  de  la  Liberie,  et  de  I'Egalite  feante  a  Chamber- 
ri,"  was  read. — It  begins  with  this  expreffion— 
"  Legifldteurs  du  Monde*  :" — and,  in  the  middle  of 
the  addrefs  to  the  aflfernbly,  the  King  of  Sardinia  ts 
apoftrophized  in  the  following  terms  :  '•'  O  Roi  de 
Jerufalem  et  de  Chypre  affez  long-temps  tes  fatellites 
ont  appefanti  fur  nos  tetes  ton  joug  de  fer! — il  eft 
tombe,  nous  I'avons  foule  aux  pieds,  &c.  &c+."  It 
is  much  in  the  fame  ftrain  througfaout;  and  what  will 
appear  more  extraordinary,  this  piece  of  bombaft  was 
ordered  by  the  Affembly  to  be  printed  in  French, 
Spanifli,  and  German,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  departs 
ments  and  to  the  armies. 

But  a  fcene  took  place  in  the  Convention  yefter- 
day,  alter  I  left  it,  which  forebodes  more  raifery  to 
the  country  than  can  be  compenfated  by  the  moQ: 
brilliant  fuccefs.  An  addrefs  was  read  by  deputies 
from  the  48  feftions  of  Paris,  againft  the  armed  force 
which  was  fometime  fince  propofed,  and  the  modi- 
fication of  which  is  now  under  the  deliberation  of  a 
committee.  By  this  addrefs  the  Convention  is  told, 
*'  That  it  would  be  putting  the  members  on  a  footing 
with  tyrants,  to  furround  them  with  guards — Preto- 
rian  guards. — That  Paris  made  the  Revolution  of  the 
tenth  of  Auguft — and  that  Paris  would  maintain  it." 
Tney  alfo  admonifhed  the  Convention,  that  there 
are  thofe  prefent  who  contemplate  their  conduft, 
and  weigh  their  decilions  ;  and  finally,  that  the 
feftions  of  Paris  confider  the  projeCl  of  a  guard  to 
the  affembly  as  dangerous  and  odious. 

*  Lcgiflators  of  the  World. 

f  O  Kin^  of  Jerufalem  and  Cyprus,  too  long  have  thf  fatel- 
litescpprefled  our  iiecks  with  thy  yoke  of  iron— it   is  fallea  at . 
i\Ai«and  we  have  fpurned  it  under  our  feet !  ^   " 


(    96    ) 

The  anfwcr  of  Guadet,  the  Prefident  Was  fenfiblc 
and  fpiritcd.  He  faid,  that  the  exercife  of  the  fo- 
vcreignty  of  the  French  people,  and  all  the  rights  of 
(he  Republic,  reHded  in  the  convention,  which  knew 
how  to  defend  them,  and  which,  though  always 
willing  to  receive  counfel  from  good  citizens,  would 
receive  orders  from  the  nation  only. 

But,  in  afferting  that  the  Convention  can  defend 
the  rights  of  the  Republic,  he  aflerts  more  than  is 
true  : — that  an  addrefs,  in  fuch  infolent  terms,  fhould 
be  allowed  to  be  read,  is  a  proof  not  only  that  the 
Convention  has  not  that  power,  but  that  the  authors 
of  the  addrefs  know  this,  and  are  determined  to  do 
all  they  can  to  prevent  its  ever  having  it,  and  for 
that  reafon  oppofe  the  eflablifhment  of  the  guard  in 
queftion;  yet  nothing  can  be  more  evident  than  that, 
until  the  Convention  has  the  power  of  impofing 
filence  on  the  galleries,  of  protefting  the  perions  of 
the  deputies,  and  of  enforcing  its  decrees,  there  can 
be  neither  wifdom  nor  (lability  in  the  government. — > 
For,  were  we  to  fuppole  that  a  few  members  of  the 
Convention,  of  diflinguifhed  capacity,  Were  fupport- 
edby  a  majority  in  meafures  of  wifdom  and  modera* 
tion  :  yet  if  they  are  liable  to  be  infulted  by  a  mob, 
thole  deputies  who  fupport  them  one  day  from  con- 
viction, will  delcrt  them  another  through  fear,  and 
produce  that  confufnon,  and  thofe  contradiftory 
iTJeiffuves  which  have  of  late  occurred,  and  which, 
if  not  remedied,  will  end  in  complete  anarchy  and 
ruin. 

A  fufficient  body  of  guards  under  the  entire  dif- 
pofal  ol  the  Convention,  would  prevent  this. — But 
it  appears  by  this  addrefs  from  all  the  leftions,  that 
thofe  who  oppofe  the  eflablifhing  any  guard  for  the 
Convention,  have  not  only  the  dire6lion  of  the  Ge- 
neral Council  of  the  Commune,  but  alfo  of  all  the 
fcftions  of  Paris.     It  is  true  that  the  majority  of  the 


i     97     J 

•other  departments  of  France,  and  of  courfe  the  majo- 
rity of  the  deputies,  are  for  this  guard  :  but  1  fome- 
timesconverfe  with  thofe  who  are  able  to  form  a  much 
jufter  notion  of  what  is  likely  to  be  the  confequence 
than  I  can — who  are  of  opinion,  that  Paris  will  carry 
the  point  againft  all  the  other  departments  ;  and  that 
whatever  the  opinion  of  the  deputies  may  continue  to 
be,  the  majority  of  their  votes  will,  in  a  Ihort  time, 
t)e  againft  the  armed  forc^. 

Indeed  it  is  evident,  that,  although  all  the  de- 
partments of  France  are,  in  theory,  allowed  to  have 
an  equal  fhare  in  the  government,  yet,  in  faft,  the 
fmgle  department  of  Paris  has  the  whole  power  of  the 
government ;  the  other  departments  govern  by  re- 
prefentation — Paris  rules  in  perfon.  The  Majefty  of 
Le  Peuple  Souverain  refides  in  the  capital,  and  by 
dintof  infurretlion,  which  is  always  in  the  power  of 
certain  leading  perfons  here,  Paris  gives  the  law  to 
the  Convention  and  to  all  France,  and  will  continue 
to  do  fo  till  an  armed  force  is  eflablifhed,  and  placed 
entirely  under  tlie  command  of  the  National  Con- 
ventioru 

iDdober  ai. 

The  city  of  Marfeilles,  on  hearing  of  the  dangel 
to  which  the  Convention  is  expoied  from  the  mob, 
and  the  people  in  the  galleries,  railed  a  battalion, 
which  was  ordered  to  march  to  Paris  for  its  protefti^- 
on.  The  intrepid  and  decifive  behaviour  of  the  Fe- 
deres  from  that  city,  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  have 
made  a  ftrong  im predion  on  the  minds  of  the  Parifi* 
ans;  and  a  body  of  feven  or  eight  hundred  men  from 
Marfeilles  are  confidered  as  equivalent  to  a  much 
greater  number  railed  elfe  where.  As  this  battalion 
comes  for  theexprefs  purpofe  of  protefting  tUe  Con- 
vention, its  approach  has  given  difquietude  to  that 
party  who  wifli  the  Affembly  to  be  overawed  by  ths 

I 
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people  in  the  galleries  :  endeavours  have  been  ufed, 
therefore,  to  create^  prejudice  againft  the  Marfeilloi. 
in  the  minds  of  the  populace  of  Paris — and  particu- 
larly in  the  patriotic  Sana  Culottes  of  St.  Antoin<e 
and  St.  Marcelle. — It  is  circulated  that  they  arc 
brought  to  the  capital  for  fome  purpofe  of  ariflocracy. 
The  name  of  Marieillois  is  in  iuch  high  cflimation,  . 
that  this  infinuation  has  hitherto  had  little  effeft. 

The  battalion  is  arrived,  and  this  day  fent  a  depu- 
tation to  the  Convention.  A  member  of  the  depu- 
tation pronounced  a  fpeech  full  of  energy  at  the  bar. 
i — ''We  fet  out  faid  he,  *'  from  the  fhore  of  the  Me- 
diterranean, to  offer  our  lives  in  defence  of  our 
brethren  of  Paris,  then  threatnened  by  the  foldiers 
of  defpotifm,  but  that  danger  is  over,  and  the  only 
enemies  which  remain  for  us  to  fight,  are  thofe  who 
defire  to  erefl:  a  tribunitial  or  di6latcrial  power  i:: 
France.— Legiflators,  you  are  delegated  by  the  eighty- 
three  departments,  we  have  as  great  an  intered  i:. 
you,  therefore,  as  tlie  citizens  oi  Paris — We  know- 
that  certain  men  tell  the  Parifians  that  the  Conventi- 
on has  a  defign  of  cftabhftiing  pietotian  guards  around 
them  for  the  purpofes  of  tyranny — one  word  is  a  fuf- 
ficient  refutation  of  that  calumny. —  W'c  ftiall  belong 
to  thole  guards. 

Reprcfentativcs,  the  children  of  Marfeilles  know 
how  to  obey,  as  they  know  how  to  fii,ht,  they  hate 
diclators'ds  they  hate  kings,  and  you  may  count  upon 
them  for  the  maintenance  of  your  laws,  and  of  your 
authority." 

Another  pcrfon  came  afterwards  to  the  bar  of  the 
Affembly  and  acculed  Marat  in  the  fevered  terms.— 
"  That  blood-thirlty  man,"  faid  he,  **  after  having 
preached  murder  and  carnage  within  the  city 
of  Paris,  now  dlfperfes  his  journals  among  the 
armies,  to  excite  the  foldiers  to  mutiny.     The  clcclors 
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of  Paris  have  diflionoured  themfelvcs  in  choofing 
fuch  a  perfon,  and  you  will  partake  of  that  di (hon- 
our; you  will  cover  yourfelves  with  the  blood  which 
Marat  hascauied  to  be  flied.  if  you  do  not  expel  hirr^ 
from  among  you,   and  punifh  him  for  his  crimes." 

Some  members  endeavoured  to  interrupt  the  fpeak- 
er,  and  the  Prefident  reminded  him  that  he  ought  to 
fpeak  with  refpeft  of  a  reprefentative  of  the  people.- 

"  It  is  not  Marat,  the  reprefentative  of  the  people, 
I  attack,"  refumed  the  fpeaker  ;  ''  it  is  Marat  the 
journalift,  the  incendiary,  againit  whom  the  Fretich 
Republic,  and  human  nature,  calls  for  vengeance." 

A  member  faid,  that  this  petition  a^ainfl  Marat 
was  not  in  due  form  ;  that  before  the  accufation  could 
be  fent  to  the  (committee  of  General  Safety,  they 
ought  to  col!e6l  all  the  proofs  that  were  again  ft  him. 
— '•  If  you  infill  upon  all^  they  muft  be  brought  in  a 
wagiion,"  faid  another. 

The  proteflors  of  Marat  for  it  is  evident  that  this 
man  has  protestors  in  tlie  Convention,  faid  evciy 
thing  they  could  to  perfuade  the   Aflembly  to  pals  to 

petition,  Or  accufation  ;  but  in  fpite  of  all  fli?ii'  C." 
forts  it  was  ordered  to  be  tranfmitted  to  tlie  Commit- 
tee of  General  Safety. 

The  addrefs  from  the  Se6lions  of  Paris  againfl  the 
armed  force,  is  a  manoeuvre  of  Danton  and  his 
friends,  and  their  having  the  influence  to  obtain  it, 
gives  a  higher  idea  of  their  flrength  than  has  be^n 
hitherto  entertained. 

The  deputation  of  the  ?vlarfeilIois  is  confidered  as 
a  meafure  of  Roland  and  the  Girondifts,  to  give  the 
Convention  an  idea  of  the  protetlion  it  has  to  expeft, 


(       100      ) 

till  fudi  time  as  a  more  regular  armed  force  (hall  be 
decreed, 

it 

Odlober  22. 

A  very  fhort  time  after  the  10th  of  Auguft,  ihofe 
wlio  had  been  united  againft  the  court  divided,  and 
became  hoflilc  to  each  other.  Roland  had  been  chof- 
cn  minifter  for  the  home  department*  He  has  the 
appearance  of  a  man  of  fmccritv,  and,  whether  he 
deiervcsit  or  not,  he  has  the  reputation  of  a  man  of 
probity,  is  lupportcd  by  a  great  number,  who  arc 
con  fid  Ted  as  the  bcil  intentioned  in  the  AfTcmbly, 
and  alio  by  fome  who  are  diflinguidied  for  their  ta- 
lents ;  among  the  latter  arc,  Vergniaud,  Guadet,  Bu- 
?or,  BrilTot,  Rabaut  (Jc  St.  luicnnc,  jean  Baptifte, 
l.ouvct,  La  Source,  Kerfaint,  Potion,  Lanjuinais, 
and  Burba roux. 

Roland  was  likewife  intimately  connefled  with 
Claviere,  Servan,  and  Le  Brun  ;  the  two  firft  had 
formerly  been  in  tlie  adminiflration  with  him,  and 
Le  Brun  was  placed  as  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
after  the  10th  of  Auguft. 

The  coofidcnce  which  the  people,  and  the  majority 
cf  ih^  AfTembly  put  in  the  integrity  of  Roland,  and 
the  fupport  he  had  from  lo  many  men  of  the  beft  a- 
bilitics  in  the  Alfembly,  excited  the  jealoufyof  certain 
members,  particularly  of  Danton,  who  could  not 
bear  to  foe  a  man,  whom  he  confidered  as  far  inferior 
in  undcrflanding  to  himfclf,  in  polfeffion  of  fo  much 
credit. 

It  is  imagined  that  Danton  had  formed  a  plan  for 
preventing  Roland  from  continuing  in  adminiflration, 
and  which,  if  it  had  fully  fucceeded,  would  alio  have 
excluded  him  from  being  of  the  Convention. 

It  i.5  even  believed  by  fome  that  he  was  cleftcd  a 
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deputy  to  the  Convention  without  his  own  applicati- 
on or  knowledge  ;  according  to  the  conflitution,  no 
member  of  the  National  Affembly  can  hold  the  office 
of  minifter,  it  was  i;T!agined  that  Roland  would  refign 
the  fituatio©  of  minifter,  that  he  might  be  of  the 
Convention  ;  and  it  has  fince  appeared,  that  there 
were  certain  flaws  in  his  eleftion  as  a  deputy,  which 
as  is  fuppoled,  were  known  to  thpfe  who  had  brought 
it  about,  and  which  would  have  rendered  it  void  : 
and  thus,  had  he  refigned  his  office  of  minifter,  as 
Ddnton  did,  he  mi^ht  afterwards  have  found  himfelf 
precluded  from  the  Conventional  Affembly.  But 
before  this  could  be  brought  to  trial,  it  was  propofed 
in  the  Convention  that  Roland  fhould  be  invited  by 
the  Affembly  to  remain  in  adminiftration.  This  pro- 
pofal  had  not  been  forefeen  by  Danton  ;  he  oppofed 
it  v»7ith  all  his  might,  and  in  this  he  was  joined  by  all 
his  friends.  The  good  qualities  of  Roland  having 
been  enumerated  by  thofe  who  were  for  the  invitati- 
on, that  very  circumftanee,  with  the  popularity  of 
the  man,  were  laid  hold  of,  as  grounds  of  jealoufy, 
and  reafons  againft 'his- being  invited.  One  deputy 
put  them  in  mind,  that  a  Greek,  in  the  fenate  of 
Athens,  had  declared  that  he  would  not  give  his  vote 
for  Ariffides,  becaufe  he  was  tired  of  hearing  him 
called  the  jujt ;  another  deputy  faid,  that  as  often  as 
he  heard  any  member  of  the  Affembly  greatly  ap- 
plauded, he  trembled  for  his  liberty. 

If  thefe  reafons  were  ufed  as  pretexts,  and  in  the 
expeftatiorvthat  they  would  have  the  effe6l  to  preju- 
dice the  Affembly  againft  Roland,  thofe  who  urged 
them  muft  have  a  poor  opinion  of  the  underO^anding 
of  their  audience. — If,  on  the  contrary,  they  really 
thought  that  a  man's  being  confidered  as  a  juft  man, 
rendered  him  dangerous  as  a  minifter,  their  audience 
had  a  right  to  think  meanly  of  theirs. — I  perceive? 
an  afFedation   in  the  Convention  to  adopt  maxims 
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«nd  ufages  from  antiquity,  which,  however  jufl  and 
applicable  they  might  be  at  a  former  age,  and  in  a  dif- 
ferent country,  are  by  no  means  fuitable  to  France  in 
the  prefent  circumflances.  This  difpofition  of  mif- 
applying  general  maxims,  very  often  renders  the 
weak   the  dupes  of  the  worthlefs. 

Not  with  Handing  the  oppofition,  however,  the 
Convention  was  on  the  point  of  decreeing,  that  Ro- 
land fhould  be  invited  to  remain  in  adminiftration  ; 
which  Danton  perceiving,  he  could  no  longer  reflrain 
his  ill  humour,  but  peevifhly  faid,  "  If  you  are  de- 
termined on  this  meafure,  I  move  that  the  invitation 
be  extended  to  Madame  Roland,  who  is  known  to 
adill  her  hufband  with  her  counfel*." 

This  illiberal  fally  was  heard  with  difapprobation. 
by  the  AfTembly,  and  would  have  had  no  effeft  in 
preventing  the  invitation  which  had  been  propofed, 
had  not  Cambon  fpoken  againft  it;  he  obferved,  that 
to  invite  a  minifter  to  continue  in  office,  was  in  fome 
df^gree  to  weaken  his  refponfibiJity  ;  and  iiuzot  dc- 
clarine  that  the  obfervation  had  fo  much  weight  wiih 
him  as  to  make  him  alter  his  opinion,  the  inviiation 
was  no  more  infilled  on. 

The  day  following,  Roland,  in  a  letter  to  the  Con- 
vention, cxprelTcd  his  concurrence  in  fentiment  with 
ihole  who  thought  that  to  invite  a  minifter  to  conti, 
nue,  would  be  derogatory  of  the  rigorous  principles 
of  republicanifm,  and  tended  befides  to  fender  him 
Icfs  rcfponfiblc  than  he  Ought  to  be  :  that,  however, 
the  Convention  having  even  deliberated  on  fuch  a 
meafure,  he  confidcred  as  highly  honourable  to  him, 
and  a  motive  to  engage  him  to  retain  his  office  of 
minifter,  and  to  wave  that  of  deputy  :  that  the  danger 

•  Madame  Roland  has  the  rcputacion  of  being  a  moft  ar> 
(omplilhed  and  amiable  womaQ. 
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which  he  plainly  perceived  would  attend  him  i*^  the 
firft  fituation,  was  another  inducement  for  his  retain- 
ing it;  but  that  his  chief  motive,  however  fuch  a 
declaration  might  be  conftrued  by  his  enemies,  was, 
that  he  thought  his  continuing  minifter  would,  in  the 
prefent  circumftances,  be  advantageous  for  his  coun- 
try. 

Perhaps  nothing  but  confcious  integrity  could  in- 
duce a  man  of  fenfe  to  hold  fuch  language  :  but  cer- 
tainly nothing  but  a  ftro'^g  convi6lion  of  its  truth  on 
the  mind  of  the  Convention,  and  a  fentiment  of  high 
efteem  for  the  perfon  who  ufed  it,  could  prevent  it 
fro  n  being  thought  prefumptuous.  Rotand's  letter 
excited  no  fuch  fenjation. — The  inftant  it  was  per- 
ceived that  he  had.  refolved  to  continue  in  office,  the 
greateft  joy  appeared  in  the  AfiTembly,  and  his  letter 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  fen t  to  all  the  depart- 
ments. 

Roland  has  continued  minifter  for  the  home  de- 
partment ever  fince.  I  have  feen  him  frequently 
in  the  place  appointed  for  the  minifters,  which  is  im- 
mediately within  the  bar,  and  oppofite  the  Prefident, 
None  of  them  ever  come  to  the  Affembly  unit  fs  they 
have  been  fent  for,  or  when  they  have  fomething  to 
ilate,  on  which  they  wilh  to  have  the  inftru^lions 
of  the  Convention — and  they  withdraw  as  foon  as 
they  have  made  their  report,  without  taking  any  part 
in  the  debate. 

On  fuch  occalionsi  have  feen  fome  of  them  oblig- 
ed to  remain  feveral  hours  before  they  were  heard. 
For,  if  a  debate  is  already  begun  when  a  minifter  en- 
ters, he  is  generally  allowed  to  fit  unnoticed  in  his 
place  till  it  be  finilhed.  Some  of  Roland's  addrefles 
to  the  Convention  are  diftinguiflied  for  corre6lnefs 
and  elegance.  It  is  faid,  that  they  owe  the  latter  ta 
his'wife :  this  report  is  founded  entirely  on  prcfump-  - 


{      104     ) 

tion,  Mrs.  Roland  being  a  woman  of  tafle  and  litera- 
ture ;  and  it  is  circulated  not  (o  much  with  a  view  to 
her  reputation,  as  to  detiadl  from  that  of  her  huf- 
band. 

When  he  enters,  there  is  generally  a  whifper  of 
approbation  in  the  Adembly,  and,  \vh;le  he  is  fpeak- 
ing,  I  have  often  heard  the  deputies  near  me  fay, 
with  fervour — Ah  It  digne  hommc  !  Ic  brave  minifire  ! 
What  proves  that  he  and  ihofe  connefted  with  him 
enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  majority  of  the  Conven- 
tion, is,  that  the  Prehdent  and  the  lecretaries  have 
hitherto  been  chofen  from  among  his  friends, 

Roland  was  the  popular  minifkcr,  whofe  difmilTion 
raifed  fo  great  a  clamour  againft  the  Court.  One  of 
the  pretexts  for  the  fhameful  irruption  of  the  popu- 
lace into  the  King's  palace,  on  the  20th  of  June,  was 
to  prefent  a  petition  for  his  recall ;  if  Roland  l.imlelf 
had  any  hand  in  promoting  that  infurreftion,  he  has 
little  claim  to  the  epithet  which  was  applied  to  Arif- 
tidcs.  Thofe  who  wifh  to  fucceed  him  and  his 
friends  in  their  offices,  reprefent  them  to  the  people 
as  in  all  points  as  dangerous  to  libertv  as  ever  the 
Court  was,  lo  tliat  it  is  not  improbable  but  tl-.at  Ro- 
land and  his  friends  may  fall  the  viftims  of  the 
example  given  on  the  20th  of  June,  of  overawing 
the  legiflative  power,  and  attacking  the  executive, 
by  a  mob. 

The  Duke  of  Rochefoucauld  was  at  that  time  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Department  of  Paris,  and  was  zealous 
to  bring  the  authors  of  that  inlurreftion  to  punifh- 
ment — the  zeal  he  Chewed  upon  that  occalion  was 
thought  to  be  the  remote  caufj  of  his  murder. 

The  afTaffinations  formerly  mentioned,  that  were 
committed  at  Clermont,  at  Cambray,  at  Charlevilie, 
by  the  volunteers  as  they  palled  through  thefe  places, 
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feem  to  have  proceeded  from  want  of  difcipline  and 
from  the  caprice,  prejudice  and  cruelty,  which  are 
fo  apt  to  gam  upon  vulgar  and  uninftru6ted  men, 
afletnbled  in  great  numbers,  and  under  no  controul. 
Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  fpread  the  opinion, 
that  fome  other  murders  which  have  been  committed 
in  the  provinces,  were  entirely  owing  to  a  fudden, 
unpremeditated  commotion  of  the  people — particu- 
larly the  horrid  affaffination  of  the  Duke  of  Roche- 
foucauld. It  is  generally  believed,  however,  that 
the  murder  of  this  nobleman  originated  in  mor« 
diftant  caufes,  and  more  concealed  promoters. 

M.  de  la  Rochefoucauld  was  a  man  of  humanity 
and  candour.  *- nfeduced  by  the  advantages  enjoyed 
by  thofeof  his  own  rank,  he  felt  with  generous  fym- 
pathy  for  thedillreffed  fituation  of  others:  he  beheld 
with  fatisfaftion  the  overthrow  of  the  old  arbitrary 
fyflem  of  government,  in  the  hopes  of  feeing  one 
more  agreeable  to  ju (lice  erefted  in  its  (lead — A  friend 
to  monarchy  as  well  as  freedom,  M.  dc  la  Rochefou- 
cauld had  in  his  contemplation  a  monafchy  of  milder 
afpeft  than  his  country  had  ever  enjoyed — more  li- 
mited in  its  nature,  but  with  fufficient  power  in  th« 
Prince  to  defend  his  prerogatives,  and  fufficient  means 
in  the  people  to  refifl  tyranny ;  more  agreeable  to 
humanity,  more  conducive  to  the  general  happinefs, 
not  only  ot  the  people,  which  is  infinitely  the  moft 
important  objeft,  but  alfo  of  the  monarch  himfelf, 
if  he  happens  to  be  a  man  of  fenfe. 

The  Duke  of  Rochefoucauld  was  Prefident  of  the 
Department  of  Pans  on  the  2oth  of  June  1792,  and 
did  all  in  his  power  in  the  fir  ft  place  to  prevent,  and 
afterwards  to  difcover  and  bring  to  punifhment,  the 
inftigators  of  the  fcandalous  irruption  of  an  armed 
multitude  into  the  King's  palace; 

Having  made  frequent  allufions  to  the  tranfaftions 
of  that  day,  I  fhall  here  give  a  Qiotft  account  of  them. 
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For  feveral  days  before  the  20th  of  June  it  was 
known  all  over  Paris,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Fauxbourgs  of  St.  Antoine  and  St.  Marcelle  intend- 
ed to  march  in  arms  to  t]ie  Tuileries,  on  pretence  of 
prefenting  a  petition  to  the  King — but  in  reality  with 
the  defign  of  intimating  and  forcing  him  to  fanftion 
two  decrees  of  the  National  Affembly,  which  he  had 
hitherto  refufed. 

The  council  of  the  department  of  Paris,  of  which 
M.  de  Rochefoucauld  was  Prefident,  did  every  thing; 
in  their  power  to  prevent  an  attempt  of  a  nature  fo 
unjuflifiable,  fo  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  which  might  be  attended  with  the  mofi 
fatal  confequences. 

This  council  made  reprefentations  to  the  Mayor  of 
Paris,  to  the  Procureur  of  the  Commune,  and  to  San- 
terre,  who  at  that  time  was  commander  of  the  bat- 
talion of  Les  Enfaus-trouves. 

But  unfortunately  thofc  to  whom   the  council  of 
the  department  made  thefe  reprefentations,  and  whofe 
peculiar  duty  it  was  to  prevent  the  intended  procef- 
fion,   were  the  very  people  who  had  planned  it,   and* 
were  fecretly  promoting  it  with  all  theirinfluence. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  two  fuburbs  began  to  af- 
femble  in  arms,  on  the  morning  of  the  20  h  of  June, 
at  the  place  where  the  Baftile  formerly  ll.ood.  As 
accounts  of  this  came  from  all  quarters,  to  thefe  fe- 
cret  inlHgators,,  fomc  of  whom  were  maglltratcs, 
they  could  not  decently  avoid  making  a  fliew^of  op- 
poling  it.  When  the  multitude  were  at  the  hcight- 
of  enthiifiafm,  and  ready  to  march,  thofe  magidr.tes 
appej^rtd  in  their  municipal  fcarfs,  und  gravely  iid 
inonithcd  the  people  to  depart  peaceably  home,  lay 
up  their  arms,  and  g'>  to  bed.  **  You  have  acted 
your  part,"  fuid  one  of  the  rabble ;  ^*'  move  out  ol  the 
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way,  and  let  us  aft  ours.'*  The  proceffion  began  at 
nine  in  the  morning;  the  battalion  of  St.  Antoin6 
marched  firft  :  between  it  and  that  of  St.  Marcelle 
banners  were  carried,  fufficiently  expreflive  of  the  de- 
fign  of  this  ceremony,  if  it  had  been  at  all  doubtful. 
On  one  was  infcribed  thefe  words, 

Tyrans,  tremblez,  ou  foyezjuftes, 

Et  refpeftez  laliberte  du  peuple*. 

On  another, 

Louis,  le  peuple  eft  las  de  foufirirf. 

On  a  third,. 

Tremblez  tyranji  la  derniere  heure  eft  venue  J. 

Ou  a  fourth, 

Le  rappel  des  mimiftres,  la  fanfllon  ou  la  mort  §, 

Other  banners   were   carried,  ornamented   with 
vile  allegorical  figures,   and  fuitable  infcriptions. 

They  marched  to  the  hall  of  the  National  AfTcm- 
bly,  and  required  permiflion  to  walk  through  it  in 
proceilion.  A  member  made  a  fpecch  againft  the 
granting  of  this  requeft,  giving  for  his  reaton,  that 
the  petitioners  were  armed,  and  in  great  numbers  ; 
but,  as  this  orator's  eloquence,   while  it  oppofed  the 

*  Tyrants,  tremble,  orbejuft, 
And  relpeft  the  liberty  of  the  people. 

-f  Lewis,  the  people  are  weary  of  fuffering. 

J  Tremble,  tyrant,  thy  lad  hour  is.  come. 

^  The  recall  of  the  minillers,  the  fanftion,  or  death. 
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mob's  being  let  in,  proved  that  they  could  not  be 
kept  out,  the  AlTembly  gracloufly  granted  the  pray- 
er of  the  petitioners,  and,  in  conftqucnce,  was  amu- 
fed  for  three  hours  with  a  proceflion  of  armed  men, 
accompanied  by  women  and  children,  marching 
through  the  hall.  Among  other  Ingenious  emblems, 
a  pair  of  old  black  breeches  were  carried  on  a  pole, 
with  this  comfortable  infcription,  Libres— et  fans 
cuUottes* 

From  the  National  AfTembly  the  armed  multitude 
went  to  the  palace  where  there  was  a  confiderable 
number  of  troops  on  duty ;  but  no  orders  having 
been  given  to  refift,  and  many  portions  of  the  mul- 
titude who  formed  the  proceflion  being  conducted  by 
men  drefltd  in  municipal  fcarfs,  the  gardens  and 
courts  of  the  Tuilerirs  were  crowded  in  an  inftant. 
One  body  marched  with  more  regularity  than  the 
reft,  dragging  fome  pieces  of  cannon  with  them,  and 
conduiiled  by  Santcrre  and  Legend^e  the  butcher. — 
The  multitude  foon  after  riifhtd  into  every  apart- 
ment, calling  aloud,  that  they  mult  fee  the  King  ; 
they  had  a  petition  to  prefent.  M.  Aclopue,  com- 
mandant of  the  fecond  le;^i')n  of  national  guards  hav- 
ing placed  fome  grenadiers  at  the  door  of  tht  apart- 
ments neareft  to  the  King's,  tolil  two  municipal  of- 
ficers that  if  they  would  prevent  the  mob  from  pro- 
ceeding, he  would  inform  the  King  ot  their  rtqueft, 
and  that  he  was  perfuad^d  his  Majelly  would  re  eve 
twenty  of  their  number,  according  to  the  lau — He 
then  went  to  the  door  of  the  King's  apartment  which 
he  found  fhui — he  knocked,  aiul  bt^gi^cd  that  he 
might  be  inllantly  admitted,  faying,  that  he  came  to 
fave  the  King's  life — The  door  of  the  chamber  was 
opened;  he  found  the  King,  with  the  Qrieen,  the 
Prince,  the  Princefs  Royal,  Madam  Elizabeth  the 
King's    filler,  and  the  following    gentlcmca :    the 

*  Ficc<— and  without  brccclict. 


(     ic)9     ) 

Marechai  de  Moiichy,  Beaulieii,  MInlfterof  the  Fi- 
nances, Lajard,  Minlfter  of  War,  Terrier  de  Mon- 
ciel,  MInifter  of  the  Home  Department,  the  count 
d*^Hervllly,  Marechai  de  Camp  and  Commander  of 
the  Horfe  Guards. 

M.  Acloquc,  perceiving  that  they  had  their  fwortis 
drawn,  and  fecmed  determined  to  facritice  their  lives 
in  defence  of  the  royal  family,  entreated  them  t» 
(heath  their  fwords,  otherwife  they  would  increafe  the 
danger  in  which  the  King  was — In  a  fliort  time  % 
great  noife  was  heard  at  the  door,  the  rabble  were 
breaking  it  open,  with  pikes,  axes,  and  the  butt  end 
of  mufquets.  The  King  himfelf  ordered  the  doors  to 
be  thrown  open  : — before  this  was  done,  the  ends  of 
fome  of  the  mufqnets  and  pikes  had  been  driven 
through  the  door — twenty  or  thirty  of  the  mob  burll 
into  the  room. 

M.  Acloque  accofted  them  with  a  firm  voice ; 
*'  Citizens,  refpedl  your  King — the  law  commands 
it  ;  and  we  will  all  perlfh  rather  than  fufier  his  being 
inluited." — One  of  the  company  at  the  fame  inftant 
calling  otit,  Vive  la  nation  !  Vive  le  Roi  !  the  intru- 
ders (lopped  Ihort. 

It  was  then  propofed  to  the  King,  that  he  fhouid 
-ftand  on  a  feat  in  the  room  commonly  called  L'CSil 
de  Beuf,  to  prevent  his  being  prefled  upon,  and  that 
he  might  be  feen  by  the  people,  who  were  entering 
in  '>-reat  numbers;  to  which  he  ccnfented. — The 
Queen,  at  the  King's  delire,  with  the  royal  children, 
wev.t  into  the  aujacent  room  ;  but  Madam  Elizabeth 
kept  coniiantly  by  his  fide,  rejecting  every  entreaty 
that  was  made  by  the  King  himfelf  and  others  to 
quit  him  for  an  inftant. 

On  the  fixth    of   0£lober  1789,  when    the  mob 
marc'hed  from  Paris  to  Verfaillea  and  broke  into  the 
Vol.  II.  K 
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palace,  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  attacliecl  herfclf  tothc 
perfon  of  the  Quten,  wbofe  life  (lie  knew  was  at  th^t 
time  more  threatened  by  thofe  ruffians  than  that  cf 
her  brother  ;  and  on  the  prefent  occafion,  as  he  was 
in  greater  danger,  flie  adhered  to  him. 

Four  grenadiers  of  the  national  guards  appearing 
at  the  door,  the  Princefs,  who  had  betrayed  no 
fymptom  of  ftar  on  her  own  account,  burft  into  tears 
at  fight  of  them,  and  faid,  *'  Ah  I  Mefleurs^  defen- 
dezURoi,'* 

Thofe  four  grenadiers,   an  officer   of  chafTeurs,  a 

cannonler,    with    the   gentlemen    above    mentioned, 

placed  themfelves  around  the  King  and  the  Princefs 

Elizabeth,  and   with  iidmirable   conflancy   kept  off 

the  prefTure  of  the  crowd,  and  protedted  the  perfon 

of  the  King  for  above  three  hours  ;  the  Marechal  dc 

Mouchy,  in    fplte    of  his  great   age,   remaining  the 

whole  time.      All    the    adjjicent    rooms  mean  while, 

fwarmcd  with  a  mixed    rabble  of   men    and    women, 

armed  with  pikes,  fabres,  fticks  with  knives  fixed  at 

their  ends,  fufils  and  piltols  ;   many  of  them  callipg, 

*'  En  b?.s  le  veto,  au  diable   le   veto  !"  and  fome  of 

them   fhowing  fo  much   fury,  that    thofe  around  the 

King's  perfcn  had  difficulty  In  keeping  them  off. 

One  fellow,  mounted  on  a  c>.alr,  fpoke  to  \\\t 
JCing  in  the  molt  audacious  manner,  rtquiring  the 
recal  of  the  patriot  minifters,  meaning  Rcland,  C'a- 
viere,  and  Servan,  whom  the  King  )iad  a  little  b-  fore  , 
difmlHed  ;  he  alio  required  that  the  two  deems  fliould 
obtain  his  appiobation.— To  which  his  Majelly  an- 
fwered  wiili  llrmncfs,  **  Je  ferai  ce  que  je  crolrai  cc- 
voir  faivf  ;  maisce  n'<ft  pas  ni  le  lien,  ni  Ic  mcmti.v, 
de  me  faire  une  partillc  Ocraandc  *.'*  ; 

*  I  \\\\\  do  wlial  I  ou^ht ;    but  this  is  neither  the  y\vLC  nor 
time  to  n)iikc  a  rcr^ucU  ut  ihatnalurc. 
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A  red  cap  was  reached  to  the  King  at  the  end  of 
a  pike,  by  a  man  who  cried,  Vive  la  nation  ! — The 
King  fiid,  *'  Lra  nation  n'a  de  meillieur  ami  que 
moi  f ."  On  whicii  the  other  infolently  added,  **  Eh 
bien,  dounez  nous  en  la  preuve  en  mettant  le  bonnet 
rouge,  et  en  criant  **  Vive  la  nation  !:}:" 

On  attempting  to  put  on  the  redcap,  it  was  found 
too  fmall  for  the  King's  head  ;  but  a  grenadier  hav- 
ing ftretched  it  upon  his  knee,  the  King  put  it  or., 
and  wore  it  as  lonor  as  the  mob  remained. 

At  one  time,  when  the  n-oife  and  coiifufion  was 
greater  than  ulual,  a  grenadier,  addreffirig  the  King, 
faid,  '*  Sire,  n'ayez  pas.  peur.**  On  which  he  an- 
fwered,  *'  I  am  not  in  the  leall  afraid,  friend."  So 
faying,  he  preffed  the  foldier's  liand  to  his  breall, 
that  he  might  feel  that  his  heart  beat  calmly. 

Among  thofe  armed  with  various  weapons,  one 
ruSan  brandiihed  a  pike  with  the  heart  of  a  calf  ftuck 
on  the  point,  from  which  hung  a  label,  with  this  ia- 
fcrlption,   "  Coeur  dts  ariRocraies  *." 

To  the  noify  requiiitions  that  were  made  from  all' 
corners  of  V*  Otez  le  veto  !  rappellez  ie  miniftres  !" 
the  l^ing  anfwered,  that  he  would  do  what  was  jufl. 
— Legendre  the  butcher,  thinking  this  cxprefiion  ra- 
ther equivocal,  took  this  opportunity  of  giving  the 
monarch  a  fpecimen  of  his  eloquence. — "  Morju-ury" 
faid  Legendre- — the  King  Teeming  a  little  furprifed 
at  this  new  ftyle  and  manner,  for  this  man's  manner 
is  as  extraordinary  as  his  ilyle — ''  Moufisur^*^  repeat- 
ed   Legendre,  "  ecoutez   nous  ;  oui  Monfiaur^  vouf 


+  The  nation  has  no  better  friend  than  I  am. 

±  Prove  ii  then,  by    puting  on  the   red  can,  and   by  cryiuj 

Vive  la  nation!" 

*•  TJte  heart  of  ariilccratcs. 

^2. 
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ctes  fait  pour  nous  ecouter,  vous  etes  un  pcrfide,  vous 
nous  avez  toujours  trompes,  vous  nous  tronnpez  en- 
core ;  mals  prencz  garde  a  vcus  Monfieur,  la  mefurc 
cil  a  Ton  comble,  tt  le  pcuple  tfl  las  de  fe  voir  votre 
jouetf." 

In  a  companr  lattiy,  where  the  conveifailon  turn- 
ed on  the  condudl  of  Legendre,  every  body  prefent 
blamed  it,  except  one  young  Frenchman,  who,  al- 
though of  high  bi»th,  difiinguinies  himfcif  by  violent 
democratic  piinciplcf :  he  urged,  by  way  of  defend- 
ing Legendre,  thfic  he  did  not  fpeak  in  his  own 
nasne,  but  in  that  of  the  intion ;  t}>at  he  reprefented 
t/:ff  majejiy  of  the  pcupls  fouverain.  The  company 
fmiltd  ;  ft)me  of  thtm  were  deputier,  who,  however 
expedient  it  might  be  to  ufc  ihis  language  in  the  tri- 
bune, did  not  exped:^  to  hear  it  in  private  fociety. — 
I  ventured  to  repeat  a  (lory  I  had  heatd,  of  an  Eng- 
liHi  gcnilcman  celebrated  for  wit,  that,  walking  in 
the  Itreets  of  London  with  a  democratic  acquaintance 
of  his,  who  fiequently  ufed  the  exprtifion  the  majefiy 
tf  the  fl^phy  they  met  a  couple  of  chimney-fweeps  ; 
the  gentleman  took  off  h:s  hat,  and  made  them  a 
very  formal  and  low  bow  as  they  paffed.  His  ac- 
quaintance aflicd  vv-hat  he  meant — I  was  only  fliowing 
the  refpecfl,  replied  the  other,  which  is  due  from 
rvery  loyal  fubjcdt  to  two  princes  of  the  bloi.d. 

This  gentleman,  it  is  probable,  judged  of  their 
affinity  merely  from  thtiju^xternal  refemblance  rv)  the 
Severeign  ;  but  I^pgcndre  could  boall  of  anaflinity  In 
more  cffL^ntial  points,  an  unyielding  hrmnefs  of  heart, 
a  dccifive  promptitude  of  execution,  a  difpofitlon 
which,  fo   far  from  being  dcprcffcd,  finds  maiter  of 


+  Sir,  liOcn  to  tin — yr?.  Sir,  it  is  your  duty  to  attend  to  us  ; 
yen  have  alvvavs  deceived  iii,  youdiccivpui  ftill;  but  uikr  carr 
wS.u  yoii  are  about,  Str,  the  mca'uic  of  our  pattCQCe  is  full,  awd 
Ibc  people  arc  tired  ol  being  your  dupes. 


mirX\\  and  pleafantry  in  fcenes  of  horror,  when  they 
arc  thought  necefiary  to  promote  the  great  caufe  : 
thefe  are  features  of  energy  which  have  diltinguiihed 
the  Peuple  Souverain  fince  the  beginning  of  the  Re- 
volution, and  in  which  Legendre  bears  a  flriking  like-- 
nefs  to  the  monarch  he  was  faid  to  reprefenl. 

A  deputation  confifting  of  twelve  members  of  the* 
National  AfTcmbly,  among  whom  were  Ifnard  and 
Vergniaud,  at  length  arrived — Ifnard  addreffing  him- 
fclf  to  the  people  who  filled  the  room,  endeavoured- 
to  prevail  on  them  to  withdraw,  repeating  frequently, 
that  he  would  be  anfwerable  on  his  life  that  they 
fliould  be  fatisfied. — This  had  little  effeft,  the  noife 
and  exclamations  of  '*  Rappellez  les  miniftres  !  oter- 
le  veto  !"*  recommenced. 

Vergniaud  alfo  fpoke  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and  with 
as  little  fuccefs.. 

The  noife  and  confufion  continued  till  pad  five  in 
the  evening,  when  Petion  arrived,  accompanied  by 
Sergent,  a  municipal  officer.  Petion  approaching 
the  King,  faid,  '*  Sire,  I  was  only  this  moment  in- 
formed of  the  fituation  in  which  you  are." 

That  is  extraordinary,  replied  the  King,  for  I  have 
been  in  this  fituation  above  three  hours. 

Petion  th«n  (landing  on  a  chair  advifed  the  people 
to  retire,  ending  his  haraHgue  with  the  following 
very  curious  expreffions,  which  one,  who  was  prefent 
wrote  a  little  after  and  allowed  me  to  copy  :  "  Ci- 
toyens,  vous  venez  de  faire  entendre  vos  voeux  au  re* 
prefentant  hereditaire,  avec  I'energie  et  la  dignitc' 
d'un  peuple  librequi  connoit  fes  droits.  Le  Rui  fait 
maintcnant  les  intentions  du  Souverahii  et  fans  dout^- 


*  Recal  the  minifters,  remove  the  vetot 
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il  y  aura  cgard.  II  convlent  qne  vou8  vous  retires 
avec  calme  et  dccence,  afin  qu'on  nc  puiffe  pas  ca- 
Joninler  vos  intentions*." 

After  this,  tl.e  people  at  the  Mayor's  repeated  re- 
queft  began  to  withdraw  : — when  a  fccond  deputation 
from  the  National  Affenibly  art  ived,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  which  addreflcd  the  King  in  a  refpcftful  man- 
ner, afluring  him  that  each  member  was  ready  to 
prefent  his  body  as  a  fliield  to  cover  his  Majefty's. 

It  could  not  efcape  the  King,  fiowever,  that  he 
inight  have  been  cut  in  pieces  thiee  liouis  before  the 
fhields  arrived. 

While  thefe  things  were  pafilng  in  the  (Eil  dc 
Beuf,  the  Queen  entered  the  council- chamber,  at- 
tended by  the  Prince  and  Princefs  Royal,  by  Ma- 
dame de  Lambelle,  Mnic.  Tourzelle,  Mme.  de 
Mau,  Mme.  de  Soucy.  Her  Majelly  fhowed  much 
uneafinefs  on  account  of  the  fituation  in  wliich  fhc 
had  left  the  King,  till  the  Adjutant  General  of  the 
firfl  legion  of  Parifian  guards,  with  foitie  foldiers, 
came  and  afl'uretl  her  that  the  King  was  in  fafety, 
and  furrounded  by  faithful  fervants. 

M.  de  WIttengoflF,  a  general  officer,  entered  the 
room  followed  by  a  number  of  people  of  both  fexes, 
among  whc^  was  a  woman  with  a  red  cap  in  her 
hand.  She  prcfented  the  cap  to  VVittengoff,  defir- 
ing  him  to  give  it  to  the  Queen  to  wear,  adding, 
that  Cnc  had  jult  left  the  King,  who  at  that  moment 
had  the  cap  of  Liberty  on  his  head. 

*  Citizens  you  bavc  now  made  vciir  c^t  firrs  known  to  the  hc« 
rrditary  r«  pidtntativ*,  wiili  that  nu  rgy  aiid  dignity  vfiichbc- 
tonics  a  free  people  who  undcrd-md  dicir  rights.  The  King  at 
pTtfcnl  knows  tlic  intentions  ohh c foiereign,  and  undnubtrdly  will 
pay  a  piopcr  regard  to  ihcm.  You  ought  now  to  withdraw  with 
calinn«ls  and  decency,  iliai  your  iutentious  may  not  be  calumnia- 
ted. 
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It  would  appear  that  the  General  did  not  think  it 
expedient  to  rejedl  the  woman's  propofal ;  which  the 
Queen  perceiving,  and  bein^r  {hocked  at  the  idea  of 
wearing  the  cap,  faid  to  Wittengoff,  *'  Vous  voyez 
Monfieur,  que  ce  bonnet  ne  peut  aller  fur  ma  tete  :'* 
fhe  then  put  it  on  the  head  of  the  Prince.  This  fa- 
tifified  the  woman  and  her  followers. 

Santcrre  entered  the  council-chamber  foon  after, 
followed  by  a  new  crowd,  who  having  already  feen 
the  King,  now  demanded  a  fight  of  the  Queen, 
which  Santerre  had  undertaken  to  procure  them— — 
He  immediately  required  that  thofe  who  ftood  im- 
mediately before  her  Majefty  fliould  open  to  the  right 
and  left,  that  the  people  who  followed  him  might 
have  a  full  view  of  her  and  the  reft  of  the  royal  fami- 
ly ;  which  was  done,  Santerre  ^r/7c/o?(/?y  afTuring  the 
Queen  that  {he  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the 
people,  who  were  nvofjderfully  good^  and  only  wifhed 
to  be  gratified  with  a  fight  of  her  as  they  walked 
out;  and  perceiving  that  the  Prince  was  heated  v«ith 
the  cap,  he  added,  *'  Otez  le  bonnet  k  cet  enfant*." 

Santerre's  affurances,  however,  did  not  prevent 
fonie  of  the  people,  who  were  not  quite  fo  good  as 
the  reft,  from  infulting  the  Queen,  as  they  palTed, 
with  very  abominable  language. 

The  crowd  having  moftly  retired,  and  the  King 
having  left  the  CEil  de  Beuf,  to  go  to  what  are  call- 
ed the  petits  apartemens,  the  Princefs  Elizabeth 
was  going  to  wait  on  the  Queen  in  the  council-cham- 
ber, when  a  group  of  the  mob  v?hich  ftill  lingered  ia 
the  palace,  miftaking  her  for  the  Queen,  began  to 
infult  her;  on  which  one  of  the  Princefs's  attendants 
was  going  to  undeceive  them,  but  {he  with  noblenefs 

*  Take  the  cap  from  that  child's  head. 
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of  mind  prevented  tins,  left  the  people  who  were  In- 
fulting  her,  being  informed  of  their  miftake,  (houlJ 
have  tra:i3ferred  their  abufc  to  the  unhappy  Queen. 

It  appeared  from  the  witneffes  examined  on  this 
bufinefs,  that  ^reat  pains  had  been  taken  with  tlie 
inhabitants  of  St.  Antolne,  for  a  confiderable  lime 
previous  to  the  20th  of  June,  to  work  them  up  to 
this  criminal  meafure  :  for  it  merits  that  epithet  in  a 
high  degree,  even  although  what  is  by  no  means 
clear  were  entirely  admitted,  namely  that  no  niort 
was  intended  than  to  prevail  on  the  King  to  recall  the 
former  minif^ers,  and  to  remove  the  negative  he  had 
given  to  the  two  decrees  :  becaufe,  to  prevail  on  the 
King  by  fuch  means  was  open  rebellion  againft  the 
government,  and  ruinous  to  the  Conllitutlon,  and 
might  have  been  attended  with  the  immediate  maffa- 
ere  of  the  royal  family,  and  other  dreadful  confe- 
quences,  all  of  which,  the  promoters  of  this  proccf- 
lion  were  anfwerable  for. 

The  aftlve  and  apparent  promoters  of  it  (for  o- 
thers  are  ftrongly  fufpefted  who  were  not  fworn 
againft  by  the  witneffes)  were,  Santerre,  at  that 
time  commander  of  the  battalion  of  Enfans  trouves, 
Legendre,  Fournler  an  American,  Rotondo  an  Ita- 
lian, Buirette  a  glafs-maker,  Rofignol  a  goldfmith, 
Gonor  who  was  called  the  conqueror  of  the  Baftille, 
Brierre  a  wine-merchant,  and  St.  Huruge,  who  ren- 
dered hlmfclf  more  notorious  afterwards  In  the  month 
of  September,  and  Nicolas,  fapeur  or  miner  to  the 
battalion  which  Santerre  commanded.  Thefe  men 
had  frtqucnt  nightly  meetings  at  the  houfe  of  San- 
terre, where  they  drew  up  the  motions  that  were  to 
be  made  in  the  groups  at  the  Tuileries,  the  Palais- 
royal,  the  Place  de  Gieve,  and  to  the  the  multitude 
which  affembled  in  the  Place  de  la  Ballille.  They 
fometimcs  met  alfo  in  the  chamber  of  the  committee 
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!j  of  the  fe(5lion  of  Enfans  trouves,  to  compofe  placarts 
I  to  be  ported  on  the  walls  ;  and  at  thofe  meetings 
j  Chabot  had  frequently  made  harangue?,  the  tenden- 
cy of  which  was  to  encourage  the'audience  to  pro- 
mote the  intended  procelTion,  which  he  affured  them 
the  National  Aifembly  expedled,  and  would  receive 
with  fatisfa^lion. 

From  the  evidence  it  alfo  appeared,  **  that  after 
coming  from  the  National  Aflembiy,  the  people  fnow- 
ed  no  difpofition  to  force  their  way  into  the  palace, 
till  Santerre,  accompanied  by  Saint  Huruge,  came 
among  them,  and  afl<ed  why  they  did  not  enter  the 
palace,  as  it  was-  for  that  purpofe  alone  that  they  had 
afTembled ;  and  that  it  was  in  confequence  of  direc- 
tions from  Panis,  and  another  municipal  officer,  that 
the  gates  of  the  Tuileries  had  been  broken  open. 

In  confequence  of  the  proof  of  thefe  fafta,  the 
Council  of  the  department  of  Paris  decreed,  that  the 
Mayor  of  Paris,  and  the  Procureuv  of  the  Commune, 
who  had  been  frequently  advertifedby  the  Council  of 
the  intended  proceffion,  had  lot  done  what  their  du- 
ty required  to  prevent,  but  had  rather  countenanced 
it,  and  therefore  ftiould  be  fufpended  from  the  exer- 
cife  of  their  offices  ;  but  this  decree  requiring  the 
fanclion  of  the  King,  his  Majefty  wifhed  to  give  no 
opinion  nor  decifion  on  the  fubje6l,  as  he  was  per- 
fonally  concerned  in  it.  He  therefore  referred  the 
whole  matter  to  the  National  Aflembiy  ;  but  his  e- 
nemies  there  beine  refolved  to  drive  him  to  the  dif- 
agreeable  alternative  of  either  difapproving  of  the  de- 
cree of  the  Council,  or  incurring  the  odium  of  being 
the  immediate  caufe  of  fufpsnding  the  popular  May- 
or, had  fufficient  influence  to  get  the  x\ffembiy  ta 
refufe  giving  any  opinion  on  the  fubjeft,  until  the 
King  fiiouM  confirm  or  annul  the  fentence  of  the 
Couficil.     His  Majefty  therefore   confirmed    the  de- 
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crec  ;  which  he  had  no  fooncr  cLine,  than  the  Kati- 
onal  AfTe.nbly  took  the  wliale  mtlter  into  their  con- 
fiJerati.)!),  and  rciuilated  the  Mayor  and  Procjieur 
in  their  offices. 

From  this  lime  it  was  clear  that  the  conflituiioii 
was  at  an  enci,  that  a  pl^n  was  formed  {or  the  def- 
trndlon  of  royalty,  and  that  the  bell  meafmc  the 
King  co'ild  adopt  was  to  attempt  at  any  ride  to  re- 
move himfelf  and  his  family  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
mob  of  Paris.  T)  ihis  he  was  oflen  preffed  by  his 
friends,  who  thought,  that  if  he  were  even  removed 
as  f^r  as  Fontaint  !i!«fau,  there  was  fuch  indignation  in 
the  minds  of  the  moll  refpfdlable  citizens  all  over 
France  at  the  fcandalous  tranfadllons  of  the  20th  of 
Jane,  that  ihey  would  have  united  againit  the  ansr- 
ehifts  of  Paris,  and  given  fuch  force  to  tlie  executive 
power,  as,  without  injuring  freedom,  would  have 
fupprcfTcd  them,  and  prevented  the  d'Cadfnl  difor- 
dcrs  which  h  ive  fince  taken  phice.  But  his  Majef- 
ty,  pr.ihahly  dctened  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  flight 
to  Var^nncs,  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  make  a  £c- 
cond  attempt  of  the  fame  nature. 

Difgulltd  with  a  ferits  of  ciimes  whlcli  he  could 
neither  prevent  nor  pumfh,  and  finding  that  hia  pre- 
fence  in  Paris  was  neither  of  ufe  to  his  country  n  )r  to 
the  King,  the  Duke  of  Rsichefoucauld  withdrew 
from  the  capital  to  his  villa  in  Normandy,  from 
whence,  en  account  of  his  health,  he  foon  after  went 
to  the  medicinal  waters  of  Forges,  wiiere  he  was  dur- 
ing the  drcadfid  period  of  the  mafTicres  in  Septem- 
ber, and  whc<e  a  commiffioner  from  the  general  coun- 
cil of  the  Commune  of  Paris  arrived  with  an  order  to 
arrefl  and  coutlud  him  to  the  cHpilal.  Tliii  lommil- 
(H)aer  was  a  man  of  more  humanity  tiian  thofc  ufual- 
ly  cmployeil  by  tlu'  couiic  1  o:i  flmilar  occalioos  ;  hi 
readily  agreed  to  the  propofal  of  accompanyi^^   lh( 
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Duke  in  the  firft  place  to  his  own  houfe  at  Roche* 
Guyon,  with  a  view  that  the  agitation  which  exifted 
at  Paris  might  have  time  to  fubfide  before  he  fhould 
arrive,  and  in  hopes  that  the  Duke's  friends  might 
be  able  to  have  the  order  recalicd^-r-In  company  with 
Mr.  de  la  Rochefoucauld,  was  the  Duchefle  D'An- 
ville  his  mother,  and  the  Duchefs  his  wife.  On  the 
road  between  Forges  and  Roche- Guyon,  they  (lop- 
ped at  Gifors  :  during  this  period  moil  unfortunate- 
ly a  battalion  of  National  Guards  arrived,  among 
whom  feme  of  the  Paris  aflaffins,  as  is  fufpefted,  were 
mixed. 

Thefe  villa'ns  immediately  fhowed  a  difpofition  to 
murder  the  Duke,  who,  being  more  folicitous  for 
the  fafcty  of  his  motherand  his  wife  than  for  his  own, 
and  fearing  that  they  might  be  injured  or  infulted  if 
be  remained  with  them,  he  perfuaded  them  to  go 
on.  The  Duke  himfclf  afterwards  walked  to  his 
carriage  under  the  protection  of  the  Mayor  of  Gi- 
fors, the  Conimiifioner,  and  fome  of  the  national 
|mards  J  bat  he  was,  notwithftanding,  followed  by 
the  afLffios  loading  Ijim  al!  the  way  with  abufive  lan- 
guat;e,  if!l  cne  of  them  halving  found  means  of  com- 
ing veiy  near  the  Duke,  threw  a  ftone  with  fueh 
f.  rcc,  that,  itiikirg  him  on  the  temple,  it  killr-l  him 
on  ihe  fpoi,  a^.d  lomcof  .he  wretches  -'mmecliately, 
on  ieeiug  him  f  11,   cried,   "  Vive  la  Naiijii  !'* 

Th'^  F  ).h  n^fion  is  difgraced  bv  fuch  an  excla- 
maiio  on  i^ch  an  occafion  ;  an<l,.. -vcre  I  not  con- 
sul cd  hat 'he  mjoiity  deteft  t  !ie  aj^ions  and  ficken 
zt  {h.-  cxc  anwinons  of  fuch  v\rctriics,  T  {liouhi  join 
in  ^rif!!nent  :th  thofe  who  wilh  jt  w.'.fhcd  from  the 
fu'tacc     f  the  "'ot>e. 

Oftober  24. 
In  a  converfation  which  I  had  this  day  with  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  Convention,  I  delivered  my  fentiments 
pretty  freely  upon  the  fubjecft  of  the  murder  of  Mr. 
de  la  Rochefoucauld,  and  feme  fimilar  events  which 
have  taken  place  of  late  in  France  :  he  exprefled  the 
utmoft  horror  at  them,  but  added  that  fcenes  of  the 
fame  kind  had  been  a6led  In  every  country  of  Europe 
in  times  of  revolution  and  diflenfioni  when  great  in- 
tcrefts  were  at  (lake,  and  when  the  human  paffions 
were  inflamed  and  agitated  in  the  higheft  degree. 
He  mentioned  certain  barbarous  cruelties  which  had 
been  committed,  on  both  fides,  during  the  contert 
between  the  white  rofe  and  the  red  in  England  :  he 
enlarged  on  the  maffacre  in  Ireland  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  Firft,  and  on  the  perfidious  affair  of 
Glenco  in  Scotland  In  the  reisn  of  King  William. 
He  added  that,  every  thing  confidered,  perhaps  it 
belonged  lefs  to  one  of  my  nation  than  of  any  other, 
to  complrtin  of  the  exciflls  of  revolutions  or  ci- 
vil dlfTcnfions  j  and  with  a  Imile  he  quoted  from 
Juvenal  : 

Quis  tulerit  Gracchos  dc  fcditione  qucrcntcs  P 

1  did  not  choofe  to  pnfli  the  argument  farther,  al- 
though, with  refptft  to  the  reciprocal  cruelties  which 
were  committtd  during  the  coiiiell  btrween  tht  wJiite 
rofe  and  the  red,  the  rtmark  was  ohvirns,  that  what 
a  nation  had  done  during  an  age  of  barbarifm  and  fu- 
perftition,  is  not  to  be  con  pared  with  that  of  ano- 
ther in  the  days  of  knowk-dge  and  rehiu  mcnt — and 
perhaps  it  would  not  be  diificult  to  fliow  that  the  bar- 
barities he  enumerated  which  had  been  C('njmitttd  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  were  tqualkd  by  thofc 
comnutttd  in  France  at  the  fame  pc'iod>  ;  in  which 
cafe,  there  has  been  fiici»  an  accumulation  here  of 
late,  that,  on  comparing  accounts,  a  moft  dreadful 
balance  of  horrors  would  remain  with  this  coun- 
try. 
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r  ^  I  find  fome  people  believe,  or  pretend  fo  believe,-. 
that  the  murder  of  the  Duke  of  Rochefoucauld  was 
the  accidental  effedl  of  the  fudden  frenzy  of  a  few  vo- 
lunteers ;  but  many  clrcumftances  do  not  admit  of 
that  opinion.  The  magiftrates  of.  Gifors,  although 
they  wifhed  to  proteft  the  Duke,  did  not  feize  and 
punifh  his  afiaflins,  which  looks  as  if  they  fufpedled 
that  the  affaflins  atled  under  the  diref^ion  of  fome 
men  whofe  enmity  the  magiftrates  vi^ere  afraid  of  in- 
curring :  and  when  we  recoiled^,  that  the  Duke's 
condad,  immediately  before  and  after  the  20th  of 
June,  was  highly  offenfive  to  thofe  who  fpirited  up 
the  fliamcful  Infurre£^iou  of  that  day ;  when  we  re- 
colledl  tlie  chara^lers  of  fome  of  them  who  were  af- 
terwards members  of  the  new  formed  council  of  the 
Commune  de  Paris,  and  the  orders  for  arreft  which 
they  iffued  previous  to  the  2d  of  September  ;  it  will 
feem  much  more  probable  that  the  death  of  the  Duke 
of  Rochefoucauld  proceeded  from  inftru6iions  from 
fome  o^  theniy  than  from  a  fudden  impulfe  of  the  ac- 
tual murderers. 

If  any  thing  could  render  this  crime  more  attroci- 
ous,  it  would  be,  that  a  man  who  lies  under  the  high- 
eft  obligations  to  the  Duke,  was  the  planner  of  his 
affafiinatlon.  This  idea  has  been  propagated  not- 
withftanding  its  enormity,  and  perhaps  is  circulated 
the  more  on  that  very  account ;  for  the  minds  of  fome 
people  are  peculiarly  attached  to  the  wonderful,  and 
-  they  are  fo  fond  of  repeating  what  creates  the  great- 
eft  emotion,  of  whatever  nature  that  emotion  is,  that 
the  very  circumftance  which  renders  a  ftory  lefs  credi- 
ble, Is  an  Inducement  for  one  fet  of  people  to  repeat 
it,  and  another  to  believe  it.  Much  rtronger  prefump- 
tive  proof  than  any  I  have  heard,  is  neceffary  to  in- 
duce me  to  think  any  man  capable  of  fuch  aggravated 
wickednefs,  particularly  if  the  purfuits  of  his  life 
have  been  of  a  nature  to  humanize  the  heart  as  well 
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as  to  enlighten  the  iinderftandinp^,  and  if  the  fa^  can 
be  fully  accounted  for,  witFiout  fuppofinghim  to  have 
had  any  diredl  or  indiicfl  hand  in  it. 

OJlober  26. 

The  party  which  is  formed  agalnft  Roland  and  the 
Girondiits  *  manifeft  already  as  much  enmity  to  them 
as  the  fame  party  did  to  the  court  for  turning  Roland 
out  of  office.  What  renders  them  very  formidable 
is  the  influence  their  leaders  have  in  the  Jacobin  fo- 
clety,  which  begins  to  murmur  agalnft  Roland  and 
all  his  friends.  To  Brlflbt  they  fliow  fuch  peculiar 
difllke,  that  he  was  lately  expe-Ued  from  the  fociety  : 
he  probably  obtained  this  dlftinf\ion  on  account  of 
fome  paragraphs  which  have  lately  appeared  in  the 
daily  paper  fuppofed  to  be  conducted  by  him.  Marat 
is  there  treated  with  a  contempt  which  may  be  due 
to  his  talents,  but  which  it  is  not  prudent  to  (how 
for  a  man  who  is  ftill  a  favourite  of  the  rabble,  and 
has  fome  of  the  moft  defperate  of  them  under  his 
diredlion.  In  the  fame  paper  Danton  is  glanced  at 
with  feverity,  and  Rohefpierre  is  turned  into  ridicule, 
in  a  manner  that  would  not  be  readily  forgiven  by  a 
man  of  a  lefs  in^placable  dlfpofition. 

•  Vergniaud,  Gtnfonne,  Guadet,  and  fome  others  diAinguifhcd 
for  their  talents,  arc  deputies  from  the  department  ol  Gironde, 
and  fupjjun  Roland:  many  otheis  have  joined  them,  .md  the 
whole  aie  called  Girondifls  or  R<ilandills  ;  and  Marat,  who  ha  a 
determined  hatred  to  Briflbi  (omcnmcs  calls  th  m  in  liis  journal 
firifloiins,  and  the  whole  clais  R  >iand  BiilTutins.  Although 
Condoicft  is  of  more  eminence  m  thr  <icrary  world  than  any 
I  have  enumciaied  as  thefrunds  ot  Roland,  I  have  not  meiuioned 
him,  bccaule  his  condutl  of  late  is  thought  equivocal  ;  it  is  not 
quite  clear,  whether  he  means  to  attach  himlclf  to  Roland  or 
ijanton. 

JJarrerc,  deputy  from  the  departtnent  of  the  High  Pyrent'es, 
who  was  a  inrmber  of  the  conllitucnt  alTcmbly  without  bri.iR 
much  dillinguillicd,  begins  to  be  thoughi  of  more  impor'ancc  in 
the  Convention  :  he  has  not  hitherto  taken  a  decided  part  with 
eiiher  party,  but,  I  am  told,,  he  is  courted  by  both. 
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Brifibt  Is  a  little  man,  of  an  intelligent  counte* 
nance,  but  of  a  weakly  frame  of  body. 

While  many  of  the  deputies,  even  thofe  who  are 
no  way  obnoxious  to  the  violent  party,  carry  pocket- 
plftols,  or  canes  which  contain  fwords  ;  BrlfTot  walks 
through  the  ftreets,  at  all  hours,  without  fo  much  aa 
a  fwitch  in  his  hand. 

An  acquaintance  of  his  told  me  thai  he  had  fpoken 
of  this  to  him  as  a  piece  of  great  imprudence,  con- 
fideringthe  number  of  his  enemies,  many  of  whom 
he  thought  capable  of  afTdffi -lation.  To  this  remon- 
ftrance  Briffot  anfwered  with  a  carelefs  air,  *'  S'lb 
font  decides  a  m'afiaiTiner,  ils  en  trouveroient  aife- 
'  ment  le  moyen  de  quelque  manlerre  que  je  tuff,  arme  : 
d'ailleursje  fuls  d'une  conltitution  fi  foible,  que  ne 
pouvant  fdire  qu'une  trifle  defenfe,  je  piefererols 
I'honneur  de  n*en  point  faire  du  tout.' 


>>* 


But  timidity  is  not  to  be  placed  among  this  man's 
failings,  nor  prudence  amc;ng  his  virtues. 

If  BrlfTot  Is  too  little  affeiled  by  the  rancour  of. 
his  enemies,  Roland  (hows  too  much  fennbility  to 
the  attacks  which  are  made  on  lilni,  and  this  is  one 
reafon  perhaps  for  their  being  coiitinued  with  fuch 
Spirit  and  perfeverance.  Infinuatious  tending  to  ren- 
der him  unpopular,  not  only  appear  in  certain  daily 
journals,  but  acciifations  againlt  him  are  fometimes 
parted  on  the  wails.  He  alindesto  thefe  rather  too 
often  in  bis  addreffes  to  the  Convention,  which  are 
j  fometimes  thought  laboured  and  pompous.  Wiille 
one  of  this  kind  was  reading  in  the  affembly,  I  heard 
one  of  the  deputies  fay  peevifhly,  **  Get  homme  ore- 

*  If  they  are  determined  to  afTaflinate  me,  they  will  find  the 
mean^  whatever  arms  I  may  carry  ;  befides,  I  am  of  fo  feeble  at 
confiuuiion,  that,  confcious  of  being  unable  to  make  a  good  re» 
fillance,  I  tniok  it  more  honor.mbleto  make  none, 
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tend  nous  gouverner  par  des  phrafes*.''  Another, 
/lirugging  up  his  flioulJers,  laid,  *'  11  ne  cherchc 
qu'a  faire  admirer  la  beautc  de  fon  (lile  f ."  To 
"which  the  member  who  fat  next  him  replied,  '*  AulFi 
y  rcuflit  il  quclquefois  avec  I'aide  de  fa  femme  *." 

.  The  tendency  of  thtfe  adJrcfles  and  letters  gene* 
rally  is,  after  exculpating  himfcif  from  the  charges 
above  mentioned,  to  prove  the  necclFity  of  order  and 
'fubmiflion  to  law. 

But  if  a  Minifter  takes  the  trouble  of  anfwerlnp;, 
i'n  the  National  Aflcmbly,  all  anonymous  accufaiions 
made  againit  him,  neither  he  nor  the  Affembly  will 
be  able  to  do  any  other  bufinefs  ;  and  if  he  has  no 
other  means  of  producin;^  order  and  fubmifTion  to  law 
than  by  fpeechcs  and  addreffes,  there  is  no  probability 
'of  their  being  produced  foon. 

Some  of  thefe  compofitions  however  are  very  good 
in  themfclves. 

Sed  nunc  non  erat  hh  locus* 

— Can  it  be  thought  that  the  men  who  flormed  the 
King's  palace,  or  thofe  who  inillgatcd  to  the  mal- 
facres,  will  be  moved  from  their  deligns  by  eloquence 
or  argument  ? 

At  the  head  of  the  party  in  oppofition  to  Roland 
are  Danton  and  Robefpierre;  after  the m  arc  Couthon, 
Bazire,  Thuriot,  Merlin  de  Thionvillc,  St.  Andre, 
Camillc  Dcfmoulins,  Chabot,  CoUot  d'Hirbois,  Scr- 
genl,  Legendre,   f  abrc  d'Eglantine,  Panis,  Marat. 


*  This  man  thinks  to  /govern  us  by  fine  frnlcnccs. 
+  His  only  objctt  is  to  mukc  us  admire  tlie  beauty  of  his  fl)  If. 
X  111   wbuU  he  fomciimct  fuccccds,  wilbthc  atnilaiicc  ot  hu 
wUc. 
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Robefpierre  is  a  man  of  fmall  fi2fe,  and  a  dlfagree- 
able  countenance^  which  announces  more  fire  than  un- 
derftanding;  in  his  ca'meft  moments^  he  conceals  with 
difficulty  the  hatred  and  malignity  which  is  faid  to 
exift  in  his  heart,  and  which  his  features  are  admi- 
rably formed  to  exprefs.  He  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
in  the  Gonftitucnt  Affembly  by  the  violence  of  his 
fpeeches,  and  rnuch  more  fince,  in  the  Jacobin  So- 
ciety, by  the  violence  of  his  meafures.  His  eloquence 
is  employed  in  inve6tives  againft  tyrants  and  arillo- 
crates,  and  in  declamations  in  praife  of  Liberty.  His 
fpeeches  are  barren  in  argument,  but  fometimes  fer- 
tile in  the  flowers  of  fancy. 

Robefpierre  is  confidered  as  an  enthuilaft  rather 
t^an  a  hypocrite  :  fomc  people  think  him  both,  which 
Is  not  without  example  ;  but,  to  me,  he  feems  to  be 
roo  much  of  the  firft  to  be  a  great  deal  of  the  fecond. 

He  has  always  refufed  every  office  of  emolument  : 
his  paffion  is  popularity,  not  avarice  ;  and  he  is  al- 
lowed, even  by  thofe  who  deteft  many  parts  of  his 
chara6ler,  and  are  his  enemies,  to  be  incorruptible 
by  money, - 

Roland  is  not  fuppof^d  to  poffefs  all  the  energy  of 
chara<fler  that  belongs  to  Danton  ;  in  many  other 
refpeAa  they-  differ.  Roland  is  believed  to  be  a  tho- 
rough republican  :  Danton,  it  is  thought,  does  not 
lay  much  ftrefs  on  the  form  of  government,  and  would 
have  no  objection  to  monarchy,  provided  the  monarch 
were  a  creature  of  his  own  ;  for  I  do  not  find  that 
it  is  fufpedled  that  heafpires  to  reign  in  perfon. 

Roland  and  Danton  were  often  in  oppofitlon  with  ^ 
each  other  when  joined   in  the  fame   adminiftration. 
Roland  ftruggled  with  all  his  might  againft  the  ufur- 
pations  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Commune  d^e^ 
Baris after  the  joth  of  Auguft:  Danton  favoured  and- 
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abetted  them.  Roland  cxclaii-ned  againfl  the  maf- 
facrtb  In  September,  did  everything  he  could  to  put 
an  end  to  them,  and  on  thac  account  was  himfdt  in 
imminent  danger.  Danton,  though  he  was  then  mi- 
iiitUr  of  jullice,  is  accufed  of  having  been  criminally 
pafiive  on  that  very  prcfling  occafion.  Roland  ufea 
his  whole  influence  to  bring  the  authors  of  tliofe  fa- 
vage  fccnes  to  juftice  :  Danton  ufes  his  to  ftifie  all 
inveiligation  of  that  nature. 

In  extcrni^l  appearance  and  manner,  thofe  two  men 
differ  as  in  all  the  red  :  Roland  is  about  fixty  years 
of  age,  tall,  thin,  of  a  mild  countenance  and  pale 
complexion.  His  drefs,  every  time  I  have  feen  him, 
has  been  the  fame,  a  drab-coloured  fuit  lined  with 
green  filk,  his  grey  hair  hanging  loofe. 

Danton  is  not  fo  tall,  but  much  broader  than  Ro- 
land ;  his  form  is  coarfc,  und  uncommon'y  robuft  : 
Roland's  manner  is  uuafTuming  and  modclt — that  of 
Danton  fierce  and  boillerous;  he  fpcaks  with  the 
voice  of  a  Stentor,  declaims  on  the  bleifings  of  free- 
dom with  the  arrogance  of  a  tyrant,  and  invites  to 
union  and  friendfhip  with  the  frown  of  an  enemy. 

He  mud  be  fenfiblc  of  the  infinite  importance  of 
internal  union,  of  Itrengthening  the  executive  power, 
and  overawing  the  fad^ious  at  the  prefentcrifis.  Thefc 
might  pofllbly  avert  fome  of  the  evils  that  threaten 
liis  country,  and  tend  to  the  happiuefs  of  twenty-four 
millions  of  human  creatures.  But  what  mud  then  be- 
come of  Danton  :  he  would  dwindle  in  point  of  im- 
portance, and  (hare  only  the  proportion  of  an  indi- 
vidual in  the  general  profpcrity. 

In  the  comprchenfjve  vortex  of  this  extraordinary 
Revolution,  this  man,  originally  placed  in  the  lower, 
ranks  of  life,  has  been  whirled  fo  near  the  fummit,  j 
as  to  have  ihc  chief  direction  of  government  within 
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his  hope — He  thinks  himfelf,  no  doubt,  better  qual- 
ified for  that  office  than  thofe  who,  according  to  the 
prefent  fyftcm,  are  likely  to  rt-taia  it  ;  and  if  his 
hopes  fhould  be  accompliflied,  he  perhaps  has  it  in 
fpeculation  to  promote  ihe  aggrandifement  of  his 
country,  and  would  exert  himfelf  for  that  purpofe  as 
long  as  it  went  hand  in  hand  with  his  own.  But  if 
the  gratification  of  his  own  ambition  is  to  be  had  at 
no  other  price  than  the  facrifice  of  his  country's  good, 
he  will  not  refufe  the  purchafe.  This,  no  doubt> 
will  be  thought  very  profligate  ;  yet  in  this,  perhaps, 
Danton  differs  lefs  from  other  ftatefemen  than  in  forae 
other  features  of  his  charaAer. 

A  perfon  who  is  thought  to  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  charadlers  of  the  leading  deputies  of  both 
parties,  and  capable  of  forming  a  juft  judgment  of 
their  views,  lately  hinted  to  me  that  there  was  a  pro- 
bability that  Danton  and  his  friends  would  overfet 
their  opponents.     * 

**  I  thought  that  Roland  had  the  majority  of  the- 
members  of  the  Convention  with  him  ?'*  faid  I. 

*'  The  majority  of  the  members,  if  left  to  follow 
the  didates  of  their  confciences,'*  refumed  he,  **  are 
certainly  inclined  to  fupport  Roland  ;  but  Danton 
may  fall  on  means  which  have  been  found  efficacious 
in  removing  fcruples  of  confcience.** 

*'  I  had  no  idea  of  his  being  fo  very  rich.  Where 
will  he  find  the  money  ?"  faid  I. 

**  Money,  it  muft  be  confefled,  is  the  readieft  and 

raoft  effedlual,"  replied  he,  fmiling,  '<  but   not  the 

only  means — Danton  makes   ufe  of  it  the   lealt,  he 

has  it  not  always  at  his  command  ;  for  what  he  doc5 

"ufe  on  preffing  occafions  belongs  to  another." 

*'  What  other  means  has  he  V* 
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"Why,  eloquence,"  rejoined  he.  **Doyou  count 
that  for  nothing  in  your  National  Affembly  ?  I  can 
afTiire  you  it  has  coiifiderable  weight  In  ours,  and 
Danton  may  pour  it  forth  with  profufion,  having  at 
command  not  only  his  own  noify  torrents,  but  alfo 
the  5)opular  (Ircam  which  flows  from  the  lips  of  Ro- 
befpierre.'* 

**  Will  not  the  efFc<ft  of  their  eloquence,"  I  refum- 
ed,  "  be  greatly  overbalanced  by  that  of  Vergniaud,. 
Buzot,  and  other  friends  of  Roland  V* 

**  Perhaps  it  may,"  faid  he  ;  **  but  the  ally  on 
whom  Danton  has  the  greatcft  reliance  has  not  yet 
been  mentioned. 

"Who  is  he?' 

**  Terror  !  Terror  !"  repeated  he,  "  who  has  afled 
fo  important  a  part  fince  the  beginning  of  this  Revo- 
lution. Do  you  not  think  that  this  gigantic  foria 
flalks  fometimes  bef<jrc  the  eyes  of  the  Deputies  ?  Do 
you  imagine  that  their  fleep  is  never  dillurbed  with- 
the  vifions  of  heads  carried  on  pikes,  of  murdered 
prifoners,  and  the  mangled  bodies  of  thofe  vI6lims  of 
cowardly  revenge,  Briflac,  Montmorin,  Delcflart,. 
and  Rochefoucald  :" 

"  I  Oiould    Imagine,"  faid   T,  **  that   fuch   vifions^ 
would  rather  dillurb  the  confclcnccs  of  Danton   and 
fome  of  his  friends." 

"  They  have  none,"  rejoined  he  ;  "and  Danton 
feems  lo  have  nearly  as  little  fear  as  confclencc." 

He  then  told  me,  that  he  was  ctinvlnced  that  Dan- 
ton's  plan  was  to  terrify  a  majority  of  the  deputies 
into  his  meafurts,  by  means  of  ihc  rabble  of  the 
fuburbs,  which  he  expcils  to  have  at  his  difpof.i!, 
through  Chaboty  Maratf  and  other  cmilTarics  «a<J 
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tried  condu<^ors;  in  which  view  the  fed^Ions  of  Pa- 
j'ls  were    prevailed  on  to  prefent  the    addrefs  already 

mentioned,  to  the  Aflembly,  which  it  is  believed 
avas  drawn  up  by  Danton  himfelf. 

His  emiflaries,  I  have  been  fince  told,  are  very 
aftive  in  circulating  every  report  that  they  conceive 
can  render  Roland  and  his  friends,  particularly  the 
Girondifts,  odious  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  As 
many  of  this  party  are  republicans,  and  were  abufed 
by  their  enemies  on  that  account  when  fuch  fenti- 
ments  were  not  fo  popular  as  they  are  at  prefent,  it 
was  not  to  be  imagined  that  they  would  now  be  ac- 
cnfed  of  bein^;  royaliils ;  but  as  this  is  the  heaviefl: 
charge  that  can  be  brought  againft  any  fet  of  men, 
the  fame  perfons  who  formerly  accufed  them  of  be- 
ing republicans,  without  any  regard  to  confiftency, 
and  truding  to  the  abfurd  credulity  of  the  multitude, 
now  accufe  them  of  being  royaliils— and  not  entirely 
without  effed. 

The  friends  of  Roland  brought  to  Paris  the  bat- 
talion of  Marfeillpis,  which  arrived  lately,  and  un- 
queftionably  with  no  other  view  than  to  ferve  as  a 
check  to  the  fans-culottes  of  the  fuburbs,  who  are 
at  the  command  of  Danton  :  their  addrefs,  which 
was  read  in  the  Convention,  is  thought  to  be  the 
compofition  of  Barbaroux, 

Monfieur  Egalite  is  at  prefent  feldom  heard  of: 
he  appears  however  almoft  every  day  in  the  Affembly : 
he  generally  ftays  about  half  an  hour,  fecras  to  in- 
tereft  himfelf  little  in  what  is  going  on,  and  to  in- 
terefl  the  Aflembly  as  little.  It  has  been  faid  that  a 
weak  or  wrong-headed  man  of  very  high  rank,  or 
in  an  eminent  fituation  in  life,  is  like  a  man  on  the 
top  of  a  fteeple,  from  whence  aU  the  world  feem.s  /tff/e 
to  him,  and  where  he  feems  lifiU  in  the  eyes  of  all 
the  world— Whether  M.  Egalite,  when  in  his  origi- 
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ual  elevated  fituation,  regarded  mankind,  or  was  re- 
garded by  them  in  this  light,  I  will  not  fay  ;  but  he 
cer'afnly  has  been  at  great  pnins  and  expence  to  bring 
hiinfclf  low  enotjgh  to  be  fcca  and  eftimated  at  his 
jull  value  by  all  the  world. 

Oftobcr  27. 

According  to  a  late  decreee  all  emigrants  who  are 
taken  in  arms  arc  to  be  tried  by  a  conrt- martial,  and 
executed  where  they  are  taken.  N«twi'h!landing 
thii-  decree,  thirteen  we-'e  lately  conJudtrd  to  Paris. 
They  were  the  fame  whom  Ruhl  ha-i  pafled  on  the 
road  as  was  mentioned  above.  When  they  :ame  near 
Paris,  new  fears  were  exprelTed  in  the  Convention, 
of  their  danger  of  being  maffacred  in  the  (Irects. 

If  there  is  really  any  danger  of  fuch  an  event,  the 
inhabitants  of  Paris  mud  be  the  word  of  favages  ; 
but  the  only  people  I  fee  of  a  favage  difpofition,  arc 
certain  members  of  the  Convention,  and  of  the  Ja- 
cobin Club,  and  a  great  majority  of  thofe  who  fill 
the  tribunes  of  both  ihofe  alTemblics  ;  but  the  fhop- 
keepers  and  trades-people  (and  I  take  fome  pains  to 
be  acquainted  with  th^ir  way  of  thinking)  feera  to 
be  much  the  fame  as  1  have  always  known  them  ;  and 
I  am  perfu;idcd  that  there  is  no  rifle  of  mafTacres  or 
aflaffinations,  but  from  a  fet  of  wretches  who  arc 
neither  (hop-keepera  nor  trades-men,  but  idle  vaga- 
bonds, hiitd  and  txcited  for  the  purpofe. — When  I 
hear  it  afRrted  from  the  tribune  of  the  Convention, 
or  of  the  Jacobin  Society,  that  the  people  are  impa* 
tient  for  the  death  of  tht  King,  or  inclined  to  mur- 
der unfortunate  men  while  they  areconduc\ed  to  pri- 
fon,  and  yet  can  perceive  no  difpofition  of  that  na- 
ture among  the  citizens,  I  cannot  help  fufpefting 
that  thofe  orators  thenifelvcs  arc  the  people  who  are 
impatient  for  thofe  atrocities,  and  that  they  fprcad 
the  notion  that  this  defirc  is  general  among  the  pco* 
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pie,  on  purpofe  to  render  it  eafier  to  commit  them, 
and  to  make  ihem  more  quietly  fubmitted  to,  after 
they  have  been  conrvmitted. 

I  remember,  that  for  feveral  days  before  the  2d  of 
September,  frequent  mention  \vas  made  of  the  unac- 
countable delays  of  the  courts  of  juitice  with  regard 
to  the  trial  of  the  prifoners — Certain  members  of  the 
Nationail  Aflembly  threw  out  hints  of  the  people's 
impatience  on  that  account  ;  and  I  heard  a  man  at 
the  Jacobins  threaten,  that  if  the  fword  of  juftice 
was  withheld  much  longer,  the  people  would  cxercife 
it  themfclves ;  and  yet,  at  that  time,  I  could  per- 
ceive no  figns  of  fuch  a  difpolition  among  the  citi- 
zens of  Paris. 

The  dreadful  fcenes  in  September  began — the  ci- 
tizens were  (Iruck  with  terror — they  repeated  to  each 
other,  *'  We  often  lit  ard  that  the  people  would  be 
driven  to  this  V  Each  of  them  believed  that  ail  the 
the  city  had  rifen  againlt  the  prifoners,  except  the 
quarter  which  he  hin  !elf  inhabited,  and  from  vhich 
his.anxiety  for  his  fiimlly  made  him  afraid  to  move 
— They  were  told  jlat  all  who  i[:oke  in  favour  of 
the  prifocicrb  were  maflacred  by  the  people,  and  that 
many  lu!ped\ed  perfoun  were  taken  up  in  the  ftreets. 
By  thefe  means  the  citizens  of  Paris  remained  panic- 
ftruck,  while  a  handful  of  villains,  in  their  name, 
committed  the  moft  (hocking  enormities. 

Reflefting  on  this,  naturally  creates  a  fufpicion 
that  fomethmg  of  the  fame  nature  is  intended  by  the 
fame  means  with  refpeft  to  the  King. — It  is  exptfted, 
perhaps,  that  by  dint  of  repeatedly  aflerting  that 
the  people  in  general  are  defirous  of  his  death,  they 
will  be  driven  to  fome  violent  rr.eafure  if  his  trial  is 
',dei  'yed,  alfo  that  they  look  upon  all  who  are  of  con- 
trary fentiments  as  ariftocrats  and  enemies  of  the 
Kevolution  ;  and  that  the  citizens  will  be  brought  at 
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laft  to   defire,  or  pretend  to  defire,  what  otherwifc 
they  would  never  have  thought  of. 

Whatever  there  may  be  in  this  conj«:£\ure,  the  un- 
happy emigrants  above  meniioned  were  conduced 
to  the  prifon  without  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
people  to  murder  ihem.  They  were  tried  by  a  court- 
martial  the  day  before  yeftcrday  ;  if  there  really  ex- 
tlled  in  the  mind  of  the  people  any  eagernefs  for 
the  execution  of  thefe  unfortunate  men,  their  patience 
was  not  put  to  a  long  proof:  nine  of  the  thirteen 
prifoners  were  beheaded  this  morning,  four  were 
officers  in  the  army,  one  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy, 
one  a  counfellor  in  the  late  parliament  of  Guyenne, 
the  other  three  belonged  formerly  to  the  Garde  du 
corps. 

The  four  who  were  acquitted  were  fervants,  and 
had  not  been  taken  in  arms. 

What  renders  it  mors  probable  that  there  are  peo- 
ple who  wilh  to  renew  the  fcenes  of  September  is,  that 
a  rumour  was  induftrloufly  fpread  that  the  Prince  of 
Lambefc  was  in  the  dilguife  of  a  footman  among  the 
prifoners;  which  occafioned  a  rabble  from  the  fu- 
burbs  of  St.  Antoine,  to  aflcmbly  around  the  Con- 
ciergcrie,  who  exclaimed  for  the  head  of  Lambefc*  ; 
but  on  the  aifiirances  of  Commiffioncrs  from  the  mu- 
nicipality that  there  was  no  fuch  perfon  in  the  prifon, 
the  mob  difpcrfed. 

It  is  more  difficult  at  prefent  to  execute  any  great 

*  TI)C  Prince  of  Lambefc  is  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  the  mob 
®f  Paris,  bccaufo,  in  ihc  year  1789,  when  the  infiirrcttion  of  the 
Parifians  began,  and  ihc  buOsof  Necker  and  ot  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans were  carried  in  triumph,  this  prince  was  at  the  head  of  fomc 
dra|{oons  in  the  fquare  of  Lewis.  XV.  S^imc  iloncs  being  thrown 
at  them  from  the  gaidens  ol  the  Tuileries,  he  charged  with  liis 
dragoons  00  ihc  muliiiudc,  fomc  of  whom  were  wounded. 
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atrocity  than  it  was  in  tlie  beginning  of  September, 
becaufe  a  great  number  of  profligate  and  idle  fellows, 
who  were  at  that  time  in  Paris,  have  been  fent  to  re- 
cruit the  armies,  and  in  the  mean  time  Marat  and 
his  gang  are  kept  in  check  by  the  arrival  of  the  Mar- 
feillois. 

Oftober  28. 

While  I  was  in  the  Affcmbly  two  days  ago,  a  de- 
cree was  paffed,  which  is  fevere  and  unjiift  in  the 
highell  degree,  and  the  reafoning  in  fiipport  of  it 
was  as  fophiftical  as  the  decree  itfelf  is  cruel.  The 
quefl-ion  legarded  the  French  emigrants  ;  it  was  firft 
llated,  that  there  is  an  eflential  difference  between 
thofe  who  have  gone  into  countries  at  vvar  with 
France,  to  affiil  with  their  arms  or  counfel  the  ene- 
mies of  their  country,  and  thofe  who  havepafied  In- 
to neutral  dates,  fimpiy  with  a  view  to  their  own 
fafety — "The  former,"  it  Avas  faid,  "are  traitors, 
and  ought  to  be  punifned  with  death  ;  the  latter  arc 
cowards,  who  have  abandoned  their  country  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  for  which  they  deferve  only  to  be 
banifned."  Accordingly,  by  the  decree  they  arc 
baniflied,  with  thb  additional  penalty,  that  if  they 
ever  return  they  fiiall  be  puniOied  with  death — not 
for  having*  emigrated  (on  that  account  they  are  only 
banifhedj,  but  for  having  broken  the  law  which  con- 
demned them  to  perpetual  banifliment." 

This  is  furely  a  diftlndion  without  a  difference  ; 
for  by  this  cruel  and  unjuft  decree,  the  perfon  Vv-ho 
leaves  his  native  country  merely  from  fear,  and  takes 
no  part  againil  It,  is  in  effeft  fubjed^ed  to  the  fame 
penalty  with  thofe  who  have  joined  the  invading  ar- 
mies, and  may  be  taken  in  arms — -The  former  is  lia- 
ble to  be  put  to  death  if  he  returns  to  his  native  coun- 
try, and  the  latter  cannot  fuffer  any  punifhmect  till 
he  does  the  fame. 

Vol.  If.    '  M 
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It  Is  as  If  two  fervants  in  a  family  were  tried  as  ac- 
complices with  incendiaries  who  had  fet  their  mader's 
houfe  on  fire  ;  the  one  is  clearly  proved  to  have  aided 
and  ahetttil  the  incendi  iiies  ;  nothing  appears  againtl 
the  other,  but  that  he  leaped  out  of  the  window  to 
fave  himlelf  from  the  flames.  Accordii;g  to  the  fpi- 
rit  of  this  decree,  the  judge  might  pronounce  fentence 
in  the  fuppofed  cafe  to  tb.e  following  cfFedl  :  "  There 
is  a  wide  difference  between  the  crimen  of  fhefe  two 
men,  and  fo  there  (hall  be  in  their  punifhments.  The 
one  mud  be  hanged  as  an  accomplice  of  the  incen- 
diaries ;  and  as  for  tlie  other  wh<j  jumped  out  of  the 
window,  he  ought  to  have  been  afhamcd  ever  to  have 
fhown  his  face  ;  and  if  he  had  ftaid  out  of  the  way 
and  never  appeared,  I  acknowledge  it  woidd  be  un- 
juft  to  hang  him  :  but  fince  he  is  taken,  that  alters 
tlie  cafe  ;  he  merits  now  to  be  hangeti,  and  I  fen- 
tence him  to  that  piinifhment  accordingly  ;  but  ob- 
ferve,  it  is  not  for  jjmping  out  of  the  window,  but 
for  the  aggravating  circumltance  of  being  taken." 

By  this  abfind  anil  iniquitous  decree  many  women 
are  puniihed  for  that  timidity  which  is  natural  to  the 
fex  J  and  many  men  are  ruined  in  their  fortunes,  and 
reduced  to  abfolute  vant,  whofe  only  view  in  emi- 
grating was  to  fave  their  lives,  not  frc^m  the  fvvorj 
ofjuftice,   but  from  the  poniards  of  afTifl'ins. 

That  two  parties  in  a  ftate  vho  are  contending  for 
the  conduft  of  government  fhouid  diflike  each  other, 
is  common  ;  but  that  rancorous  degree  to  uhich  i: 
is  arrived  in  France  is  beyond  any  thing  of  the  fame 
kind  that  1  tvjr  knew  in  F.nglanil,  and,  I  fhouKl 
hope,  for  the  credit  of  mankind,  beyond  any  thin,^ 
ever  known  before  \i\  any  other  country.  I  made 
this  obfcrvatiun  to  a  gentleman  who  pretends  to  know 
the  French  thoroii;>My.—  •*  The  French,"  fald  he, 
*'  have  been  accufid  of  being  very  inconltant  levers  : 
I  know  nothing  of  that  ;  but  I  do  afTureyou,"  con- 
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«  He  had  the  letter  In  his  hand,"  faid  I  ;  "  how 
can  you  doubt  it  ?'* 

*«  If  he  had  twenty  letters,'*  replied  the  French- 
man, **  1  muft  doubt  it,  becaufe  a  Pruffian  corporal 
is  generous  in  nothing  but  in  cou/>s  de  batons  ;  and  it 
Is  not  in  the  nature  of  a  man  who  is  diftributing  thefe 
from  morning  to  night,  to  have  tender  affedllons  of 
any  kind. — Such  oppofite  and  difcordant  qualitldi 
cannot  inhabit  the  fame  breaft." 

The  Incredulity  of  my  French  acquaintance  T 
think  unreafonable  ;  and  I  will  here  infert  an  anec- 
dote, although  It  is  much  more  expofed  to  his  critl- 
cifm,  becaufe  it  comes  from  a  quarter  which  leaves 
no  doubt  on  my  miad  of  Its  truth, 

Monfieur  de  Bertrand  chevalier  de  Malte,aiid  bro- 
ther to  Monfieur  de  Bertrand  de  Moievllle  late  Mlnif- 
ter  of  the  Marine,  was  arrefted  and  confined  In  the 
prifon  of  the  Abbaye,  foon  after  the  loth  of  Auguft. 
This  gentleman  was  brought  at  midnight  on  the 
third  of  September  before  the  dreadful  tribunal  in 
that  prifon.  He  is  a  man  of  great  coolnefs  and  firm- 
nefsofralnd,  which  was  of  infinite  fervice  to  him  in 
this  emergency  ;  for  although  the  fymptoms  of  fear 
ought  not  on  fuch  occafions  to  have  been  confidered  a$ 
a  prefumptlon  of  guilt,  yet  that  conftru£lion  was  put 
on  them  by  the  judges,  and,  without  any  other 
prefumptlon,  they  fometimcs  proved  fatal  to  the 
prlfoner. 

When  Mr.  Bertrand  was  queftioned,  h^  ahfvrcred 
with  an  undiflurbed  voice  and  countc-r.^nce,  "  that  he 
had  not  the  kail  idea  of  what  he  had  been  arrefted 
for,  that  thofe  whtj  arrefted  him  could  not  inform 
him,  that  nobody  had  informed  him  fince,  and 
that  he  was  convinced  he  had  been  taken  up  hy 
miftake. 
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Struck  with  the  cool  and  undaunted  manner  in 
which  he  aJdrefled  them,  and  having  no  particular  ac- 
cufation  nor  proof  of  any  kind  againft  him,  the  judges 
ordered  him  to  be  releafed. 

Two  men  covered  with  bl)od,  who  had  been  em- 
ployed in  killing  the  prifoners,  and  attended  in  the 
expeftation  of  the  fignal  for  difpatching  Mr.  Ber- 
trand,  feemed  f^irprlfed  but  not  difpleafed  at  the  un- 
ufual  order.  They  condudled  him  through  the 
court  of  the  Abbaye,  and  on  the  way  a{]<ed  if  he  had 
any  relation  to  whofe  houfe  he  wlfhed  to  go» 

He  anfwered,  that  he  had  a  fifter  In-law  to  whom 
he  intended  to  go  direftly. 

<*  How  very  much  furprifed  and  delighted  muft  (he 
be  to  fee  you  !"  faid  they, 

**  I  am  pcrfuaded  (he  will,'*  replied  Mr.  Bc^rtrand. 

One  of  the  men^  then  afked  the  other  if  he  (hnuld 
not  be  glad  tci  be  prefent  at  this  meeting  ;  to  wh'ch 
he  eagerly  faid  he  rtiould  :  and  both  declared  they 
had  a  curiofity  to  be  witnt-ffes  to  the  joyful  meeting 
between  Mr.  Bertrand  and  his  filler- In  law. 

The  gentleman  wasaftonlfhcd  and  embarraflVd  :  he 
reprefenteil,  that  his  relation  being  a  delicate  woman^ 
their  appearance  might  very  much  alarm  her,  parti- 
cularly at  iuch  an  unfeafonable  hour  ;  that  he  could 
riqt  think  of  giving  them  fuch  unneceffary  trouble  r 
.^nd^ao^^A  wh.jtever  he  thought  would  divert  them 
^rom  fo  unex^**^<&ed  a  propofal,  .> 

They  urged  that  they  wduldjwfrt'rii  t>s«;  parlour  till 
he  h  id  advertlfcd  the  lady  of  their  being  In  the  houfe, 
to  prevent  her  being  ahrmed  :  that  fo  far  from  being 
a  trouble,  it  would  give  them  great  pleafurc  to  ac- 
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brothers  :  it  unfolds  certain  raeafures  he  had  taken 
for  arranging  the  troops  in  fuch  amanneras  to  fncili- 
tate  their  defertion  to  the  Auftrians"";  gives  the  rea- 
fon  why  he  had  not  gone  himfelf  to  join  the  Princes 
at  Coblentz;  adds  that  he  is  of  more  ufe  to  their 
caufe  by  retaining  a  command  in  the  Fi  erch  aimy  : 
that  the  motives  of  his  condiicl  are  known  lo  the 
Emperor  and  approved  of  by  the  King,  ^c. 

A  decree  of  accufatlon  immediately  pafTed  againft 
Toulongeon,  who  fortunately  for  him,  however,  has 
already  made  his  efcape  :  and  after  the  paflirig  of 
this  decree,  a  member exprefled  his  furpriie,  that  a- 
mong  fo  many  decrees  of  accufationas  had  been  pafT- 
ed, they  had  not  yet  pronounced  the  mod  inroortant 
of  all,  namely  one  againft  the  King. 

^  On  wl-iich  Maile,  who  is  of  the  Committee  of  Le^ 
giHation,  faid  that  the  procefs  of  the  King  required 
the   grcatelKolemnity,    not   becaule  there  was  my 
difficulty  in  proving  his  guilt,  nor  to  dtmonftratc  it 
to  the  f-rench  nation,  who  were  alieady  convinced 
but  tofatisfy  and  gi\  e  a  great  exf^n-plc  to  all  ,  eiope^ 
and  to  avoid  the  errors  which  the  .  n^lifb  lad  tcm- 
mitted  in  not  obfer\  ing  ail  the  necefiary  folemnities 
inthe-trial  of  Charles  the  Firft,  for  which  they  were  - 
cenfured  by  many  liifloriiins  and  juflified  h>  none. 

In  anf.ver  to  this,  P  nbl  obfervech  that  the  Fngli.li 
nation  bi«d  been  jufliHed  for  the  (entence  pafled  on 
Charles  nuart  by  a  writer  of  greater  genius  than 
all  the  historians  who  ever  ha.  e  writtcn'cn  the  fub- 
jet%  namely,  John    A.ilton,  author  of  Paradife  Loft. 

Hitherto  I  bad  confidered  Euhl  in  a  favourable 
light ;  there  is  fomething  n-dtural  in  his  manner  and 
I  thought  him  a  man  of  humanity  ;  but  one  of  that 
difpofition  would  hardly  have  made  fuch  an  obferva- 
tion  at  this  particular  lime  in  the  Convention. 
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Oifleeer  31. 

The  Trial  of  Charles  the  Y\r{\  of  England,  tranda- 
ted  into  French  from  the  State  Trials,  is  to  he  found 
oi  late  on  all  the  bookfellers'  tables  around  tlie  hall 
of  the  Convention.  An  abridgment  of  the  fame  is 
cried  by  the  hawkers  of  pamphlets  in  the  Palais  Roy- 
al and  the  various  entries  to  the  National  'Iflembly  : 
the  conver{"ation  is  now  greatly  turned  to  that  fub- 
jeA,  and  to  the  expected  procefs  of  Lewis  XV'I.  I 
never  believed,  however,  that  there  was  a  ferious in- 
tention in  the  convention  to  bring  the  King  to  trial, 
and  Itill  lefs  did  i  think  it  probable  tliat  it  would  be 
in  their  contemplation  to  bring  him  to  the  fcaffold ; 
an  idea  which  1  cannot  entertain  without  horror. 
Befides,  however  devoid  of  principle  fome  of  them 
may  be,  I  could  not  conceive  tliat  they  vould  com- 
mit fuch  an  a-ft  of  cruelty  and  injuRicc,  without  anv 
of  the  motives  which  incite  wicked  men  to  deeds  of 
fuch  atrocity.  Theit  perfonal  intereft  evidently  dic- 
tates the  prefervation  of  the  King's  life,  audit  Iccm- 
ed  unlikely  that  any  member  of  the  Convention,  one 
only  excepted,  could  be  aftuatcd  5y  perfonal  cimiitv  : 
they  are  almoll  all  of  ihe  middle  or  interior  ranks 
of  life  ;  none  of  them  have  ever  had  opportunities 
for  that  kind  of  intercourfe  with  the  King,  which 
ufually  generates  cither  perfonal  fricndfhip  or  haired  : 
they  may  like  or  diilike,  refpci^t  or  dcfpifc  his  gene- 
ral  conduvfl  and  charailcr  ;  but  1  could  fee  none  ot  the 
ufual  foarces  of  perfonal  hatred  either  good  or  bad, 
efpccially  as,  with  refpe^ft  to  the  excrcile  of  author- 
ity, the  whole  reign  of  Lewis  XVI.  has  been  a  reign 
of  moderation,  lie  has  always  manifedcd  a  dcfire 
to  meet  the  wiOies  of  his  fabje^ls  ;  and  perhaps  his 
averfion  to  every  meafure  wliich  had  the  appearance 
of  being  violent,  with  too  grt-at  a  difpofition  to  iV/t;//,. 
have  deprived  him  of  the  power  of  rcfnfiiic^  and  rc-1 
duccd  him  to  the  ftate  he  is  in  -I  am  perfuaded  that 
none  of  his  anceflors  had  fo  juft  a  claim  to  the  epi- 
thets which  the  public  and  hiftorians  have  aftixcd  toj 
their  names,  as  the  unfortunate  Lewis  XVL  has  to] 
that  of  Lciuli  Ic  trcp  bz7i. 
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I  have  excepted  one  perfon,  to  whom  the  prece- 
ding reafoning  does  not  fully  apply,  and  who  may 
be  fuppofed  to  be  inftigated  by  hatred  or  rev  enge  ; 
bat  allowing  this  to  be  the  cafe,-  from  all  1  have  ob- 
ferved  or  heard  fmce  I  have  been  in  this  country, 
there  is  reafon  to  think  that  his  influence  is  infinitely 
too  fmall  to  engage  either  party  inmeafures  of  which 
they  difapprove. 

Thefe  confiderations  were  fufficient  hitherto  to 
induce  me  to  believe  that  there  Was  no  ferlous  inten- 
tion in  the  Convention  to  bring  the  King  to  a  trial. 
— But  I  now  begin  to  fear  that  a  procefs  in  fome  fhape 
or  other  will  very  foon  be  brought  on,  and  when 
once  begim,  there  is  no  knowing  what  may  be  the 
ifllie  in  a  town  fo'much  in  the  power  of  the  populace, 
and  of  fuch  a  populace  as  that  which  Paris  contains 
at  prefcnt. 

I  am  led  to  this  alteration  of  opinion  from  having 
^ery  lately  heard  a  number  or  citizens,  whom  I 
thought  of  a  diiferent  opinion,,  declare  their  convic- 
tion that  the  King  was  betraying  the  country.  The 
rancorous  activity  of  his  enemies  iiaS  at  length  per- 
fuaded  them,  that,  inftead  of  another  Henrv  IV.  be- 
tween whom  and  Lewis  XVt.  they  formerly  found  a 
refemblance,  they  aflually  had  another  Lewis  XI. 
or  Charles  IX.  on  the  throne. 

BeGdes,  whether  the  King  ought  or  ought  not  to 
be  judged,,  is  nor  merely  conddered  as  a  matter  of 
joftice  or  even  of  expediency,  but,  moft  unfortu- 
nately, it  has  become  a  party  qneftion^  in  which 
paffion  may  have  more  weiglit  tlvan  either.  Dauton's 
party  knows  that  the  Girondif>s  wifli  to  fave  the 
King,  which  is  reafon  fufficient  with  the  former  to 
do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  promote  his  trial 
and  condemnation,  and  to  reprefent  the  oppofitioji 
of  the  other  party  as  a  proof  of  their  being  arifto- 
crates  and  royalifts  in  their  hearts. 

N 
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;Marat,  who  is  the  great  agent  of  Danton  ard 
Robefpierre,  declares  that  it  is  highly  unjufl.  and 
would  be  a  fhanieful  deviation  from  the  flattering 
tenet  of  Egalite,  after  having  condemned  M.dela 
Potte  and  other  inferior  criminals,  to  pafs  over  the 
greateft  criminal  of  all. 

Finally,  I  have  been  imprefTed  with  fears  refpeft- 
\pg  the  fate  of  the  King  from  a  variety  of  circum- 
ftances,  too  minute  to  be  mentioned,  Which  liave 
ftruck  me  very  lately.  It  is  certainly  horrid  and 
difgracefiil  to  human  n^fure,  but  I  am  afraid  that 
the  populace  of  this  city  have  heard  fo  much  of  a 
grand  example  that  ought  to  be  exhibited  to  Europe, 
and  their  imaginations  have  dwelt  fo  long  on  the 
idea  of  a  King  being  tried  for  his  life,  and  after- 
wards led  to  execution,  that  tliey  cannot  with  pati- 
ence bare  the  thoughts  of  being  difappointed  ot  fuch 
an  extraordinary  fpedtacle. 

November  l. 
When  Roland  and  his  friends  were  attacked  by 
fo  aftive  and  fo  virulant  an  oppofition,  it  wa  ■  not  to 
be  expected  that  they  could  efcape  an  accufation  fo 
<afy  to  make,  and  fo  diflicult  to  refute  as  that  they 
W'ere  not  atStuated  by  the  genuine  principles  of  pa- 
triotifm,  but  merely  by  ftlfifii  motives,  and  that 
they  had  no  other  ob;eift  in  view  than  to  retain  the 
Ipcrativc  ofiices  of  the  ftate  in  their  own  hands. 

To  flifle  the  voice, of  flander  at  once,  upon  this 
fubjc(^l:,  Genfonne  furprifed  the  .Convention  lately 
by  a  fpcech  in  which  he  lamented  that  a  party-fpirit 
had  manifefled  itfelf  lb  flrongly  amonp  them.  I>c 
added  that  dilhdencc  in  each  otlicr,  tic  natural  ef- 
fect of  the  numerous  treafons  which  lad  lately  been 
difcovcred,  alfo  prevailed  to  an  alarming  degree  ; 
Tvhich,  joined  to  the  envy  which  generates  hjurcd^ 
and  produces  divifion,  might  cnuMc  dcfpotir^r  to 
viic  agjiiii  out  of  anarchy.:  he  added,  the  prefent 
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times  required  a  great  example  of  felf-denial  to  «5r/ 
up  one  great  foarte  of  party  fpirit,  filence  calumny, 
and  prove  to  the  world  that  they  had  not  made  vrat 
q^  royalty  on  purpoie  to  divide  the  regal  fpoils 
among  themfelves,  but  to  obtain  freedom  to  their 
country — He  therefore  moved  that  it  (hould  be  de- 
creed that  no  member  of  the  Convention  fliould  he-' 
capable  of  enjoying  any  office  in  the  governraent 
for  ten  years  after  the  decree  had  pafled. 

All  the  members,  as  if  with  one  voice,  called  out. 
Yes,  yes  :  they  fprang  from  their  feats,  in  a  fit  of 
enthaliafm,  and  demanded  that  the  propofal  of 
Genfonre  fliould  be  inftantly  decreed^  which  was 
done  accordingly. 

This  pradice  of  paffing  decrees  the  inflant  they 
are  propofed,  without  reflection,  may  be  attendeJd 
with  the  w  >r{t  confequences  ;  as  for  this  decree  in 
particular,  it  ftrikes  fo  directly  againfl  the  views  of 
the  leading  men  of  both  parties,  and  is  liable,  in 
other  refpeds,  to  lb  many  weighty  objections,  that 
I  fufpe.^  it  will  not  be  long  in  force  even  in  I'Yance  ; 
but  if  it  fliould,  it  may  afxird  comfort  to  the  minds 
of  '^nglifhmen  at  this  awful  period,  when  there  is  a 
jult  dr^ad  of  the  prevalence  of  French  manners  and 
French  opinions,  to  reflect  that  there  is  too  much 
folid  good  fenfe  in  the  Britifli  Parliament  to  adopt 
fo  fooliih  a  ineafare. 

NovemBcr  a* 
A  mofl  unrelenting  fpirit  againft  the  emigrants, 
appears  as  often  as  they  are  mentioned  in  the  Con- 
ventional Afl^mbly — 1  fpoke  of  this  to  one  of  the 
deputies  this  evening,  expreflSng  my  furprize  that 
no  member  ever  faid  any  thing  in  their  favour,  al- 
though I  could  hardly  imagine  but  that,  in  fo  large 
an  affembly,  many  of  the  members  had  relation*  or 
friends  among  them. 

N2 
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In  anfvVer  to  ray  obfervation  the  deputy  fa'ul,  that 
the  greater  part  oF  the  emigrants  were  nobleffe, 
of  which  clals  very  few  are  members  of  the  Con- 
vention, fo  that  there  is  little  or  no  conned  ion  by 
blood,  and  as  little  by  frieiidfliip,  between  the  de- 
puties and  emigrants.  1  take  it  ior  grantedj  added 
lie,  that  you  do  not  think  any  mealure  too  feverc 
for  thofe  emigrants  who  have  taken  arms  againft 
their  country,  and  as  for  thofj  who  do  not  appear 
in  arms,  it  is  well  known  that  they  are  doing  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  excite  e\ery  nation  in  Eu- 
rope, particularly  the  Englifh,  againft  France,  and 
if  they  lutceed.  and  produce  a  counter  revolution, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  thefe  emigrants  will  exercife 
lUll  greater  cruelties  againft  the  patriots. 

I  replied,  that  the  Affembly  had  faved  the  emi- 
grants the  trouble  of  exciting  war,  by  declaring  it 
tirft  ;  for  that  no  nation  had  declared  war  with 
France  hitherto,  till  France  had  declared  war  with 
it ;  that  with  refpeft  to  England,  I  imagined  that 
■whether  fhe  fliould  enter  into  a  war  with  France 
or  nnt,  would  depend  on  the  conduft  of  the  Con- 
vention, and  not  on  any  thing  the  emigrants  could 
fay  or  do  ;  and,  finally,  that  if  men  were  to  aft  cru- 
elly towards  thofe  whofe  pcrfons  or  property  were 
in  their  power,  on  afuppolition  that,  if  the  fituations 
were  revericd,  thofe  whom  they  opprefs  would  op- 
prefs  them,  in  that  cale  there  would  be  nothing  but 
opprcflion  and  cruelty  in  the  world. 

I  then  mentioned  the  cafe  of  one  perfon  who  had 
emigrated  in  very  particular  circumnances,  and  had 
returned  to  France  foon  after.  Haling  the  cafe  m 
the  flrongeft  and  mod  favourable  light,  which  I 
corroborated  with  docuuients  that  1  had  iu  my  pof- 
feflion. 

Other  deputies  joined  us,  to  whom  I  alfo  menti- 
oned this  cafe^  and  one  of  them  taking  mc  afide. 
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affiired  me  he  faw  it  In  the  fame  point  of  view  that 
I  did,  and  that  he  would  do  what  he  could  to  ferve 
the  perfon  in  queftion,  which,  notwithftanding  ths 
favourable  circumftances,  muft  be  attempted  with 
delicacy,  becaufe  fuch  a  haired  prevailed  in  the  Con- 
vention againft  all  emigrants,  and  iuch  a  jealoufy  of 
each  other,  that  whoever  feemed  adiive  or  zealous 
in  their  favour,  had  a  greater  probability  of  inju- 
ring himfelf,  than  of  fervingthem.  You  will  rea- 
dily believe,  added  he,  how  difficult  it  is  to  procure 
any  thing  like  favour  to  one  who  is  both  a  noble 
(and  an  emigrant,  at  a  period  when  thofe  nobles  who 
never  emigrated,  but  on  the  contrary  have  taken  an 
aftive  part  in  the  Revolution,  are  looked  on  with 
diflruftful  and  jealous  eyes. — He  then  gave  me  di- 
rections how  to  proceed,  and  told  me  to  whom, 
and  in  what  manner  to  apply — 1  have  followed  his 
advice,  and  with  the  beft  hopes  of  fuccefs. 

In  the  gratification  of  this  hatred  to  the  emi- 
grants,  as  in  many  other  mltanceS;  the  Convention 
overfteps  good  policy. 

General  Cuftine  has  tranfmitted  letters  to  the 
Convention,  which  have  been  addrelled  to  him  from 
emigrants  in  foreign  fervices,  who  now  wifli  to 
ferve  their  country,  provided  they  may  be  allowed 
to  return  with  fafety. 

General  Biron  has  likewife  written  to  the  Con- 
veation  infavour  oi  fome  officers  who  have  been  in 
the  army  of  the  Ptince  of  Conde.  and  now  implore 
forgivenefs,  and  the  General's  mediation  with  the 
Aflembly,  that  they  niay  be  permitted,  to  return  to 
France. 

In  both  cafes  the  Convention  pafled  to  the  order 
©f  the  ddy — vet  as  Biron  is  at  prefent  a  very  popu- 
lar general,  and  as  Culline  has  juft  taken  pofltflioh 
qS  t'rankford;  and  has  been  always  fuecelsful,  it 
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might  have  been  expefted  that  mare  attention  would 
have  been  paid  to  their  applications. 

Bcfides,  at  this  moment  of  fuccefs,  lenient  and 
conciliatory  meafures  towards  thofe  unfortunate 
people  who  left  their  country  at  a  time  when,  ailu- 
redly ,  there  were  many  reafons  for  leavingit,  would 
appear  generous  to  all  Europe,  it  would  pleafe  the 
numerous  relations  and  friends  of  the  emigrants  in 
every  department  of  France,  and  go  farther  to  at- 
tach the  whole  nation  to  the  Revolution,  than  any 
of  the  decrees  they  have  lately  pafled,  or  perhaps 
than  even  the  victories  they  have  lately  gained. 

But  there  are  men  in  this  Convention,  and  unfor- 
tunately leading  men  too,  who  arc  ready  to  facri- 
fice  every  conlideration  to  the  gratification  of  their 
paffions^  and  whofe  ruling  paflions  feem  to  be  hatred 
and  revenge. 

This  day  the  Prefidency  of  Guadet  ended,  and 
Heraultde  Sechclles  was  elcrted  to  fncceed  him.— 
Herault  is  a  man  of  about  thirty  years  of  age,  of 
an  open  engaging  countenance,  and  genteel  appear- 
ance, circiimltances  which  diftinguifti  him  in  this 
Adembly  :  it  is  alfo  remarkable,  that  he  is  not  con- 
fidered  as  fo  much  devoted  to  the  Girondifts  as  any 
of  the  late  Prefidcnts,  which  is  confidcred  as  a 
proof  that  they  are  rather  loling  ground. 

November  3, 
As  the  General  Council  of  the  Municipality  of 
Paris,  which  was  formed  at  midnight  on  the  ninth 
of  Augiift,  claim  the  whole  gloi*^  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, they  thouglit  they  had  the  beft  right  to  retain 
alfo  the  power  of  the  ftate. 

Without  confulting  the  National  Aflembly,  they 
ifTued  orders  for  learching  many  hotels,  under  vari- 
ous pretexts  ;  detachments  of  national  guards  -,  un«| 
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der  leaders  chofen  by  the  council,  were  alfo  fent  to 
particular  churches  and  palaces  in  Paris  and  the 
neighborhood,  and  confider  able  quantities  of  plate 
and  other  valuable  el¥e6ts  carried  away,  under  the 
pretence  of  behig  for  the  public  ufe_,  but  oi  vvliich  a 
large  portion  has  been  embezzled. 

Some  members  of  the  National  Aflembly  began  a 
fhort  time  after  the  tenth  of  Augult.  to  fpeakon  the 
fubje<5b  of  thefe  embezzlements,  and  propoied  to 
make  an  enquiry  into  that  buiinefs  :  but  the  Nati- 
onal Afleinbly  had  then  lo(l  all  energy  ;  and  accor- 
ding TO  an  exprellior.  of  one  of  the  deputies,  it  had 
become  a  mere  engine  tor  manufacturing  decrees  at 
the  requifition  of  the  council  oi  the  commune.  As 
ofien  as  any  mention  was  made  of  eftablifhing  a 
committee  to  examine  into  the  extent  of  theie  em- 
bezzlements, and  by  whom  they  had  been  committ- 
ed, the  propofal  was  heard  with  evident  marks  of  ill- 
humour  by  ail  the'  members  of  the  A.flembly  who 
^vere  alfo  members  of  the  commune,  and  by  others 
intimately  connected  with  them. — They  who  made 
fuch  propofals,  finding  themfelves  unfupporied, 
dropped  them  ;  it  was  not  thought  prudent  to  irri- 
tate the  men  who  iflued  thofe  orders  of  arreft  by 
•which  the  prifons  had  been  filled,  and  who  in  the 
opinion  of  many,  had  alfo  iifued  the  orders  by  which 
they  had  been  emptied. 

It  was  expeded  that  the  Convention  would  be  ablt 
to  e^edl  what  the  late  National  Aflembly  attempted 
in  vain,  and  to  reftrain  the  power  of  the  Tviunicipa- 
lity  wirliin  its  proper  limits.  An  account  of  the 
ufurpations  of  the  general  council  had  been  written 
to  all  the  departments  of  France  ;  many  of  the  de- 
puties to  the  convention  had  come  to  Paris,  prepof- 
fefled  with  the  idea  that  Paris  w  if  bed  to  govern  the 
(late  independent  of  all  the  other  departraenis— 
that  the  general  council  governed  Paris,  and  that 
Danton  and  Robeipierrc  governed  the  general 
council. 
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Having  heard  that  a  debate  of  importance  was  ex- 
pected, i  went  to  the  tonvenlioiial  ailcmbly  two  days 
ago  earlier  than  ul'ual. 

Roland  was  lo  prefent  a  memorial  rcfpecling  the 
(late  of  Hnris.  ^V  lien  he  appeared,  contrary  to  tut-  g 
torn,  they  poftponcd  the  bulinefs  then  tranlading, 
to  attend  to  him. — He  began  by  faying,  thatifth-e 
ftrcngthof  his  voice  wa^cqual  to  that  of  his  mind, 
he  fliould  himfelf  read  the  acldrefs  which  he  held  in 
his  hand  ;  but  as  his  bread  was  delicate,  he  begged 
that  one  of  the  fecrctarics  might  be  allowed  to  read 
for  him. — Lanjuinais  afcended  the  tribune,  and  read. 

In  this  memorial  were  ftated  all  the  ufurpations 
and  a«5ls  of  defpotlfm  which  had  been  committed  by 
the  commune  (ince  the  tenth  of  /Augult,  many  of 
which  were  unknown  to  tlie  generality  of  the  depu- 
ties, ahd  leemed  to  (ill  them  with  equal  furpriie  and 
jndionation.  Roland  dated  that  he  had  often  re- 
quired (ome  account  ot  the  money,  plate,  and  ell  etfls 
which  had  bj^en  (eized  by  commiliioners  from  the 
commune  at  Senlis,  Chantilly,  I'llotcl  de  jCoigny,, 
and  other  Hotels,  without  having  any  fatisfactory 
anfwer  :  that  he  had  alio  addrcjied  himfelf  to  them 
to  know  how  Lewis  XVI.  and  his  family  were  treat/- 
cd  in  the  temple,  but  no  notice  had  been  taken  of  hig 
demand.  After  having  demonflrated  how  both  pub- 
lic and  private  property  had  been  violated;  he  de- 
manded wliether  perfonul  furety  hadbecn  better  pro- 
tecled.  Ibis  led  nimto  mention  the  horrors  of  the 
beginning  of ''.cptember,  wliich  he  pretty  plainly  in- 
finiiHted  were  committed  by  the  leaders  of  the  com- 
mon coi'ncil,  who,  he  a(l«Mted,  were  Hill  meditating 
the  mod  rapacious  and  bloody  dcligns  in  fupport  of 
their  avarice  aa:l  anvbition — vViili  this  memorial 
Koland  prcfented  a  letter  addreded  to  the  minitter 
of  juflicc,  in  whicli  iniomiation  is  given,  "  that  cx- 
pre'nons  of  the  moll  alarming  tendency  had  been 
ufcd  by    certain  perfons  of  laie  ;  that  it  had  been 
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even  hifinuated  that  the  budnefs  begun  in-September 
had  not  been  completed  ;  that  the  whole  cabal  of 
Roland  and  Briflbt  fliould  be  cut  oft  ;  that  there  was 
a  ichemefor  this  purpofe  ;  that  Vergniaud,  (juadet, 
Buzoi,  La  Source,  and  others  difpleaied  the  real  pat- 
riots ;  and  that  Robefpierre  was  the  propereft  perfon 
for  conducting  the  government  intheprefent  emer- 
gency. 

'*  Ah  the  villain  !"  one  of  the  members  called 
aloud,  as  foon  as  this  name  was  pronounced. 

There  was  fuch  an  uproar  in  theaOembly  forfonie 
time  after  Roland's  memorial  had  been  read,  that  HO 
perfon  in  particular  could  be  diftindly  heard  :  the 
noife  was  moftly  occafioned  by  ex^preffions  of  rage 
againft  Robefpierre,  and  partly  by  a  cry  that  the 
memorial  fhould  be  printed  and  fent  to  all  the  de- 
partments and  all  the  municipalities  in  France. 

Robefpierre  afcended  the  tribune  :  the  cry  agaihft 
him  was  fo  violent  that  his  voice  could  not  be  diftin- 
■guiilied  :  he  at  lafl  w^as  heard  to  fay,  that  he  wiflied 
to  ja^ify  himfelf  from  the  calumnies  of  the  minifter:. 
He  was  interrupted  by  a  new^  cry  to  dole  the  dif- 
cudion  :  he  then  faid  he  wifhed  to  fpeak  againd  the 
printing  of  the  memorial. 

This  was  alfo  refufed  by  a  pretty  univerfal  excla- 
mation ;  but  on  its  being  obferved.  that  they  could, 
not  decree  a  propofiriou  without  hearing  thofe  who 
wiflied  to  fpeak  againft  ir,  he  was  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed. He  began  with  a  few  fentences  concerning 
the  printing  the  paper,  and  immediately  deviated 
into  an  eulogium  on  his  own  conduct.  Guadet,  the 
Prelident,  reminded  him  of  the  queftion. 

'•  I  have  no  need  of  your  admonitions,  faid  Robe- 
fpierre J  I  know  very  well  on  what  I  have  to 
fpeak." 


< 
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''He  thinks  liiuifelf  already  D'ulaior,"  exclaimed' 
Si  member. 

"  Rohefpierre,  fi^cak  againft  the   printing,"  faid 

the  Prefidciit. 

Robefpierre  then  refumed,  and  declaimed  on  eve-^^ 
ry  thing  except  againil  the  printing. 

His  voice  was  again  drowned  by  an  outcry 
againft  liis  wanderings.  The  Frefident  ftrove  to 
procure  filence,  that  Robefpierre  might  be  heard^ 
which  he  no  fooner  was,  than  he  accufed  the 
Prelident  of  encouraging  the  clamour  againft  him. 

No  accufation  conld  be  more  unjuft  or  more  injudi- 
cious !hau  this,  becaufe  it  was  falfe,  and  becaufe  every 
body  prcfent  was  witnefs  to  its  falfehood.  1  he  Pre« 
iident  had  done  all  in  bis  power  that  Robt Tpierrc  mi^hl 
be  heard  and  hadaduully  broken  three  bclis  by  ring*-  ■ 
ing  t©  procure  him  lilencc^ 

The  Prelident  ilicn  faid,  *•  Robefpierre,  vous  voycz 
les  efforts  que  je  fais  pour  ramencr  Ic  iilcucc — mais  je 
vous  pardoHne  unc  calomuie  dc  plus*." 

Robefpierre  rcfumed,  and  continued  to  fpcak  of  hinr*. 
fclf  a  coiiliderable  time  in  the  moft  liaireriug  terms. 

Many  people  prefer  fpeaking  of  thcrcfclvcs  to  any 
other  topic  of  difcourfc,  as  well  as  Robefpierre  ;  but  m 
him  this  propcnfity  is  irrcfiftible.  Praifc  a<^s  as  a  cor- 
dial on  the  fpirits  of  moll  people,  but  it  is  the  praifc 
ihey  receive  fron.  others  which  has  that  effect:  what 
is  peculfar  to  Rv>berpicrre  is.  that  he  fccnis  as  niuch 
enlivened  by  the  eulfgies  he  bellows  on  himftlf;  as  o- 
ihcri  arc  by  tlic  .ipplaufc  of  iheir  fcllow-cicizcus. 

Ro!'>crpicrre,  you  are  rourfclf  ■witnefs  to  the  efforts  T 
liavc  innilc  to  reftore  filence;  but  I  forgive  you  that  Addi- 
tional cUuinny. 


v» 
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The  panegyric  he  pronounced  on  his  own  virtues  e- 
▼Ideiuly  raiftd  his  fpirits,  and  infpiredhim  \vith  aeon*' 
rage  which  at  lafl  precipitated  him  into  rafhnefs.  *'  A 
fylicm  of  calnnany  is  ellabliihed,"  faid  he  with  a  lofty 
voice,  •*  and  againlt  whom  is  it  directed  ?  againll  a 
zealoas  patriot.  Yet  who  is  there  among  you  who  dares 
rife  and  accufe  me  to  my  face?*' 

''Moi,"  exclaimed  a  voice  from  one  end  of  ihc 
ball  There  was  a  profound  filence  ;  in  the  midfl  of 
"which,  a  ihin,  lank,  palefaccd  man  ftalked  along  the 
hall  like  a  fpe<5lre  5  and  being  come  dire6lly  oppoiite 
to  the  .tribune,  he  fixed  Robefpierrc,  and  faid.  Our, 
Rohsfp'urreyC^eJl  met  qui  f  accufe*. 

"'It  was  Jean  Baptifle  Louvet. 

,  Robsfpierre  was  confounded  :  he  flood  raotionlefs, 
«K3d  turn-d  pale ;  he  could  not  have  feemed  more  a- 
larmed  had  a  bleeding  head  fpoken  to  him  from  a  char- 
ger-. 

Xouvet  afcendcd,  and  appeared  in  the  front  of  the 
tribune,  while  Robefpierrc  fhrunk  to  one  fide. 

Danton  perceiving  how  very  much  his  friend  was 
difconcerted,  called  out,  "  Continue,  Robefpierrc, 
tfeere  are  many  good  citizens  here  to  hear  you.'* 

This  feemed  to  be  a  hint  to  the  people  in  the  galle- 
ries, that  they  might  fhew  ihemfclvcs  in  fupport  of  the 
patriot — but  they  remained  neuter. 

The  AfTembly  was  in  fuch  confufion  for  fomc  time, 
that  nothing  diftin^l  could  be  heard  Robefpierrc  a- 
gain  attempted  to  fpcak — his  difcourfe  was  as  confuled 
as  the  AfTcmbly— -he  quitted  the  tribune. 

jJjjNliPvyes,  Kobefpierre,  it  is  I  whoaccrafe.  yoa. 


(     156    ) 

Danton  went  into  it :  his  drift  was  to  prevent  Lou- 
vet  from  being  licar^,  and  to  propofc  a  future  diiy  for 
takin;^  into  coilidercuioii  Roland's  memorial ;  and  as 
Marat  fcenied  at  this  lime  to  be  rather  en  mauvaife 
odeur  with  the  onveution,  Danton  thought  proper  to 
make  a  declaration  which  had  no  conncdtion  with  the 
debate,  and  which  nobjdy  thought  fincere:  '*  Jc  de- 
clare a  la  Repiihliquc  cnicie  he  txclainicd,"  **  que  je 
H'daimc  point  l*ip.dividu  Marat.  Je  -'eclareavec  fran- 
chife  qne  j  aidtait  l*cxperience  de  fon  temperament, 
ct  qj'il  eft  non  feulemcnt  volcaniquc  et  acariatre — reais 
iufociablc'^,'* 

This  conveys  no  favourable  idea  of  Danton's  elo- 
quence. Ahcx  finding  the  two  firll  qnatitics  in  Ma- 
rat, it  is  fuirprifing  that  he  could  fearcli  for  a  third,' 
It  is  as  if  a  man  were  to  give  as  his  realon  for  not 
keeping  company  with  an  old  acquaintance,  that  he 
not  only  found  him  quite  mad,  and  ahvavs  TCiidy  to 
ftab  thofc  near  him  with  a  dagger,  but  that,  ever  and 
abave  he  was  fometimes  a  little  too  rcfervcd. 

This  did  not  divert  Louvet  from  his  purpofe:  he 
perlercred,  and  the  Aflcmbly  decreed  thjt  he  Ihould 
be  heard, 

November  4« 

He  began  by  requcrtinjr  the  Prefident's  protc(5tion, 
that  he  might  be  heard  without  interruption,  for  he 
was  foing  to  mention  things  that  would  be  moriully 
-ofteniive  to  feme  prefent — who  he  faid,  were  already 
fore,  and  would  be  apt  to  fcrcam  when  he  cainc  t« 
touch  the  tender  parts.  — As  he  continued  a  little  on 
foiJie  pre'.'minary  topics,  Danton  exclaimed,  *'  1  de- 
•«  lire  that  the  accufcr  would  put  his  linger  into  the 
wound  " 

•  I  delate  to  the  whole  Republic,  that  I  do  not  love 
Muat.    I  frankly  ackiiovledge  that  I  have   foine  cr  —  • 
ence  ot'  tlie  mar. ;   anJ  I  find  not  only  that  he  is  boilK 
end  quurclfomc,  but  ulfo  uulociable* 
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'*  I  intend  it,"  replied  Louve%  "  but  why  does 
«*  Danton  fcream  before  hand  ?" 

Louvet  then  proceeded  to  unfold  the  popular  arti- 
■ficcs  by  which  Robefpicrre  acquired  his  influence  in 
ihe  j-acobin  Society  :  *•  that  he  had  introduced  into 
it  a  number  of  men  devoted  to  him,  and,  by  an  info- 
lent  exercife  of  his  power,  had  driven  fome  of  the  mofl 
refpectable  members  out  of  it ;  that  after  the  tenth  of 
Auffud  he  had  been  chofen  of  the  Council  General  of- 
.the  Commune,  and  acquired  equal  influence  there^ 
Where  he  was  on  that  memorable  day,'"*  faid  Louver, 
*'  no  body' can  tell ;  all  we  know  is,  that,  like  Sofia  in 
the  play,  he  did  not  appear  till  after  the  battle.  On 
the  eleventh  or  twelfth  he  prefented  hin.felf  to  the 
-Commune,  and  under  his  aufpices  all  the  orders  for 
arrefling  the  citizens  were  iflued; — that  orders  had 
been  given  for  arrefling  Roland  and  Briflbt,  which  by 
the  care  of  fome  of  their  friends  had  not  been  execut- 
.ed ; — that  a  band  of  men  had  arrogated  to  ihemfelves 
ihe  honor  of  the  Revolution  of  Auguft,  whereas  the 
maflacres  of  September  only  belonged  -to  them."— 
Here  Talien  and  fome  other  of  Robefpierre's  fadion, 
who  were  alfo  of  the  General  council  began  to  mur- 
mur ;  on  which  a  member  called  out — Silence,  !es 
bleffes  !  and  Louvet  refumed,  with  ^reat  animation- — 
Ves,  barbarians  !  to  you  belong  the  horrid  maiTacres 
of  September,  which  you  now  impute  to  the  citizens 
of  Paris.  The  citizens  of  Paris  were  all  prefent  at 
the-Tuileries  on  the  tenth  of  Augufl,  but  who  were 
-witneires  to  the  murders  in  September?  Two,  or  per- 
haps three  hundred  fpe^ators,  vi^hom  an  incomprc- 
hcnfible  curiofity  had  drawn  before  the  prifons.  But 
it  is  afked,  why  then  did  not  the  citizens  prevent 
them?  beca>ufe  they  were  ftruck  with  terror;  the  alarm 
guns  had  been  fired,  the  tocfin  had  founded  j  becaufe 
^hcir  ears  we4'e  inipofed  on  by  falfe  rumours;  btcaufe 
iheir  eyes  were  afl:oni{hed  «t  the  fight  of  municipal  of- 
i^cers  drefledin  fcarfs,  prefiding  at  the  executions;  bc- 

Vpt.  II.  O 
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.•odfufc  Roland  exclaimed  in  vain  ;  becaiife  Danlon, 
I  lie  Minifler  of  Juflice,  was  lilent ;  and  becawfc  San- 
tcrre,  the  Commander  of  the  National  Guards,  re- 
mained ina(5live.  Soon  after  ihefc  lamentable  fccnes," 
continued  Loiivct,  •*  the  '  egiflative  Alfcirib'y  was  fre- 
qacnily  calumniated,  infuhed,  and  even  ibreaicncd, 
Wy  this  infolcnt  demagogue,'* 

Here  Louvet  bein^  interrupted  by  the  exclamations 
of  Robefi)icrre's  adherents,  La  Croix  went  up  to  the 
iribunc,  and  declared,  that  one  evening,  while  he 
was  Prcfident-of  the  Legillaiive  Alfembly,  but  not  iu* 
the  chair,  Robefpicrre,  at  the  head  of  a  deputation 
of  the  General  Council,  came  to  the  bar  with  a  par- 
ticular petition,  which  La  Croix  oppofcd,  and  the  Af- 
fcmbly  paffcd  to  the  order  of  the  day  ;  tliat  having 
retired  lo  the  extremity  of  the  hail,  Robefpierrc 
.faid  to  him,  that  if  the  Legidative  Alfembly  would 
not  with  good  will  do  what  he  required,  he  would 
force  ihcni  to  do  it  by  the  found  of  the  locfin ;  and 
which  La  Croix  faid,  he  had  taken  his  feat  as  Prc- 
fidcnt,  and  related  to  the  alfembly  what  had  palfed. 

Other  members  bore  teAimony  of  Robefpierre's 
having  pronounced  the  threat,  and  they  confirmed  the 
truth  of  all  that  La  Croix  had  related.  One  added, 
that  La  Croix's  friends  had  entreated  him  not  to  re- 
turn to  his  own  boiife  that  evening,  by  the  Terrace  ot 
rhc  Fcuillai  5,  bccaufe  afiaffins  were  ported  there  to 
jumrder  hiir. 

This  interlude  excited  frrdi  irdlgnaiion  againft  Robe- 
fpicrre, who  made  (omc  efforts  to  be  heard  from  the 
tribune.  One  of  the  members  obfcrvcd,  that  a  man 
accufed  of  fuch  a  criire  ouglu  not  lo  place  hinifclf  in 
the  tribune,  but  at  the  bar. 

Robefpicrre  perfifled  ;  but  ihc  AlTcmbiy  dccidtdj 
that  he  Ihould  not  be  heard  till  Louvci  ha^  finifhcd,, 

■  JL  i 
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-*'  The  Legiilative  AlTembly,"  faidlouvet,  rcfmit. 
]'ng  rhe  very  lenience  at  which  he  had  been  interrupi- 
td,  ♦'  was  caUimniated,  infulted,  and  menaced  by  tl:js 
iiifolent  demagogue,  who,  with  eternal  profcripiicns 
in  his  mouth,  accufcd  fome  of  the  moft  dcfcrving  re- 
prefentativcs  of  the  people  with  having  fold  the  na- 
i  ion  to  Brunfwick,  and  accuftd  them  the  day  before  the 
airalfinations  began  ;  in  his  bloody  profcripiions  all  the 
Dew  minin:ers  were  included  except  one,  and  that  cue 
always  the  fame.  Will  it  be  in  thy  power,  Damon," 
continued  Louvet,  darting  his  eyts  on  the  late  Mini- 
iVer  of  Juftice,  '*  to  joftify  thy  tharadcr  to  poflerity 
for  that  exception  ?  Do  not  cxped:  to  blind  us  now  by 
difavowing  M^rat,  that  e7ifa7it  petdu  de  V ofjojfltiat  : 
it  was  through  your  influence,  by  your  harangacs  at 
the  E!e6loral  Affemblies,  in  which  you  blackewd 
Prieftiy,  and  white-walhed  Marat,  that  he  is  i^ow  of 
this  Convention*  Upcn  that  occalion,  I  demanded  leave 
to  fpeak  againil  fuch  a  candidate  :  as  1  retired,  I  was 
fiirrounded  by  thofe  men,  with  bludgeons  and  fabres, 
with  whom  the  future  Dictator  was  always  accompa- 
nied :  thofe  body  guards  of  Robefpierre,  during  the 
period  of  the  maffacres,  often  lookrd  at  me  with 
tijreatning  countenances,  and  one  cf  thein  faid,  It 
ivill  be  your  turn  fs/fjn,^* 

Louvet  added,  that  he  accufed  Robefpierre  of  having 
calumniated  fome  ©f  the  moft  meritorious  citizens  of 
the  Republic,  of  having  accufed  th^m  unjulily,  at  a 
time  when  accufation  was  profcription  ;  of  having  in^ 
faked  and  menaced  the  National  Afl'embly  ;  of  having 
domineered  over,  and  by  intrigue  and  terror  influen- 
ced, the  clcftions  of  the  tkdoral  AfTcmblits  of  Pa- 
ris ;  and  of  having  attempted  ihe  fupreme  power. 
He  demanded  that  a  committee  might  be  appointed  to 
examine  into  his  conduct. 

He  then  faid  that  he  accufed  another  man  who  had, 
ro  the  afionilhment  of  all  France,  been  introduced  a- 
mong  them  by  the  former,  of  whom  he  was  the  tool. 
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Stveril  voices  cailtrd  out,  M:>rai  !  Louvct  cincluJed 
by  faying,  ilut  he  iioj^cd  they  woiiM  alfo  pronounce  a 
decree  againft  all  thofc  mongers  who  iufii^ate  lopiur- 
dcr  and  a flalFi nation,  againd  a  fa(n.i<»n  which  from  pcr- 
fonal  auibition  was  tearing  ihe  Republic  in  pieces  ; 
and  ihar  ihcy  would  alio  decree  thit  the  Executive 
Pnwer,  in  calts  of  conimoiion,  n'.i^hr  call  npon  .nil 
the  military  force  lu  the  deparimeiH  of  Paris,  ai^i  or- 
der it  to  nil  for  the  jciloration  o|" tranquility  in  the 
manner  it  judged  expedient. 

Robefpierrc  afcendcd  the  tribune  as  foon  as  Louvct 
bad  finifned. 

The  AlFcmbly  feemed  unwilling  to  hear  him  :  fomc 
propoftd  that  the  difcuflion  fhould  be  poHponed  tiji 
next  day,  and  that  then  Robcrpierre  Ihould  be 
Ueard  at  the  bar.  Lo\ivct  moved  that  he  Ihould  be 
heard  immediately.  Robefpierre  declared  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  mal<c  his  anfwer  then,  but  dcfired  that 
lilt.  5th  of  November  might  be  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pofc. — This  attack  of  Louvet,  and  the  debate  which 
followed,  look  place  fevtral  days  ^go  Louvct  was 
greatly  admired  for  the  firmnefs  of  his  behaviour,  sad 
I  he  ac»>tencfs  of  fomc  of  his  remarks. 

Robefpierrc  was  thrown  into  fuch  confufion,  that 
he  did  not  fully  recover  his  fpiriis  and  rtcolk^liou  af- 
icfwarJd.  The  cffed  of  eloquence  on  an  ailcmbly  of 
Frenchmen  is  violent  and  inOantaneous:  the  indigua-' 
ifoft  which  Louvct's  fpccch  raifed  againfl  Rcbcfpitri^e 
was  prodigiv)Us  ;  at  fomc  particular  parts  I  ihouglit  I 
his  perfon  la  da'.[rer,  I  fancy  the  dtniand  of  fo  long 
a:i  intervnl  before  he  fliould  make  his  defence,  was 
lug^ellcd  by  Danton,  or  fome  oilier  of  his  friends ;  iL 
was  a  prudent  mcafure,  had  he  attempted  to  iufwi 
immcdiiiely,  he  mull  have  lofl  his  caufe:  all  his  cl^ 
qucncc  and  addrefs  could  not  at  that  time  Jiavc  tfi'ac^ 
ihc  Arong  imprcilion  which  Louvct  had  macU . 
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Although  he  drew  the  attack  on  himfcJf  by  his  im- 
prudent boafting,  yet  he  was  taken  unprepared  :  the 
galleries  in  particular  had  been  neghded  on  that  day, 
for  the  audience  (hewed  no  partiality — a  thing  (o  un- 
ufual  when  he  fpoke,  that  it  is  believed  to  have  help- 
ed  greatly  to  difconcert.  hira. 

Navembcr  5,. 

Two  or  three  days  after  the  fceiie  above  defcribcd, 
Roland  wrote  to.  the  Convention,   that  a  late  sddrefs 
of  the  Commune  of  Paris,  which  had  not  been  order- 
ed by  the  Convention  to  be  printed,  or  tranfmitted  to 
the  departmems,    had  neverthelefs   been  inclofed  in- 
covers  direded  and  franked  by  the  Mayor  of  Paris,: 
aiid  put  into  tJie  poft-officc:   that  he  had  ordered  them: 
ro  be  flopped,   becaufc  the  Convention  had  difapprov- 
ed  of.  the  addrefs,  and  becaufe  he  belie<ycd  die  name  of 
Pctiofi  on  the  covers,  to  be  forged. 

Petion  immediately  arofe,  and  declared  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  Intention  of  tranfmitting  the  addrefs- 
IQ  the  departments,  and  had  franked. none.of  the  co^- 
v«rs. 

This  letter  from  Roland  produced  a  warm  dcbatcj . 
which  fcrved  only  to  animate  the  two  parties  more  vi- 
olently againll  each  other ;  one  accufmg  the  Com- 
mune of  a  low  and  f^dious  manoeuvre*  in  endeavour- 
ing to  circulate  an  addrefs  difapprovcd  of  by  the  Con- 
vention, and  which  is  of  a  pernicious  tendency;  ther 
other  accufing  the  Miniftcr  of  a  defpotic  and, ille- 
gal ad  in  wounding  public  confidence,  by  arrcfting 
uic  courfe  of  corrcfpondcnce. 

Like  all  debates  in  a  numerous  aiTe mbly-,  where  the 
j^flions  are  inflamed,  it  foon  deviated  from  the  objefb: 
(m  which  it  began,  and  extended  to  the  other  fubjcfts" 
pf  recrimination ;  during  which  Barbaroux  of  Mar- 
fcilles,  who  bad  been  prevented  from  fpeaking  on  ih£f 
day  on  .which  Louvct  accufed  Rbbcfnlerre, .  made  a  -s*^- 

O  a. 


(     i62     ) 

ly  fphiicJ  harangue  againA  the  laitcr  and  his  parti- 
I'ans.  '  It  wcrS  nearly  to  the  fame  purpofc  with  that  of 
Louvet,  but  more  correal  and  concile :  its  objc61s 
were  to  remove  all  jcaloufy  ot  the  Marfcillois,  lo  urge 
the  ncccfuty  of  an  armed  force  to  proit(5k  the  Conven- 
tion from  the  \)rutaliiy  of  tlie  mob,  and  to  incnafe  the, 
iufpicions  of  the  ambitious  views  of  Robefpierre, 

He  began  by  afking  **  if  the  rcprelcniativcs  of 
twenty. five  millions  of  men  were  to  bend  ihcir  heads 
10  thirty  factious  perfons.** 

**  The  inhabitants  of  the  South  arc  accufed  of  ha- 
ving projet^ed  a  federal  republic,"  continued  Barba- 
roux  ;  *•  yet  we,  their  rej^refentatives,  declare,  that 
tlicy  have  inArndtd  us  to  oj  pofc  every  projed  of  that 
natarc.  J  call  on  Marat  to  rife  «nd  prove  that  evc-r 
there  was  fuch  a  projeift,  or  lo  cwn  himfelf  to  be  a 
calumniaicr.*' 

"  The  friends  of  Roland  are  acCufed  of  wifhingtp 
domineer  by  means  c(  the  armed  force  which  is  re- 
qiiilite  to  maintain  the  independence  of  the  Conven- 
tion. I  undertake  to  prove,  when  that  quedion 
comes  regularly  before  us,  that  this  is  rendered  im- 
poQible  by  the  very  manner  in  which  that  force  is 
propofcd  to  be  eftabliftied.  It  is  not  to  be  formed  of 
Sv.ifs  guards,  but  of  French  citizens  from  the  eighty 
three  departments, 

*•  Thofc  agitators,"  continued  Barbaroux,    **  who 
for  villainous  purpofcs  wi(h  to  fprcad  anarchy  over  the 
nution,  have  the  audacity  to  fay  /hey  brought  on  the 
revolution  of  Auguft,   nnd   by   that  fallehood  try   to 
make  us  forget   their  proje*^  of  a  Di<5tator,  their  nu«' 
merous  robberies  and  their  horrid  murders  in  Septem-- 
ber  :  but    they  never  can  be  fgr^otten  ;    nor  fha'l   I» 
ccafc  to  aft  again fl  that  faftion,  till  the  murderers  arc* 
punifh.fd,    the    effefts    nftored,    and    the  dii^aiors 
thrown  from  the  rock. 


(     i65     ) 

*^  What,"  coacfaued  Sarbaroux,  can  more  plainly  de- 
iHonflrate  the  ambitioas  projedsof  ihofe  men,  than  that 
which  has  already  been  mentioned  in  the  Convention  ? 
namely,  that  immediately  before  the  loth  of  AuguH, 
Robefpierre  invited  Rebecqui  and  me  lo  his  houfe  j 
he  fpoke  to  us  of  the  neceffity  of  our  rallying  all  our 
force  under  fome  man  who  enjoyed  great  popularity  ; 
and  Panis,  as  we  took  our  leave,  named  Robefpierre 
as  the  propcrefl  man  for  being  diftaior.  And  Robe- 
fpierre himfelf  propofcd  in  the  committee  of  twenty- 
one,  that  the  Council  General  of  theCommune  fliould 
be  authorifed  to  form  itfelf  at  once  intoa  jury  of  acca- 
fation,  a  jury  of  judgment,  and  a  tribunal  for  apply- 
ing the  law.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  he  hijaftlf 
had  tire  chief  influence  in  the  Gctreral  Council.*' 
And  finally,  faid  Barbaroux,  '♦  this  very  man,  oh 
another  occafion,  eager  to  obtain  a  decree,  came  to 
ihe  bar  of  the  National  Allembly,  and  threatened  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  nation  to  make  the  tocfin  be 
founded,  if  they  did  not  form  one  as  he  thought  pro-> 
proper  to  didate." 

This  difcourfcj  while  it  increafed  the  indignatieji 
already  kindled  againft  Robefpierre,  muft  alfo  tend  ta 
liiake  his  adherents  more  zealous  to  defend  him  ;— -it 
is  their  own  caufe : — when,  the  murderers  of  the  pri- 
foiiers,  and  the  embezzlers  of  goods  are  threatened, 
inany  members  of  the  Convention,  and  more  ef  the 
General  Council,  muft  be  in  a  ftate  of  fevere  alarm. 
And  feverely  will  this  alarm  be  avenged  if  ihefe  men 
fhould  ever  obtain  the  afcendency  in  the  Convention,. 
On  the  2d  of  September  they  (hewed  what  is  to  be  cx> 
p^dted  from  them  wl^cnin  power. 

November  d." 

Great  inconveniency  was  found  in  the  ConventioH, 
from  the  petitions  which  formerly  were  allowed  to  be 
prefented  at  all  times.  By  a  late  decree,  all  petitions 
are  ordered  tp  be  rcferv,ed  for  Sunday,  when,  unUfs 
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foiv.ethin^  of  great  imporiance  intervenes,  the  klc 
bjluicfs  is  to  attend  to  them. 

This  renders  it  the  Icafl  intcrefling  day  for  attend- 
ing the  Convention.  I  went  lafl;  Sunday,  in  compa- 
ny with  an  Englirti  gentleman  to  St.  Gloiid.  1  his 
was  the  fammer  reliJtnce  of  the  Orleans  family  from 
the  time  that  Monjisury  brother  to  Louis  XlV.  built 
the  chateau,  till  lately. 

From  the  houfc  itfelf,  as  well  as  from  many  parts 
of  the  delicious  park,  there  is  an  txtenlivc  view  com- 
prehending Paris,  all  the  villas  around  it,  a  rich  land- 
scape of  hills,  woods  and  meadows,  through  which 
the  Seine  flows  in  many  graceful  windings.  The 
cafcade  is  greatly  admired,  and  ihc  park  has  been  con- 
lidered  as  the  happiclt  elfurt  of  the  genius  of  Le  No- 
flre,  who  has  made  a  delightful  nfe  of  all  the  variety  of 
furface  it  contains,  as  well  as  of  the  Seine  which  flows 
by  ir. — St.  Cloud,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  was  pre- 
ferable to  any  of  ihc  royal  villas  before  it  became  one. 
of  them  :  it  was  puichafed  by  the  Queen  from  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  about  five  or  fix  years  ago,  fmcc 
which  time,  the  apaiiments  within  the  chateau  have- 
been  altered  at  a  great  expence,  and  much  improved. 
Nothing  can  be  conceived  more  commodious.  Not- 
withftanding  the  ridinefs  and  magnificence  v>f  feme  of; 
the  apirtmeurs,  this  palace,  with  all  its  fplcndid  fur-, 
niture,  has  remained  hitherto  undefpoiled  and.unfuUi-s- 

The  centraft  between  the  magnificence  we  were  be- 
holding, and  the  wreiclicd-  apartmcni  in  which  ihc« 
perfon  for  whom  that  magnificence  was  prepared  is 
confined,  naturally  prcfented  itfelf  to  our  minds.  This 
idea,  with  that  of  the  various  aggravating  circomAan. 
ces  which  attend  her  confinement,  made  us  contem- 
plate the  fplendor  of  St.  Cloud  through  a  very  ^loomy^ 
medium.  The  whole  manner  of  the  man  who  con- 
du«5lcd  us  through  the  aptrtmonis,  fufliciently  cviucM^ 
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{hit  his  tlioi^gbts  fpraiig  from  the  fame   fource,  an^ 
flowed  in  the  lame  cliannel  with  ours. 


"Thofe  v/ho  have  had  the  cnriofity  to  vifit  the  hoofes 
(if  princes  and  villas  of  nobiiiry,  may  have  remarked 
\v".ih  what  of  entation  and  pride  the  hoiife-keepcr  and 
'  fcrvants  conduft  ilrangers  through  magnificent  apart- 
.  rVcnts  :   they  enjoy  the  admiration  of  the  vifitors,  and 
1   Av ell  with  felf-imponance  in   proportion  to  the  rich- 
'   iiefs  of  the  furniture.     They  are  not,   however,  more 
grofsly  mJflakcn  than  ihofe   proprietors,  who,  deriv- 
ing ail  their  importance  from  the  fame  quantr,  think 
it  amounts  to  a  great  deal. 

Nothing  of  this  kind,  but  all  that  is  oppofite,  ap- 
peared in  the  demeanour  of  the  man  who  attended  us 
through  the  palace  of  St.  Cloud  :  his  mind  evidently 
borrowed  no  pride  from  the  magnificence  he  had  un- 
der his  care,  but  fetmed  rather  to  be  engroiTcd  with 
the  fad  fate  of  the  owners,  and  the  fdicitudes 

" la  queata  circuni  tetfla  volantes. 


Xlie  annals  of  the  unfortunate  do  not  record  any  fitu- 
aiion  more  dreadful  than  that  of  the  unhappy  Queen 
of  France. 

Any  woman  in  her  fituation,  would  be  exceedingly 
miferable;  bat  we  cannot  help  thinking  that  llie  mud 
be  mbre'iniferable  than  any  other  woman  in  the  fame 
fituation. 

The  diftance  at  which  her  rank  feemed  to  have 
placed  her  from  the  reach  of  the  mifery  which  now 
iurroundsarid  threatens  to  overwhelm  her,  renders  her 
fufferings  more  acute.  T  his  circumftance,  independ- 
ent pf  any  abfurd  prejudice  in  favour  of  rank,  muil 
iticreafe  the  fympathy  of  every  feeling  heart.  Altho' 
(he  h  the  daughter  of  an  Emprefs,  the  filler  of  Empe- 
ror^^^iind  the  wife  of  a  King  who  was  lately  confider- 
cd  the  moil  powerful  in  Europe,  the  fcerns  now  mor? 
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f  re-cminent  ia  wrcichcJncIs  than  ever  flic  was  in  rani?, 
and  iplcndor.     '  •'^ 

She  was  not  only  a  qi.icen,  but  is  a  beautiful  woman  ;( 
not  only  accuftonied  lo  the  intcrcfted  and  ofttntations 
fiibmilTion  thai  aiitnds  power,  but  loihat  more  pkafing 
attention  and  obedience  whicl)  are  paid  lo  beauty.  For- 
tune accompanied  her  fricndlhip,  ar.d  happincfs  her 
fmilcs.  She  found  her  wilhcs  aniicipaitd,  and  faw 
her  very  looks  obeyed. — How  painful  muft  now  be  lb* 
dreadful  rcvcrfc  !  lliut  up  in  a  prifon,  furrouuded  with 
barbarians,  \vi etches  who  rejoice  in  her  cahimiiy  and  | 
mfuk  her  forrow,  "«vith  what  afteding  propriety  nii^;bt 
this  unfortunate  Queen  adopt  the  pathetic  complaint 
of  Job !  •'  He  hath  fenced  up  n»y  way  thai  i  cannot 
pafs,  and  he  hath  fci  darkncfs  in  my  paths. 

*♦  He  hath  llrippcd  me  of  my  glory,  and  taken   the 
crown  from  my  head. 

**  He  hath  dcftroycd  me  on  every  fide,  and  1  am 
gone;  and  mine  hope  hath  he  removed  like  a  tree. 

**   He  hath  put  my  brethren  far  from  mc. 

•♦  My  kinsfolks  have  failed,  and  my  friends  have 
forgotten  me." 

What  has  this  mod  unfortunate  of  women  already 
fuffercd  ?  what  is  yet  refervcd  for  her  to  endure  r  She 
has  been  fhocked  by  the  cruel  murder  of  many  of 
Iier  fervants  and  friends,  feme  of  them  for  no  other 
reafon  than  their  fidelity  to  her.  She  now  fufftrsail 
the  agonies  of  fufpenfe — her  heart  throbbing  from 
recent  wounds,  and  her  mind  terrified,  not  for  licr 
own  fate  only,  hut  for  thofe  of  her  fiftcr,  her  huf- 
band  and  her  children.— No  ;  the  annals  of  the  un- 
fortunate do  not  record,  nor  has  the  imagination  ot 
the  tragic  poet  invented^  any  thing  more  dreadfully 
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atfetiing  than  the  misfortunes  and  fufFerlngs  of  Marie 
Antoinette,  queen  of  France  ;  and  for  ages  to  come, 
her  name  will  never  be  pronounced  unaccompanied 
with  execrations  againft  the  unmanly  and  unrelenting 
wretches  who  have  treated  her,  and  fuffered  her  to 
bjg  treated,  in  the  manner  (he  has  been. 

■  '  November  7. 

From  St.  Cloud  we  wi<hed  to  drive  to  Mont  Cal- 

vaire,  but    found   part   of  the  road  impaflable  for  a 

carriage,  and  vi'ere  obh'ged  to  return  and  go  directly 

to  Paris. — It  feems  very  ftrange,  that  a  road  between 

a  royal  palace  and  a  neighbouring  hill  to  which  there 

h  fo  great   a   refort    from  other  places   fhould  be  in 

this  ftate.     The  day  was  one  of  the  fineft  I  ever  faw. 

On  coming   to    the    barrier,  immediately  before  we 

entered  Paris,  a  waggon  ftood  acrofs  the  road,  which 

(topped  our  carriage  :   the  coachman  had  fome  words 

iwith  the  waggoner,  who  was  drinking  with  fome  fans- 

fculottes.     He  feemed  in  no  hurry  to  move  his  wag- 

Igon  out  of  the  way,  notwithftanding  the  repeated  re- 

iqueft  of  our  coachman,  who,  after  a  little  altercation, 

iloft  his  temper  fo  far  as  to  make  ufe  of  the  term  ca- 

naille,  which  has  fuch   an  ariftocratic  found,   that  it- 

alarmed  me.     I  inftantly  and   very   loudly   rebuked 

ithe  coachman  ;  which  pleafed  the  audience  fo  much, 

that  they  removed  the  waggon,  and  we  pafled  unmo- 

lefted  to  Paris. 

1   '*' 

I  '  I  was  the  more  alarmed  at  this  expreffion,  on  ac- 

|count  of  a  fcene  which  I  had  been  witnefs  to  in  the 

Igallery  of  the  National   AfTembly.     A   man  drefTed 

.like  a  gentleman  had  a  difpute  with  two  perfons  of  a 

poor   appearance :    he  called   them   canaille^    which 

drew  the  fevered  of  all  repartees  from  one  of  them, 

namely,  that   he   was  an   ariftocrate.      The    people 

around  took   part   againft  the  accufed   perfon,  who 


w 
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-tried  in  vain  to   refote  the  charge  ;  ihey  would  not 
lillen,  but  obliged  him  to  leave  the  gallery. 

A  gentleman  who  had  entered  with  him   was  vei 
near  being  reduced  to-'the  fame  ncceffity.      One   ad-1 
drefled  him  in  an  angry  tone,   faying,  *' The  people 
are  not  to  be  trejted  in  the  infolent  manner  your  friend 
did,   Sir." 

To  which  the  other  anfwcred  with  mildnefs,  **  il.- 
n'ell  pas  probable,  Monfieur,  que  j'aie  la  moindrC' 
intention  d'infulter  le  pcuple,  puifcjue  j'ai  I'honncur' 
d'en  faire  partie*." 

November  6. 

On   the  day  on  which    Robefpierre  made   his  de* 
fence,  the   galleries  of  the   Conventional    Alfemblj 
were  crowded  at  an  early  hour;   but  having  an  order 
from  the  Prelldcnt  for  the  box  of  the  Logographe,   I 
was  admitted  at  the  ufual  time. 

There  was  not  fo  great  a  crowd  of  the  populace  at 
(he  entry  to  the  Affcmbly,  as  I  have  fometimes  fcca  ; 
but  thofe  who  were  there  exprefTed  their  partiality  for 
him,  and  diflike  to  his  acculers.  On  the  terrace  of 
the  Fcuillans,  the  groups  were  moftly  formed  of  his: 
partifans  :  one  fellow  accompanied  by  two  or  three 
others  carried  tripe  on  a  pole,  which  they  fwore  they 
would  force  thofe  to  eat,  who  (liould  vote  againll  fo 
dillinguiflied  a  patriot. 

Immediately  before  Robefpierre  afcendcd    the  tri- 
bune, a   deputy  complained  that   the   galleries  were 
unfairly  tilled;  that  certain  privileged  perfons,  chiclly 
women,   had  been  introduced  for    the  purpofe  of  aj 
{lauding,  while  all  the  impartial  ciiiaens  were  kcj' 

*   I(  !■  not  probabie  thai   I  Ihotild  have  any  inienilon  to  laiu.i 
ihe  pcoj  1'.-,  (iiKc  I  have  the  honour  t  j  be  one  of  them. 
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out  :  *'  Des  citoyens,"  he  exclaimed,  •*  font  a  la 
porte  des  tribunes,  tandis  que  d'autres  porteufes  de 
cartes  privil^giees  font  facilement  entreesf." 

This  obfervatlon  occafioned  an  univerfal  laugli, 
and  every  body  turned  their  eyes  to  the  galleries, 
which  were  almoft  entirely  filled  with  women.  Ro- 
befpiere's  eloquence  is  faid  to  be  peculiarly  admired 
by  the  fex  ;  and  it  has  been  remarked,  that  on  the 
nights  when  he  was  expedled  to  fpeak  at  the  Jacobins 
the  proportion  of  females  in  the  galleries  was  always 
greater  than  ufual. 

When  Robefpierre  appeared  in  the  tribune,  it'wai 
evident  that  he  had  entirely  recovered  his  fpirits,  and 
he  certainly  made  a  much  better  figure,  than  he  did 
when  he  was  laft  there. 

**  I  am  accufed,"  faid  he,  **  of  having  aimed  at 
the  fupreme  power.  If  fuch  a  fcheme  is  criminal,  it 
muft  be  allowed  to  be  ftlll  more  bold.  To  fucceed, 
I  muft  have,  been  able  not  only  to  overthrow  the  throne, 
but  alfo  to  annihilate  the  legiflature,  and  above  all, 
to  prevent  its  being  replaced  by  a  National  Conven- 
tion. But,  in  reality,  I  myfelf  was  the  firft  who, 
in  my  public  difcourfes  and  writings,  propofed  a  Na- 
tional Convention  as  the  only  means  of  favinp;  the 
country.  To  arrive  at  the  dictatorfhip,  to  render 
myfelf  mailer  of  Paris,  was  not  fufficient ;  I  mull  al- 
fo have  been  able  to  fubdue  the  other  eighty-two  de- 
partments. Where  were  my  treafures  ?  where  were 
my  armies  ?  what  flrongly  fortified  places  had  1  fe 
cured  ?  All  the  riches  and  power  of  the  flate  were  i 
the  hands  of  my  enemies.  In  fuch  circumftance§,  to 
make  it  credible  that  I  had  fuch  a  fcheme,  my  ac- 
cufers,  muft  demonftrate  that  I  am  a  complete  mad- 
man." 

f  Some  female  citizens  are  kept  at  the  door,  while  other  female* 
with  privileged  tickets  are  fcated  in  the  tribunes, 
Vol.  II.  P 
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"  Cc  n'efl  pas  la  I'embarras*,"  falJ  one  of  the  de- 
puties r>ear  me  to  ihufc  around  him. 

**  And  when  they  have  mnJe  that  point  clear," 
continued  Robefpierre,  **  I  cannot  conceive  what 
they  will  gain  by  it,  for  then  it  will  remain  for 
them  to  prove  that  a  madman  can  be  dangerous  In  a 
ftate." 

**  Bah  !"  fiiid  the  deputy  who  had  already  fpoken, 
**  ils  font  let  plus  redoutabies  f ." 

Robefplerre  denied  having  ever  had  much  connec- 
tion with  Marat,  and  he  explained  by  what  means  he 
had  been  induced  to  have  the  little  which  he  avowed; 
and  he  aflerttd,  that  Marat  had  net  been  chofen  to 
the  Convention  from  his  recommendation,  nor  per- 
haps from  any  high  opinion  which  the  clictors  had 
of  that  Deputy,  but  from  thsir  hatred  to  the  arlf- 
tocrates,  whofe  mortal  enemy  thty  knew  Marat  to 
be. 

<*  1  am  accufcd,"  continued  Robefplerre,  of  hav- 
ing exertifed  the  defpolifm  of  opinion  in  the  Jacobin 
Society.  That  kind  of  dcfpotifm  over  the  minds  of 
a  foclcty  of  freemen  could  only  be  acquired  and  ob- 
tained by  reafoning.  1  finil  nothing  therefore  to 
Mufh  fur  in  this  accnfation.  Nothing  can  be  more 
jattcrlng  to  me  than  the  t^od  t>piiiiun  of  the  Jaco- 
bins, elj»ccially  as  Lewis  XV i.  and  Monf  dc  la  Fay- 
ette have  both  f-undthal  the  t  pinion  of  the  Jncobins 
is  the  opinion  of  a'l  France.  lift  now,  ihat  iociely, 
m%  Louvct  pretendb,  is  not  what  it  was,  it  hns  d*  ge- 
nerated ;  and  pcihaps,  af.er  having  accufed  me,  hit 
next  ilep  will  be  to  demand  the  prolcnption  of  the 
Jacobins.      We  fhall  ilien  fee  whether  he  will  be  more 


•  1  hat  would  not  be  HiMiciilt. 
t    i  hey  arc  the  nioU  ddn^rtoui. 
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perfuafive  and  more  fuccefsful  than  Leopold  and  La 

Fayette. 

'•  Louvet  next  tries  to  vilify  the  General  Council 
of  the  Commune;  thofe  men  who,  chofen  by  the 
fe£lions,  all-mbled  in  the  Town  Houfe  on  that  aw- 
ful night  when  the  confpiracy  of  the  Court  was  rea- 
dy to  barft  forth;  thofe  men  who  direfted  the  move- 
menis  of  that  inlurretlion  which  faved  the  (late; 
who  dilconcerted  the  meafures  of  the  traitors  in  the 
Tuileries,  by  an  eiling  the  Commander  of  the  Nation- 
al Guards,  who  had  given  orders  to  the  leaders  of 
battalions  to  allow  the  people  to  pafs  towards  the  Ca- 
roufel,  and  then  attack  them  in  the  rear  :  thofe  pa- 
tiiots  arc  of  too  much  energy  of  chaiacter  to  be  e- 
flcemed  by  the  flaves  of  monarchy  ;  but  it  is  not  in 
the  power  of  calumny  and  impofture  to  prsilud^  the 
heroic  fervice  they  were  of  to  thi  Republic  from  the 
records  ol  hiftory. 

•'  Thev  are  accufed,"  continued  he,  '*  of  arrefling 
men  contrary  to  the  forms  of  law.  Was  it  expetled, 
then,  that  we  weie  to  accompliiha  revolution  in  the 
government  with  the  cod:  of  the  laws  in  our  hands? 
Was  it  not  becdule  the  laws  were  impotent,  that  the 
Revolution  was  abfolutely  neceffar)'  r — Why  are  we 
not  accufed  alfo  of  having  dilarmed  lufpe£led  citi- 
zens, and  of  excluding  from  tlie  affemblics  which 
deliberate  on  thr  public  fafcty,  ail  known  enemies  of 
the  Revolution  ?  Why  do  you  not  bring  accuiations 
againft  the  Eeclorai  AfTemblies  and  the  Primary  Al- 
lemblies?  They  have  all  done  afts,  during  this  crifis, 
which  are  illegal,  as  illegal  as  the  overthrowing  of  iho 
BaftiUe,  as  illegal  as  Liberty  iticlf. 

"  When  tiie  R.oman  conful  had  fuppreffed  the 
confpiracy  of  Catiline,  Clodisaccufed  him  of  having 
violated  tiie  laws.  The  Conful's  defence  was,  that 
he    had  favcd  the  Republic. 

Pa 
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"We  are  accufed  offending  CommifTioncrsto 
various  departments. — What  !  is  it  imagined  that 
the  Revolution  was  to  be  coaiplctcd  by  a  Ample  coup 
dc  main,  and  fcizing  the  CaQ.lc  of  the  Tuileries  ? 
Was  it  not  nccclfary  to  communicate  to  all  France 
that  falutary  commotion  which  had  clcflrified  Paris? 

**  What  fpecics  of  perfecutlon  is  this,  which  con- 
verts into  crimes  the  very  efforts  by  which  we  broke 
our  chains?  At  this  rate,  whut  people  will  ever  be 
able  to  fliakc  off  the  yoke  of  dcfpotilm  ?  The  people 
of  a  large  country  cannot  aft  together  ;  the  Tvrant 
cati  only  be  llruck  by  thofe  who  are  near  him.  How 
is  it  to  be  expefted  that  they  will  venture  to  attack 
him,  if  thole  citizens  who  come  fiom  the  diflant 
parts  of  the  nation  {hall,  after  the  vidlory,  make  them 
rpfnonfible  by  law  for  the  means  they  ulcd  to  favc 
their  country  ?  The  fiiendsoi  freedom,  wiio  adtf'.n" 
bled  at  Paris  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  did  their  beft 
for  general  libertw  You  mud  approve  or  dilavow 
their  whole  conduct  taken  together,  and  cannot,  in 
candour,  examine  into  partial  dilorders,  which  have 
ever  been  infcparable  from  great  revolutions.  The 
people  of  Franco,  who  have  chofen  you  as  their  dele- 
gates, have  ratified  all  that  happened  in  bringing  a- 
bout  the  Revolution.  Your  being  now  alfcmblcd 
here  is  a  proof  of  this  ;  you  are  not  lent  to  this  Con- 
vention as  Julliccs  of  the  Peace,  but  as  Legillutors  : 
you  arc  not  delegated  to  look  with  inquifitori.il  eves 
into  every  circumllance  of  that  infurredion  which 
has  given  liberty  to  France,  but  to  cement  by  wife 
laws  that  fabric  of  freedom  which  France  has  obtain- 
ed— Poilerity  will  pay  attention  to  nothing  in  thofe 
cwnts  but  their  facrcd  caufe,  ani  their  iablime  ef- 
fc6l." 

Robcfpicrrc  denied  however  having  any  connexi- 
on with   the  fl.iu-lucr  of  the    prifoncis,  which,  ho 
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aflferted,  was  entirely  owing  to  the  indignation  of 
the  public  for  M.  Montmorin's  being  acquitted  by 
the  Criminal  Tribunal,  the  efcape  of  the  Prince  de 
Poix  and  other  people  of  importance,  joined  to  the 
emotion  occafioned  by  the  taking  of  Longwy.  In 
this  part  of  his  defence  he  feems  to  have  copied  from 
a  pamphlet  written  by  Tallien,  entitled  La  Verite  Jur 
Us  Eve'nemens  de  2  Septembre*,  in  which  is  hardly  a 
word  of  truth. 

Robefplerre  then  added  (and  it  required  a  mofl  de- 
termined firmnefs  of  front  to  add  this),  ''1  am  told 
that  one  innocent  perfon  perilhed  amomg  the  prifoners, 
fome  lay  more  ;  but  one  is  without  doubt  too  much. 
Citizens,  it  is  very  natural  to  Ihed  tears  on  fuch  an 
accident.  I  have  wept  bitterly  myfelf  for  this  fatal 
miftake.  I  am  even  forry  that  the  other  prifoners, 
thoug  they  all  deferved  death  by  the  law,  {hould 
have  fallen  lacrifices  to  the  irregular  jw/?ire  of  the  peo- 
ple. But  do  not  let  us  exhauft  our  tears  on  them-  ; 
let  us  keep  a  few  for  ten  thoufand  patriots  facrificed 
by  th  tyrants  around  us  ;  weep  for  your  tellow-citi- 
zens,  expiring  under  their  roofs,  beat  down  by  the 
cannon  of  thofe tyrants:  let  us  reierve  a  few  tears  for 
the  children  of  our  friends  maflacred  before  their 
eyes,  and  their  Infants  ftabbed  In  the  arms  of  their 
mothers,  by  the  m  rcenary  barbarians  who  Invade 
eur  country. — I  acknowledge  thi.t  I  greatly  fufpeQ: 
that  kind  of  t  nhbility  which  Is  only  (hewn  in  lament- 
ing the  death  of  the  enemies  of  freedom.  On  hear^ 
ing  thofe  pathetic  lamentdtions  for  Lamballe  and 
Montmorin,  I  think  1  hear  the  manifelto  of  Brunf- 
wick.  Ceafe  to  unfold  the  bloody  robe  of  the  tyrant 
before  the  eyes  of  the  people,  otherwile  1  fliall  be- 
lieve you  wifh  to  throw  Ro  .  e  back  again  i^-toflave- 
ry.     Admirable  humanity  !   which    tends  to  enllave 

•    P3 

*  Th«  real  Truth  refpeding  the  Events  of  the  ad  of  Septeiu* 
ber. 
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the  nation,  and  manifefls  a  barbarous  defirc  of  fhcd- 
ding  the  blood  of  the  beft  patriots!" 

Robefpierre,  having  finifhed  his  (pecch,  came  down 
from  the  tribune,  amidft.  the  applauleof  ihc  galleries, 
and  of  part  of  the  Convention. 

Louvet  took  his  place,  and  declared,  that  he  was 
ready  to  refute  every  argument,  or  (hadow  of  argu- 
ment, that  had  been  urged  in  his  defence.  The  up- 
roar prevented  his  proceeding  :  lome  called  for  the 
printing  of  Robefpierre's  ipecch — others  declaimed 
again  ft  it — there  was  a  great  confufion  for  fome  time 
— ihe  queftion  was  at  laft  put,  and  the  printing  de- 
creed. 

Merlin  of  Thionville  faid,  that  Roland  had  dif- 
perfed  1 5,000  copies  of  Louvel's  accufation  :  he  there- 
fore moved,  that  the  fame  number  of  the  defence 
fliould  be  printed. 

When  a  great  debate  is  expefted,  thofe  members 
who  intend  to  fpeak  give  their  names  to  the  Secreta- 
ries, and  the  Prclident  calls  them  in  order  in  which 
the  names  have  been  given.  Thirteen  members  gave 
their  names  on  this  occafion  :  thiec  declared  they  in- 
tended to  fpeak  in  defence  of  Robefpierre,  five  againft 
him,  and  five  on  the  fubje^l  in  general.  This  for- 
midable number  of  ipeakers,  and  the  known  tcdiouf- 
nefs  of  fome  of  them,  appeared  lb  awful,  that  the 
AfiTcmbly  became  difpofcd  to  preclude  the  difcufhon. 
Barrerc  propofed  to  dole  it  immediately.  Barbaroux 
was  To  ca^er  to  be  hoard,  ihat,  when  rctuled  as  a 
member,  he  prefcntcd  himlelf  at  the  bar  as  an  accufer. 
Couthon  and  other  friends  of  Robelpierrc  exclaimed 
againft  this,  and  infifled  on  the  bufinefs  being  Rifled, 
by  palling  to  the  order  ol  the  day. 

Barbaroux  retired  fiom  the  bar,  and  Louvet  at- 
tempted to  fpeak— he  could  not  be  heard. 


(     ^75     ) 

One  member  remarked  that,  if  Robefpierre  felt 
hirafelf  innocent,  he  would  defire  that  his  adverfa- 
ries  fhould  be  heard. 

Barrere  at  laft  afcended  the  tribune,  and  immedi- 
ately there  appeared  a  difpofition  in  the  Aflembly  to 
hear  him,  he  was  confidered  as  an  impartial  man, 
who  belonged  to  neither  party.  His  I'peech  I'eemed 
to  have  been  prepared :  the  tendency  of  it  was  to 
fhew  that  accuTations  and  recriminations  only  ferved 
to  irritate  individuals,  and  injure  the  intereft  of  the 
public  ;  that  the  time  of  the  Convention  was  due  to 
the  nation,  and  ought  not  to  be  engrofled  by  delibe- 
rations on  the  crimes  of  virtues  of  one  or  two  per- 
lons.  "  It  is  time,"  faid  he,  "  to  eflimate  thofe  little 
undertakers  of  revolutions  at  their  juft  value  ;  it  is 
time  to  give  over  thinking  of  them  and  their  ma- 
noeuvres :  for  my  part,  I  can  fee  neither  Syllas  nor 
Cromwells  in  men  oi  fuch  moderate  capacities;  and 
inftead  of  beftowing  any  more  time  on  them  and 
their  intrigues,  we  ought  to  turn  our  attentron  to  the 
great  queftions  which  intereft  the  Republic." 

He  then  moved  to  pafs  to  the  order  of  the  day  ; 
which,  after  fome  further  debate,  was  agreed  to ; 
feveral  members  who  had  fhewn  great  eagernefs  to 
proceed  with  feverity  againft  Robefpierre  immediate- 
ly after  Louvet's  accufation,  having,  during  the  in- 
terval, either  been  gained  by  his  friends,  or  influenc- 
ed by  their  own  refleftions,  that  it  was  beft  to  give  up 
a  meafure,  which,  however  proper  in  itfelf,  feemed 
inexpedient  in  the  prefent  flate  of  men's  minds. 
Some  of  them  think  that,  if  Robefpierre  were  order- 
ed to  be  arre  fled,  it  would  occahon  an  infurreftion, 
and  that  an  attempt  to  punifh  the  authors  of  the  maf- 
facres  would  occafion  their  renewal. 

Thus  this  buflnefs  ended  in  a  kind  of  drawn  battle, 
;which  is  perhaps  the  worft  end  it  could  have  for  the 
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intereft  of  the  Republic;  for  the  parties  remain  too 
nearly  eq^al  in  force,  and  likelv  to  ruin  the  common 
intereft  by  their  muiual  animolity, 

November  9. 

An  account  of  Louvet's  fp(5cch  a^aind  Robcfpicrre 
was  given  the  fame  night  at  the  Jacobin  Society;  it 
excited  great  indignation.  What  isiuppolcd  to  have 
provoked  fomc  of  the  members  moft,  was  the  pro- 
pofal  to  examine  into  the  fource  cvf  the  malTacres,  and 
to  punifh  ihe  authors.  Tliis  however,  could  not  be 
avowed  ;  they  afte6lcd  therefore  to  feel  only  tor  the 
attack  on  Robefpierre,  wliich  was  denominated  by 
various  fpeakers  a  conlpiracv  againfl  patriolilm  itlclf, 
by  a  fet  of  men  of  arillocratic  principles,  who  were 
in  the  pay  of  Roland. 

The  names  of  Louvet,  Rebecqui,  and  Barbaroux, 
were  flill  on  their  lifts  as  members  ot  this  Society  : 
it  was  propofed  to  expel  them,  and  the  vote  was  car- 
ried. 

Robefpierre  himfclf  was  not  in  the  Society,  but  his 
brother  was.  He  made  a  fpcech  on  the  occafion,  in 
which  he  declared,  that  he  had  been  otlen  afraid, 
during  Louvct's  fpeech,  that  lome  members  of  the 
Convention  would  have  rtabbed  his  biother;  that 
he  had  heard  one  of  them  fwcar  that  he  was  d'tcr- 
mini-d  on  it.  There  was  an  ouU  rv  immcdiat  "iv  that 
he  fliould  name  the  horrid  wretch  ;  but  the  brother 
of  Robelpicrie  acknowledged  that  kc  did  not  know 
his  name. 

The  Convention's  having  pafTed  to  the  order  of 
the  day  after  hearing  Robelpicrre's  defence,  i^  to;  fi« 
dcred  by  his  friends  as  a  viflorv  :  their  rriumj  h  on 
that  account  ii>  as  great  as  their  rage  was  at  his  aCLula* 
tion,  And  they  leave  no  means  untried  to  infpire  ihc 
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citizens  with  hatred  to  his  enemies.  Legendre  and 
Tallien  afferted  lately  in  the  Convention,  that  a  party 
of  the  MarfelUois,  with  (ome  dragoons  of  the  Re- 
public, had  appeared  with  drawn  (words  in  the  ftreets 
crying,  "Off  with  the  head  of  Marat!"  Abasia 
tete  de  Marau!  and  finging  a  fong,  the  burden  of  which 
is, 

Robefplcrrc,  Marat,  Danton,  et  tous  ceux 
Qui  s'en  meleront,  a  la  guillotine,  6  gue,   &c. 

Tallien  added,  that  thefe  {d^mt  Jcdcres  had  curfed  thefe 
Deputies  in  a  coffee-houfe  on  the  Boulevards,  and 
had  cried,  "  Vive  Roland!   point  de  proces  au  Roi  !'* 

It  is  true  that  iome  fe'deres  and  dragoons,  being  in 
liquor,  fung  the  words  above  mentioned  in  the  ftreets: 
but  the  other  article  is  without  foundation,  and  ad- 
ded on  purpofe  to  throw  odium  on  the  Minifter  ; 
for  the  mo(l  dangerous  afperfiion  that  can  be  thrown 
out  againft  any  perfon  at  prelent,  is,  that  he  wifhes 
to  prevent  the  condemnation  of  the  King. — In  the 
mean  time,  Marat  ihinks  proper  to  keep  himfc  If  con- 
cealed ;  and  an  uncommon  number  of  patrols  hafve 
been  remarked  in  the  ftreets,  particularly  near  the 
dwellings  of  Robefpierre  and  Danton,  ever  fince 
Louvet's  accufation.  Some  people  aflert,  that  San- 
terre  has  given  orders  for  this,  merely  to  convey  the 
notion  that  the  lives  of  thofe  great  patriots  are  in 
danger  from  the  Marfeillois.  Whether  this  is  the 
cafe  or  not,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  I  do  obferve,  that 
thofe  who  fay  they  are  in  danger  wifh  them  to  live, 
and  thofe  who  in  lift  upon  it  that  they  are  quite  fafe 
would  be  very  happy  to  hear  of  their  death. 

As  for  Santerre,  whatever  his  motive  may  be  for 
ordering  thofe  patrols,  it  was  well  obferved  in  one 
of  the  late  journals,  that  if  he  had  paid  half  the  at- 
tention to  protect  the  poor  prifoners,  that  he  now 
{hews  to  guard  Robefpierre,  there  would  hsive  beeu 
no  maflfacies  in  September. 
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November  lo. 

The  Girondifls  afTctl  to  turn  the  triumph  of  Robe- 
fpieire's  friends  iiito  ridicule  :  they  lulilt  upon  if. 
that  p.ifiing  to  the  order  ol  the  day  on  an  acculalion 
of  the  nature  of  that  brou^^ht  by  Louvct  a^ainll 
Rohcfpierrc,  would  be  the  moll  Icvcre  and  humiliat- 
ing of  all  mortifiiaiions  to  a  man  of  i,ood  chaic^ft- r 
and  (.jDinmon  feeling.  \Vhatevcr  truth  there  may  be 
in  that,  it  is  eviderit  thai  his  party  are  in  iiighcr  li>i- 
rits,  a:!d  have  gained  (Ircngth  fince  he  made  his  de- 
fence. The  friends  of  Roland  certainly  expelled 
that  Louvct's  acculation  would  hjve  thiown  luch 
an  odium  on  Robefpicrre  ami  all  liis  adherents,  as 
would  have  gone  far  to  annihilate  their  influence  in 
the  Convention  ;  inllead  of  which,  thofe  membcis 
who  fpoke  with  honor  of  his  conduct  bcfoie,  men- 
tion it  with  caution  and  modefrttion  now. — liaiiQic, 
by  alluding  to  him  with  lontcmpt  as  a  dictator,  has 
removed  part  of  t'ne  in^f igration  that  prevailed  agaiufl 
him  ;  ami  in  moving  the  oid.^r  of  the  dav  he  render- 
ed a  very  imporfjni  fervice  to  Rohclpicrrc,  iind  did 
•\^h«t  was  hii^lilv  agreeable  to  Dunlon,  who  had  done 
every  thing  he  could,  from  the  beginning,  to  prc\ent 
any  fciutiny  lioiu  being  made  iclative  cither  to  the 
condud:  of  Rol>clj;icric,  or  the  murd.r  of  tlic  pri- 
foners.  1  am  perfuaded,  th  rcfore,  lliat  Ban  ere 
thinks  Roland's  pativ,  notwifhflandmg  the  majority 
whjch  on  fotnL  qucflions  they  may  flill  have  in  the 
Con\'cnti(>n,  is  on  tlie  whole  the  weaker  of  flu*  two, 
and  that  lie  means  to  altach  hiinlcif  lo  that  of  Dan* 
ton. 

Copdorcct,    however,   judges  othcrwifc  ;  for  his 

condnft,  \\  h  til  fomr  time  iiiue  was  thought  dtmht- 
ful,  now  plainly  indicates  a  decided  preference  of 
the  Girondifls, 

Mt  Condorccl  very  fcidom  fpcaks  in  the  Conven-- 
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tional  Affembly :  in  a  public  paper  under  his  diredi* 
on  he  delivers  his  political  fentimcnts  with  more  ef- 
feft  than  ha  could  by  fpeaking  ;  in  this  he  has  of  late 
dire6led  fuch  ftrokes  of  ridicule  againft  Robefpierre, 
as  no  man  would  do  who  wifhed  to  keep  on  good 
terms  with  him. 

In  the  Chronique  dc  Paris  of  yefterday  is  the  fol- 
lowing curious  article,  which  I  fhall  infert,  becaufe 
it  ihews  M.  Conclorcet's  idea  of  a  man  who  has  made 
fo  much  noife  in  this  country,  particularly  of  late. 

^  "  II  y  a,  dans  la  Revolution  Fran^aife,  deshommes 
et  dcs  evenemens  qui  n'y  fort  un  certain  bruit  paf- 
fager,  que  parceque  la  turbulence  nationrle  groffit  et 
gonfle  tout,  et  qu'ily  a  peu  d'obfervateurs  tranquil- 
les.  Ces  petits  hommes  et  ces  petits  faitsne  tiendiont 
que  quatre  lignes  dans  I'hiftoire. 

'•  Une  de  ces  circonfuances  de  huit  jours,  c'eft 
I'accufatlon  inteniee  contre  Robefpierre,  par  un  hom- 
■me  de  beaucoup  d'eiprit  et  de  talent,  mais  qui  a  beau- 
coup  plus  d'irnagination  encore.  L'accuiateur  et 
I'accufe  ont  ete  tous  les  deux  entendus,  et  tous  les 
deux  ont  prouve  qu'il  etoit  impoffible  de  faire  de 
Robefpierre  un  Dittateur. 

"  Tout  le  monde  a  remarque  que  Ton  avoit  amenc 
beaucoup  de  femmes  a  la  fcince  :  les  tribunes  en  con- 
tenoient  fept  ou  huit  cents,  et  deux  c^nls  hommes 
tout  au  plus,  et'les  pallages-  etoient  obilrues  de  iem- 
mesi 

"  On  demande  quelquefoii  pourquci  tant  de  fem- 
mes a  la  fviite  de  Robefpierre,  chrx  lui,  a  la  tri:  une 
des  Jacobins,  aux  Cordeliers,  a  la  Convention  ?  Celt 
que  la  Revolution  Fran9.iife  eil  une  reliction,  et  que 
Robefpierre  y  fait  une  le61;e  :  c'eft  un  pretre  qui  a  des 
devotes;  mais  li  ell  evident  que  toute  ia  puiiiance  eft 
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en  quenouille.  Robefpicrre  prechc,  Robcfpierre  ccn- 
furc;  ileft  furieux,  grave,  meluncliolique,  exalte  a 
froid,  luivi  dans  fcs  penlees  ct  dans  la  conduile  ;  il 
tonne  centre  Ics  riches  et  les  grands  ;  il  vit  de  peu,  et 
neconnoit  pas  les  bcfoins  phyfiques;  il  n'a  qu'unc 
feule  miffion,  c'cft  de  parlcr.  ct  il  parle  prclque  tou- 
jours.— II  refufe  les  places  ou  il  pourroit  lervir  Ic 
peuple,  ct  choifit  les  poftes  oii  il  croit  pouvoir  le 
gouverner;  il  paroit  quand  il  peut  faire  fenfation, 
il  difparoit  quand  la  fcene  eft  remplie  par  d'autres; 
il  a  tous  les  caraftcrcs,  non  pas  d"nn  chef  de  religion, 
mais  d'un  chef  de  leftc,  il  fe  fait  une  reputation  d'au- 
fterite  qui  vife  ala  faintcte ;  il  monte  lur  des  bancs; 
il  parle  de  Dieu  et  de  la  Providence  ;  il  le  dit  I'ami  dci 
pauvres  et  des  foibles  ;  il  le  fait  fuivre  par  les  femmcs-, 
il  ri^oit  gravemcnt  leurs  adorations  et  Icurs  homma- 
ges  •,  il  difparoit  avant  le  danger,  et  Ton  ne  voit  que 
lui  quand  le  danger  eft  palle.  Robefpicrre  eft  un 
pretre,  et  ne  ferajaniais  que  ccla*." 

*  In  the  French  Revolution  certain  men  and  certain  events    J 
have  made  a  temporary  noifc,  only  becaule  national  turbulence    j 
fwells  and  cnlargrs  every  thing,  and  becaufc  they  are  hut  few 
cool  obftTvcrs.   I'hofe  little  nun,  and  thofe  unimpbrtauc  evcnti 
will  not  employ  four  lines  ofhiilory. 

One  of  thofe  incidents  of  a  week  is  the  accufation  of  Robef- 
picrre, by  a  man  of  great  underftanding  and  talents,   but  whole   ' 
imagination  is  more  txtcnfivc  than  cither.  'J  he  accuftr  and  the 
accultd  have  both  been  heard,  and  both  have  proved  that  it  is 
impofllble  to  make  a  Dictator  of  Robcfpierre. 

Ever}'  I  ody  remarked  that  a  great  many  women  have  been 
hrnuq;ht  to  the  galleries  of  the  National  AlTcmhly  when  Robil- 
pierre  made  his  defence  ;  among  leven  or  eight  hundred  which 
the  galleries  contain,  tlure  were  at  the  moft  two  huudrcdnicn, 
avd  all  the  palfages  were  filled  with  women. 

It  il  fometimcf-aflced,  how  it  happens  that  fuch  numbers  of 
women  are  continually  attending  Robefpicrre  wherever  he  is, 
at  his  own  houfe,  at  the  galleries  of  the  Jacobins,  of  tlic  Cordc- 
licn.  Mid  of  tlie  Convention  ? 


November  ii. 

Bazire,  one  of  the  deputies  for  the  department  of 
the  Cote  d'Or,  and  ftrongly  attached  to  the  party  of 
Robefpierre,  made  a  report  lately  from  the  Committee 
of  General  Safety  on  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  city  of 
Paris. 

In  this  he  reprefented  Paris  as  in  great  tranquillity 
—with  a  view,  no  doubt,  to  prove  that  the  armed 
force  which  has  been  fo  often  required  for  the  fecuri- 
ty  of  the  Convention  is  not  neceflary. 

He  endeavoured  to  juflify  in  a  great  meafure  the 
tnaffacres  of  the  prifoners  in  September,  and  after- 
wards made  one  of  the   moft  improbable  aflertions 

It  Is  becaufc  the  French  Revolution  is  confidered  as  a  religion 
of  which  Robefpierre  is  the  leader  of  a  fe<5l.  He  is  a  prieft 
who  has  devotees,  but  it  is  evident  that  all  his  power  is  en  que- 
nouille\.  Robefpierre  preaches,  Robefpierre  cenfures ;  he  is  fu- 
rious, grave,  melancholic,  a ffedledly  exalted,  followed  in  hi« 
t)pinions,  and  in  his  condudl ;  he  thunders  againft  the  rich  and 
the  great ;  he  lives  on  little,  is  moderate  in  his  natural  appetites; 
his  chief  miflion  is  to  fpeak,  and  he  fpeaks  continually.  He  re- 
fufes  thofe  offices  in  which  he  might  be  of  fervice  to  the  people, 
and  choofes  thofe  in  which  he  expe<5ls  to  govern  them  ;  he  ap- 
pears where  he  can  make  a  figure,  and,  difappears  when  the 
fcene  Is  occupied  by  others;  he  has  all  the  charadlerifllcs,  not 
of  the  leader  of  a  religion,  but  of  the  leader  of  a  fedt ;  he  at- 
tempts to  eftabllfti  a  reputation  of  aufterlty  which  points  to 
fan<3:ity  ;  he  mounts  on  forms,  and  talks  of  God  and  of  Provi- 
dence ;  he  calls  himfelf  the  friend  of  the  poor  and  of  the  weak  • 
he  makes  himfelf  be  followed  by  women,  and  gravely  accepts 
of  their  homage  and  admiration  ;  he  retires  before  danger,  and 
nobody  is  fo  confplcuous  as  he  when  the  danger  is^over.  Robef- 
pierre is  a  prieft,  and  never  can  be  any  thing  more. 

■f-  This  exprejp.on  is  vfed  in  the  ancient  French  cJjronicles  relative  to 
the  fuccejjion  of  the  croivn,  to  declare  that  tuowen  are  excluded^  Ja 
couronne  en  France  ne  tombe  jamais  en  quenouille.  //  is  noiv 
applied  in  other  cafes  f  and  here  implies  .that  Robefpierre' s  poiver  is 
fbiefy  over  ivomen. 

Vol.  II.  Q 
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that  ever  \n  as  imagined,  namely,  thai  fume  fcrvaniii 
cf  a  lady  ol  the  court  (it  was  imagined  he  meant 
Madame  dc  Lamballc)  began  the  allallinaiions,  v.  itli 
a  view  to  favc  their  miftrtls.  His  words  are  :  *•  Je 
tiois  dire  cependant,  qu'il  eft  prouvc  que  les  domefli- 
tjuesd'unc  fcmmc  cclcbrc  ii  la  tour  fe  dcguilcrcnt  en 
ijns.culloltcs,  s'arrrjcrent  dc  piques  ct  dc  tranchans, 
le  portcrent  aux  prifons,  ct  les  jMcmicis  egorgcreiit 
cies  prifonniers  avec  dcs  marques  de  fureur  alTcz  atio- 
ces,  et  dcs  propos  allcz  violens,  pour  r.cqucrir  quel- 
que  credit  dans  la  loule,  et  fauvcr  par  cc  moycn  leur 
mail  re  lie. 

"  X'oila  quels  furent  les  premiers  aulcurs  de  ces 
liiafTicrcs ! 

*'  Celui  des  prifonniers  d'Orlcans  s'cft  fait  particu- 
Icremenl  par  dcs  gens  altachcs  au  fervice  de  la  Reine, 
icconnus  a  la  tete  dc  rattroupcmciil  de  \'crlaillcs*.'* 

And  he  added,  that  as  he  was  in  the  Committee  of 
Surveillance  during  thcic  Icencs.  he  knew  lome  im- 
]>oMant  ladls  relating  to  them,  which  il  would  be  im- 
proper to  reveal  at  prelcnt,  but  which  lie  would  pub- 
liQi  perhaps  at  lome  future  pciiodf. 

•  1  niuft  declare,  however,  that  it  has  been  proved  that  the 
fervants  of  a  ludy  of  the  court  difgulfcd  thcmfclvcs  like  fai)b-tu- 
luttcs,  and  bcinj;  armed  %vith  pikes  and  c.her  deadly  \%'caj'voiis, 
vent  to  the  pril'ons,  and  joined  in  the  mjiVacrcs  of  the  prifoii- 
crs  witJi  fu»;h  fuiy  as  they  iinaijined  wouid  u;ain  cieilil  with  ll.c 
pcj^ulacc,  uud  enable  them  to. lave  tiieir  iiiiltrcl's. 

Thofe  men  were  the  firft  authon.  of  the  nialTacrcs. 

Ai  for  the  mafTacre  of  the  Orleans  prilbncrs,  tliat  was  chiefly 
executed  by  men,  in  the  Ijrvice  of  tlie  Qtten,  ^vho  are  known 
lo  havi:  put  thcmfclvcs  ut  the  head  of  tlic  baud  of  afrjfllii»  at  \'ct- 

laillcs. 

f  When  1  licardBazirt  pronounce  this,  I  confidercd  it  as  en- 
tirely falfe  ;  but  1  have  been  fmce  afiuied,  from  good  audiorify, 
ihu:  fjr.ic  l-rw.ijti  of  Mid'rae  <lc  Lamballc  and  cf   tJie  I'liii- 
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Bazire  terminated  his  difcourfe  by  blaming  the 
condu6l  of  thofe  who  were  continually  mentioning^ 
thefe  fcencs  in  SejDtember,  which,  he  infinuated,  had 
been  of  more  fervice  to  the  confolidating  of  the  Re- 
volution than  at  firft  fight  might  appear  ;  and  he  ad- 
vifed  all  parties  to  forget  their  former  differences, 
wave  all  idea  of  accufations  on  the  account  of  the 
fcenes  in  September,  and  unite  in  mutual  confidence 
and  friendfhip  for  the  public  welfare. 

While  Bazire  was  in  this  manner  preacling  peace 
and  tranquillity,  the  Aflembly  was  in  an  uproar,  and 
the  actions  and  exclamations  of  the  members  indicated 
fury  and  deadly  hatred. 

Some  called  out  for  printing/and  difpcrfing  the  re- 
port, others  oppofed  it. 

At  lafh  St.  Andre,  formerly  a  calvinin;  miniflcr, 
no'.v  a  deputy  for  the  departm.ent  du  Lot,  one  of  the 
rpoft  violent  partifansof  Robefpievre,  made  afpcech,. 
the  tendency  of  which  \v7is  to  prove  the  utility  ok' 
printing  and  difperfing  the  report ;  which  would  fhow 
the  good  people  how  unanimous  the  Convcnt^ci 
was  ;  that  all  former  feeds  of  dilTenfion  wcr^  now 
blafted  ;  tharth  re  was  no  appearance  of  diftrufl  or 
accufation  •,  and  would  remove  the  error  in  which  the 
departments  were,  in  believing   there  was  any  need 

ceffe  de  Tarenfa,  particularly  th^i^valet-de-chairbrc  of  the  lat- 
ter, aduaily  join>;<l  the  mob  th.it  furroundcd  the  prlfcn  of  La' 
F.  fee,  and,  by  adopting  the  furious  language  of  rh-e  mob,  tn- 
deavoiired  tagain  lb  muLh  credit  as  would  enable  them  to  fave 
their  miftrelfes.  But  thefe  fervants  in  no  other  way  joined  with 
the  affaffins  ;  and  the  plan,  which  certainly  was  formed  on  the 
moft  generous  motives,  did  fucceed  with  regard  to  Madame  dc 
Tarente. 

The  alTertion  refpedlng  the  Queen's  fervants  at  Verfailles  is 
without  ary  foundation. 


of  a  guard  for  the  Convention,  where  mutual  confi- 
dence, freedom  of  opinion,  and  tranquillity  reigned. 

The  falfliood  of  thefc  rcprcfentations,  which  were 
delivered  in  acanting  hypocritical  tone,  were  fo  well 
known  to  the  Arfembly,  that  they  produced  a  laugh; 
after  which  Buzot  faid,  "  1  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  real 
union  founded  on  mutual  cfleem  cftabliflied  amons 
us  ;  but  there  can  be  neither  citecm  nor  union  be- 
tween the  heroes  of  the  loth  of  Auguft  and  the  af- 
lafTins  of  September  ;  there  can  be  no  union  between 
virtue  and  vice." 

At  this  phrafc,  murmurs  were  heard, 

"  I  defpife  thefc  murmurs,"  refumed  Buzot  ;  "  I 
am  as  little  enriched  by  the  maffacrcsj  as  by  the  civil 
lift.  I  confidcr  Bazire's  report  as  an  apology  for  the 
mallacrcs,  and  entirely  falfc,  and  I  oppofc  its  being 
printed." 

Buzot's  fpecch  prevented  Bazire's  report  from  being 
printed  ;  but  the  debate  on  this  occafion  augmented 
that  hatred  and  animofily  which  before  was  too  vio- 
lent between  the  two  parties.  The  Girondiflsin  ge- 
neral have  expreffed  luch  a  determination  of  profe- 
cuting  the  authors  of  the  maffacres,  and  have  fhown 
fuch  contempt  for  the  underftanding  of  their  oppo- 
nents, as  fcems  to  have  kindled  mortal  hatred,  and 
an  implacable  thirfl  of  revenge  in  the  breads  of  the 
latter. 

November  ii. 

An  event  has  taken  place  which  has  raifed  the 
rpirils  of  the  Convention,  before  too  lofty,  to  the 
higheft  pitch  of  exultation. 

I  was  in  the  afTcmbly  when  letters  wore  received 
from  Dumouricr  with  an  account  ol  a  viOory  obtain- 
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cd  by  him  at  Jemmappe,  which  was  followed  by  the 
furrender  of  Mons  to  the  French  troop?.  An  aid-de- 
camp of  the  General  flood  at  the  bar.  After  the 
letters  had  been  read,  he  addreffed  the  Conventioa 
to  this  efiFc£l  : 

"  Citizens  Reprefentativc?, 

"  I  am  a  foMier,  and  no  orator  ;  but  I  will  inform 
you  of  one  memorable  thing  of  which  I  was  witnefs 
on  that  day.  Bapiifte,  valet-de-chambre  to  General 
Dumourier,  rallied  fome  fquadror.s  in  the  midll  of 
the  battle,  put  himfelf  at  their  Head,  led  them  again 
to  the  enemy,  and  feized,.  fword  in  hand,  a  poll  of 
importance." 

One  of  the  fecretaries  then  read  a  paflage  from  a 
Letter  of  tlie  General  to  the  War  Minifter,  in  whicli 
he  recommends  Baptifle,  confirms  the  account  which 
the  aid-de-camp  had  given  of  his  gallant  behaviour 
in  the  a£lion,  with  this  additional  oircumftance — that 
when  Dumourier  offered  a  pecuniary  recompence  to 
Baptille,  the  latter  declared  that  he  defired  no  other 
reward  than  that  of  beingpermitted  to  wear  the  na- 
tional uniform. 

Baptifte  was  brought  to  the  bar,  and  in  the  midO: 
of  loud  and  repeated  applaufe  it  was  decreed,  "  That 
the  citizen  Baptifle,  who  had  rallied  a  regiment  of 
dragoon?,  and  four  battalions  of  volunteers,  at  the 
battle  near  Mons,  fliould  receive  the  fraternal  kifs  of 
the  Prelident  of  the  Convention  ;  that  he  fliould  be 
clothed  and  armed  at  the  expence  of  the  Republic  -,, 
and  that  the  Minifter  at  War  fhould  authorife  Ge- 
neral Dumourier  to  give  him  a  commiirion  in  his 
army." 

A  variety  of  letters  were  then  read  relative  to  Du-- 
mourier's  operations  before  the  batde,  and  until  hii 

^3 
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making  himfclf  mafter  of  Mons  ;  in  which  ihe  ofu- 
ccrs  who  had  moft  dlllingulflied  thcmfclves  were  men- 
lloned,  many  of  wliom  were  fcverely  wounded  :  one 
officer  in  particular  of  the  Gendarnverle  Nationale^ 
received  one-and-forty  wounds  with  fabres,  after  liav- 
ing  killed  fevcn  of  the  enemy  with  his  own  hand. 
Dumourier  alfo  highly  praifes  young  General  Ega- 
lite  for  his  intrepid  and  Hcilful  conduft,  and  Lieu- 
tenantcoloncl  Larue  his  aid-de-camp,  with  whom  he 
fends  the  difpatches. 

Monfieur  Egalit6  himfclf,  who  had  never  before 
ventured  to  fpeak  in  tlie  Aflembly,  thought  this  a 
favourable  moment  for  him  to  appear  in  the  tribune: 
he  faid  that  he  wifhed  to  communicate  to  the  Con- 
vention what  General  Dumouricr's  mcdefty  had  pre- 
vented him  from  mentioning  ;  namely,  that  he  had 
perfonally  led  on  the  troops  who  had  taken  feveral 
redoubts  fword  in  hand. 

Cambon  faid,  **  As  many  citizens  may  be  near 
death  in  the  various  provinces  of  France,  I  require, 
that  extraordinary  couriers  may  be  immediately  fent 
to  all  the  departments,  that  our  dying  countrymen 
may  enjoy  the  comfort  of  being  acquainted  with  the 
triumph  of  the  Republic  before  they  expire.'* 

Jean  Debry  propofed  that  the  fixth^of  November, 
on  which  the  vi6lory  of  Jemmappe  was  gained,  fhould 
be  appointed  as  a  day  of  annual  rejoicing. 

Lafource  oppofeu  this.  **  Let  us  wail,"  faid  he, 
**  until  the  triumph  of  Liberty  is  complete,  by  the 
defeat  of  all  the  tyrants  at  war  with  us  ;  let  us  not 
by  partial  dillinftions  create  jcalouly  in  the  other  ar- 
mies of  the  Republic  :  remember  the  fuccefj  of  Cuf- 
tine,  and  the  20th  of  September,  which  docs  fo 
much  honour  to  KcUcrmaou." 
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*'  Let  us  decree  no  national  rejoicing,"  faid  Bar- 
rere,  "  when  fo  many  naeu  have  perifhed.  The  an- 
cients, after  their  viftories,  appointed  funeral  cere- 
monies only.  Tyrants  order  rejoicings,  alihough 
their  fubje£ls  have  perifhed.  Shall  republicans  imi- 
tate the  unfeelingjoy  of  tyrants  ?  You  ordained  with 
propriety  a  public  rejoicing  for  the  conqueft  of  Sa- 
voy, becaufe  It  coft  no  blood.  Here  4000  men 
have  perifhed  ;  the  Auftrlans  are  men  ;  300  *  French 
have  likewife  perifhed,  and  yet  you.  talk,  of  rejoL- 
Glng  1" 

But  Vergniaud,  with  a  difcernment  fijperior  to 
fuch  unnatural  and  affected  fentiments,  faid,  "  Ua- 
doubtedly  men  have  perifhed,  but  the  caufe  of  free- 
dom is  triumphant.  JLet  us  beware  of  metaphyfical 
abftra6lions  i  the  love  of  glory,  of  our  country  and 
of  liberty  are  natural  toman  ;  and  we,  as  leglflators, 
ought  to  cherifh.  thofe  generous  fentiments  in  the 
hearts  of  our  countryman.  Wretched  is  the  philofo- 
phy  which  damps  them  !  If  fuch  fentiments  had  not 
glowed  in  the  breails  of  Frenchmen,  where  fhould 
we  now  have  been  ?  where  our  armies  ?  where  our 
vidlorles  ?  One  way  to  keep  this  facred  fire  alive,  is 
public  rejoicings  on  fuch  occafions  as  the  prefent* 
Let  a  national  feafl,  therefore,  be  decreed  for  the 
fuccefs  of  all  our  armies.  To  a  funeral  oration's 
being  pronounced  on  the  fame  occafion  I  give  my 
confent  ;  but  that  a  national  feail  be  decreed,  I  de- 
mand." 

The  feaft  was  decreed. 

Baptlfle,  who  had  withdrawn  immediately  after 
the  decree  had  pafTed  in  his  favour,  now  appeared  a- 

*  It  cannot  be  believed  that  this  account  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  is  juft.  Private  letters  froni  the  army  flate  a  much  great* 
tr  number  of  the  French  among  the  flaia. 
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gain  at  the  bar,  Jrcflcd  in  the  uniform  of  the  Nation- 
al Guards ;  he  is  a  handforne  and  genteel  young 
man.  The  aid  de-camp,  who  had  remained  at  the 
bar  while  the  other  was  withdrawn,  threw  his  arms 
around  his  neck  and  embraced  him  the  inflant  he 
appeared.  The  hall  refoundtd  with  reiterated  ap- 
pbufc. 

**  Brave  citizen,"  faid  the  Prefident,  "  enter 
within  the  fanfluary  of  law  ;  the  legiflators  are  im- 
patient to  have  one  who  deferves  fo  well  of  his  coun- 
try, feateii  among  them  ;  they  are  impatient  till 
yon  receive  the  recompenfe  due  to  your  intrepidi- 
ty." 

Baptifte  and  lieutenant-colonel  Larue  entered  into 
the  Aflembly  ;  the  former  was  led  up  to  the  tribune, 
where  the  Prefident  fainted  him,  and  prcfented  him 
with  a  fword  as  the  gift  of  his  country.  How  ex- 
quifitc  mud  have  been  the  fenfations  of  this  young 
man  at  that  moment  !  the  mere  idea  of  ihcm  was  de- 
lightfully affcfting.  When  a  gentleman  diilinguiHies 
himfelf  by  any  noble  a(5\ion,  he  attracts  praife  and 
admiration,  alihough  we  prefume  that  he  has  hatl 
honourable  fentiments  inculcated  into  his  mind  from 
his  infancy  ;  but  when  one  born  in  the  loweil  rank, 
who  has  not  received  the  advantage  of  education, 
and  whofe  chief  concern  for  a  confiderablt  part  of  his 
life,  probably,  was  to  ward  off  the  mifcry  of  want, 
and  fecure  daily  bread,  difplays  a  minil  fuperior  to 
every  fordid  confideration,  and  capable  of  the  mod 
generous  effort — fuch  a  man  affupcdiy  is  an  objedl  of 
tlill  greater  admiration. 


November  ij. 

The  battalion  of  ^^arfcilloi8  and  fome  fcdcrcs  from 
other  departments,  now  at  Paris,  give  uncafinels  to 
the   party  of  Damon  and   Robcfpicrre,    in  fpitc  of 


' 
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their  influence  in  the  General  Council  and  in  the 
fuburbs  :  they  find  that  P^oland  is  fupported  by  a 
majority  in  the  Convention  :  they  fear  that  this  will 
continue  to  be  the  cafe  as  long  as  the  Marfelllois  and- 
federes  remain;  in  the  capital.  Their  prefence  damps 
the  energy  of  the  patriots  of  St.  Antoine,  and  pre- 
vents Danton  from  reaping  the  full  benefit  of  their 
attachment.  Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  render 
the  Marfeillois  odious,  and  excite  a  jealoufy  of  thenk 
in  the  minds  of  the  fuburb  fans-culottes.  It  was  ex- 
pelled that,  confiding  in  their  numbers,  the  latter 
would  have  driven  the  flrangers  out  of  Paris  ;  but 
the  very  name  of  Marfeillois  keeps  the  fuburb  patriots 
in  check  ;  and  although  the  courage  of  the  former 
has  not  been  put  to  the  proof  fince  their  arrival  at 
Paris,  that  of  their  townfmen,  to  which  the  fans- 
culottes  were  witnelTcs  on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  im- 
prefles  their  minds  with  an  awful  refpe^  for  thcr 
fmall  band  from  the  fame  town,  now  at  the  capi- 
tal. 

As  It  was  found  difficult  to  drive  them  out  of  Pa- 
r-is by  force,  a  plan  was  formed  to  get  rid  of  them  by 
policy. 

Pache  has  been  War  MInifterever  fince  Servan  waa 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  army  on  the  fron- 
tiers next  to  Spain.  He  owed  his  fituation  entirely 
to  the  recommendation  of  Roland  ;  but  Danton  and 
Robefpierre  have  had  the  addrefs  to  convince  him 
that  he  will  have  the  beft  chance  of  retaining  It,  by 
attaching  himfelf  to  them,  and  Pache  like  many 
others,  being  more  influenced  by  the  favours  he  ex-, 
pedis  than  by  thofe  he  has  already  received,  is  fup-. 
pofed  to  have  entered  into  their  views. 

Cuft;Ine  lately  made  arequifitlon  of  reinforcements- 
for  his  army  :  Pache  informed  the  Military  Commit- 
tee of  this,  an.d  at  the  fame  time  hinted  that  it  would. 
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be  proper  to  fend  all  the  federes  now  at  Paris,  as  part 
of  the  reinforcement.  This  plan  had  the  better  chance 
of   fucceeding,  as    the    firll    fuggeftion    came    from    i 
Pache,  a  man  fuppofed  to  be  the   friend  of  Roland,  J 
and   as    none  of  the  principal  members  of  Danton's 
party  feemed  to  intereft  themfelves  in  it. 

It  was  no  fooner  mentioned  in  the  Convention, 
however,  thanBuzot  faw  through  the  whole  fcheme, 
and  unfolded  it  at  full  length,  as  an  Intrigue  to  expofe 
the  Convention  to  the  mod  mortifying  of  all  fitua- 
tions,  and  fubjedl  them  to  the  infolence  of  a  fadinn 
which  had  the  diredion  of  the  inhabitants  of  two  of 
the  fuburbs. 

Barbaroux  alfo  reprefented  it  as  an  abominable 
confpiracy,  which,  If  carried  into  execution,  might 
expofe  the  lives  of  many  of  the  Deputies,  and  end 
in  the  pillage  of  Paris  ^:  he  infilled  that  the  federes 
could  not  be  of  fo  much  fervice  to  ihtir  country  any 
where  as  at  the  capital,  where  they  were  ever  ready 
to  join  with  the  mod  refpedlable  citizens  in  defence 
of  the  legiflative  body,  and  for  the  proiedlion  of  pro- 
perty. 

Cambon  being  llvuck  with  the  obfervations  made 
by  Buzot  and  Barbnroux,and  with  the  recollection  of 
fome  fcencH  th'U  h:ul  '.een  aCtcd  imniediaiely  after  the 
tenth  of  Augull,  afcended  'he  tribune  with  a  preci- 
pitation, and  raifed  his  voice  to  a  pitch  that  fut;prifed 
the  f\flemMy,  and  comniandcd  tiieir  attcntitMi.  He 
put  thcin  in  n-.ind  of  the  tyrarnical  mjn.ur  in  which 
the  lad  Alfembly  had  been  trtaitd  by  thofe  men  who 
had  the  direcliou  of  the  Fauxhourj^s,  and  by  thnt 
General  Council  wlu)  on  the  tenth  of  Augull  had 
feizi'd  the  government,  and  Infulted  the  Reprelenta- 
tives  of  the  Natio-ii.  He  alkcd  if  they  had  forgotten 
that  thole  ufurpers  had  fu'dercd  the  liartiers  to  t)e  fhut, 
ibe  tocfiii    to  'be  founded  :   that  they  had  threatened 
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th«  members  :  and  that  when  the  Swifs  who  had  re- 
figned  their  arras  were  placed  within  the  walls  of  the 
Affembly,  and  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  public 
faith,  a  gang  of  blood  thirfly  ruffians  had  come  to 
the  doors  of  the  Affembly-hal!,  and  demanded  that 
they  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  their  favage  rage  ; 
that  thofe  furious  men  were  on  the  point  of  burfting' 
into  the  Aflembly,  and  dragging  them  out  to  be 
flaughtered  ;  and  that  they  were  not  turned  from 
their  purpofe  till  Lacroix  and  fome  other  deputies 
begged  of  them  upon  their  knees  not  to  proceed  to  fo 
horrid  an  outrage*  ! 

*'  Would  you  be  again  fubjefled  to  the  fame  ty- 
ranny ?"  continued  Cambon.  *'  If  fo,  order  the y?"- 
derii  to  leave  Paris  before  an  armed  force  is  decreed 
and  eftablifhed  for  the  protection  of  the  Convention  ; 
put  yourfelves  again  in  the  power  of  thofe  whofe  def- 
potlfm  you  have  experienced — the  very  tyrants  who* 
enflaved  the  Legiflative  Aflembly  ;  and  foon,  in  the 
midft  of  anarchy  and  civil  war,  the  French  Cromwell 
will  appear,  tell  you  that  he  will  be  your  Protedor, 
and  give  you  peace  ;  that  you  ftand  in  need  of  his 
popularity  and  defpotifm  to  render  you  happy.  But 
1)0  J  we  will  have  no  ProteAor,  no  King,  no  Trium- 
virs, no  Tribunes,  we  will  be  free  ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe, let  us  fecure  the  independency  of  the  National 
Alfembly,  and  on  no  pretext  allow  ihefederSs  to  be 
removed  from  Paris  till  an  organized  force  is  formed 
from  all  the  departments  of  the  Republic,  which  can 
prevent  the  Reprefentatives  from  being  under  the  in- 
fluence of  one  department  only." 

Cambon  pronounced  this  with  great  fire  and  ener- 

*  Although  1  was  in  the  National  Affembly  when  this  happen. 
?d,  I  was  ignorant  of  it  at  that  time,  and  therefore  it  is  not  in- 
serted in  the  journal ;  but  Lacroix,  on  theprefent  occafion,  con- 
arm^d  the  truth  of  Cambon's  affertion. 
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gy,  which  feemed  to  proceed  entirely  from  the  Ilrongr  ^ 
conviflion  he  felt  of  the  importance  of  his  fuhjcA  ; 
and  which  had  the  greater  cffecl,  as  his  ufual  ftyle  of 
fpeaking  is  uncommonly  cold  and  uninterefting. 
His  manner  is  awkward,  and  his  countenance  dull. 
He  is  of  a  methodical,  calculating  turn  of  mind,  and 
confidered  as  their  befl  financier.  I  have  frequently 
heard  liim  fpeak  before  ;  and  generally  when  he  be- 
gan, I  heard  it  obferved— **  Now  wc  fliall  have  fome- 
thing  worth  hearing  ;  this  is  a  man  of  admirable  good 
fenfe  ;"  but  I  always  found  his  good  fenfe  fo  excef- 
fively  tircfome  that  I  never  could  liften  to  it  long. 
But  on  this  occafion  he  commanded  all  my  attention, 
and  his  difcourfe  made  a  (Irong  impreffion  on  the  Af- 
fembly  ;  it  is  believed  to  have  contributed  more  than 
all  that  had  been  previoufly  faid,  to  the  failure  of  the 
plan  which  had  been  very  artfully  arranged  for  fend- 
iog  away  the /eJf re's. 

The  importance  put  on  fuch  a  quedion  as  this, 
fhows  how  very  loofc  and  unfettled  the  affairs  of  this 
country  are;  and  in  that  whofe  hands  the  government 
is  to  remain,  depends  more  on  the  fans-culottes  of 
two  or  three  of  the  fuburbs  of  Paris,  and  a  hand- 
ful of  determined  fellows  from  Marfeilles,  than  on 
the  unbiaffed  will  of  the  Conventional  Affembly. 

Roland  and  the  GIrondifts  feemed  to  be  in  fome- 
thing  of  the  fame  fituation  that  the  Court  was  in  a 
little  before  the  tenth  of  Auguft.  The  party  of 
Danton  and  Robefpierre  arc  as  earned  for  the  dc* 
flrudtlon  of  the  full,  as  ever  they  were  for  that  ol 
the  fecond  ;  and  they  fecm  preparing  to  attempt  It 
by    the  fame  means. 

The  Court  a  little  before  that  epoch  had  the  ma- 
jority of  the  National  Affembly  with  them — Roland's 
party  liave    the  majority    of   the    Convention    wilh^ 
them  at  prefcnt. 
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The  Court  had  a  battallion  of  SwiTs  and  a  band 
of  gentlemen  to  protedt  them.  The  Girondifls  have 
a  battalion  of  men  from  Marfeilles  and  iomt  fide  res 
from  other  departments  for  their  gnards  :  whether 
thefe  lafl  will  prove  more  fuccefsful  than  the  Swifa 
is  yet  to  be  tried.  In  the  mean  time  it  is  evident 
that  each  party  is  more  afraid  of  the  other,  than  ci- 
ther is  of  all  their  external  enemies. 

November  24. 

Some  days  ago  I  faw  the  following  article  in  the 
Chronique  de  Paris. 

"  Lorfque  Louis  a  etc  conduit  au  Temple,  il 
H*avoit  pas  le  fol ;  le  citoyen  Petion  lui  a  pret6 
-deux  mille  livres.     Voici  fon  billet  x 

**  Le  Roi  reconnoit  avoir  re9U  de  M.  Petion  la 
fomme  de  2526  liv.  y  compris  526  liv.  que  MM.  les 
Commiflaires  de  ia  Municipalite  fe  font  charges  de 
remettre  a  M.  Hue,  qui  les  avoit  avanees  pour  le  fer- 
vice  du  Roi. 

Paris,  ce  3  Sepfemhre 

1792.  (Signe)        Louis*." 

I  had  the  curxofity  to  fhow  this  to  a  perfon  whom 
I  knew  to  be  of  Petion's  acquaintance,  alking  him, 
at   the  fame  time,  if  he  believed  it. 

He  faid  he  could  not  tell  whether  it  was  true  or 

*  When  Levi^is  was  conduced  to  the  Temple,  he  had  not  a 
penny  :  Citizen  Petion  lent  him  two  thoufand  livres — here  fol- 
lows his  receipt  : 

The  King  acknowledges  having  received  from  M.  Petion  the 
fum  of  2526  livres,  526  livres  of  which  the  Commiffioners  of 
the  Municipahty  are  to  pay  to  M.  Hue,  who  had  advanced  them 
for  the  fervice  of  the  King. 

Paris,  this  3d  of  Sept,  1793.  (Signed)      Louis. 

voi..n.  R    • 
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not,  but  that  he  would  inform  me  of  fomething  to 
the  fame  purpcfe,  which  I  might  depend  upon  wai 
true.  He  then  told  me,  that,  having  fome  bufinef* 
with  the  Mayor,  be  had  waited  on  him  on  the  31ft 
of  Auguft;  that  while  he  was  with  him  a  letter 
was  delivered  to  the  Mayor,  which  having  read  he 
threw  carcletsly  on  the  table,  and  faid  to  the  fcrvant, 
Verynvell,  He  then  turned  to  my  acquaintance,  and 
converfed  wltli  him  on  the  bufincfs  which  had 
brought  him  there  :  and  afterwards,  as  he  happened 
to  have  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  letter,  which  lay  open 
on  the  table,  the  Mayor  faid,  You  may  read  it,  if 
you  pleafe.  It  was  from  the  King,  and  what  fol- 
lows is  a  literal  tranflation  : 

**  The  King  would  be  glad  that  Mr.  Petion  gave 
an  anfwer  to  the  letter  written  to  him  five  days  ago— 
this  is  the  lalt  day  of  the  month,  and  he  has  received 
no  money  to  defray  his  exjienfes  :  the  King  will  be 
obliged  to  Mr.  Petion,  if  he  will  let  him  know  what 
he  is  to  receive,  and  fend  him  an  anfwer  to-day. 

(Signed)  Louis." 

Countcrfignedby  two  other  names. 

The  patience  with  which  the  King  has  endured 
every  hardfhip  which  preflcd  on  himfelf  alone,  gives 
reafon  to  believe,  that  he  has  been  prevailed  on  to 
write  on  this  fubjcdl  from  a  confideration  for  others  ; 
it  is  probable  that  the  firil  letter  was  written  by  fome 
attendant,  and  that  this  not  havinjj  been  anfwered, 
the  King  has  been  under  the  neccifity  of  writing  the 
fecond  himfelf. 

That  either  was  necefTary  Is  abominable,  and  be- 
trays real  mcannefs  of  fpirit  in  thofc  who  are  afrc6t- 
ing  grandeur  of  mind  and  a  manner  of  thiakiug  fu* 
perior  to  vulgar  prejudices. 
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November  i^. 

It  IS  dlflGcult  to  be  informed  of  the  treatment 
which  the  Royal  Family  are  fubjeded  to  in  the 
Temple.  Many  circumftances,  oi  a  public  nature, 
however,  indicate,  that  it  is  indelicate  and  harlh  in 
the  higheft  degree^ 

A  Committee  appointed  by   the  General  Council 
of  the  Commune  of  Paris  fit  there  conftantly,  and, 
according  to  directions   given,   regulate  every  thing 
1;  lefpeding  the  Royal  Family. 

As  they  have  been  more  clofely  confined  of  late, 
and  not  feen  by  the  Guards  which  do  duty  at  the 
Temple,  a  report  was  fpread  that  the  King  had  ef- 
eaped,  although  the  fame  number  of  men  as  ufual 
continued  to  mount  guard  :  it  was  faid  that  this 
was  done  merely  to  deceive  the  people,  till  fome  ex- 
cufe  could  be  thought  of  to  avert  the  public  indig- 
nation from  the  Committee  for  their  negligence  or 
treachery.  Full  of  this  idea,  a  body  of  men  from 
the  Sedlions  of  Paris,  who  were  on  guard  at  the 
Temple,  inlifted  upon  feeing  the  King  and  Royal 
Family,  that  they  might  be  fatisfied  themfelves,  and 
enabled  to  fatisfy  their  fellow  citizens,  that  the  King 
aftually  was  in  the  Temple,  and  that  they  were  not 
guarding  empty  apaitments,  as  was  flrongly  fuf- 
peeled. 

The  Municipal  Officers  refufed  to  comply  with 
this  demand  ;  the  guard  infilled,  and  threatened  to 
force  their  way  into  the  apartments.  Santerre  was 
fent  for  :  he  expoftulated  with  thofe  mutineers,  and 
affured them,  that  all  the  family  were  fafe  in  the  prifon. 
This  at  length  fatisfied  the  volunteers  from  the  Sec- 
tions ;  but  the  cannoniers  perfifted  in  their  demand, 
and  Santerre  was  under  the  neceffity  of  appealing  to 
the  multitude  aifembled  at  the  gates  of  the  Temple^ 

R2 
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who  -in  charafter  of  Peuple  Souverain  decided  agalnft 
^e'  cannoniers,  and  they  were  obliged  to  give  up 
the  point. 

The  MiinTcipal  Committee,  to  whofe  care  the 
Royal  Family  are  peculiarly  entrulled,  have  made 
frequent  reports  to  the  General  Council,  in  which 
they  pretend,  that  there  feems  to  be  a  plan  of  de- 
livering them  from  the  Temple*— and  the  fmaUell  ac- 
cidental circumdances  which  occur  are  confidered  as 
fignals  from  without,  which  aie  fully  uuderftood  by 
the  prifoners  within.  Mention  has  been  made  in 
thoff  returns  to  the  General  Council,  of  a  man's  be- 
ing heard  playing  on  a  flute  at  midnight,  of  the  fonga 
that  aie  ^^^^iQ^  in  the  ftreet,  the  exprcffions  ufed  by 
the  common  criers  that  pafs  ;  and  it  is  infinuated 
that  by  all  thele,  more  is  meant  than  meets  the  ear. 
Some  time  fince,  the  Committee  reprefenled,  that 
v/hen  the  family  walked  in  the  garden,  or  appeared 
en  the  balcony,  a  number  of  perfons  came  to  the 
windows  of  the  adjacent  houfcs,  and  made  fignals, 
which  feemed  to  be  underftood  by  the  prlfoners. 
One  Member  of  the  Council  propofed,  that,  to 
prevent  this  lad,  the  King  and  Royal  Family  fhould 
never  be  permitted  to  come  into  the  open  air,  till  it 
was  fo  dark  that  they  could  not  be  fecn  ;  another 
propofed  to  raife  the  walls  in  the  garden,  and  make 
fuch  alterations  in  the  Temple  as  would  effedlually 
prevent  the  prifoners  from  being  fcen  by  any  perfoa 
without. 

Both  thefe  Ingenious  propofals  were  rendered  un- 
n.ecenary  by  an  order  from  the  Council,  that  all  the 
family  fhould  be  prevented  from  walking  in  the  gar- 
den, or  even  appearing  at  the  windows  of  their  ap- 
parlment  ;  and  when  they  affemble  at  the  hour  of 
dinner,  wliich  is  always  in  the  prcfcnce  of  one  or 
two  Municipal  Officers,  every  look,  word,  or  gcllurc 
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of  the  unhappy  prlfoners  is  obferved,  Interpreted, 
and  frequently  reported  to  the  Council  General  as 
having  a  myfteriouu  meaning. 

Among  other  circumftances  equally  unimportant, 
it   was   mentioned   in   one  of  the  memorials  of  the 
Committee,  made   a  confiderable  time  ago,  that  the 
King  continued   to  wear  his  ftar  and  ribbons,  which 
raifed  the  petulance  of  the  author  of  a  daily  journal, 
who,  on  the  fiibjeft  of  this  memorial,  expreffes  him- 
ielf  in  the  following  indecent   terms  :     '*  Si  Louis 
avolt   le   fens    commun,   II    aurolc  quitte   lui-meme 
toutes  ces  chamarrures  feodales :  II  feroit  aujourd'hul 
Republicain,   c'eft    a-dire,  plus  qu'un  Rol  ;  car   un 
Roi  n'eft  que  le  premier  efclave  de  fon  empire.*"— 
He  then  adds,    that,   fo  far  from   ftrlpping  him  of 
ihem,  it  would  be  better,  provided  the  nation  allows 
him  to  live,  to  condemn  him  to  wear  thofe  (hameful 
emblems  for  life  ;  and  propofes   that  all  vi'ho  fhould 
be  convldled  of  certain  crimes  fhould  be  fentenced  to 
sthe  fame  punlfhment — and  concludes  :    **  Qu'on  les 
expofat  aux  regardes  du   peuple  bardes  de  cordons, 
et  I'habit  garni  d'algles,  de   pigeons,  d'elephans,  de 
xnoutons  :   les  Romalns   ne   depoullloient  pas  les  rois 
vaincus  des  attrlbuts  de  la  royaute  ;    ils  les  en  reve- 
toient    au   contraire  avec  grand  foin,  et  cela  pour 
cracher  delTus.f' * 

The  Council  General  however  faw  this  In  a  dif- 
ferent point  of  view.     Eager  to  difplay  a  contempt 

*  If  Lewis  had  common  fenfe,  he  would  of  his  own  accord 
have  thrown  afide  a)l  ihofe  feudal  trappings;  he  would  by  this 
time  have  become  a  Republican,  which  is  being  gieater  than  a 
King  ;  for  a  King  is  only  the  higheft  Have  in  his  own  dominions. 

+  Let  them  be  expofed  to  the  view  of  the  people  covered  with 
ribbons,  and  their  clothes  trimmed  with  pigeons,  elephants,  eagles, 
«ndfheepj  the  Romans  did  not  ftrip  the  vanquifhed  Kings  of 
the  emblems  of  royalty.  On  the  contrary,  they  carefully  drellcd 
them  in  them  foi  the  purpofe  of  fpittiog  on  theiu. 
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for  ariftocracy,  and  conftantly  aflerting  that  the  peo- 
ple in  general  detelt  monarchy,  they  cannot  help  of- 
ten betraying  a  dread  of  the    hrft,  and   a   fufpicioa 
that  the  nation   ftill    retains  its  old  affedlion  for  the 
fecond—they  feem  afraid  of  every    thing  that  puts 
them  in  mind  of  either.      Manuel  was  ordered  to  go 
to  the  Temple,  and  announce  to  the    King,  that  as 
royalty  was  abolifhed,  there  was  no  propriety  in  his 
wearing  his  former  ornaments  any  longer.     The  di- 
alogue which  pafTed  between  the  King  and  Manuel  on 
this   occafion,    has  been    publifhed    in  lome  of  the 
journals,   probably    by    Manuel   himfelf  :   even   frontk 
this  account  it  appears,  that  the  King  received  this 
meffage  with  that  manly  indifference,  and  undillurbed  • 
refignation,  which  he  has  fliown  fince  the  beginning 
of  his  misfortunes.      1  have  always  heard  that  Lewis 
XVI.  never  was  much  a fft (Sled  by  the  magnificence  of 
royalty,  even  when  he  poflcfftd  it  in  its  highcib  fplen* 
dour  ;  he  feems  now  to  be  as  little  affefted  by  the  lof» 
of  it  ;  and  the    malice   of  his   enemies,    difplayed   ia 
thefe  paltry    inftances,  inftead  of   throwing  difgracc 
on  the  Monarch,  renders  bis  good  qualities  more  con- 
fpicuou3. 

November  i6< 

In  a  work  publlflied  fome  years  ago*,  I  endea- 
▼ourcd  to  give  an  idtra  of  that  enthufiaftic  attach- 
ment and  aflet^ion,  which  the  French  of  thofe  day: 
had,  or  pretended  to  have,  for  their  Monarchs. 

They  fpoke  of  loyalty  as  a  quality  of  the  mind, 
like  generoifty  or  courage:  ihty  f(.tmtd  proud  to 
think  that  tluy  pofTeftVd  this  quality,  if  not  cxclu< 
fively,  at  lead  in  a  higher  degree  than  any  other  peo- 
ple :  and  every  Frencliman  wifhcd  to  be  thought! 
loyal,  as  every  man  wifhcs   to   be  thought  gcneroi 

*  View  of  Society  and  Maoncis  in  Fraacc,  &c. 
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or  brave.  They  feeraed  even  to  confider  it  as  a 
virtue,  which  ought  to  be  cherifhed  in  the  breaft  of 
the  fubjedl,  independent  of  the  good  qualities,  and 
in  fpiteof  the  bad  qualities,  of  the  Sovereign  ;  and 
they  were  vain  to  point  out  to  llrangers  how  far 
their  countrymen  furpafTed  all  others  in  the  exercife- 
of.it. 

An  Englifh  officer,  after  having  parted  fome  days 
-at  Verfailles  during  the  reign  of  Louis  XV.  fupped 
in  company  with  feveral  French  Gentlemen  on  the 
evening  that  he  returned  to  Paris.  The  converfa~ 
tlon  turned  on  the  great  attachment  and  affection 
of  the  French  nation  to  their  monarchs  ;  and  one 
of  the  company  underftanding  that  the  court  had 
been  greatly  crowded,  and  that  many  people  of  dif- 
tindlion  from  Paris  had  been  at  Verfailles  during  the 
officer's  refidence  there,  afl<ed  him  if  he  had  not 
been  furprifed  at  feeing  fuch  marks  of  loyalty  ? 


**  No,*'  replied  the  o 
furprifed  if  1  had  not  fee 

«  To  be  fure,"  refu 
King  is  the  moll  amiabl 
quite  natural  that  all  the 


*^  I  fhould  have  been 
it 


tlfc  jFf&nchman,  **  the 
he  world,  and  it  is 
ou!d  love  him." 


"  That  is  indifputablei?*  faM  the  officer  ;  "  but 
I  was  thinking  of  other  UreaTons^'iyhich  thofe  I  faw 
fo  affiduoufly  paying  tlfeiaf  court  ^j^the  King  might 
have,  and  which  are  fufficient  to  account  for  all  the 
zeal  and  attachment  they  difplayed.'^i 

The  other  afFe£^ed  not  to  underftand  him,  and 
allied  with  great  politenefs,  what  other  reafons  they 
could  have  ? 


*'  "^  by,"  replied  the  officer,  **  has  not  the  King 
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govcrnmcntSt  and  regiments,  and  bl/hoprlcks,  and 
many  other  very  beneficial  things  to  beftow  ?  I 
fliould  imagine  that  this  confideraiion  might  render 
the  King  an  objcft  of  great  attention,  and  produce 
many  marks  of  zealous  attachment  to  his  perfon, 
even  although  he  were  not  quite  the  raoft  amiable 
man  in  the  world,  as  all  the  world  allow  him  to  be.'' 

"  Be  aflured,  Sir,"  rejoined  the  Frenchnnan, 
"  that  there  is  no  people  on  earth  who  have  fuch  a 
veneration  for  their  Kings,  and  fo  much  diCnterefted 
loyalty  as  the  French." 

**  Forgive  me,"  faid  the  officer,  "  I  know  a  peo- 
ple who   can  difpute  thofe  quaiitications  with  them, 
and  whofe  courtiers  give   flronger  proofs  of  venera-     i\ 
tion  and  loyalty   to  their  Ptince  than  even  thofe  of    '| 
Verfailles." 

««  What  people  ?"  jj 

**  The  fubjcfts  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,"  re-  '' 
plied  the  officer :  **  There  is  a  monarch  for  you,  gen- 
tlemen, who  hardly  ever  fpeaks  to  his  fubjc(^s  qu'a 
coup  defabrty  and  yet  they  venerate  him  in  the  moft 
aftonlfhing  manner.  When  I  was  in  garrifon  at 
Gibraltar,  1  pafled  over  to  his  dominions,  and  had  the 
honour  of  fpending  fome  time  at  hid  court  at  Fez  : 
one  of  this  beloved  monarch's  morning  amufcments, 
is  (hooting  arrows  at  his  fubjcfts  ;  when  he  chances 
to  mifs,  which  feldom  happens,  fur  by  frequent  prac- 
tice he  is  an  excellent  markfman,  the  perfon  at  whom 
it  is  dirtfted  takes  up  the  arrow,  and  with  all  the  zeal 
of  the  mod  devoted  courtier  prefents  it  on  his  knee 
to  the  Emperor. 

**  On    fome  occafions,   he   docs  his  fubjcf^s  the 
'honour  of  cutting  off  their  beads  with  his  own  bands, 
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and  i*s  mueh  pralfed  by  the  courtiers  around  for  his 
dexterity  ;  in  fliort,  they  difplay  every  mark  of  at- 
tachmtnt  to  his  perfon,  and  may  be  faid  with  truth 
to  love  their  fovercign  to  diftradb'on. — This  is,  gen- 
tknnen,  what  I  cnll  dlfinterefted  loyalty."  But  now 
the  French,  at  leaft  all  of  them  who  remain  in 
France,  are  as  follcitous  lo  declare  that  they  never 
poffefled  this  enthufiaftic  loyalty,  as  formerly  they 
were  anxious  to  have  it  thought  they  did  ;  and  as 
they  began  to  difavow  this  principle  during  the 
reign  of  the  moft  m.ild  and  equitable  monarch  they 
ever  had,  as  foon  as  bis  power  began  to  be  abridged, 
and  continued  to  profefs  the  moft  ardent  loyalty  to- 
wards the  moft  oppreffive  and  tyrannical  of  his  pre- 
deceffors  while  they  retained  iheir  power,  it  is  pretty 
clear  on  what  that  boafted  loyalty  was  founded. 

But  as  the  men  fiiow  an  abjedl  and  flavifti  difpoiW 
tlon,  who  affect  attachment  and  veneration  for  a 
foolifh  or  wicked  prince,  fo  thofe  on  the  other  hand 
betray  a  malevolent  and  odious  charadler,  who  are 
deficient  in  refpedl  and  gratitude  to  a  mild  and 
equitable  monarch,  who  through  the  whole  of  his 
reign  has  manifefted  a  love  of  juftice,  and  an  equal 
regard  for  the  rights  of  his  fubjedls  and  for  his  own 
prerogative. 

The  loyalty  of  a  man  of  fenfe  and  fpirit  arifes- 
from  a  due  refped  for  the  firft  magiftrate  in  the 
ftate,  whofe  lawful  authority  he  is  ready  to  fupport 
for  the  good  of  the  community.  Independent  of  every 
other  confideration.  To  this  fentlment  of  loyalty  ta- 
the  monarch  as  firft  magiftrate,  efteem  for  perfonal 
good  qualities,  if  they  exift,  and  gratitude  for  fa- 
vours received,  will  be  added  in  every  well  formed 
mind.  But  thefe  fentiments  do  not  cxclufively  be- 
long to  loyalty,  but  are  felt  for  every  perfon  of  our 
acq.uaiQtance,  who  poffeffes  great   or  amiable  quail- 
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tics,  and  from  whom  we  have  received  favours. 
But  the  oftentatious  Indfcaiions  of  loyalty  which 
arc  fomeiimes  exhibited,  in  the  vulvar,  generally  pro- 
ceed from  a  mere  love  of  noife  j  in  fomc  of  fu- 
perlor  rank,  from  the  defire  of  being  looked  on  as 
the  particular  friends  of  the  royal  family,  uncon- 
nedled  with  any  idcra  of  their  good  qualities  ;  and  in 
many  it  is  founded  on  a  lucrative  office  in  poffef- 
don  or  in  expe*5taiion. 

Navcmbcr  17, 

At  the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  when  a  vene- 
ration for  thechriftian  religion  w^s  ftill  pretty  gene- 
ral in  the  minds  of  the  people,  a  democratic  abbe 
with  a  view  to  infpire  his  audience  with  a  dcteltatioa 
for  ariftocrates,  affured  them  in  his  fermon  that 
Jefus  Chrift  was  crucified  by  the  ariftocrates  of  Je- 
rufalem. 

Somepeople  Imagine,  that  the  fame  affertion  made 
In  a  fermon  now,  would  not  produce  the  fame  hor- 
ror in  the  minds  of  a  French  audience  that  it  did 
three  years  ago,  being  of  opinion  that  religious 
impreflions  are  much  weaker  now  than  they  were 
then. 

One  diftlngulfliing  do(5lrine  of  chrlftlanlty,  namely, 
the  forgivenefs  of  injuries,  feems  to  be  greatly  ex- 
ploded, and  confidered  '•ather  as  the  cffe<^  of  weak- 
nefs  than  magnanimity  :  revenge,  on  the  contrary, 
is  applauded  as  a  virtue,  and  proclaimed  as  a  duty, 
and  the  people  are  Simulated  to  vengeance,  on  every 
real  or  fuppofed  injury. 

Thofe  who  excite  the  populace  againll  the  King, 
tell  them,  that  his  execution  is  neceffary,  to  avenge 
the  murder  of  their  brethren  in  the  Caroufcl  on  the 
10th  of  Auguft  ;  and  that  the  affairs  of  the  nation 
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cannot  profper,   until  their  /laughter  is  amply  re- 

venged. 

It  was  mentioned  in  the  National  AfTembly  that 
feme  of  thofe  patriots,  while  they  lay  expiring  on  the 
ground,  had  had  the  confolation  of  feeing  the  Swlfs 
cut  In  pieces,  before  their  eyes  were  entirely  clofed. 

The  new  levies  are  affiired  by  way  of  encourage- 
ment, that  in  cafe  they  (hould  be  killed  in  battle, 
.they  may  make  themfelves  perfc6tly  eafy,  for  that 
their  deaths  (hall  be  fully  revenged. 

A  poor  woman  was  weeping  bitterly  for  the  death 
of  her  fon,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Valmy  ;  the  fol- 
dier  wlio  had  brought  her  the  news  endeavoured  to 
comfort  her,  faying,  *'  Confulcz-vous,  Maiguetite, 
je  vous  reponds  qu'ii  a  eie  bien  vtnge*." 

At  the  civic  feafl,  which  took  place  on  account  of 
the  conqueft  of  Savoy,    a   new    llatiza  was  added  to 
the  hymn  of  the  Marleillois,  and  was  fung  by  a  com- 
pany of  young  boys  on  that  occalioa  : 

Nous  enrrerons  dans  la  carriers, 

Quand  nos  aines  ii'y  feront  p]n$  : 

Nous  y  irouvprons  leur  poufliere 

Et  la  tract  de  leurs  verius. 

Bit'ii  moins  jaioux  de  Icur  furvlvre, 

Que  de  partager  leur  cercueil, 

N   usaaiotis  le  fublimeorgueil 

De  Ici  venger  ou  de  lesfuivre. 

Au\  armes.  Citoyens! — Formes  vos  bataillonsf 

Marches  !•  — Qa'un  fang  impur  abreuve  nos  Iillons. 

I  was  at  the  Convention  lately,  when  a  young  of- 
ficer, belonging  to  the  regiment  of  Beaurepaire  ap- 
peared at  the  bar. 

*  Comfort  yourfelf,  Margaret,  for  I  can  aflure  you  that  he  was 
well  avenged. 
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He  had  been  at  Verdun  when  the  Colonel  fh 
himfelf :  he  fpoke  highly  of  that  officer,  by  whom, 
he  fald,  the  garrlfon  had  been  animated  to  fnch  a 
pitch  of  enthufiafm,  that  they  had  refolved  to  be 
buried  in  the  ruins  of  the  town,  rather  than  furren- 
der  :  he  gave  -an  affedling  account  of  the  indigna- 
tion and  grief  of  the  foldiers,  when  they  found  that 
the  Magillratts  had  capitulated,  and  were  told  of 
the  catallrophe  ot  their  Colonel.  He  faid,  he  was 
deputed  from  his  regiment,  to  demand  vengeance 
on  the  traitors  who  had  betrayed  Verdun  to  tlie 
enemy,  and  driven  their  Commanller  to  defpair.  He 
read  the  names  of  tiiofe  he  a«jcnfed,  confilling  of  the 
Magiftrates  of  Verdun,  and  fomc  of  the  Field  Of- 
ficers of  the  National  Guards. 

This  young  officer  was  handfome,  and  of  a  gen. 
teel  figure  :  he  fpoke  with  fluency  and  grace  ;  and 
what  interelled  the  audience  greatly  in  .  his  favour, 
was,  that  a  letter  from  Dumourier  was  read,  which 
informed  the  Convention,  that  the  regiment  to  which 
he  belonged  had  behaved  remarkably  well  againfl 
the  Priiflians  ;  and  that  the  officer  who  brought 
the  accufation  had  dilUnguiihed  hiaifelf  in  a  very 
gallant  manner. 

Some  of  the  Members  began  to  talk  of  avenging 
the  death  of  Beaurepairc  on  the  heads  of  the  per- 
fons  accufed  by  the  officer  ;  and  the  Afltmbly 
feemed  fo  much  enraged  againll  them,  that  1  was 
afraid  of  their  decreeing  fomcthing  very  violent 
inltantly — but  one  Deputy,  who  had  prcferved  cool- 
iiefs  in  themidll  of  all  this  emotion,  (howcd  the  im- 
propriety of  coming  to  any  refolution  againii  the 
accufed  citizens,  in  the  prefent  Uate  of  their  minds, 
and  begged  that  the  accufation  might  be  referred  to 
the  confideration  of  a  Committee. 


Thig  meafurc  was  at  lad  adopted. 
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November  18. 

There  are  eight  or  ten  theatres  for  dramatic  enter- 
tainments of  one  kind  or  other  at  prefent  in  Paris  : 
moft  of  them  are  open  four  times  a  week.  The  pie- 
ces reprefented  are  generally  new,  and  adapted  to  the 
fpirit  of  the  times,  and  to  fortify  the  minds  of  the 
audience  in  fentiments  favourable  to  t!ie  Revolution. 
Kings  and  Princes  are  reprefented  as  rapacious,  vo- 
luptuous, and  tyrannical  ;  Nobility  as  frivolous  and 
unfeeling,  fawning  to  the  fovereign,  and  infolent  to 
their  fellow  fubjefts  ;  Priefts  as  hypocritical,  artful 
and  wicked.  To  infpire  a  hatred  to  monarchical  go- 
vernment, and  a  love  of  republicanifm,  is  one  great 
obje6l  of  almoll  every  new  piece — even  in  thofe  co- 
mic pieces  whole  plots  turn  on  an  amorous  intrigue, 
or  fome  objedi  equally  remote  from  politics  or  forms 
of  government,  fentiments  of  the  fame  tendency  oc- 
cur, and  however  avvkardly  introduced  they  are  fure 
of  being  received  with  applaufe.  A  ilridl  adherence 
to  the  unities  of  time  and  place,  and  other  critical 
rules,  for  which  the  French  theatre  was  formerly  dif- 
tinguiflied,  is  now  little  attended  to. 

The  dramatic  writers  hate  fetters,  as  much  as  the 
Sans  Culottes,  and  fometimes  defpifc  decorum  as 
much. 

I  was  lately  at  the  Theatre  de  la  Variete  :  the  piece 
was  entitled  La  Mart  de  Beaurepaire. 

The  hero,  on  hearing  that  the  Magistrates  of  Ver- 
dun have  delivered  a  gate  of  the  town  to  the  PrufTians, 
(hoots  himfelf  on  the  llage.  The  Duke  of  Brunf- 
wlck,  furrounded  by  his  guards,  enters,  and  finds  a 
French  foldier  lamenting  over  the  body  of  his  com- 
mander :  while  the  Duke  is  queflioning  him,  ano- 
ther French  foldier  Is  brought  in,  who  has  jufl  fhot 
a  Pruffian  officer  in  the  flreet.     The  Duke  afks,  who 

Vol.  11.  S 
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bribed  him  to  commit  this  afTafllnation  ?  The  foldIel4 
replies,  **  That  he  needed  no  biibe  to  determine  him 
to  deflroy  the  enemies  of  his    country  ;  that  he  had 
no  part  in    the  infamous  capitulation,   by  which  the 
PrufTians    were  admitted    to  enter   Verriun  ;   that  he ' 
had  miftaken  the  officer  he  had  killed,  for  the  Dnkc 
himfelf,  and  highly  regrets  the  millake." — The  fol- 
dier  in    his  turn  demands    of  the  Duke,   **  who  had 
bribed  him  to  invade  a  country  which  had  renounced 
conqueft,  and  to  make  war  on  a  people,  who  wifhed 
only  to   be  governed  by  laws  of  their  own  making,, 
under   a  form   agreeable  to  their  own  taftt  ?'*  The[ 
Duke  makes  fomc  reply  to  this,  and  the  d.fpute  be-jf 
comes  warm  :   but  although  the  foldicr  is  rcprc'^ented 
as  having  by  much  the  btft  of  the  argument,  he  is 
ordered   to   Immediate  execution.      It  appears   foon 
after,  that  on  his  way  he  has  leaped   over  a  bridge, 
and  by   that  means   efcaped   a  more   painful    death. 
The  firft  foldier  concludes  the  piece,  by  afluring  the 
Duke,   that  he  will  make  nothing  of  his  prefent  en-^ 
terprifc,  which  he   had   bed  relinquifh   in  time  ;  for^ 
the  jloortejl  follies  are  the  Jooneji  reviedied. 

Many  little  dramas.are  daily  cxhibted  on  the  Boul- 
evards, to  the    fame   tendency,  and  ballads  arc  fung 
in  the  Ureets  and  public  walks  :  one  is  entitled,   Com- 
paraifon  du  Regime  Ancicn  avec  le  Nouveau  ;  the  lad" 
llanza  is  as  follows  ; 

Jadis,  quand  pourrarmccun  fill  partoit, 
Sa  bonne  mere  tout  aulFi-tot  pluroit, 
Et  Ic  rctircr  clle  ne  pouvoit; 
C'ctoic  regime  dci'potc. 

Aujourd'hui,  Ton  voit  toutes  Ics  mamani 
Fairc  Ic  paquct,  armer  li  urscnfans, 
Et  les  rnvoycr  lervu  dans  Ics  camp«  ; 
Vive  un  regime  patiiote. 

The  two  following  (lanzas  arc  from  another,  whict 
is  much  reliflicd  by  the  people  ; 
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Savez-vous  la  belle  hiftojre 
De  ces  faineux  Prufliens  ? 
lis  marchoient  a  la  vidloire 
Avec  les  Autrichiens; 
Au  lit  u  de  palme  de  gloire 
lis  ont  cueilli  des — raifins. 

Le  Grand  Frederic  s'echappe, 
Prenant  le  plus  court  chemin; 
Mais  Dumourier  le  ratrappe 
Et  lui  chante  ce  refrain  : 
N'allez  plus  mordre  a.  la  grappe 
Dans  la  vigne  du  voiAn. 

A  writer  in  one  of  the  Journals  obferves,  that  fmall 
fprings  are  capable  of  moving  great  machines  ;  and 
that  popular  ballads  have  had  confiderable  influence 
in  the  revolutions  of  nations ; — he  adds,  *'  La  chan- 
fon  dcs  Marfeillois  eclaire,  infpire,  et  rejoult  a  la  fois. 
Je  conclus  a  ce  que  I'on  attache  quatre  chanteurs  a 
chacune  de  nos  armees.  Faire  notre  Revolution  en 
chantant,  eft  un  moyen  preTque  fur  de  I'empecher  de 
finir  par  de  chanfons*»" 

if 

What  truth  is  in  this  obfervation,  is  not  worth 
examining  ;  but,  If  the  termination  of  the  French- 
Revolution  depends  on  the  good  humour  and  b.uman- 
ity  with  which  it  has  of  late  been  carried  on^.  it  will 
have  a  difmal  ending. 

November  19. 

Marat  has  kept  hlmfelf  concealed  for  fome  time, 
but  his  Journal  is  continued  as  ufual.  He  dates  it 
from  a  fubterraneous  habitation  (d'un  Souterrain)  ; 
ia  which,  he  fays,  he  is  obliged  to  bury  hlmfelf  alive, 
that  he   may  be   fafe   from  the   daggers  of  airaffins- 

*  The  Song  of  the  Maifeillois  at  once  enlightens,  infpires,  and 
rejoices.     I   therefore  move,  that   four  good  Singers  fhail  be  ap- 
pointed to  each  of  our  armies.     To   accomplilh  our   Revolution 
with  gaiety  and  good  humour,  is  one  fure  way  to  prevent  its  ep.ds-- 
i»g  in  a  fong. 
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And  why  am  I  obliged  to  hide  myfclf  ?  he  aflcs  of 
the  people,  to  whom  his  Journal  is  addrefled — **  O 
peuplc,  que  je  ch^ris,  que  jc  pour  dans  mon  coeur, 
pour  avoir  pris  voire  alliance,  pour  avoir  cte  voire 
ami,  &c.  &c.* 

It  fecms  extraordinary  to  addrefs  the  mob  of  Paria 
In   the  llyle  of  a  lover  to  his  miftrefs  ;  but  it  is  dill 
inore   extraordinary,  that   a    mob,  who   have  (hown 
fuch   proofs   of  ferocity,   fhould   be  deluded  by  the  > 
language  which  feduces  a  fond  girl. 

The  general  turn  of  his  Journal,  however,  is  not  v 
in  the  fame  tender  drain,  even  fince  he  dated  from 
below  ground.  The  manner  in  which  he  vindicates 
hirafelf  from  the  accufation  of  being  fanguinary,  * 
will  be  thought  curious. 

'*  Le  grand  cheval  de  bataille  de  mes  dctrac- 
tcurse.'ldNi  me  peindre  comme  un  hommc  fangui- 
i;aire,  qui  ell  fans  cefTe  a  prccher  le  meurlre  et 
rafTaflinat.  Mais  je  les  dcfie  de  faire  voir  autre  chofe 
dans  mes  ecrits,  fi  ce  n'e(l  pas  qiicj'ai  demontre  la 
necefTite  d'abaire  quelques  centaincs  de  idles  crirai- 
nelles  pour  conferver  trois  cent  mille  tctcs  inno- 
centesf." 

In  his  Journal  of  this  day  is  the  following  para- 
graph :  **  Je  ne  croirai  pas  k  la  Rt^publique,  que 
lorlque  la  tele  de  Louis  Capet  ne  fcia  pins  fur  fct 
epaules,  et  que  les  fuldais  de  la  libctte  ne  fcront  plus 

*  O  people,  wliom  I  lovf,  who  arc  always  ncarcft  my  heart, 
for  havingalwaysbctn  your  tii<nd  and  advtxaic. 

f  1  lie  gr<  at  amiol  my  dcira£l>>i»  is  tu  pjiiii  me  as  a  fanguinary 
man,  who  if  always  preaching  murder  and  afralliiiauon.  Uut  I 
deiy  (hi-m  lo  puiiu  out  anv  thin<T  in  my  %m Kings,  uiilefs  ihat  I 
have-  licmnnitfdlcd  the  ncctdity  of  cuuing  olF  a  few  hundred 
cdmuui  ttcads  lo  prclcrvc  thrie  huodicd  ihouland  ionoccnt  ones. 
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menes  a  la  boucherie  par  des  generaux  courtifans.f" 

In  the  midft  of  all  the  fuccefs  of  Dimiourier,  thls- 
man  exclaims  againft    him  for  having  permitted  the' 
Prufiians  to  efcape  out  of  Trance  ;  and  he  writes  in 
the  fame  ftyle  of   the  other  Generals,  uhom  he  dc- 
fcrlbes    as    men  of   arillocratic  principles,  and  ene- 
mies of   the   people  ;  and    adds  whatever  he  thinks 
moft  likely   to  excite   the  populace  againft  Louvet, 
Barbaroux,  Genfonnet,   Guadet,  Buzot,  Vergniaud, 
Kerfaint,  and  all  the  fadion  Rol-Briffotine,    as    he 
denominates  them.     But  what  may  lead  to  more  ex*- 
tenfive  mifchief  than   all  the  reft  id  the  drift  of  the 
motto  of  his  Journal  :  *'  Ut    redeat  miferis,  abeat 
fortuna  fuperbis  :"    that  is  to  fay,    "  Take  the  mo- 
ney from  the  rich,  that   it    may    be  reftored  to  the 
poor."     This  plainly  prompts  to  unlverfal  pillage  : 
and  perhaps   the    wickednefs  of    fadtlon    never  was 
p\jfhed  farther  than    in  the  proteftion  given  to  fuch 
an  incendiary  as  this  Marat  ;  for,  notwithftanding  all 
the  public  difavowals  that  have  been  made,  that  he  is 
powerfully  protefted  feems  to  me  evident.     He  dates 
from  a  cellar, but  every  body  believes  he  is  now  living 
at  his  eafe  in  very  good  quarters,  above  ground  ;  and 
nobody  can  doubt,   but  that  it  would  be  a  very  eafy . 
matter  to  difcover  them,  if  It  were  thought  fafe  and 
prudent  to  feize  the  man.     But  they  cannot  even  fup- 
prefs  his  Journal  J  it  is  cried  every  night  In  the  Pa- 
lais Royal  :   a  little  boy  came  bawling  after  m.e  with. 
it,  as   I  returned  home  a  few  nights  ago,  **  Journal 
par  Marat,  I'Ami  du  Peuple  I — combien  voulez-vous, 
CItoyen  Anglais  ?  Journal  par  I'Ami  du  Peuple  1  — 
Ah,  c'eft   bien  intereflant   aujourd'hul— vous   pren- 
drez  deux  ou  trots,  n'eft-ilpas  vrai,  moncher  Milor  ?' 

+  I  fhall  never  think  the  Republic  eRabliflicd,  until  the  head 
of  Louis  Capet  is  no  longer  on  his  Ihoulders,  and  until  the  ktU 
dfers  of  Liberty  Ihall  be  no  longer  led  to  flaughiei  by  generals  who 
arfeour  tiers. 

S3 
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November  20, 

It  is  mofl  unpleafant  to  obferve  how  little  fenfatlon 
the  cruel  Hate  in  which  the'  Royal  Family  is,  occa- 
fi(»n3  in  Paris,  and  how  fmall  a  part  of  general  con- 
verfation  It  occupies  :  as  for  the  loweit  mob,  they  . 
never  mention  them  but  with  fome  foul  epithet  of 
abufe  :  this  does  not  furprife  me,  becaufe  they  are 
either  hired  for  the  purpofe,  or,  like  all  mobs,  joia 
in  the  cry  that  is  fuggefted,  and  prefs  blindly  on, 
according  to  the  impulfe  given  by  others  ;  I  fpcak 
not  therefore  of  them,  but  of  the  other  ranks  of  fo» 
ciety. 

Whatever  people's  fentlments  arc  with  regard  to 
the  Revolution,  whether  they  are  what  is  here  called 
Arillocrates,  or  Democrates,  one  rtiould  think  that 
fo  fevere  a  reverfe  of  fortune,  and  onefo  unexampled 
in  the  political  tlate  in  which  Europe  has  fo  long  been, 
would  occafion  more  general  fympathy.  That  this 
fympathy  (hould  not  be  difplayed  in  public,  is  eafily 
accounted  for  :  but  even  in  private  and  confidential 
converfatlons,  where  no  referve  is  ufed  on  topics 
equally  dangerous,  the  misfortunes  of  the  Royal 
Family  fecm  to  be  felt  in  a  very  flight  manner,  by 
fome  who  might  have  been  expeded  to  feci  them 
moft  feverely. 

What  an  affcf^ing  contrail  does  this  indifTerencc 
and  negltft  make  with  the  obfequious  attention,  al- 
moft  to  adoration,  which  was  paid  to  this  family  by 
the  whole  French  nation  ;  with  the  emulation  and 
unwearied  afTiduity  of  all  ranks  to  captivate  their  no- 
tice and  gratify  their  wifhes ;  wiih  the  proteftations 
of  edeera,  refpeft,  and  affedtion  they  have  been  ac- 
cullomed  to  hear  from  their  childhood  ! 

AH  thofc  external  marks  of  veneration  were  ac- 
coEDpaaicd,  no  doubt,  with  the  ftrongeft  afTurancce 
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of  their  being  the  offspring  of  genuine  fentlmcnlai 
preference,  bellowed  on  perfonal  virtues,  uninfluen- 
ced by  any  expedatlon  from  their  power,  and  puri- 
fied from  A\  feltilh  coiifiderations. 

The  cannon  of  St.  Antoine,  and  the  fabres  of  the 
Marfeilhiis,  exterminated  the  virtues  of  the  Kin^on 
the  loth  of   Augult  ;  and  every  day  of  his  in.pri^n- 
inent  in  the  Temple  fcems  to  h^ve  added  fome  new  ar- 
ticle to  a  lill  of  vices  of  which  he    is  now    accufed^ 
and  which  were  never  heard  of  before. — I  never  faw 
a  man   in   the  Conventional  Affcimbly,  or  eifewhere, 
eager  to  dillingnifh  himfelf  by  violent  failles  againft 
the  King  and  his  unfortunate  family,  but  I  imagine 
I  behold  a  wretch  who    would  be  the  moft  abjt^  of 
his  courtiers,  if,  by  an   unexptdied   turn   of  affa-irs, 
the  Monarch  were  re-eftablifhed  on  the  throne.    Nor 
did  I  ever  know  any  men,  who  were  diftinguiflied  for: 
adopting  the  prejudices,  abetting    the  caprices,  and 
affedling    wonderful  attachment    to   the  perfons    of 
Princes  in  the  fullnefs  of  power,  without   fufpedllng. 
that  they  would  be  the  moft  tmbulent  demagogues,^ 
and  the  bittercft  enemies  of  thofe  very  Princes,  if  by 
any  accident  they  (hould  ever  be  in  the  fame  fituation 
with  the  Royal  Family  of  France. 

November  a». 
When  a  man,  who  from  his  fituation  in  life,  or 
from  the  commiffion  he  enjoys,  is  guarded  from  re-' 
taliation,  treats  another,  who  is  in  his  power,  with 
infolence  or  cruelty,  k  naturally  excites  feelings  of 
indignation  and  contempt.  When  an  inferior  behaves 
with  infolence  to  his  fupcrior,  a  blackguard,  for  ex- 
ample, to  a  gentleman  in  the    ftreets  of  London,  it 

I    raifes  difguft,  but  not  contempt  as  in  the  former  in- 
flance,  becanfe  the  blackguard  may  run  fome  rijfk— 

j    he  is  not  abfolutcly  fure  of  impunity.. 
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It  was  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  the  imprudent  in- 
trodudti.'n  of  the  term  egalite  would  produce  an  unl- 
v€rfal  infolcnce  among  ihe  lower  clafTes  of  people  in 
France  towards  their  fuperiors  ;    and  I  am  ftill  con- 
vinced it  will   in   proccfs  of  time  be  the  cafe;    but  I 
confefs  I  have  not  hitherto  remarked  any  difagreeable 
inftance  of  this  nature.     No  perfon,  indeed,  of  what-  • 
ever  rank,  is  allowed  to  drefs  his  footmen   in  livery, 
but  every  qwz  is  allowed  to  have  as  many  footmen  as 
he   pleafes  ;   and  when  L.  L's.  carriage  was  driving, 
a  day  or  two  fince,  in  at  the  gate  of  the  Louvre,  it 
was  flopped  by    the  fentinel,   who  had  obfervcd  that 
the  hammerclothhad  fringes  of  aditTerent  colour;  and" 
informed  his  Lordihip,  that  fuch  a  kind  of  diftindion 
was  no  longer    permitted  in  Frante,   being  contrary 
to  that  egalite  which  every  Frenchman  had  fworn  to. 
The  coachman  had  been  ordered    never    to    ufe   any 
but  a  plain    cloth  ;  but    having  a  fringed    one  in  his    ' 
poffefiion  of  which  he  tvas  very  vain,  he  had  ventured 
to  adorn  his  coach-box  with   it  on  this  unfortunate 
day.     As  the    poor  fellow  was  taking  it  off  with   a      ] 
very  mortified  air,   the  valet  de  place  reproached  him 
for  having  put  it  on  ;  which  the  fentinel  overhearing, 
faid  angrily  to   the    coachman,     "  11  fied  bicn  a  un 
gueux  comme  toi  d'etre  arillocrate*." 

A  few  days  fince  I  faw  a  man  dreffed  in  the    uni- 
form of  a  General  Officer  come  up  to  a  poor  fellow, 
who,   with  ji  pike  in  his  hand,  ftood  fentinel  at  a  gate,, 
and,  addrtfTing  him  by  the  name  of  *'  Chcyen  SAdaty*  • 
allied  him  the  way  to  a  particular  ftrcet. 

The   pike-men   were  formerly  confidered  as  of  a  - 
rank  inferior  to  the  National  Guards,  who  arc  armed, 
with  rauflccts  :   but  of  late  they  are  put  on  a  footing, 
and  do  duty  together  ;  but  ftill  it    might  have  been 

*  It  v^cll  becomc<  a  beggar  like  you  to  give  yourfclf  ibcairs  o. 
an  aridocratc. 
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expeAed,  that  this  gentleman's  rank  in  the  army 
would  have  commanded  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  refpeft 
from  a  common  foldier,  if  his  laced  coat  failed  to 
produce  them  in  a  poor  fellow  almofi  in  rags. 

"  Tenez,  mon  camarade,"  faid  the  pike-man: 
"  you  will  firft  turn  to  the  right,  and  then  walk 
ftraight  on  until,  &c.** 

The  Officer  having  heard  the  direftions  returned 
thanks  to  the  Citoycn  Soldat,  and,  moving  his  hat> 
walked  away. 

November  ee. 

Some  time  fince  I  was  walking  with  a  man,  who 
has  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  In  the  National 
Guards:  feven  or  eight  men  belonging  to  his  battalion 
came  up  to  him  with  a  complaint  ;  they  pretended 
that  injuftice  had  been  done  to  their  company,  in 
the  arrangements  refpefllngthe  duty  ;  and  they  alfo 
complained  of  fome  other  grievances  : — the  perfon 
they  had  chofen  to  fpeak  for  them  feemed  to  be  of 
rather  a  fiery  temper  ;  and  he  flattd  the  grievances 
with  more  heat  and  lefs  ceremony  than  I  had  been 
-^accuftomed  to  fee  foldlers  ufe  when  addrefiing  their 
officers. — The  Lieutenant  Colonel  on  his  part  heard 
the  complaint  with  attention  and  coolnefs  ;  only  fay- 
ing, from  time  to  time,  as  the  orator  proceeded, 
*' Tu  as  raifon,  tu  as  laifon,  mon  ami"— and  gave 
no  other  interruption  or  aufvitr,  till  he  had  quite 
finlfhed.  The  officer  then  began  with  the  phiafe  he 
had  already  ufcd  fo  frequently,  *•  Tu  as  raifon,  mon 
ami,  cela  eft  clalr;  but  there  is  one  point  in  which 
you  are  a  little  millaken." 

This  one  point  turned  out  to  be  the  w^iole  affair  in 
queftlon.  The  officer  proceeded  to  put  the  bufmef* 
in  a  very  different  light ;  fometimes  addreffing  hioa- 
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fclf  to  the  orator,  and  fometimes  to  others  of  the 
circle  ;  and  in  a  fhort  time  convinced  the  whole,  that 
what  they  afkcd  was  unreafonable,  and  difmifled  them 
fatistied,  and  repeating  **  Z^  Colonel  a  raifon,** 

When  they  were  gone,  he  fald  to  me  fmiling', 
**  this  is  !Tiy  conltant  method,  when  they  come  with 
an  unreafonable  requell  :  I  hear  them  with  patience  ; 
and  after  I  have  ackoowledged  two  or  three  times 
that  they  are  in  the  right,  they  allow  me  quietly  to 
convince  them  tliat  they  are  in  the  wrong  : — whereas, 
were  I  to  tfU  them  at  once  they  were  in  the  wrong, 
they  would  think  me  unjuft  ;  but  not  that  they  them- 
felves  were  unreafonable. 

•'  When  their  complaint  is  well  founded,"  conti- 
nued the  officer,  **  and  in  my  power  to  remedy,  there 
is  no  need  of  reafoning  ;  I  get  the  grievance  redref- 
fed  as  foon  as  poflible,  and  am  happy  it  is  in  my 
power." 

**  All  this,"  faid  I,  **  will  do  very  well  in  civil 
life  ;  but  I  fhould  hardly  think  it  would  anfwer  in 
the  military,  where  fubordination  and  implicit  obe- 
dience are  fo  ncccflary." 

To  this  the  officer  anfwered,  "  that  men  who 
clothe  themftlves  and  ferve  without  pay,  cannot  be 
treated  with  the  fame  feverity  as  foldiers  who  are  paid 
and  clothed  by  the  public:  it  is  rather  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  fo  many  poor  tradefmen  and  day  labourers 
all  over  France  fubmit  to  lofe  the  profit  of  their 
work  for  one  day,  and  fometimes  two,  in  a  week, 
bear  fo  much  fatigue,  and  perform  the  military  duty 
required  of  them,  fo  cheerfully  as  they  do.  When 
thofe  men  are  ordered  to  the  frontiers,  and  obliged 
to  perform  the  duty  of  foldiers  every  day,  they  then 
receive  pay,  and  are  fubje(5tcd  to  a  fcvcrcdifciplinc." 
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*'  I  cannot  Kelp  thinking,'*  refumed  T,  "  that  a 
General,  who  commands  foldiers  who  are  taught  to 
obey  without  thinking,  has  a  great  advantage  over 
one  whofe  army  muft.  be  reafoned  with.  The  Duke 
of  Brunfwick  has  oniy  to  iffue  his  oi^ders,  and  he  is 
as  fure  of  being  obeyed,  as  I  am  certain  this  watch 
will  ftrike  when  I  prefs  the  fpring,'*  continutd  1, 
making  the  watch,  which  I  htld  in  my  hnnd  repeat 
the  hour;  "whereas  I  underhand  that  Dumourier 
-is  often  obh'ged  to  convince  his  foldiers  qu'i/  a  raijon, 
before  they  will  execute  his  orders." 

**  The  temper  and  national  charafter  of  the  fol- 
diers muft  be  confidtrcd  by  the  General  who  com- 
mands them,  refumed  the  officer;  '*  Frenchmen 
would  be  difpirited,  rendered  good  for  nothing,  or 
would  defert,  if  they  were  treated  with  as  much  fe- 
verity  as  German  and  Ruffian  foldiers.  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  introdudtion  of  the  punifhment  of  the 
cane  (coups  des  batons)  was  one  rcafon  of  the  de- 
fedlion  of  the  army  at  the  beginning  of  the  revolu- 
tion, I  know  that  many  regiments  were  quite  dif- 
^ufted  with  that  praftice.  The  French  and  Germans 
are  as  different  animals  as  grey-hounds  and  fox- 
hounds; they  accomplifh  the  dellriiifiion  of  their 
enemy  by  different  endowments,  and  require  a  very 
different  treatment." 

'  •*  I  do  not  wifh  to  depreciate  the  merit  of  Du- 
mourier," continued  the  officer,  "but  I  muft  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  difadvantage  you  naention  might  be 
compenfated  by  that  enthufiafm,  which  in  the  prefent 
emergency  a6ls  on  the  minds  of  French  foldiers  with 
an  energy  beyond  the  force  of  any  mechanical  fpring. 
Befides,  you  muft  recolledit,  that  it  has  always  been 
a  cuftom  in  France,  to  enlift  foldiers  for  three  or  four 
years  only  ;  for  which  reafon,  great  numbers  of 
youog  tradefmen  and  labourers  choufe  to  go  and  Cerve 
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during  that  time  in  the  army  ;  after  which,  they  re- 
turn to  their  trades  and  villages,  where  their  adven- 
tures in  the  army  are  a  fource  of  converfatlon  to  them- 
felves,  and  of  admiration  to  their  wives  and  children 
for  che  reft  of  their  lives  :  and  when  the  whole  coun- 
try is  called  forth  as  on  the  prefent  occafion,  there 
are  among  the  recruits  of  every  department  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  old  foldiers,  who  not  only  in(lru6l 
the  new  men  in  the  effential  parts  of  the  exercile,  but 
alfo  give  them  an  example  of  regularity  and  obedi-  j 
ence  ;  fo  that  the  hafty  levies  with  which  Dumou 
rier  was  reinforced  at  St.  Mcnehould  were  not  entirely 
raw  recruits. 

November  23^ 

In  keeping  this  journal,  my  objeA  was  not  to  con 
fine  myfelf  to  the  public  events  which  take  place  in  ' 
this  country  at  ihia  critical  peiiod,  but  'a  give  alfo 
fome  idea  ^  of  the  effrS.  which  thcfe  cvcnis  have  on 
tlie  manners  and  fentiments  of  the  pct^ple,  which  I 
imagine  is  better  done  by  relating  fa^-i  and  incidents, 
than  by  general  dcfcription.  With  this  view,  I 
mention  the  following  which  occurred  to  an  Englifh 
gentleman  and  lady  of  my  acquaintance  :  Hearing 
there  was  to  be  a  debate  on  an  impoitant  fubjt  £t  in 
the  Convention,  the  gentleman  hired  two  perlons  to 
go  early  and  keep  places  for  them  in  the  front  of  the 
gallery  oppoli.e  to  the  Prefident.  The  gentleman  : 
and  lady  went  thtmfelves  an  hour  after.  A  fcntinel 
who  was  placed  within  the  gallery,  told  them  there 
was  no  room.  They  faid  that  two  pcrfons  in  the 
front  would  yield  them  their  places,  and  the  two 
pcrfons  rofe  accordingly  and  offered  to  withdraw; 
but  the  people  in  the  gallery  objected  to  the  new 
comers  taking  their  places,  which,  thty  faid,  natu- 
rally belonged  to  thofc  who  fat  nearell.  The  Engliih- 
roan  appealed  to  the  fcntinel :  **  Ma  foi,  citoycn,'* 
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faid  the  centinel,  "  I'afFaire  eft  un  peu  epineufe  ;  you 
muil  let  it  be  judged  by  the  company." 

This  is  the  ufual  way  on  all  difputes  in  the  galle- 
ries J  a  jury  is  immediately  formed  of  the  people  near- 
ell,  who  decide  by  the  plurality  of  votes^  and  their  ver- 
did:  is  always  obeyed. 

The  Englifhman  then  aficed  of  the  company,  whe- 
ther the  two  perfons  whom  he  had  fent  to  the  gallery 
had  not  a  right  to  keep  their  places.  It  was  unani- 
inoufly  agreed  that  they  had;  but  that,  if  they  retired, 
tile  two  who  fat  nearefl:  them  had  a  right  to  the  places 
they  left;  and  fo  every  couple  might  advance  infuccef- 
fion,  but  thofe  who  came  laft  muft  be  content  with  the 
worrt  places,  till  new  vacancies  occurred.  "  But,"  re- 
fumed  the  Englifhman,  "  I  have  paid  thofe  two  men 
for  keeping  places  for  this  lady  and  me,  and  that  we 
fhoiild  have  them  is  founded  on  juftice." — "Mais  non 
pas  {\xx  rSgalitS"  faid  one  of  the  jury;  to  which  opi- 
nion ail  the  reft  adhered.  ^ 

"You  fee,  citizen,"  refumed  the  centinel,  "that 
the  caufe  is  given  againft  you,  and  there  is  no  more  to 
be  faid." 

It  is  not  farpriling  that  this  idea  of  equality  is  very 
fjvourably  received  by  the  loweft  order  of  fociety,  par- 
ticularly according  to  the  fenfe  in  which  many  of  them 
underftand  it ;  and  I  make  no  manner  of  doubt  but 
that  there  are  men  of  acknowledged  dulnefs,  and  wo- 
men decidedly  ugly,  who  would  rejoice  in  a  decree  for 
a-n  equality  of  genius  and  beauty,  and  who,  to  that  va- 
riety in  which  nature  delights,  would  prefer  an  infipid 
monotony  of  talents  and  looks  all  over  the  world. — But 
until  Nature  fhall  iflue  fucha  decree,  the  decrees  of  all 
the  National  Conventions  on  earth  to  eftablifti  egalite 
will  be  vain.  Were  equality  decreed  by  the  univerfal 
confent  of  mankind  this  year,  there  would  be  inequali- 
ty of  riches  and  importance  all  over  the  earth  the  next* 

Vol.  II.  T 
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November  24, 

As  I  walked  to-day  on  the  terrace  of  the  Feuillans, 
which  is  contiguous  to  the  hall  of  the  National  Affem- 
bly,  I  obferved  a  young  man  (landing  on  a  chair :  at 
his  fide  there  was  a  pike  thruft  into  the  ground,  on  "the 
upper  end  of  which  a  fmall  board  was  fixed  with  this 
infcription  :  V Apiin'  de  la  Libcrti^.  A  crowd  furroun- 
ded  him,  to  whom  he  harrangued  in  praife  of  the  glo- 
rious revolution  of  the  loth  of  Augull,  and  of  the  pa- 
triots to  whom  France  owed  its  liberty,  which  he  af- 
fcrted  to  be  thofe  determined  men,  who  were  on  tl.c 
preceding  night  appointed  to  be  of  the  General  Coun- 
cil of  the  Commune,  and  not  the  Briflbts,  Vergniauds, 
Guadets,  Buzots,  arid  ftill  Icfs  Louvetj  the  calumniator 
of  Robefpierre.  He  faid,  that  all  thefe  men,  with  Ro- 
land at  their  head,  were  doing  every  thing  they  could 
to  fave  the  life  of  Louis  Capet,  the  various  inftanccs  of 
whofe  perjury  he  attempted  to  prove,  as  well  as  his  in- 
gratitude to  the  Nation,  which  had  behaved  fo  gene- 
roully  to  him.  "  But,"  he  added,  <<  Lewis  the  traitor 
has  now  filled  up  the  meafure  of  his  treachery  (o  high, 
that  even  his  friends  in  the  affembly  could  not  deny  his 
guilt,  though  they  were  driving  with  all  their  cunning 
to  fave  his  life." 

This  fellow  was  evidently  hired  to  animate  the  popu- 
lace againft  Roland  and  his  friends,  and  make  them 
confider  every  attempt  to  poftpone  or  evade  the  con- 
demnation of  the  King  as  a  proof  of  their  arirtocracy 
and  treachery.  No  fovereign  that  ever  reigned  has 
had  more  pains  taken  to  miflead  and  impofe  upon  his 
judgment,  than  the  Peuple  ISouverain  who  at  prefent 
governs  France  ;  and  being  naturally  of  a  thoughtlefs 
and  giddy.chararter,  it  is  no  wonder  he  falls  into  the 
(hares  which  arc  fo  artfully  laid  for  him. 

November  25. 

That  fpirit  of  hatred  and  accufation  which  prevails 
in  the  Convention  has  extended  to  the  Generals  of  the 
armies,  and  fcems  to  augment  daily  in  this  j^lace, 
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Some  weeks  ago,  Cufiine,  in  a  letter  which  was  read 
in  the  alTcmbly,  accul^d  Kellermann  of  negligence,  or 
romerhing  vvorfc,  in  having  permitted  the  Pruffians  and 
HciTians  to  efcape  out  of  France,  and  reach  Cohlentz. 

He  aflerted,  that  if  Kellermann  had  pafled  the  Mo> 
celle  and  the  Sarre,  he  would  have  made  himfelf  raaf- 
ter  of  Treves  and  Coblentz  with  little  difficulty ;  and 
he  referred  to  {latements  which  he  fent  at  the  fame  time, 
to  prove  the  truth  of  his  accufation. 

The  Commiinoners  who  had  been  in  Kellermann's 
army,  and  had  feen  the  correfpondencc  between  him 
and  Cuftine,  declared  that  it  would  have  been  highly 
imprudent  in  the  former,  to  have  joined  Cuftine  with 
his  cavalry  at  Treves  at  the  time  it  was  demanded. 

When  Cuftine  fent  this  letter  to  the  Convention,  he 
wrote  at  the  fame  time  to  Kellermann  informing  him  of 
it.  Kellermann  alfo  wrote  to  the  Convention,  and  has 
this  expreffion  in  his  letter ;  Les  inculpations  de  Cujiine 
nont  fu  etre  tcrites  que  dant  h  njin^. 

On  this  cccafion,  it  happens  fortunately  that  thofe 
Generals  are  particularly  attached  to  neither  party.  If 
they  were,  their  military  ikill,  as  well  as  their  patriotifm 
fnouid  be  eftimated,  ?.s  is  the  cafe  in  other  countries, 
according  to  the  political  party  to  which  they  belong- 
ed ;  and  he,  who  was  eftecmed  a  good  General  by  one 
fet  of  men  becaufe  he  was  of  their  party,  would  have 
been  called  a  bad  one  by  another  for  that  very  reafon. 

Eut  as  in  this  infiance  the  fpirit  of  party  has  not  in- 
terfered, both  are  fpokcn  of  as  good  officers  and  faith- 
ful fervants  to  the  public,  and  their  mifunderftanding  is 
univerfally  regretted. 

A  member  in  the  Convention  having  fpoken  highly 
of  the  recent  fucceffes  of  Cuftine,  another  immediately 

-   The  accufations  of  Cuftine  irruft  have  been  rr.ade  in  his  cups. 
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obferved,  that  if  the  fuccefies  of  Cuftine,  whirh  were 
immediately  before  their  eyes,  had  enlarged  their  exter- 
nal dominions,   Kellermann's   vidiory  of  the   20th   of 

September  had  faved  the  interior  parts  of  France. • 

This  y^as  equally  applauded  by  both  parties. 

In  confecpience  of  Ciidine's  accufation,  Kdlermann 
was  called  from  his  army?  and  has  been  for  {ovne  time 
in  Paris.  He  is  by  birth  a  German,  and  ferved  for  ma- 
ny jears  in  the  (jerman  armies.  I  have  been  feveral 
times  in  company  with  him.  Once,  when  feveral  Depu- 
ties were  prefent,  he  could  not  abftain  from  fpeaking 
with  indignation  of  the  accufation  of  Culline,  which 
gave  him  no  otherwifc  uncafinefs,  he  faid,  than  as  it 
obliged  him  to  remain  inatlive  at  Paris,  while  the  brave 
army  he  had  commanded  were  in  the  field.  Kdler- 
mann is  a  man  of  plain  manners  conveying  the  idea  of 
fincerity,  and  whofe  talents  are  calculated  to  render  him 
much  more  brilliant  at  the  head  of  an  army  than  in 
converfation.  '1  here  is  no  doubt  of  his  being  foon  rcfto- 
red  to  his  command. 

November  26. 

In  a  company  of  bourgeois,  a  pcrfon  was  lamenting 
veflerday  the  fatal  efferts  which  might  happen  from 
difcord  ;  but  added,  he  underftood  tl  at  the  two  politi- 
cal parties  vvcrc  on"  the  point  of  uniting. 

On  win'ch  a  chcmift  who  was  prefent,  fiiaking  his 
head,  faid,  he  quellioned  it  very  much  :  **  becaufe," 
continued  he,  "  fmce  fear  did  not  comprefs  them  to- 
gether when  tlic  Pruffian  r.nd  Auflrinn  armies  weread- 
vancin;j^  into  the  heart  of  the  country,  there  is  little 
probabihty  that  fiich  heterogeneous  fubllanccs  will 
unite  by  eledtive  attrati^ion." 

However  pcdanllc  the  chemift's  language  m?y  he 
ihoiu^ht,  his  arjjumcrit  fctirs  juft.: — Krery  day,  i  am 
more  and  more  confiimL-d  in  the  opTnion,  that  the  an;- 
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mofity  between  tlie  two  parties  will  never  end  but  in 
the  deftru6lion  ofone  of  them;  and  fome  people  think 
that  Roland  and  his  party  would  have  been  overfet  be- 
fore now,  had  it  not  been  for  the  federes,  particularly 
thofe  from  Marfeilles,  who  are  now  at  Paris. 

The  efFe6t  which  their  name  has  on  the  minds  of  the 
fuburb  fans-culottes  is  wonderful — this  greatly  vexes 
Marat.  In  one  of  his  journals,  he  infinuates  thatDu- 
mourier  expofed  the  Parifian  battalions  at  the  battle  of 
Jemmappe,  more  than  the  reft  of  the  army,  on  purpofe 
to  have  them  dcftroyed;  and  that  this  was  done  in 
compliance  with  the  directions  he  received  from  Ro- 
land, .BrifTot,  and  that  party.  His  words  are;  Pour 
aflurer  le  faeces  de  leurs  projets  ambitieux,  ces  tyrana 
ont  enleves  notre  bouillante  jeuneffe,  toujours  la  pre- 
miere a  marcher  contre  les  fuppots  du  dcfpotifme,  et  a 
former  une  barriere  autour  des  defenfeurs  du  peuple.'* 
He  afterwards  mentions  what  this  bouillante  jeuneffe 
confifted  of  "  nos  forts-de-la-halle,"  continues  he, 
**  nos  charbonniers,  ncs  cochers  de  place." 

Thofe  who  have  feen  Marat,  and  are  acquainted 
with  the  manners  and  fentiments  of  Cl-.abot,  Legendre, 
Merlin  de  Thionville,  and  fome  other  of  his  coadju- 
tors, will  not  be  furprifed  at  their  having  fome  partia- 
lity to  hackney  coachmen,  colliers,  a'nd  whatever  is 
rough  and  vulgar. 

A  writer  of  great  ingenuity  and  eminence  regrets, 
that  "  we  fhall  never  more  behold  that  generous  loyalty 
to  rank  and  fex,  that  proud  fubmifiion,  that  dignified 
obedience,  that  fubordination  of  the  heart,  which  kept 
alive,  even  in  fervitude  itlelf,  the  fpirit  of  an  exalted 
freedom;"  and  adds,  that  with.thefe  are  alfo  fled 
**  that  fenfibiiity  of  principle,  that  chaility  of  honour, 
which  felt  a  ftain  like  a  wound,  which  infpired  cou- 
rage while  it  mitigated  ferocity,  which  ennobled  what- 
ever it  touched,  and  under  which  vice  itjAfloJl  half  its 
evilf  hy  lofin^  all  its  groffnefs.^^ 
■  T   2 
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Notwithflanding,  the  fplendid  elegance  and  force  ^f 
the  conckKlIng  fentiment  has  been  ccniured.  No  mnn, 
Jiowever,  can  with  lefr>  rcalon,  tlian  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman above  alluded  to,  be  fuppofed  to  mean  this  as  a 
palliative  for  vice  of  any  kind  ;  and  it  is  mull  certain,  ' 
that  in  general  fociety,  politcnefs  is  a  convenient  fnb- 
ftitute  for  benevolence,  and  that  when  rude  and  po- 
llfhtd  men  are  equally  vicious,  the  latter  are  always  lef? 
difgufting  and  lometimes  lefs  mifchievous  than  the  for* 
mer.  A  favage,  when  I^e  hates  a  man,  or  has  a  violent 
dtfire  for  a  woman,  will  murder  the  one  and  ravifli  the 
other;  in  polifhed  fociety,  a  man  with  the  fame  paf- 
fions  will  do  neither.  It  is  equally  true,  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  groffnefs  of  vice  may  be  removed,  without  a 
grain  of  its  intrinfic  wickednefs  ^'elng  removed  with 
it.  The  courtier,  who,  in  elegant  terms,  proftfleS 
friendihlp  to  the  man  he  is  endeavouring  to  fupplant, 
and  politely  careflVs  thofe  he  means  to  betray,  exiubits 
as  much  genuine  vice  as  the  moil  vulgar  footpad  that 
ever  knocked  a  man  down,  or  niformed  againll  his  ac- 
complice. 

All  the  refinements  of  courts  cannot  alter  the  nature 
of  falfehood,  ingratitude,  or  treachery  ;  nor  can  all  the 
perfumes  of  the  Eaft  fweeten  the  corruption  of  vice. — 
On  the  whole,  ihougli  pollfn  in  fome  cafes  renders  vice 
lefs  mifchievous  than  it  would  othevwlfe  be,  in  other 
cafes  it  may  make  it  more  dangerous  by  being  more  at- 
tradive;  like  furbiflilng  the  knife  of  a  child,  which 
does  leatt  harm  when  lufty,  and  is  moll  dangerous 
when  brilliant. 

The  deputies   above-mentioned,  and  others  of  the 

Convention,   cannot  have   this  laid    to  their  charge; 

their  naufeovis  manners  and  debafing  fentiments  exhibit 

vice  in  its  native  deformity. 

Novemhcr  27. 

Affertions  frequently  and  boldly  repeated  feldom  fall 
to  make  an  imprcflion  on  the  raindi  of  the  populacc^^ 
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and  at  length  to  gain  belief,  in  fplte  of  the  mofl:   clear 
and  rational  evidence  of  their  falfehood. 

Marat  has  been  exciting  the  people  to  mutual  ran- 
cour, to  pi-iaging,  and  cuttmg  each  other's  throats, 
fince  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution  ;  but  he  aiTures 
them  in  all  his  fpeeches,  and  he  tells  them  every  morn- 
ing in  his  journal,  that  he  is  I'Ami  du  Peupie ! — and 
the  populace  believe  them. 

It  is  unlverfally  known,  that  the  Girondifts  excul- 
pate the  citizrns  of  Paris  from  the  horrid  crimes  of 
September ;  whereas  Robefpierre,  St.  Andre,  Tallien, 
Chabot,  Bazire,  and  all  that  party,  aiTert,  that  the 
maffacres  were  committed  by  the  people.  But  as,  at 
the  fame  time,  St.  Andre  always  calls  them  "  le  boa 
peupie.".  Marat  fays,  "  he  carries  them  in  his  heart," 
and  Robefpierre  declares  "  he  would  willingly  facrifice 
his  life  for  them/'  the  populace  confider  this  faction  as 
their  friends,  and  look  on  Roland  and  the  Girondiftsr 
as  their  calumniators. 

It  is  alfo  notorious,  that  Roland,  Cla\aere,  Genfon- 
net,  Guadet,  and  '  the  other  leaders  of  that  party  are 
i-epublicans  ;  that  they  made  open  attempts  to  eftablifh 
that  form  of  government,  at  the  tim.e  the  king  was 
brought  back  from  Varennes  ;  that  Robefpierre,  Dan- 
ton,  and  many  of  their  friends  oppofed  it,  and  declaim- 
ed in  the  Jacobin  Society  againft  it,  and  in  favor  of 
monarchy.  Yet,  as  the  favouring  of  monarchy  is  now 
confidered  as  the  greateft  of  all  crimes,  thofe  very  per- 
fons  accufe  the  Girondifts  of  that  crime,  and  of  being 
determined  enemies  to  the  Republic  ;  which  affertions, 
by  dint  of  repetition,  begin  to  be  believed  ;  and  Ro- 
land, Briffot,  Guadet,  and  the  whole  of  that  party,  are 
of  courfe  becoming  daily  lefs  popular. 

In  a  fmall  company,  a  few  days  fince,  a  perfon  re- 
raaiked,  "  That  the  great  fondnefs  which  Robefpierre, 
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Danton,  and  fome  others,  (hewed  for  a  republican  form 
of  government,  was  of  a  very  late  date  ;  and  that  altho' 
they  difplayed  fuch  deadly  rancour  againft  Lewis  XVI. 
by  whom  they  they  thouglit  they  never  could  be  for- 
given, yet  they  had  no  hatred  to  monarchy,  provided 
they  could  have  a  king  of  their  own  choofing." 

Another  of  the  company  obfcrved,  *'  That  he  could 
not  believe  that  fo  fierce  and  infolent  a  fpirit  as  Dan- 
ton  would  bear  to  fee  any  king  eftabllihed  In  France.'* 

**  I  am  convinced,  however,"  faid  a  third,  **that  he 
would  like  well  enough  to  fee  M.  Egalite  on  the 
throne." 

*'  Remember,"  refamed  the  firft  fpeaker,  "  what 
Benferade  faid,  when  he  was  told  that  a  certain  lady 
was  fond  of  the  Due  de  la  Vantadour,  who  was  the 
uglieft  man  In  France  :  *'  Parbleu,  fi  elle  aime  cdulla, 
elle  en  almera  blen  un  autre*." 

November  28. 

It  is  not  furprlzing,  that  a'peoplc  of  great  fenfibility, 
and  naturally  verfatile,  Ihould  fly  from  one  extreme  to 
another  ;  yet  one  would  hardly  have  cxpcdled  that  Re- 
publican manners  would  have  been  fo  much  to  the  talte 
of  the  French  nation. 

There  is,  however,  in  Paris  at  prefent,  a  great  affec- 
tation of  that  plainnefs  in  drefs,  and  fimplicity  of  ex- 
preflion,  which  are  fuppofed  to  belong  to  Republicans. 
I  have  fometimes  been  In  company,  fince  I  came  laft  to 
Paris,  with  a  young  man,  of  one  of  the  firll  families  in 
France,  who,  contrary  to  the  wIHies  and  example  of  his 
relations,  is  a  violent  democrat.  He  came  into  the 
box  where  I  was  laft  night  at  the  play-houfe  ;  he  was 
in  boots,  his  hair  cropt,  and  his  whole  drefs  llovenly  : 

"*  If  (he  can  love  bim,  flic  will  fooD  lov(  another» 


;l 
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on  this  being  taken  notice  of,  he  faid,  "  That  lie  was 
accuftoming  hitnfelf  to  appear  h"ke  a  Republican."  It 
reminded  me  of  a  lady,  who  being  reproached  with 
having  a  very  ugly  man  for  her  lover,  faid,  C^ejl  pout 
m\iccoutumer  a  la  laideur  de  mon  mari*. 

They  begin  to  Ititoyer  each  other,  that  is,  to  ufe  in 
converfation  the  lingular  pronoun  tii^  inftead  of  the 
plural  njouiy  as  the  Romans  did,  and  the  Quakers  do. 
They  have  fubftituted  the  name  Citoyen,  for  Monfieur, 
when  talking  to  or  of  any  perfon  ;  but  more  frequently, 
particularly  in  the  National  Aflembly,  they  pronounce 
the  name  fimply,  as  Buzot,  Guadet,  Vergniaud.  It 
has  even  been  propofed  in  fome  of  the  journals,  that 
the  cuftom  of  taking  off  the  hat  and  bowing  the  head 
fhould  be  abolifhed,  as  remains  of  the-  ancient  flavery, 
and  unbecoming  the  independent  fpirit  of  free  men; 
jnllead  of  which  they  are  defired,  on  meeting  their  ac- 
quaintance in  the  ilreet,  to  place  their  right  hand  to 
their  heart  as  a  fign  of  cordiality. 

All  this  appears  a  little  premature.  If  the  Repub- 
lic is  permanent,  new  manners  will  gradually  be  intro- 
duced, and  a  new  national  charadler  will  of  courfe  be 
formed ;  but  fo  very  fudden  a  change  of  decoration  is 
too  much  in  the  llyle  of  a  harlequin  entertainment  to 
be  durable.  The  example  of  the  Greeks  and  P^omans 
is,  in  my  opinion,  too  often  held  out ;  and  when  I  hear 
the  names  of  Lycurgus  and  Brutus  and  Cato,  repeated 
in  the  Convention,  it  raifes  recolle'ftions  which  are  not 
favourable  to  thofe  legiflators  and  patriots  to  whofe 
debates  I  am  liftening.  One  of  the  belt  obfervations  I 
have  feen  in  any  of  Marat's  journals,  is  the  following ,: 
After  fneering  at  fome  of  the  deputies,  on  account  of 
their  high  pretenlions  to  patriotifm,  he  adds,  Thefe 
are  the  the  men,  who  are  on  every  flight  occafion,  tel- 
ling us,  *  Souvenez-vous  que  nous  fommes  Republicanism 

*  It  is  to  accuPiom  myfelf  to  the  uglincfs  of  my  hufband. 


[      226       ] 

f]ue  tout  cc  qui  n'eft  pas  grand  ct  fublime  n'eft  pa- 

tligne  de  nous.' — "  Meflienrs,  fnyez  d'ftbord  honnc". 

gens  :  aprcs  cela,  voua  fertz  dtS  Camille,  des  Regulu  . 
des  Catons,  fi  vous  le  pouvez*." 

David, the  celebrated  painter,  who  is  a  member  of  tl. 
Convention  and  a  zealous    Republican,    lias  fketchcd 
fome    defigns  for  a  republican    drefs,  which    he  leer,. ; 
eager  to  have  introduced  ;  it  reftmbles  the  old  Span:  ii 
drcfs,  confining  of  a  jaclict  with  tight    trowfcrs,  a  co.it 
without  fleeves  above  the  jacket,  a  fhort  cloak,    which 
may  eitlierhang  loofe  from  the  left  fhoulder  or  be  drawn 
over  both  :  a  belt  to  which  two  pillols  and  a  fword  may 
be  attached,  a  round  hat  and  feather,    are  alfo  psrt  of 
this  drcfs,  according  to  the  (ketches  of  David ;  i;i  which 
full  as  much  attention  is  paid  to  pi6turefque  efFc6l  as 
to  conveniency.     This  artift  is  ufing  all  his  influence, 
I  underfland,  to  engage  his  friends  to  adopt  it,  and  is  ; 
in  hopes  that  the  Municipality  of   Paris  will  appear  in  t 
it  at  a  public  feaft,  or  rejoicing,  which  is  cxpe6lcd  foon. 
I  faid  to  the  perfon  who  gave  me  this   account,  *'  that  » 
1  wnsfiirprifed  that  David,  who  was  fo  great  a  patriot,  j 
fhould  be  fo  anxious  about  an  objedl  of  this  kind." 


1 


He  anfwered,  "  that  David  had  been  a  painter  before 
he  was  a  patriot  ." 

Part  of  this  drtfs  is  already  adopted  by  many;  but  I 
have  only  feen  one  perfon  in  public  completely  tquippcd 
with  the  whole;  and  as  he  had  manjiged  it,  his  appear- 
ance was  rather  fantaftical. 

His  jacket  and  trowferswere  blue;  his  coat,  through 
which  the  blue  flctvt  s  appeared,  was  white  with  a  fear-  } 
Ut  cape;  his  round  hat  was  amply  fupplicd  with  plum- 

*    RcmemKer  that  wf  are  Rfpubllcans,  tint  nothing  but  what  is 
great  and  ("uMimc  is  worthy  of  lis.  —  Pray,  gfntlcmcn,  tiy  in  thf  lirft  J 
placp  to  be  honed  men  ;  after  thjt,  cavh  cf  you  m^y  bftomc  a  Cam.- 
liu£,  a  Rcgulus,  or  a  Cato,  if  he  can. 
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age ;  he  had  two  pitlols  iluck  in  his  belt,  and  a  very ' 
formidable  fabre  at  his  fide;  he  is  a  tall  man,  and  of  a 
very  warlike  figure  ;  1  took  him  for  a  Major  of  Dra- 
goons at  leaft ;  on  enquiry   I  find  he  is  a  minature 
painter. 

November  29, 

General  Kellermann  is  reftored  to  his  command,  and 
is  to  fet  out  for  the  army  in  a  few  days:  having  heard 
that  he  was  to  be  at  the  Jacobin  Society  lait  night  I 
went  there. 

The  General  made  a  fhort  fpeech,  importing  that 
he  had  come  to  take  his  leave  of  the  friends  of  the 
people  previous  to  his  leaving  Paris.  The  General  is 
no  orator,  nor  did  he  attempt  eloquence ;  what  he 
faid,  however,  was  applauded.  One  of  his  friends  rofe, 
and  demanded  that  he  might  be  received  as  a  member 
into  the  Society:  this  propof^^l  occafioned  a  murmur, 
which  furprifed  me  after  the  applaufe  with  which  the 
General  himfelf  had  been  heard. 

I  foon  underftood  from  thofe  around  me,  that  this 
manner  of  propofing  a  member  was  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  the  Society  :  that  if  he  wi(hed  to  be  admitted, 
he  ought  to  have  made  the  propofal  himfelf,  fince  he 
v^ras  prefent,  and  not  by  deputation.  Ohe  of  the  Mem- 
bers whifpered  the  General,  who  immediately  rofe,  and 
afked  the  favor  of  being  received  a  member  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

Still  there  was  a  demur  and  whifpering  through  tlie 
hall.  I  heard  fome  who  v/ere  near  me  fay,  that  the 
ufual  formalities  ought  not  to  be  difpenfed  v»'ith, 
it  was  a  bad  precedent;  others  might  expedl  to  be  ad- 
mitted in  the  fame  manner :  it  was  unworthy  of  Re- 
publicans to  pay  any  regard  to  his  rank  in  the  army, 
&c.  &c. 
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The  General  rofe  again,  and  declared,  that  he  had 
not  been  acquainted  with  the  particular  foiina  of  the 
Jacobin  Society  of  Paris,  otherwife  he  would  have 
llridly  obferved  them  in  the  application  he  made  ;  that 
perhaps  it  was  too  late,  as  he  fliould  be  obliged  fo  Toon 
to  fet  out  for  the  army  ;  that  he  had  imagined  they 
might  be  the  lefs  neceflary  in  his  cafe,  as  he  was  al- 
ready a  member  of  the  Jacobin  Society  of  Strafburg, 
and  he  had  been  fomctimts  honored  wiih  the  name  of 
the  Jacobin  General.  Cicero  could  have  faid  nothing 
more  perfuafive  thnn  this.  Kellermann  was  declared 
a  member  amidft  the  applaufe  of  all  prefent. 

The  Prefident  gave  him  the  kifs  of  fraternity,  and 
made  bim  a  fiiort  addrefs,  the  tendency  of  which  was  , 
to  wifii  him  viftory,  and  that  he  might  fpread  the  fen- 
timents  of  liberty  and  equality  ?mong  the  fuperftitiovs 
ilavcs  of  Italy,  and  infpire  the  fubjefls  tf  the  Pope 
with  the  fcntiments  of  the  Roman  Republic:  he  f.ni- 
flied  by  exhorting  the  General  not  to  allow  his  mind  to 
be  elated  by  the  vidories  which  he  had  already  obtain- 
ed, or  thofe  which  the  army  of  the  Republic  might 
hereafter  obtain  under  his  command  ;  but  remember, 
tliat  after  them  all,  he  mud  return  to  the  condition  of 
a  private  citizen,  and  be  refpeded,  not  according  to 
the  rank  he  was  vaifed  to  in  the  aimy,  but  according  to 
Lis  virtues,  and  the  fervice  he  had  rendered  to  his 
country, 

Kel'ermann  heard  this  admonition  v.'th  the  grave 
and  refpedful  air  of  a  timid  iludent  receiving  inftruc- 
ti(ms  from  a  Profefibr. 

After  this,  a  member  of  the  Society,  whofe  (?.ct;  I 
had  never  Icen,  and  whofc  name  I  do  not  remember, 
afcended  the  tribune,  and  mad«:  a  tedious  and  difgulc- 
ing  harangue,  to  prove  the  right  the  Nation  has  to  try 
and  condemn  the  King;  reprefenting  all  the  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  his   inviolability  as  fophiftlcal,  and 
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hinting  th'at  thofe  who  ufed  them  were  traitors  to  their 
country :  the  orator  added  every  thing  that  malice 
could  fuggeft,  to  inflame  the  audience  againft  the  un- 
fortunate Monarch.  Among  other  aflertions,  unfup- 
ported  by  probability  or  proof,  he  faid,  *'  that  the 
Kvjig  had  gone  from  the  TuiHerles  to  the  Aflembly 
Hall  partly  from  fear  of  being  wounded  or  killed  du- 
ring the  attack  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  made  on 
the  people,  and  partly  with  a  view  to  point  out  the 
members  he  wifhed  to  be  murdered  by  the  Swifs,  and 
by  the  Chevaliers  duPoignard,  whom  he  expefted  every 
mom.ent  to  fee  enter  the  Hall,  reeking  from  the  flaugh- 
tcr  of  the  citizens.  He  reprefented  the  Queen  in  the 
fame  light :  and  concluded,  that  both  merited  an  im- 
mediate and  ignominious  death ;  "  at  which  fome  wo- 
man-in  the  galleries,  who  had  fhewn  much  fatisfadlion 
dming  the  difcourfe,  exclaimed,  "  Oui,  oulJ* 

November  jc. 

When  I  returned  from  the  Jacobins  laft  night,  I  ex- 
pre0ed  t(^  the  perfcn  who  had  procured  me  admiffion, 
my  furprife  at  the  hefitation  in  receiving  Kellermann  as 
a  member.  **  I  ihould  have  thought, "  faid  I,  "  that 
they  would  have  been  eager  to  admit  a  vidlorious  Ge- 
neral.'' 

*'  In  my  opinion  they  were  in  the  right  to  hefitate," 
he  reph'ed  :  '*  no  let  of  men  are  fo  apt  to  over-value 
themTelves  as  thofe  who  are  at  the  head  of  armies  :— — 
they  talk  of  their  victories  as  if  they  had  been  gained, 
like  that  of  Sampfon,  by  the  ftrength  of  one  arm; 
wiiercas  notliing  is  more  certain,  than  that  vidlories 
ari  often  obtained  by  the  valour  of  the  troops,  in  fpite 
of  the  blunders  of  their  Generals.  "  Kellermann,"  con- 
tinued he,  "  did  his  duty  at  Valmy ;  fo  did  every  fol- 
dier  of  his  army,  in  which  it  cannot  be  doubted  there 
are  at  leaft  an  hundred  who  are  as  fit  to  command  as  he, 
and  fome  of  them,  in  all  probabiUty,  more  fo  ; — and 

Vol.  II.  ,  U 
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are  thofe  gentry  to  cxptd  to  be  admitted  into  a  fociety 
like  tliat  of  the  Jacob'ns,  wltliout  obfcrving  the  fame 
forms  with  others?  No,  no,  fuch  dillin6^Ions  arc  d.:n- 
gcTous  to  hbcrty,  particularly  when  bellowed  on  the 
General  of  an  army.  "Who  was  it,"  continued  he, 
**  that  ovei tihned  the  Roman  Republic  ?  Julius  Ciefar, 
the  General  of  an  army.  Who  dimifftd  the  Parlia- 
ment of  England,  and  ellabliftied  mihiary  defpotifm  ? 
Oliver  Cromwell,  the  General  of  an  army.  Who  re- 
Itorcd  royalty  in  the  iame  country?  Monk,  the  General 
of  an  army." 

**  Do  you  Imagine,"  faid  I,  "  that  little  mortifica- 
tions of  this  kind  will  prevent  fimilar  events  from  hap- 
pening in  France?  All  thofe  who  are  at  the  head  of 
your  armies  may  not  have  the  moderation  of  Waflilng- 
ton." 

it  "^Yg  jIq  pqj  |.g]y.  Q^^  ^i^p  moderation  of  our  Gene- 
rals," anfwered  he,  "  but  on  the  fpirit  of  freedom 
wlilch  pervades  the  French  armies,  and  will  prove  a 
check  to  the  ambitious  or  treacherous  views  of  their 
leaders.  This  Ipirit  did  not  cxHl  in  any  of  the  armies 
above  mentioned.  The  army  of  Cxfar  looked  up  to 
him,  and  to  him  only  ;  at  his  order  they  marched 
with  as  little  reluftance  againft  the  Senate,  as  againll 
the  Gauls  :  the  armii  s  of  Cromwell  and  Monk  were  fo 
deceived  and  modelled,  as  to  become  the  blind  Inllru- 
ments  of  the  will  of  their  Generals :  the  armies  of 
France  are  more  enlightened,  and  are  organiftd  in  a 
different  manner  ;  they  will  follow  their  leaders  agnmil 
the  foreign  enemy,  but  not  againll  their  country.  No 
Gtneral  was  ever  more  popular  than  La  layttte  ;  yet 
he  would  have  been  arreiled  in  the  midllof  his  o\<n  army, 
if  he  had  not  fled  ;  and  if  tlie  Convention  thought  pro- 
per, they  could  arrcll  Dumourier  to-morrow  in  the 
middle  of  his,  notwithllanding  all  his  vlt^ories.  But 
civil  '.oTiours  and  dillin<^ions  would  render  the  General( 
of  armies  more  dangerous ;  and  therefore,  m  civil  foci 


I 
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cty,  they  fliould  be  made  to  feel  themfelves  on  a  level 
with  their  fellow-citizens,  and  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the 
fame  regulations  in  public  focieties  with  the  other  mem- 
bers. Every  kind  of  particular  diftinftion  fhewn  to 
profefiional  rank,  or  to  birth,  is  unworthy  of  the  inde- 
pendent fpirit  of  Republicans  ;  and  you  might  obferve,'* 
continued  he,  "  that  when  citoyen  Egalite  entered  and 
feated  himfelf  by  you,  his  appearance  produced  no  fen- 
fation  : — no  notice  was  taken  of  him." 

*'  Forgive  me,'*  anfwersd  I,  "  his  entrance  did  pro- 
duce afenfation  ;  and  if  I  had  not  before  been  acquaint- 
ed with  his  perfon,  I  fhould  have  guefled  it  to  be  him, 
by  an  afFe6lation  whxh  I  remarked  in  thofe  around, 
not  to  take  notice  of  him." 

December  i. 

Few  things  ihock  a  ftranger  more  on  his  firft  arrival 
in  this  country,  than  the  unrelenting  and  indelicate 
ftyle  in  which  the  Qu^een  is  fpoken  of;  and  nothing 
feems  more  contrary  to  what  v/as  formerly  confidertd 
as  charafteriftic  of  the  French  nation.  They  have  been 
often  accufed  of  paying  fo  great  an  attention  to  po- 
litenefs,  that  they  negleded  morality  ;  they  are  now 
in  danger  of  neglecting  the  firft,  without  paying  more 
attention  to  the  fecond,  and  of  lofing  every  attribute 
of  courtiers,  except  that  of  abandoning  the  unfortu- 
nate. 

The  report  in  the  name  of  the  Committee  of  Legif- 
lation,  on  the  mode  of  condu(fting  the  King's  trial, 
was  read  lately  in  the  Convention  by  Maiihe: — after 
which,  he  faid,  "  We  have  faid  nothing  of  Marie  An- 
toinette ;  what  right  has  flie  to  have  her  cafe  confound- 
ed with  that  of  Lewis  XVI  ?  The  lives  of  thofe  wo- 
men v.'ho  have  had  the  titles  of  Queen  of  Francewere 
never  confidered  as  more  inviolable  or  more  facred  than 
thofe  of  other  rebels  or  confpirators ;  therefore,  in  cafe 
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you  tiiiiik  proper  to  bring  a  decree  of  accufation  a^^ainfl 
her,  (lie  will  of  courfe  be  tried  by  fume  of  the  ordinajy 
criminal  courts." 

As  the  mode  of  tryiiif;^  the  King  was  the  fole  object 
fubmittcd  to  the  confiJeratlon  of  the  committee,  I  was 
refle6liiig  ^\hat  could  be  tliis  man's  motive  for  depart- 
ing from  the  fubje^l  of  the  report,  on  purpof^  to  make 
this  brutal  attack  on  the  Queen;  but  when  he  iiad 
linidied,  and  I  heard  the  galleries  refound  with  applaufe, 
T  was  no  longer  at  a  lofs.  As  foon  as  the  noik  was 
over,  I  heard  one  of  the  Deputies  fay  to  his  neighbour, 
**  I  fliould  not  be  fiirprifcd,  that  fl.e  were  condemned 
to  occupy  Madam  de  la  Motte's  vacant  place  at  the 
Bicctre*." 

But  what  furprifed  me  more  than  any  thing  I  have 
hadoccafion  toobferve  on  thisfubjcft,  was  a  converfa- 
tion  I  had  at  a  cofree-houfe,in  the  Palais  Royal,  with  a 
perfon  I  have  fometimcs  accidentally  met  there  :  he  is 
a  man  of  a  grave  and  refpe^lable  appearance,  of  about 
forty-five  or  fifty  years  of  ag^,  well  drefied,  but  rather 
in  the  ftylc  that  was  fafliionahlc  before,  than  fince  the 
Revolution.  He  is  not  a  member  of  the  Convention, 
but  I  had  fcen  liim  there  often,  and  had  fometimcs  con- 
verfed  with  him  :  I  took  him  for  a  man  of  modti-ation 
and  hnmarity,  he  now  convinced  me  how  much  I  h:id 
been  miftakcn.  I  afked  lilm  a  qwellion  concerning  the 
intended  trial  of  the  King — there  was  nothing  remark- 
able in  his  anfv\-er.  I  then  faid  fomething  cxprcfllve  of 
fympnthy  for  the  deploiTible  fituatlon  of  the  Qiicen  : 
his  eyes  kindled,  and  his  countenance  altered  at  the 
name;  the  mention  of  the  Qreen  affej^ed  him  as  that 
of  chivalry  did  Don  Qi)ixote  ;  his  difcourfe,  from  that 
of  a  man  of  fenfc,  became  the  ravings  of  a  mad  man  } 

•  The  pcrfon's  nntie  who  mnJe  this  liarOi  anJ  indecent  fpcfch,  is 
in  my  on?;iiMl  jnurnAl  ;  I  omit  it  here,  becjofc  I  alicrwar^is  knew  of 
1  -.'cry  ciTcntiAl  fcrvtce  which  he  reiidcred  to  tn  unfortunate  Mmignnt. 
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he  poured  out  the  moil  illiberal  torrent  of  rancoroup 
abufe  ao^ainil  her  that  I  ever  heard;  and  concluded  the 
whole  with  this  horrid  fentiment,  which  I  tranllate  lite- 
rally :  "  1  hope  i/?at  woman  will  be  obliged  to  drink 
the  full  draught  of  inifery  which  is  poured  out  for  her, 
to  the  very  dregs. 

The  rancour  which  in  this  country  is  manifefted 
a^ainft  the  Qiieen,  is  more  violent  and  more  unaccount- 
able th^n  even  that  which  appeared  in  Scotland  againffc 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  though  many  circumilances 
concurred  to  create  a  jealoufy  in  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Scotland  againft  their  Sovereign,  v.'hich  do  not 
exiil  in  the  other  inflance.  Endowed  with  unrivalled 
beauty,  and  adorned  with  every  elegant  accompl'fhment, 
Mary  had  been  accuftomed  to  the  fplendor  of  a  licen- 
tious Court,  over  which  prefided  an  unprincipled  wo- 
man, of  v;hofe  politics,  gallantry  was  a  principal  engine. 
She  returned  to  her  native  country  at  a  time  when  it 
was  fo  over  (hadowcd  with  fanatical  gloom,  that  the  in- 
habitants  considered  gaiety  as  fmful,  and  pleafure  as  a 
profanation. 

Mary  was  of  a  religion  which  the  Scottifh  nation 
held  in  abhorrence  :  how  could  a  people  endure  the 
varied  ornamentCvd  robes  of  Popery,  in  whofe  eyes  the 
decent  furplke  of  the  Church  of  England  wasdetefted, 
as  a  rag  of  the  ftrumpet  of  Babylon,  whofe  worfhip 
they  fufpedted  their  young  Queen  widied  to  introduce 
into  her  native  country  ; 

The  manners  of  the  Court  of  Vienna  were  very  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  of  the  Louvre  ;  and  the  character  of^ 
Maria  Therefa  was  the  revei-fe  of  that  of  Catherine  of 
-Medicis — That  their  Queen  was  beautiful,  and  elegant, 
and  gay ;  that  Hie  loved  fplendor,  and  v/as  a  Roman 
Catholic,  were  circumftances  of  a  nature  to  gain,  an^ 
not  to  ahenate  a  people  like  the  French. 
U  z 
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Befidcs,  the  crimes  imputed  to  Mary,  whether  tnic 
or  falfe  were  of  a  mucli  deeper  dye  than  any  which 
calumny  has  ever  laid  to  the  char-^e  of  the  Queen 
of  France.  And  although  the  fate  of  the  former 
was  null  afTed^ing  and  deplorahlt,  ytrt  the  caufcs  which 
bn)U;;ht  it  m  are  not  uncommon.  Maiy  fell  the  vic- 
tim of  hypocrify,  fc-malc  jtaloufy,  and  political  fear  ; 
whereas  the  fiifF.rings  of  thf  Qiieen  of  Fi*ance  art  as 
contrary  to  pt»l*cy  as  to  luimani  y,  and  proceed  from  a 
people,  Avho,  bcfcre  thfy  could  behave  to  her  in  the 
baibarous  manner  they  did,  m.nft  have  renounced  every 
amiable  quality  niputtd  toth^m  by  thtir  friends,  and 
adopted  the  difpofition  of  which  they  are  accufeJ  by 
their  bitterefl  enemies. 

December  2. 

The  moft  deplorable  circumHance  which  dillinguifhes 
this  Rcvcjlution  from  others,  is,  that  when  its  origi- 
nal objccl  was  in  a  crrcat  meafure  obtained,  order,  trnn- 
quility,  and  fubmilTion  to  law  did  not  return.  One 
revolution  has  been  grafted  on  another;  new- altera- 
tions have  been  imagined,  and  executed  by  men  more 
violent,  and  means  mtne  bloody,  than  the  former;  the 
populact,  ftimulatcd  by  unprincipled  leader?,  have  com- 
mitted all  the  excefus  of  Revolted  negroes,  or  of  flaves 
who  have  bmft  from  the  galleys.  At  this  moment, 
four  years  after  th'-  firll  infi!rre<!"^ion,  inftcad  of  the  bltfl^ 
Jngs  of  freedi)m,  th  •  unhappy  people  of  France  are  un- 
der th-  name  of  a  R  public,  fufPering  more  intolerable 
opprtfTi  n  than  tluy  ever  did  under  the  moll  defpotic 
of  their  monarchs ;  and  are  at  the  fame  time  expofed 
to  the  attacko  of  extmial  enemies,  whofe  nuniher  is 
daily  increafing  by  the  imprudent  condudt  of  llicir  new 
gorernors. 

Of  all  the  evils  which  have  atter.  led  this  extraordina- 
ry Revolution,  the  moil  important  to  mankind  in  ge- 
neral, pcrlvaps,  is,   that   it  weakens  the   indignatio  ' 
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which  every  liberal  mind  naturally  feels  for  defpotiTra, 
and  inclines  them  to  fubmit  to  the  awful  tranquillity  of 
methodifed  oppreflion,  rather  than  rifl<  fuch  fcenes  of 
anarchy  and  carnage  as  have,  been  of  late  exhibited  in 
this  country. 

Yet  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  defpotifm, 
though  lefs  favage,  is  more  hopelefs  than  anarchy, 
which  contains  within  itfelf  the  feeds  of  its  own  deftruc- 
tion  ;  whereas,  the  pillars  of  defpotifm,  being  artfully 
arranged  for  the  fupport  of  each  ether,  as  well  as  of 
that  of  the,  general  fabric,  may  ftand  for  ages.  Were 
ft  not  for  this  circumftance,  and  if  there  were  no  choice 
but  to  live  under  arbitrary  governm.ent,  or  to  be  expo- 
fed  to  the  unreflrained  ravages  and  cruelties  of  a  frantic 
populacf ,  perhaps  the  form.er  would  be  preferred  as  the 
lefler  evil, — For,  in  fpite  of  the  vitiating  tendency  of 
unlimited  power  on  the  human  heart,  bi'iory  afForria 
inftances  of  perhaps  one  in  a  dozen  of  Princes  whofe 
power  was  unlimited,  and  who  yet  p'-eferved  the  vir- 
tues  of  humanity ;  whereas  a  mob  is  always  furious, 
brutal  and  crueh 

But  Keaven  has  not  confined  mankind  fo  this  m.ife- 
rable  alternative;  nor  is  every  nation  poffeffed  of  the 
impetuofity  of  the  French,  which,  at  the  firft  fenfa- 
tion  of  freedom,  has  hurried  them  headlong  into  excef* 
fes  without  any  rational  objeft — Ike  the  lunatic,  wha 
having  f  oken  the  language  of  moderation,  and  an- 
nounced a  peaceable  difpofition,  makes  ufe  (  f  his  liber- 
ty in  attacking  every  body  around,  and  fighting  furi- 
oufly,  till,  his  ilrength  being  exhaufted,  he  is  a'^^ain 
brought  back  to  his  fetter*. 

The  emigration  of  the  Nobleffe  was  moil  unfortu- 
nate ;  I  fpeak  of  that  which  took  place  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Revolution,  when  it  was  ftill  fafe  for  them 
to  remain  in  their  country ;  and  not  of  thofe  which 
have  happened  fmce,  and  were  abfolutely  neceffary  for. 
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felf-prefercation  :  but  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
ncceflitv  for  thcfe  laft  emij^ratlons  nrofe  from  tho  un- 
ncccflfary  one  which  took  place  at  firll.  Had  all  the 
Nohleflc  remained,  it  cannot  be  imagined  but  that  a 
bod)'  of  men  of  llie  moll  extcnfive  property  muft,  in 
fpite  of  the  torrent  of  the  times,  have  retained  great 
influence,  and  prevented  many  of  the  diforders  which 
have  diilrccled  this  unhappy  country.  Numbers  of  the 
Noblcfl'e  would  have  been  eleded  into  the  Aflemblics, 
and  thus  have  precluded  fome  Deputies  who  perhaps 
have  been  the  caufe  of  great  mifchitf :  by  accommoda- 
ting themfelvcs  in  fome  degree  to  the  prevailing  opi- 
nions, they  would  have  gradually  rendered  them  more 
mild  and  conciliatory,  and  prevented  that  degree  of 
acrimonious  prejudice  which  at  prefent  prevails  again  ft 
the  whole  body  of  Nobility.  The  earlieft  emigrants 
being  confidered  as  the  inftlgatots  of  a  combination  of 
foreign  powers  againfl  France,  as  determined  to  re- 
cftablifh  the  ancient  government,  and  as  filVd  with  the 
moll  implacable  defire  of  vengeance  ;  the  odium  againfl 
them  became  lln)nger  ever}'  day,  and  was  by  the  po- 
pulace, ever  incapable  of  difcrimination,  extended  to 
the  whole  clafs.  The  NoblefTe  who  remained  in  the 
country  were  daily  provoked  by  new  injuries  from  their 
countrymen  within,  and  piqued  by  letters  from  thofc 
without,  accufnig  tlum  of  meanncfs  in  fubmitting  to 
the  new  order  of  tlrnj-s,  and  of  cowardice  for  not 
joining  the  armies  of  the  Princes.  It  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at,  thc-cfore,  that  many  of  them  left  their  coun- 
try. After  the  tenth  of  Augull,  it  became  danfiferoua 
for  any  of  them  who  had  fliewn  thcmfelvcs  tlic  friends 
of  lim  ted  Moiiaichy,  and  eager  to  fupport  the  Con- 
llitution,  t*)  remain  in  France. 

As  for  that  party  which  is  known  by  the  name  of 
G'roudiile,  and  to  which  R.jland,  BrlfTot,  Bu/.ot,  Cou- 
dorcet,  and  many  other  deputies  who  do  not  come 
from  the    Girondc,   belong,  they   arc  certainly  free 
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from  that  dreadful  guilt  of  the  malTacre  of  the  prifon- 
ers;  I  am  perfuaded  alfo,  that  they  not  only  wilhed  to 
fave  the  Hfe  of  the  King,  but  that  fome  of  them  have 
riflced  their  own  Hves  in  the  various  meafures  they  have 
ufed  for  that  purpofe  :  yet  being  acquitted  of  thefe, 
other  charges  of  a  highly  criminal  nature  remain 
againll  them. 

After  the  Conftitution  was  accepted  by  the  King, 
and  after  they  themfelvcs  had  fworn  to  maintain  it, 
they  continued  their  efiorts  to  overthrow  it. 

Judging  of  the  King  from  what  they  thought  rnuil 
be  his  fecret  wifh,  and  what,  it  is  probable,  they  were 
confcious  would  have  been  their  own  condact  in  his 
fituation,  they  could  never  believe  that  he  would  rem.ain 
faithful  to  the  Conftitution  ;  they  were  convinced  that 
in  his  heart  he  abhorred  it,  and  would  feize  the  firfl 
opportunity  to  overturn  it,  to  punifh  all  who  had  any 
hand  in  eftablifning  it,  and  to  reftore  the  ancient  fjf- 
tem  with  renev.-ed  force  and  augmented  terror.  They 
were  convinced  that  the  freedom  of  France  could  have 
no  fure  foundation  but  in  a  Republic  ;  and  on  this  con- 
vi6lion,  they  fcrupled  not  to  ufe  the  mod  pcfidious 
means  to  introduce  that  form  of  government. 

They  endeavored  to  vilify  the  charafter  of  the  King, 
with  a  view  to  render  royalty  odious  and  contemptible  ; 
ihev  gave  circulation  to  innumerable  Itories,  to  the 
prejudice  of  others  of  the  Royal  family,  which  they 
either  knew  to  be  falfe,  or  had  no  proof  of  their  being 
true. 

On  mere  conje^lure,  they  accufjd  the  King  and 
Qjieen  of  undermining  the  Conftitution  to  reftore  def- 
poiifm,  while  they  were  confcious  of  undermining  it 
themfelves,  on  purpofe  to  rear  a  Republic.  They  in- 
volved their  country  in  a  war  with  the  Emperor,  on 
petexts  which  they  knew  to  be  groundlefs,  and  foiely 
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in  the  expectation  that  it  would  increafe  that  jealoufy 
of  the  King  wliich  already  exiftcd,  and  give  rife  to  in- 
cidtnis  and  circumftanccs  on  which  plaufible  acciifa- 
tions  againd  him  and  liis  Miniflers  might  be  founded. 

By  thofe  means,  they  Tendered  a  benevolent  Prince, 
who  was  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  his  fubje6^s,  unpo- 
pular ;  by  thofe  means  they  produced  the  infurre6^ion 
ofthesoth  of  June,  and  prepared  the  minds  of  the  po- 
pulace for  that  of  the  loth  of  Aupull  ;  and  by  making 
it  to  be  believed,  that  a  Prince  of  fuch  a  quiet,  unan - 
bitious  ch-yracler  as  Lewis  XV'I.  cculd  not  remain  fatif- 
fiedwith  thepower  granted  by  the  Conllitution,  but  wns 
fecretly  confpiring  to  rcftore  c'cfpotifm,  conveying  the 
idea,  tiiat  every  one  who  could  be  placed  on  the  throne 
would  do  the  fame,  the  French  nation  were  tricked 
Into  a  republican  form  of  government,  when  there  i 
great  rcafon  to  believe  that  a  vail  majority  would  hav- 
prcfcrred  a  limited  monatchy. 

December  3, 

That  ficklenefs  cf  difpcfition  which  has  bee:, 
confidcred  as  the  general  charafterillic  of  the  po- 
pulace of  every  nation,  certainly  belongs  in  a 
ftronger  degree,  and  more  peculiarly  to  the  French, 
than  to  any  other,  and  has  appeared  more  perfpicu- 
cudy  fince  the  prefcnt  Revolution  than  it  perhaps  ever 
did  before. 

Nothing  could  furpafs  the  popularity  of  Necker -t 
one  period.  Althousrh  a  ftranger  and  a  Pre  tcftnnt,  tl,', 
whole  nation,  fixing  their  eyes  on  him,  feemcd  to  ex- 
claim, 7tt  mns'tmus  ille  rs — and  to  coiifider  him  as  tlic 
only  perfon  who  could  fave  the  country  from  ruin,  an.. 
redore  their  affnirs.  A  fliort  time  after  he  had  been 
recalled  by  the  un'ted  voice  of  the  peoj)le,  he  began  to 
be  negle<5tcd,  aud  is  now  almoft  forgotten. 


La  Fayette,  who  was  adored,  is  now  detefted^ 

The  popularity  of  Petion,  which  was  in  its  meridian 
when  we  arrived  in  France,  begins  aheady  to  dechne. 

Orleans  and  others  have  had  their  moments  of  popu- 
larity, which  as  a  genuine  poet  beautifully  obferves  of 
pleafures,  has  had  the  fate 

Of  fnow  that  falls  upon  the  river, 

A  moment  white — then  melts  forever 

Or  like  the  borealis  race. 

That  flit  ere  you  can  point  their  place  ; 

Or  like  the  rainbow's  lovely  form 

Evanilhing  amid  the  ftorm.* 

The  fame  ficklenefs  which  the  French  have  difplay- 
ed  in  a  manner  fo  ftriking,  with  refpeft  to  their  favou- 
rites, at  various  periods  of  the  Revolution,  is  alfo  con- 
Ipicuous  with  regard  to  their  tafte  in  government.— 
When  the  attempt  was  made  to  introduce  a  republican 
form,  after  the  King*s  return  from  Varcnnes,  it  was  re- 
je6ted. 

In  the  month  of  July  laft,  a  member  of  the  National 
Affembly  declared,  that  he  was  as  much  againft  a  Re- 
public being  eftabhflied  in  France,  as  a  defpotic  Mo- 
narchy ;  and  he  invited  all  who  were  of  the  fan^e  opi- 
nion, to  avow  it  by  ftandmg  up. 

All  the  members  inftantly  Hood  up. 

This  happened  in  the  month  of  July,  and  the  Na- 
tional Convention  decreed  the  abolition  of  monarchy 
on  the  2 1  ft  of  September. 

I  ftated  this  to  a  member  of  the  Convention  yefter- 
day,  as  a  proof  that  his  countrymen  were  free  from 
that  ftubbornnefs  of  which  lome  people  are  accufed. 

*  Burns's  Poems. 
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He  anf\Nvrccl,  that  aliltouj^h  he  did  not  bdicve  tlic 
change  of  opinion  to  he  fo  univtrrfal  as  foitic  v.ifh- 
ed  to  have  it  thought,  y<;t  he  tlid  beh'cve,  that  there 
was  a  confiderablc  change  lincc  the  loth  of  Auguft, 
v.hich  he  ima^jined  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to 
t»ro  caiifes  :  Tirft,  the  idea  ,  that  prevailed,  that  the 
papers  found  in  the  king's  cabinet  on  that  day,  and 
thofe  lately  difcovered  in  the  iron  chcfl,  in  the  u'all  or 
the  palace,  foiined  a  convincing  proof  of  the  King's 
having  confpirtd  with  the  foreign  enemy  to  betray  the 
country.  *'  Tlvis,'*  he  faid,  *'  had  railed  a  general 
indignation,  and  had  reconciled  many  minds  to  the  id*.:: 
cf  a  Republic,  who  formerly  thought  that  form  of  "go- 
vernment very  unfuitablc  to  France. 

"  A  fecond  caufe  which  contributed  to  the  fame  ef- 
feol,"  he  f:iid,  "was  the  prodigious  fuccefs  of  their, 
arms  ;  which  was  in  a  great  menfure  imputed  to  the 
energy  wliich  the  idea  of  being  republicans  and  free- 
men, imprefTcd  on  th.e  minils  of  the  French." 

I  obferved,  "  That  if  this  lail  confidcrntion  had  any 
weight,  it  muii  enlirelv  proceed  fronvthc  infpiring  fen- 
timent  of  freedom,  and  tlie  French  might  have  been 
free  without  being  Republicans." 

The  perfwn  with  whom  I  was  converfing,  being  him- 
felf  a  Republican,  fhook  his  head  at  this  obfervation  ; 
on  which  I  added,  "  It  was  equally  certain,  that  ihey 
may  be  Republicans  without  being  free.*" 

Accounts  of  towns  taken,  battles  gained,  and  fuc- 
cefs  of  ev.:ry  kind,  are  announced  to  the  Con\intion 
almod  daily.  Fotir  llandards  taken  from  the  Pied- 
montefe  were  prefetited  to  thtni  ytftcrday,  by  an  aid- 
de-cainp  of  General  An.'tlme,  fent  from  his  army   for 

*  This  firrfon,  who  jvas  attached  to  the  party  of  Roland  Jiid  Erl:"- 
fot,  has  hod  icvetc  experieD;;e  of  the  trutUof  tl.is  rcmaik. 
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that  purpofe  ;  the  colours  were  unrolled  and  difplayedin 
the  middle  of  the  hall ;  the  applaufe  and  fhouting  were 
©f  courfe  loud  and  perfevering. — In  his  addrefs  to  the 
aiTcmbly,  the  officer  made  ufe  of  fome  expreffions  which 
indicate  pretty  juftly  to  what  a  height  national  vanity 
is  mounted  in  this  country :  I  tranflate  them  hterally. 

'*  Legiflators,  our  enemies  had  the  audacity  to  ap- 
pear :  Anfclme  fliewed  himfelf,  and  they  fled  as  ufual. 
Our  army  ardently  def;res  to  enter  the  heart  of  Italy. 
Naples  infults  you,  Rome  excommunicates  you,  the 
King  of  Sardinia  does  not  acknowledge  you  his  con- 
querors :  only  give  ns  the  order,  and  all  the  crowns  of 
the  South  (hall  be  brought  to  your  bar.  Our  foldiers 
declare,  that  each  of  them  has  a  heart  to  blefs  your  de- 
crees, and  two  hands  to  execute  them.  The  Romans 
in  their  degeneracy  called  out  for  bread,  and  pubhc 
fpedlacles  ;  the  French,  being  regenerated,  •  demand 
bread,  and  the  profperity  of  the  Republic." 

The  Imperial  Eagle,  which  formerly  flood  on  the 
top  of  the  fleeple  of  Namur,  has  been  removed  to 
Paris  :  it  was  placed  on  an  open  carriage,  and  drawn  in 
the  mofl  oftentatious  manner  from  the  gate  of  the  city 
to  the  door  of  the  AlTembly  hall,  efcorted  by  a  party 
of  drap-oons,  one  of  whom  rode  immediately  before  the 
carriage,  holding  a  chain,  the  other  end  of  which  was 
around  the  Eagle's  neck. 

I  was  at  the  Convention  when  the  commander  of  the 
party  came  to  the  bar,  and  addrefTmg  the  Affembly 
{"aid  :  "  Legiflators,  Monfelgnicur  I'Aigle  Imperiale  at- 
tend vos  orders  " 

One  Deputy  moved,  that  it  fhould  be  placed,  with 
the  claws  and  beak  cut  off,  on  the  top  of  the  obelifk 
now  erec^Hng  in  the  Place  de  Vidoire.  Merlin  de  Thi- 
cnvill^  propofed  that  it  fliould  rather  be  hung  by  the 
legs  from  the  fame  monument.     Another  defired  that 
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the  Eagle  (hould  be  permitted  to  ftand  in  his  ufual  pof- 
ture,  but  with  the  cap  of  Liberty  on  his  head, 

Thefe  witticifms,  fuch  as  they  are,  afforded  great  en- 
tertainment. 

The  prodigious  torrent  offuccefs  which  has  flowed 
on  the  Republic  of  latcj  might  have  intoxicated  a  nation 
of  foberer  brains  than  the  French.  Had  this  produced 
no  other  cffe(fts  than  huzzas  and  proceflions  in  the  lUeets, 
allufions  to  their  vi(ftories,  and  fclf-praife  in  fongs  and 
declamations  at  the  theatres,  or  the  rhodomontades  of 
a  few  orators  in  the  Convention,  there  would  have  been 
no  great  harm;  but  moft  unfortunately  the  intoxication 
has  afFcd^ed  the  judgment  of  a  majority  of  the  deputies, 
as  evidently  appears  by  the  decifion  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  i6th  of  November,  fcnt  to  the  French 
Generals  commanding  the  expedition  to  Brabant,  to  u(e 
every  mcafure  in  their  power  to  open  the  navigation  of 
the  Scheldt ;  and  by  the  inconfiderate  and  rafli  decree 
of  the  igth  of  November,  by  which  the  Convention  de- 
clares, '*  au  nom  de  la  Nation  Fran^oife,  qu'ellc  accor- 
dera  fratcrniteet  fccoursa  tous  les  peuples  qui  vondront 
recouvrirlcur  libcrte*;"  and  likewife  by  charging  the 
Executive  Power  to  give  the  commanders  of  the  French 
armies  orders  to  proteft  the  citizens  of  every  country 
who  may  be  difturbed  or  vexed  fur  the  caufc  of  liberty. 

Which  is  in  effctf^  telling  the  inhabitants  of  ever}'  coun- 
try, that  whenever  they  choofe  to  rife  in  infurrc(ftion 
againft  their  government,  they  will  be  alfillcd  by  the 
French. 

So  far  from  adhering  to  their  former  profcflions  of  a 
love  of  peace  with  all  their  neighbours,  it  is  proclaim- 
ing a  challenge  to  all  Eurn^-^e,  and  laying  the  foundation 
ot  eve  I  lading  war;   for  what  country  cxifts,  of  ever  did 

*  In  thf  name  of  the  Trench  nation,  that  ihey  will  aflift  ihc 
people  of  every  country  who  wifl»  to  recover  their  liberty. 
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exift,  in  which  part  of  the  inhabitants  did  not  think 
that  they  laboured  under  inconveniencies,  which  they 
might  call  vexadons  or  infringements  of  their  liberty  ? 
This  decree  therefore  announces  to  all  the  people  of  P:^u- 
rope,  that  as  often  as  any  part  of  them  choofes  to  rebel 
againft  their  government,  it  will  be  fupported  by  France. 
By  a  decree  of  the  27th  of  November,  Savoy  is  declar- 
ed an  eighty-fourth  department,  under  the  name  of 
Mont  Blanc;  which,  contrary  to  their  former  declara- 
tions, renouncing  every  idea  of  conqueft,  is  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes  making  a  conqueft,  and  evincing  as  great 
an  ambirion  for  extent  of  dominion  as  Leu  15  XIV.  or 
any  French  monarch  ever  difplayed ;  and  pf  courfe  the 
Republic  will  roufe  the  jealoufy  of  Europe  as  much  as 
he  did. 

December  4. 

A  Committee  had  been  appointed  to  examine  ccrtaia 
papers,  lately  difcovered  in  an  iron  chefl,  concealed  in 
a  cavity  of  the  wall  of  the  palace. 

As  a  report  was  this  day  to  bfe  made  to  the  Conven- 
tion concerning  thofe  papers,  we  went  to  the  Aflembly 
to  hear  it,  although  we  had  previoufly  derermined  to 
leave  Paris  early  in  the  morning. 

Some  very  important  difcoverics  were  expeded  from 
thofe  papers.  When  Ruhl,  of  Straiburgh,  who  was 
Prefident  of  the  Committee,  afcendedthe  tribune  to 
make  the  report,  a  mcft  profound  and  awful  filence  took 
place;  it  was  underftood,  that  there  were  a  number  of 
letters  to  tlieKing,  and  his  minifters,  among  thofe  papers. 
Every  Member  of  the  Convention  mull  therefore  have 
been  in  a  (late  of  anxiety,  either  on  his  own  account  or 
on  account  of  fome  of  his  friends:  an  imprudent  expref». 
fion  in  a  letter  to  a  Miniller,  might,  in  the  prefent  ftate 
of  men's  minds,  expofe  the  writer  to  great  danger.  The 
papers,  however,  proved  to  be  of  very  little  importance. 
Barrere,  who  at  prefent  is  Prefident  of  the  Convention, 
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is  menticncil  in  feme  of  ihefe  papers;  fo  are  Dumou- 
rier,  Clavieie,  Kerfainr,  all  as  having  had  fome  cor.nec- 
tion  or  intcrcourfe  with  ihc  Court,  but  not  in  a  uuv 
that  can  be  confidercd  as  criminal — But,  although  no 
fufpicion  of  trcafon  could  be  inferred  from  them,  one 
particular  letter  does  afford  one  of  the  ftrongeft  proofs 
of  felf-fufficlcncy  and  prtfumptionthat  ha^  been  record- 
ed in  hiilory  or  fable  fincc  the  dars  of  Phaeton.  It  is 
from  Rou)  er,  a  member  of  the  Convention,  who  had 
alfo  been  one  of  the  former  Affembly. 

The  man  had  frequently  drawn  my  attention  before  : 
be  is  remarkably  noify  and  buflling;  but  as  his  import- 
ance fcemed  to  be  founded  on  his  own  fmgle  opinion, 
and  what  he  faid,  although  pronounced  v\  ith  great  force, 
had  little  weight,  I  had  never  enquired  his  name. 

The  letter  is  dated  in  March,  and  is  addreffed  to  the 
King  himfclf. 

The  following  are  extrafls  from  it : 

"  Profoni^emont  occupe  des  maux  qui  dechirent  ma 
ratrie,  j'ai  du  compter  aufli  fes  innombrablcs  resources ; 
j'ai  fonde  fes  blcffures  et  calcule  fcs  forces;  j'ai  tout 
compare,  tout  aprofondi,  tout  prevu*."  He  then  de- 
clares, that  he  has  a  fecret  which  will  \\ithin  two 
months  rcftore  the  health  of  the  empire,  "  cicatrifer  fes 
plaies,  difliper  fes  alarmcs,  annihiler  As  perils,  rendre  d 
la  France  Ic  rcpos  que  la  fuit,  la  dignitc  qui  lui  conti- 
enf,  et  au  irone  I'ainour  qui  I'affermit  avcc  1  eclat  qui 
Ic  decore*."     He  at  laft  reveals  his  fecret,  which  is, 

•  —  Deeply  concerned  for  the  miifortunc  of  my  countrj',  I  have 
alfo  reflected  on  her  innumerable  refourccs  ;  1  have  founded  her 
u'oundi  and  calculated  iicr  force ;  I  have  compued  thcmi  I  have  fa- 
thomed them,   1  have  forefcen  every  thing 

•  That  \%'ill  Ileal  her  v.nunJs,  difl'ipatc  her  •larms,  annihilate 
Jier  dangers,  and  rcftoie  to  France  ihc  irauquiliiy  which  has  flcJ  Irom 
}>cr,  and  the  dignity  which  becomes  her;  and  to  the  Crown  the 
public  love  which  rcuden  it  fccure,  and  Uic  fplcndor  which  adoi us 
it. 
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only  that  the  king  would  place  the  whole  power  of  the 
State  in  his  hands ;  and  he  continues,  "  Sire>  je  le  re- 
pete  encore  a  votre  Majefte,  je  m'engage  a  retablirdans 
deux  mois  la  paix  au  dedans,  la  conlideratiofl  au  dehors, 

la  felicite  publiqae  et  I'autorite  royale J'irai 

vous  reveler  ce  que  vos  Miiiiilres  vouscachent,  ou  vous 

apprendrece  qu'ils  ignorent — Pourmoi,  Sire  je 

conuois  li  bien  nos  forces  et  nos  moyens,  qu'en  jetant 
les  ycux  fur  les  ennemis  qui  nous  menacent,  j'ai  peine  a. 
me  defindre  d'"un  fentiment  de  pitie. — J'ai  pone  mes 
regards  furtoutes  les  Cours  de  I'Europe,  et  je  fuis  bicn 

fur  de  les  forcer  n  la  pai^. Je  jouirai,  dans  le 

filence,  du  fruit  de  mes  confeils — Heureux  du  bonheur 
de  toj3,  je  dirigerai  vers  vous  feul  la  reconnoilTancG 
publique-f." 

This  letter  had,  it  is  probable,  been  kept  as  a  cu- 
riofiry  of  irs  kind,  and  thrown  into  the  cheft  with  the 
othtr  papers  found  there. 

Barrere's  name  having  been  mentiohed  in  one  of 
them,  namely,  in  a  letter  from  M.  de  hi  Poite  to  the 
King,  he  thought  proper  to  demand  leave  to  be  heard 
before  any  ether  perfon ;  as  the  Pre(ident  of  the  Na- 
tional Convention  ought  not  to  remain  a  moment  un- 
der fufpicion. — He  deiircd  Gaudet  to  occupy  his  place 
as  Preiident,  while  he  himfelf  went  to  the  tribune,  to 
explain  how  he  came  to  be  mentioned  in  De  la  Porte's 
letter. 

+  Sire,  I  again  repeat  to  your  Majefty,  that  I  engage  to  re- 
eftablifii,  within  tlie  Ipace  of  two  months,  peace  within,  impor- 
tance Irom  without,  general  felicity,  and  the  royal  authority. 

I  will  reveal  to  you  wliat  your  Miniflers  conceal,  and  I  v/ill  in- 
ftruft  you  in  what  they  are  ignorant. — As  for  my  own  part.  Sire,  I 
am  fo  intimately  acquainted  with  our  force,  that  on  contemplating 
the  enemies  who  threaten  us,  I  can  Icarcely  fupprefs  a  fentiment  of 
pity.  I  have  thrown  my  eyes  on  all  die  Courts  of  Europe,  and  I 
am  certain,  of  being  able  to  force  them  into  peace. 1  Ihall  en- 
joy in  (ilence  the  fruit  of  my  counfel. Satiified  with^e  general 

profperity,  I  Ihalldiredl  the  pubiicgratituvk  to  y^ur  Majcfty. 

X  2 
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Before  be  began,  Clmrlier  fuildcnly  ftood  up,  and 
faid,  that  tlic  (nn\^  delicacy  which  had  prompted  Bar- 
rcic  to  quit  liis  place  as  Prcfjdenr,  oui.i.t  to  have  pre- 
vented Guadet  fri'in  taking  it. 

Many  voices  exclaimed,  that  Guadet  was  not  men- 
tioned in  any  cf  the  pa^  ers, 

Charlicrinfiftcd,  tliat  although  his  name  had  not  been 
read  to  the  Convention,  yet  he  was  pofiti\  cly  included 
in  the  dcfcription  given  by  the  Member  who  had  made 
the  report. 

The  way  in  which  he  attempted  to  make  out  this 
is  lingular  enough:  "  For,"  continued  Chailicr,  "in 
one  of  the  papers  addrcflcd  to  the  King,  it  is  hid  tl.at 
thirteen  or  fourteen  of  the  moft  ek»quent  Members  of 
the  Convention  were  dars  Its  hoofus  dijpojitbns ;  and  al- 
though none  of  them  were  named,  yet  it  is  evident  that 
Guadet  muft  be  one  of  them  ;  for  every  body  knows, 
that  there  are  not  thirteen  Members  cf  the  Convention 
more  eloquent  than  he." 

Rhul,  who  was  the  organ  of  the  Committee  in  mak- 
ing the  report,  was  fo  much  olfended  at  hearing  this, 
that  he  declared  with  great  heat,  that  if  his  expref- 
fions  were  to  be  tuiftcd  into  accufations,  he  would  rc- 
fign  his  place  as  a  Member  of  the  Committee, 

Charlier's  conftru<5\ion  was  condemned  ;  Rhul  was 
appeafcd  ;  Guadet  was  allowed  to  jvrform  the  f.inc- 
lion  of  Prefidcnt,  until  Barrcrc  made  his  defence,  v.hich 
waseafily  done;  after  which  he  refumed  his  office. 

Guadet  then  quirting  the  Prcfidcnt's  chair,  afcend- 
cd  the  tribune,  and,  in  r  ply  to  Charlier's  inlimiation, 
declared,  that  he  hail  never  been  conneded  with  the 
Court — **  But  if  I  had,  and  if  1  were  confcious  of 
guilt,  I  know  how  1  couUi  obtain  my  pardon  :  I  know," 
toniinuid  he  with  animation,  and  looking  to  thai  part 
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of  tile  hall  which  the  partv  of  Mountain  occupied,  "  I 
know  under  whofe  llandard  thofe  place  themfel^jes,  tvho 
have  need  of  fjrgiventfs  for  the  mojl  h'irrid crimes,"  This 
apoftrophe  threw  the  Mountain  into  Convulfions,  in 
the  midft  of  which  I  left  the  Convention,  and  foon  after 
we  {^i  out  from  Paris. 

Lille,  December  7. 

As  it  was  late  in  the  afternoon  before  we  left  Paris, 
we  got  no  farther  than  the  fmall  town  of  Louvre  that 
night,  to  which,  a  little  after  our  arrival,  a  party  of 
jMational  Guards  brought  about  fixty  prifoners.  The 
guards  fung  the  hymn  of  the  Marfeiilois  as  they  march- 
ed through  the  town  ;  the  prifoners  had  their  hair  en- 
tirely cut  from  their  head;  they  were  tied  two  and 
two  together,  the  right  arm  of  one  being  bound  to  the 
left  of  another.  Thofe  men  had  behaved  ill  at  Ja- 
mappe,  and  Dumourier  had  ordered  them  to  be  car- 
ried in  this  difgraceful  manner  to  Paris,  to  be  difpofed 
of  as  the  Convention  fhould  ordain.  The  National 
Guards  of  each  town  through  which  they  paiTed,  guard- 
ed them  to  the  next.  They  were  to  be  marched  to  St. 
Deais  the  following  morning  by  a  party  from  Louvre, 
and  the  National  Guards  of  St.  Denis  would  the  day  af- 
ter condufl  them  to  Paris, 

The  punifhment  feems  well  imagined,  and  muft  make 
a  (Irong  impreffion  on  the  troops  on  the  whole  route 
from  Mons  to  Paris. 

At  Pont  St.  Maxence,  a  Courier  from  the  Cabinet, 
with  difpatches  from  Dumourier,  overtook  us;  he  tra- 
velled in  a  cabriolet  adorned  with  the  Cap  of  Liberty 
and  other  infignia  of  the  Republic.  This  man,  under- 
ftanding  that  our  road  and  his  was  the  fame  as  far  as 
Cambray,  made  a  propofal  to  take  one  of  the  fen'ants 
into  his  carriage  on  certain  conditions,  informing  us  at 
the  fame  time,  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  have 
him  with  us,  becaufe  he  being  a  mellenger  from  the 
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Cabinet,  the  gatcsof  all  the  towns  through  \rhich  we 
were  to  pafs,  would  be  open  to  us  at  whatever  hour  of 
the  niglu  we  might  arrive. 

We  agreed  to  his  prnpofal,  and  proceeded  to  Pe- 
ronnc,  where  wc  arrived  an  hour  after  it  was  tlark; 
there  we  fhould  have  remained  that  night,  but  as  the 
gates  were  to  be  opened  at  any  hour  tor  the  Courier, 
we  were  perfuaded  by  him  to  go  on,  for  he  afTured  us, 
**  that  we  were  within  tliree  pofis  of  one  of  the  bed 
inns  in  France,  wlich  v.as  protefted  by  General  Du- 
mourlcr,  and  v. here  he  always  lodged  when  he  travel- 
led en  that  road  for  the  landlord  and  iauvllady  were  the 
mofthofpitable  and  obliging  people  in  ihe  world."  The 
Courier  ga\e  fuch  an  in\  iting  defcri^tion  ot  this  inn, 
that  in  ij)ite  of  the  cxccfiivc  rain  and  darknefs  <  f  the 
night  we  left  Pcronne,  travelled  abour  three  ports  far- 
ther, and  arrived  at  the  gate  of  this  fa'nous  inn  about 
midnight.  After  a  great  deal  of  knocking,  a  fervant 
looked  out  of  a  window,  and  ha\ing  i.i  a  very  zw^Ty 
tone  faiJ,  *'  On  r:e  lofrr  pas  /V/,"  fliut  t'ie  win.^ow  uith 
a  great  deal  more  force  than  was  requifitc  ;  this  was 
rather  dilagroeable  news  to  people  who  had  been  tra- 
velling fince  five  in  the  morning,  anvi  flattering  their 
imagination  during  the  laft  four  hours,  with  the  hopes 
of  refrefhment  and  rcll. 

Our  Courier  was  a  good  deal  confufed  at  this ;  but  on 
farther  enquiry,  he  was  informed  that  the  landlord  and 
landladv  were  both  ill  of  a  maUiir.ant  fever,  whieh  iiad 
proved  fatal  to  one  of  the  priniip;.!  fervants,  and  many 
other  pcrfons  in  the  neighbourhood. 

It  is  fortunate  for  men,  when  the  bcft  meafure  they 
could  adopt  is  the  only  one  which  is  left  in  their  power. 
Our  not  pafling  the  night  at  this  inn,  in  fpitc  of  the 
malignant  fever,  did  not  depend  entirely  on  our  pru- 
dence. Wc  were  under  the  ncccflfity  of  proceeding  in 
the  midft  of  the  rain  to  Cainbray  ;  the  Courier  renew- 
ing his  affu ranees,  that  as  he  was  un  Courier  du  Cabinet, 
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the  gates  would  be  opened  as  foon  as  he  Ihould  be  an- 
nounced. 

At  about  two  or  three  in  the  morning,  we  ftopped  at 
a  moil  miferable  hovel,  immediately  without  the  gates 
of  Cambray.  Had  we  been  ever  fo  much  difpofed  to 
complain  of  hardihip  or  fatigue,  every  exprefiion  of 
that  kind  would  have  been  fupprefled  by  the  beha\iour 
of  a  young  dragoon,  who  jumped  from  behind  our  car- 
riage as  foon  as  it  ftopped.  His  arm  was  in  a  fcarf : 
he  informed  us,  "  that  his  thumb  and  two  of  his  finders 
had  been  (hot  oiF  at  the  aftion  near  Menehould  ;  that 
he  had  been  at  Paris  to  folicit  a  fmall  penfjon,  to  pre- 
vent him  from  ftarving,  becaufe,"  added  he,  hclding 

up  his  wounded  hand,  avec  cette  b de  main,  I  can 

neither  fire  a  muflcet  nor  work  : — the  Secretary  of  the 
Minifter  told  me,  that  I  could  not  obtain  a  penfion 
without  a  recommendation  from  ray  Colonel ;  I  faw 

very  well,  qu'il  fe de  moi  *,  for  he  knew  that 

ray  Colonel  was  with  the  army.  I  immediately  deter- 
mined to  fet  out  for  it  myfelf,  being  fure  of  getting  a 
recommendation  from  the  Colonel,  who  is  un  brave 
gar^on;  and  I  iliould  have  been  obliged  to  have  made 
the  whole  journey  on  foot,  had  it  not  been  for  the  po- 
litenefs  ofMonfieur  le  Courrier,  who  invited  me  to  go 
behind  your  chaife,  where  I  have  fat  as  happy  as  a  king 
all  the  way  from  Peronne,  for  I  always  have  been  very 
fortunate. 

This  poor  fellow  had  a  little  dog  in  his  arms,  which  he 
endeavoured  to  dry  with  the  ficirts  of  his  coat.  He  was 
defired  to  come  near  a  furnace  with  fome  embers  in  it, 
which  flood  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  and  we  lament- 
ed to  fee  him  quite  drenched  with  rain,  **  Ce  ne'ft 
rien,  Citoyen  Anglais,"  faid  he,  **j'y  fuisaccoutume — 
mais  je  crois  bien  que  mon  pauvre  chien  a  froid — viens, 
viens,    mon  ami,"   continued  he,   careliing   the   dog, 

*  That  he  made  a  jeft  of  ipe. 
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*'  vicns  tc  chauffer*.  My  wife  got  this  little  dog  when 
he  was  quite  a  puppy,  and  it  will  prove  the  inoft  fortu- 
nate thing  in  the  world,  for  I  intend  him  as  a  prcfent  to 
my  Colonel,  who  is  di^radedly  fond  of  dogs,  and  will 
in  return  give  me  a  very  ftrong  recommendation ;  but 
I  have  all  my  life  been  a  very  fortunate  fellow;  vicns, 
mon  petit  Azor,  baife  ton  mail  re  :  Oh,  il  eft  impava- 
bk+!" 

"  You  fay  you  have  two  children,"  faid  I.  *'  Yes, 
citizen,"  replied  he,  **  and  both  by  my  wife." 

"  I  do  not  underftand,"  refumed  I,  '*  how  you 
could  maintain  a  wife  and  two  children  on  the  pay  of  a 
Dragoon."  «'  Ce  qui  eft  impoflible  nc'eft  pas  aife  a 
comprehendrc,  Citoyenj,"  anfwered  he;  ••  but  the 
truth  is,  it  was  my  wife  who  maintained  me  and  the 
children  :  (lie  is  a  very  induftrious  woman,  and  ufed  to 
get  three  livres  ttn  fols  for  making  a  fhirt,  when  flic 
made  for  people  of  quality  ;  but  at  prcfent,  when  there 
are  no  people  of  quality,  (he  receives  only  forty  fols  for 
each  fairt.  Je  ne  mc  plains  pas,  parce  que  je  fuis  bon 
Patriote  moi — mais  il  y 'a  une  grande  difference  entre  40 
f.  et  trois  livres  dix.  Malgri  ccla  j'ai  toujours  cu  du 
bonhcur." 

"  Eh  votre  main,"  faid  the  Courier. 

"  M:i  main — ma  main,"  anfwered  the  Dragoon  ; — 
**  ^a  pouvoit  etre  mon  bras  :  un  de  mcs  camarades  ,1  deux 
pas  de  moi  a  eu  la  cuiiTc  emportee — eft  ce  que  le  Ge- 
neral KcUermann  n'a  pascu  aulfi  un  cheval  tUv  (ous  lui  ? 
— c'cft  une  plus  grande  pertc  que  mcs  f — doigts  pt>ur  Ic 

*  It  is  noUiing  to  me,  Citiiln, — I  am  ufcJ  to  it  ;  but  I  fear  my 
poor  dot:  may  be  cold  ;  come,  come  hitltcr,  poor  fellow,  and  warm 
yoarfclf. 

+  Come  my  little  Azor — kifs  your  mafter.     O,  he  is  a  treafure ! 

t  What  isabfolulely  impoOiblc,  is  oateaGly  underilood. 
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General.     Ainfi  vous  voyez,    Citoyen,    combien  j'ai 
toujours  ete  heureux*. 

We  were  indebted  to  the  high  fpirits  and  gaiety  of 
this  young  fellow,  for  keeping  us  in  tolerable  good  hu- 
mour during  two  hours  that  we  remained  in  this 
wretched  place  ;  the  horfes  being  all  the  time  expofed 
to  the  rain,  for  there  was  no  liable. 

Our  Courier  of  the  Cabinet  mean  while  was  bluder- 
ing  and  fwearing  at  the  centinel  on  the  rampart,  who 
could  not  immediately  find  any  body  to  fend  to  the 
Magiftrates  for  an  order  to  open  the  gates — for  there 
was  no  regular  garrifon  at  this  time  in  Cambray ;  and 
when  the  order  was  obtained,  a  good  deal  of  time  was 
loft  before  the  man  who  kept  the  keys  could  be  roufed. 

Three  men  armed  with  mufquets,  but  without  uni- 
forms, came  at  laft,  and  informed  us,  that  the  gates 
were  open.  The  Courier  re-commenced  hisbluftering, 
threatened  the  whole  Municipality  of  Cambray  with  the 
vengeance  of  Dumourier.  He  alio  expreffed  a  fear  that 
that  the  General  would  bjame  for  the  delay. 

The  dragoon,  who  was  of  the  happy  difpofition  to 
view  every  thing  in  the  moft  favourable  light,  endeavo- 
red to  confole  him,  faying,  "  Non ;  Dumourier  ne  vous 
blamera  pas :  il  ell  trop  bon  foldat  pour  ne  pas  favoir, 
que  quand  on  ne  pout  pas  prendre  une  ville  d'affaut,  il 
faut  attendre  qu'elle  fe  rcnde.*" 

*  1  do  not  complain — becaufe  I  am  a  good  Patriot — but  there  is  a 
great  difference  between  40  fols  and  three  livres  ten.  In  Ipite  of  that, 
however,  I  have  always  been  fortunate. 

What  fay  you  to  the  wound  in  your  iiand  ? 

My  hand — why,  I  fay,  it  might  hSve  been  my  whole  arm  :  one 
of  my  comrades,  within  two  fteps  of  me,  had  his  thigh  carried  off, 
and  Kad  not  General  Kellermann  a  horfe  killed  under  him  ?  and 
that  was  a  greater  lofs  to  the  General  than  my  ftiabby  fingers — So 
you  perceive  that  I  have  always  been  fortunate. 

*  Dumourier  will  not  blame  you  :  he  is  too  good  a  foldier  not  to 
know  that  when  a  town  cannot  be  taken  by  affault,  it  is  neceffary  to 
■wait  till  itfurrenders. 
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Cn  entering  Camhrav,  the  Courier  went  direflly  to 
the  tov^'n-houfe,  and  got  a  formal  attcftation  of  the  time 
be  had  been  detained  at  the  gate,  to  (hew  to  Dumou- 
rier,  as  an  excufe  for  hisdchi; — and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded on  his  journey,  accompanied  by  the  dragoon. 

As  no  gate  was  allowed  to  be  opened  except  that  at 
which  they  went  out,  ue  were  detained  two  or  three 
hours  lorig-^r,  till  the  ufual  time  of  throwing  open  all 
the  gates. 

We  pafTcd  througk  Douay,  and  arrived  the  fame  even- 
ing  at  this  town. 

We  have  vifited  the  quarter  where  the  Auftrinns  form- 
ed their  entrenchments  and  batteries,  from  which  the 
town  was  bombarded:  a  large  village,  near  whith  the 
entrenchments  were  formed,  was,  btfore  the  main  b<;dy 
of  the  Auihi'jn  army  advanced,  unexpectedly  furround- 
ed  by  their  light  troops;  aiul,  as  we  are  told,  the 
wretched  inhabitants,  with  n)atiy  more  peafants  driven 
there  by  the  botly  of  the  army,  were  forced  to  work 
in  the  trenches,  fo  that  the  tire  from  the  ramparts  de- 
ftroyed  a  much  greater  number  of  the  country  people 
than  of  the  fi  Idieis. 

The  anfwer  returned  by  the  municipality  to  the 
f'jmmons  of  Prince  Albert  of  Saxony,  Mas  firm  and 
laconic. 

"  Nous,  venons  de  rcnouveller  notre  ferment,  d'etre 
fiieles  a  la  nation,  de  maintcnir  la  liberte  et  1' -galitc 
ou  de  mourir  a  notre  polle.  Nous  ne  fonimcs  jH)i:u  dcs 
jierjures*. 

v,v*'  We  htvf  juft  renfve!  oiir  oath  offiile'lty  to  the  nation,  that  we 
jr^'ueterminei  to  nuiutJut  liberty  and  e4ti.iUtY,  or  to  dtc  at  our 

We  are  refolved  net  to  be  pcrjiurJ, 
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"  Fait  s  la  Maifon  Commune,  le  29  Septembre  1 7152, 
I'an  I .  de  la  Ripublique  Francalfe, 

**  Le  Confeil  permanent  de  la  Commune  de  Lillc. 

(Signe)     Andre,  Mai  re. 

RoHART,  Secretaire-Grefter." 

The  bombs  and  red  hot  bullets  were  particularly  dl- 
reded  againft  that  part  of  the  town  where  the  poorer 
inhabitants  lived,  with  the  double  purpofe  of  fparing 
(  the  mod  valuable  buildings  in  a  city,  which,  as  was 
expeclcd,  was  foon  to  belong  to  the  Emperor,  and  alfo 
[^  to  excite  the  moft  numerous  clafs  of  the  inhabitants  a- 
,  gainfl:  the  rich,  and  make  them  force  the  commander  to 
deliver  up  the  town.  It  had  no  fuch  eifevft,  however, 
and  the  enthufiafm  of  the  inhabitants  increafed  every 
hour.  .The  courage  and  alacrity  of  the  inhabitants  in 
feizing'^nd  removing  the  hot  ballets  before  they  had 
time  to  kindle  the  wood  was  furprifing.  They  had  iron 
in'ilruments  contrived  for  that  purpofe;  and  the  towns 
of  Arm'^ntiers,  Bethune,  Arras,  Dunkirk,  Caffel,  Cam- 
bray  and  others  fent  their  engines  for  extinguifhing  fire, 
to  Lille,  and  volunteers  from  all  thofe  cities  prefented 
themfelves  in  great  numbers  for  the  defence  of  the 
place;  which  obliged  the  Auftrians  to  retreat  from  the 
town,  after  having  beaten  down  by  the  bombardment 
three  complete  ftreets  in  the  quarter  of  St.  Sauveur,  and 
many  other  houfes  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  which 
Hill  remain  in  ruins.  There  are  few  houfes  into  which 
fome  bullets  have  not  entered,  and  they  are  kept  as 
precious  rellcks  by  the  inhabitants. 

In  the  hotel  de  Bourbon,  twenty  bullets  entered  dur- 
ing the  fiege  ;  and  the  mark  of  the  burning  on  the  floor 
occafioned  by  one  of  theta  in  the  room  where  I  now 
write,  is  very  evident :  but  no  perfon  was  killed  be* 
longing  to  the  family,  except  the  chief  waiter,  as  he 
was  croiling  the  fquare  to  put  a  letter  into  the  poft- 
oiKce. 

Vol.  IL  y 
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A  poor  fellow  w  ho  is  decrotteur  to  the  hotel,  told  m« 
that  it  was  owing  to  the  watchful  care  and  mercy  of  Pro- 
vidence, that  he  happened  to  be  out  of  the  way  when 
that  letter  was  fent ;  for  otherwife,  as  he  ufually  carried 
the  letters  to  the  poll-office,  he  him/df  vm^xt  havebccn 
killed  inftead  of  the  waiter. 

I  do  not  know  whether  it  will  be  confidered  as  a  figa 
that  a  fenfe  of  religion  is  declining  among  rhe  French, 
that  the  beggars  in  afking  charity  no  longer  add/'z/.r/'^- 
mour  de  DiiUi  but  inftead  of  that  generally  cry  live  la 
nation  ;  but  that  religious  fentiments  are  becoming  eve- 
ry  day  weaker  on  the  minds  of  the  common  people  of 
this  country,  is  moft  apparent ;  but  it  never  occurred 
to  me,  that  one  order  of  fociety  was  gaining  in  that  ar- 
ticle, what  another  was  lofing.  A  friend  of  mine  told 
me,  however,  that  he  was  this  forenoon  in  a  bookfeller'i 
fhop  ;  that  having  obferved  the  fhclvcs  ofonewtee  en- 
tirely filled  with  books  of  devotion,  he  had  ;ilkcii  of  the 
tookfeller,  if  books  of  that  kind  were  in  much  requeil 
at  prefent. 

"  A  good  deal,"  replied  the  bookfcUcr,  "  with  the 
ariftocrates :  as  forth',  patriots,  they  hardly  ever  look 
into  them." 

"  The  rcafon  of  that,*'  refumed  my  friend,  *•  per- 
haps is,  that  the  patriots  being  the  poorer,  have  not 
money  to  lay  out  on  books."  ^ 

"  They  ufed  to  purchafe  them  formerly,'^  fald  the 
bookfeller;  and  it  is  only  fTncc  the  ariftocrates  be- 
came poor,  that  many  of  them  began  to  purchafe  them 
at  all." 


( 


How  far  the  book  feller's  account  of  this  matter  is  to 
be  de[">ended  on  I  know  not ;  but  it  is  a  lamentable  truth 
that  a  great  proportion  uf  mankind  think  very  little  of  - 
the  next  world,  till  the  prefent  becomts  iiifupportablc  ' 
to  them.    And  with  regard  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
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country,  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  the  revolution 
has  been  hitherto  fo  wretchedly  managed  as  to  render 
the  higher  orders  of  fociety  miferable,  without  making 
the  lower  happy. 


Although  my  Journal  is  continued  until  the  14th  of 
December,  when  I  returned  to  England,  I  omit  the  re- 
mainder, that  I  may  infert  what  will  be  thought  more 
^   intereiling. 

Some  of  the  following  particulars  relative  to  theKing*s 
procefs,  and  the  treatment  which  he  and  his  family  met 
with  in  the  Temple,  I  learnt  while  I  was  in  France ; 
others  I  have  heih  informed  of  lince  my  return  in  Eng- 
land. I  imagine  the  whole  may  be  placed  with  proprie- 
ty at  this  place,    with  an  account  of  the  King's  death. 

With  whatever  irregularity,  precipitation  and  injuf- 
tice  the  procefs  againfl  iheKing  will  bethought  to  have 
been  carried  on,  it  was  with  much  difficulty  and  per- 
fonal  danger,  to  one  party  of  the  Convention,  that  it 
was  fo  long  protraded.  I  have  reafon  to  believe  that 
fome  of  the  Convention  regretted  exceedingly  the  pre- 
f  cipiratc  decree  which  aboliibed  royalty,  and  were  con- 
vinced that  it  would  have  equally  tended  to  the  happi- 
nefs  and  lading  freedom  of  France,  if  the  Convention 
had  rellored  the  King  and  rc-eilablifned  the  conftitution, 
with  fuch  alterations  as  might  have  been  thought  ex- 
pedient. • 

I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  there  was  a  ftill  greater 
number  of  the  members  who  were  of  opinion,  that  after 
the  republican  form  of  government  was  decreed,  the 
moil  equitable  and  moft  politic  meafure  which  the  Con- 
vffl|tion  could  adopt,  was  to  declare  that  they  would 
make  no  enquiry  whether  the  King  had  been  in  corref- 
pohdencc  wirhMie  enemy  or  not ;  becaufe,  at  any  rate, 
the  nation  vvas^tcrminedon  a  republican  form  of  go- 
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Tcrnment,  ami  t'.icrefore  fhould  order  the  whole  Royal 
family  to  be  cfcorted  to  tlie  frontier?,  and  permitted  to 
gO'U  hcrever  the)' judj»ed  proper,  with  an  annual  pcnii- 
on.of  atlcaft  one  hundred  thoufand  louis,  to  be  regularly 
paid  as  long  as  they  (lull  live  in  tranquility,  without  ex- 
citing war  agalnft  France,  or  a  civil  war  in  it  for  their 
rtrtoration ;  rev  oking  at  the  fame  time  the  decree  againil 
Savoy,  and  renewing  their  original  declaration,  againil 
extending  their  dominions  and  offbnfive  war  of  any- 
kind. 

That  part  of  ihe  Convention  who  were  of  cither  of 
thofc  of^inions,  with  all  who  ucre  dcfirous  of  faving  tr.e 
King,  HnJing  it  dangerous  to  avow  their  fentiments, 
endeavoured  by  various  means  to  prev^-.t  a  trial  until 
the  public  mind  uoultl  be  fo  much  foftencd  as  to  admit 
of  a  fjir  tii.d,  or  till  the  idea  of  trial  ihouM  diinpacc  al- 
together. Wiicn  this  failcJj  they  attempted  to  carry 
the  fentence  of  confinement  during  the  war,  and  exile 
after  it  :  when  that  failed,  they  tried  the  appeal  to  the 
primary  affemblies  ;  and  tinally,  th.cy  ei>deav<)ured  to 
fave  him  by  voting  to  poUpone  rhe  execution  of  the 
fentcnce. 

Inflead  of  thofe  cvafive  mcafures,  the  nobler  part 
would  have  l)ccn,  no  doubt,  to  liave  voted  him  not 
guilty  at  the  firll  nominal  appeal. 

I  do  not  knnw  that  this  was  the  opinion  of  any  of 
them;  but  I  have  heard  fcvcral  of  tliem  declare,  that 
they  thought  the  King's  life  fully  protected  by  the  Con- 
llitution,  and  that  he  could  not  be  jurtly  condemned  to 
death,  although  all  were  proved  which  was  laid  to  his 
charge,  which  ia  their  (Opinion  was   not  the  cafe. 

'1  he  violent  party  ^againft  the  King,  on  the  oJ^ 
hand,  took  great  pain*",  and  ufcd  many^jirts.  huh  un^ 
in  and  without  the  Allimbl},,  to  have  iM  lorm»  of  pro- 
ccfs  cut  (huJt  by  a  bbody  and  fuddcnMladrophc. 
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Legendre  propofed  that  all  thofe  who  had  publlfhed 
their  opinions,  or  put  them  in  writing,  lliould  lay  them 
on  the  table  of  the  x^fTembly  ;  and  that  after  the  inter- 
vention of  one  day,  the  Convention  Ihould  pronounce 
fentence  without  hearing  the  King. 

Robefpierre  was  for  ending  the  whole  in  twenty- 
four  hours  without  feparating. 

St.  Andre  declared  that  the  king  had  been  judged 
and  condemned  by  the  people  on  the   loth  of  Auguft, 
and  that  the  Convention  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  ord^ 
his  execution. 

It  ',v33  dreaded  by  Tome  who  wifhed  the  death  of  the 
monarch,  that  his  appearance  at  the  bar  of  the  Con- 
vention would  foften  the  people,  and  perhaps  move 
them  in  his  favour;  and  when  they  found  that  others 
of  their  own  party,  who  were  equally  the  enemies  of 
the  King,  were  determined  that  he  fhould  be  heard, 
they  imagined  means  of  the  molt  profligate  nature  to 
prevent  it. 

Papers  were  cried  through  the  ftreets  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  populace  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
fnould  inlift  on  his  immediate  execution;  and  if  that 
was  delayed  to  execute  him  themfelves,  either  in  pri- 
fon  or  when  he  fhould  be  carried  to  the  AfTembly.  It 
was  aflerted  that  the  country  never  could  be  happy 
while  he  lived  ;  that  ail  the  misfortunes  of  the  country, 
all  the  diltrefs  the  people  fufiered,  and  the  ftill  greater 
with  which  they  were  threatened,  proceeded  from  the 
King's  being  fuiFered  to  live ;  that  a  party  in  the  Con- 
vention, namely,  the  Gironde  and  the  friends  of  Ro- 
land and  BrifTot,  were  bribed  by  the  Powers  at  war  with 
France,  to  fave  the  King,  and  prolong  the  diftreffes  of 
France  ;  and  that  although  they  duril:  not  openly  in  the 
Convention  deny  that  he  was  criminal,  and  deferved 
death,  yet  they  were- endeavouring,  under  various  pre- 
texts, to  prolong  his  procefs,  and  delay  his  execution, 

Y2 


[     233     ] 

till  an  opportunity  oc:urred  to  rc-edablilTi  h'm  on  the 
throne. 

The  mod  aKfurl  aflcrti  >ns  were  made  in  the  Con- 
vention irfrlf  to  this  ten.iencv.  At  one  time,  a  little  be- 
fore 1  loft  Paris,  when  there  uas  a  difcuinon  concerning 
th^  fcarcitjr  (if  ^rnin,  which  b^  diii^erent  members  was 
imp'Jteil  \o  diitrrent  cauffs,  1  heard  a  voice  pronnunce. 
La  vcrifabl/-  CTif-  if]  dans  le  T'fnplc.  I  was  informed 
that  this  wife  obfervation  came  from  Legend  re. 

^  Hand-bills  were  dillribdtcd  with  thefe  words  :  "  Rc- 
piibliiair.y,  guillotine/'  moi  Louis  XVL  et  rAutrichi- 
enne  li  vous  \  oule/ avoir  du  pain."  And  the  priutcd 
opinion  of  Marat  was  fold  at  the  fame  time. 

When  the  Royal  Family  were  firft  lodged  in  the 
Temple,  they  were  treated  with  fome  degree  rf  ref- 
pc(^t,  and  were  allowed  the  comfort  of  each  other's  coiii- 
panv,  and  the  liberty  of  walking  ia  the  gar.ien  of  the 
Temple  ;  but  the  appearance  of  rcfjKtJt  gradually  dimi- 
niflied,  and  at  laft  the  treatment  they  received  was  ia 
many  inftances  brutal. 

A  j">erfon  who  was  admitted  into  the  Temple  by  the 
means  of  a  near  relation  on  duty  tiicre  about  the  begin- 
ning of  December,  affured  me,  that  at  the  hour  at 
which,  bv  a  Handing  order  from  the  council,  the  prifo- 
ners  were  to  be  contired  t(^  their  aj^artmenrs,  he  faw  the  • 
keeper  go  to  the  King,  who  was  Hill  walking  in  the  ; 
garden,  and  addrefs  him  in  thefc  words  :  **  Aiionsy 
tiKtuJuur  VetJ^  ilfaut  rnontcr."  • 

When  thcRoval  Famllv  dined,  a  CommiiTioner  from 
the  Commune  of  Faris  was  al.vavsprefenr.  The  Q^een 
l»appcncd  al  one  tiir.e  to  raife  the  hand  in  which  Ihe 
h^dhcr  knife  a  little  fuddenly  towards  her  brcaft. — The 
Cominiliionrr  fcrmeil  alarmed,  and  made  a  movemerr 
i»R  if  hr  dreaded  that  Ihe  had  an  intention  againft  lu 
life  ;  wliith  the  Queen  obfcrving,  faid  with  cro^hafwi 
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f'  Non,  Monfiear,  je  refsrve  cet  honneur  aux    Fran- 
cois*" 

From  the  time  that  the  King's  procefs  was  refolved 
upon,  the  Royal  Family  w^xt  confined  more  clofely-, 
and  watched  more  ilri^lly  than  ever.  The  Council  or- 
dered that  in  future  two  Commiffioners  Ihould  pafs  the 
night  in  his  bed-chamber,  inilead  of  one,  which  had 
been  the  cafe  before.  All  perfons  who  were  admitted 
into  the  prefence  of  any  of  the  Royal  Family  v/ere  pre- 
vioullv  fearclied.  Orders  were  given  that  the  razors 
with  which  the  king  was  in  the  ufe  of  ihaving  himfelf 
Ihould  be  removed  :  This  was  done  from  a  fear  that  he 
might  prefer  fuicide  to  the  humiliation  of  a  public  trial 
before  the  Conventiofi, 

Such  an  idea  was  remote  fr»m  the  King's  way  of 
thinking.  Whea  his  razors  and  pen-knife  were  de^ 
manded  from  him,  ♦'  Do  you  think,  me  fuch  a  coward 
as  to  kill  myfeif  ?"  faid  he. 

The  order  not  only  comprehended  knives  and  ra- 
zors, but  alfo  fciflars,  and  all  inHruments  contondant, 
tranchant  et />/j'«<?/7/,  and  it  extended  to  all  the  Royal 
Family.  "  II  faudroit  autTi  nous  enlever  nos  aiguilles," 
faid  the  Queen,  when  it  was  read  to  her. 

When  the  King,  afterwardsj  repeatedly  applied  for  a 
razor,  it  was  at  lali  granted  by  the  Council,  who  direc- 
ted, however,  that  he  fhould  fiiave  himfelf  under  the 
infpeftion  of  the  Commiilioners  :  and  the  Qn^een  and 
Princefs  Elizabeth  were  allowed  fciflars  to  pare  their 
nails  with  the  fame  reftridion.  This  laft  feems  ridicu- 
lous, and  the  former  abfurd  ;  for  if  the  king  had  had 
any  intention  of  ufing  a  razor  in  the  manner  they  fuf- 
peftcd,  he  could  have  put  it  in  execution  as  eire^ually 
while  the  Commiffioners  were  prefent  as  at  any  other 
time. 

*  I  refcrvc  that  honour  to  the  Convention, 
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'..'.  ATrcr  a  long  and  warm  debate  it  was  decreed  by  the 
Convention,  that  the  King  fliould  be  brought  to  their 
bar  ;  that  the  a;ft  of  acciifation  fliould  be  read  to  him  ; 
that  the  Prefident  fhould  put  certain  queftions  to  him, 
which  were  previoufly  drawn  up  by  the  committee,  and 
approved  ci  by  the  AlTcmbly  ;  and  that  after  his  an- 
fwcrs  had  been  taken  down,  a  day  ihould  be  ap{X)int- 
ed  for  hearing  him  finally,  and  pronouncing  judgment. 
It  was  alfo  decreed  that  the  opinions  of  the  Deputies 
lliould  be   taken  by  the  appeal  nominal. 

>  This  mode  was  violently  infifted  on  by  the  fa(flion 
of  the  Jvlountain,  in  t!ic  hopes  that  fome  whofc  confci- 
cnces  acquitted  him,  might,  from  a  terror  of  the  mob  be 
induced  to  pronounce  againll  him. 

Had  the  opinion  of  the  Convention  been  taken  in  the 
ufual  way,  it  would  have  been  Icfs  under  the  influence 
of  fear;  but  the  molt  certain  method  of  getting  the  un- 
biaffed  judgment  of  the  deputies,  would  have  been  by 
ballot  :  havi  that  been  adopted,  there  would  probably 
have  been  a  majority  in  favour  of  the  King,  even  on 
the  firll  general  queiiion  of  guilty  orjiot ;  and  there  is 
no  doubt  but  it  would  have  been  carried  by  a  great 
majority  agninllthe  pains  of  death,  if  the  firil  queftioa 
had  been  loft. 

In  the  mean  time,  th&  King  knew  nothing  of  its  be- 
ing decreed  that  he  iViould  appear  at  the  bar  of  the 
Convention.  In  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mifiioners  that  were  on  fervice  at  the  Temple  on  that 
day,  the  following  particulars  arc  mentioned  : — 

The  Xing  rofc  as  ufual  at  feven ;  he  fpent  only  a 
few  minutes  in  drerting,  and  about  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  in  prayer.  At  eight  the  drums  were  heard  ;  he 
enquired  of  the  Commiilloncrs  what  was  the  meaning 
of  it,  as  he  had  not  before  licard  ihcm  fo  early. 
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The  CommifTioners  pretended  ignorance.  "  Do  you 
not  think,"  rejoined  the  King,  "  that  they  beat  the 
general  r"  The  Commiifioners  replied,  they  could  not 
dlilinguifh.  The  King  walked  mufing  through  the 
room,  and  fometimes  llood  Hiienirrg  attentively.  *^  I 
think  I  hear  tlie  found  of  horfes'  feet  in  the  court,"  faid 
he.     The  Commiifioners  gave  no  explanation. 

The  Royal  Family  breakfafted  together  that  morn- 
ing ;  ihey'were  full  of  alarm  and  difquit^tude  at  the 
noife,  which  increafed  every  moment,  and  of  which 
they  plainly  perceived  the  caufe  was  carefully  conceal- 
ed from  them. 

Uncertainty  in  fach  circumflances  agitates  the  mind 
more  than  a  full  affu ranee  of  the  worft  ;  the  Q^een  and 
Princelfes  went  to  their  own  apartments  after  breakfaft, 
and  left  the  Prince  Royal  with  the  King.  7'he  Com- 
miffioners  at  laft  informed  him,  that  he  was  about  to  re- 
ceive a  vifit  from  the  Mayor  of  Paris, — "  So  much  the 
better,"  faid  the  king.  "  But  I  muft  inform  you,'.'  re- 
fumed  the  Commiflionsr,  "  that  he  cannot  fpeak  to 
you  in  the  prefence  of  your  fon."  The  King  then,  af- 
ter preflingthe  child  to  his  breaft,  defired  him  to  go  and 
embrace  his  mother  in  his  name.  Clery,  tht  valet  who 
attended  the  King,  withdrew  with  the  Prince. 

The  King  afked  the  Commiffioner,  *' if  he  knew 
what  the  Mayor's  bufinefs  with  him  was,"  and  was  an- 
fwered  in  the  negative.  He  walked  about  the  room  for 
fome  time,  Hopping  at  intervals  to  ailv  queftions  re- 
fpefting  the  perfon  and  characTter  of  the  Mayor.  The 
Comraiirioncr  anfwered,  *'  that  he  was  not  particularly 
acquainted  with  him,  but  that  he  was  of  a  good  cha- 
racter, and,  to  the  beil  of  his  recollection,  of  a  middle 
age,  thin,  and  rather  tall.  The  King  feated  himfelf  in 
a  chair,  and  continued  abforbed  in  meditation.  Mean- 
while the  Commiffioner  had  moved  behind  the  chair 
on  v/hich  the  King  was  feated.  When  he  awaked  from 
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his  reverie,  not  feeing  any  body,  be  turned  fuddenly 
round,  and  perceiving  the  CommifTioner  clofe  behind 
him,  faid  vinh  quickncfs,  *'  What  do  you  want,  Sir  ? 
**  Nothin;r,"  replied  the  other ;  "  but  fearing  you  were 
indifpofed,  I  approached  to  know  what  ailed  you  *." 

McTifieur  Charahon,  the  Mayor,  entered  foon  after, 
and  inforrr.ed  the  King,  that  he  came  to  condutft  him 
to  the  National  Convention  :  the  King  accompanied 
him  without  making  any  objcdlion.  When  he  came  to 
the  coujt,  which  v.  as  full  of  troops,  horfc  ?.s  well  ?s 
foot,  he  feeuied  furpiifed  at  feeing  fome  of  them  in 
uniforms  with  which  he  was  unacquainted. 

Before  he  ftepped  into  the  Mayor's  coach,  he  threw 
up  his  eyes  to  tlie  window  of  the  apartment  in  which 
his  family  were  confined,  and  the  tears  were  obfer\ed 
to  trickle  dow  n  liis  cheeks. 

The  coach  then  proceeded  to  the  Convention,  at- 
tended by  the  troops. 

The  Commiflloners  afcended  to  the  Queen's  apart- 
ment, and  found  the  whole  family  overwhelmed  with 
fear  and  forrow.  He  acquainted  them  that  the  May- 
or had  been  with  the  King :  the  young  Prince  had  al- 
ready informed  them:  *' We  know  that,"  faid  the 
Queen  ;  *'  but  now — where  have  they  carried  the  King 
now?"  **  To  the  Convention,"  replied  the  Commif- 
fioner.  "  You  would  have  faved  us  much  uncafincf?," 
faid  the  Princcfs  ElizabetJ),  "  if  you  had  informed  us 
of  this  fooner." 

W^hat  dreadful  apprehenfions  mufl  this  Princefs  have 
been  under,  to  find  any  relief  in  hearing  that  her  bro- 
ther was  carried  before  an  Adembly  of  men  fo  preju- 
diced againft  him  as  flie  knew  the  Convention  to  be  ! 

*  Thcfe  p.irticiilars,  which  fomc  may  thinlt  of  a  naturt  too  trrf- 
jing  an.  minuic,  Itron^ly  paint  ll»«  '.late  ot  agicition  and  tulj'icitu, 
ia  which  the  mind  of  the  unhappy  Monarch  was  at  ihii  lime. 


[    263    J 

The  King  was  condu<5ted  to  the  Convention  hy 
the  Boulevards,  la  rue  neuve  des  Capucines,  la  place 
Vendoaie,  et  la  cour  des  Feuillans.  All  the  ftreets 
which  open  to  the  Boulevards  had  guards  ftationed  in 
them,  with  orders  to  prevent  a  multitude  from  afTem- 
bllng ;  and  cannon  were  placed  at  the  entrance  of  all 
thofe  ftreets ;  patroles  were  ordered  to  prevent  any- 
kind  of  obftruAion  by  groups,  or  carriages,  along  the 
whole  of  the  way  that  the  King  was  to  be  conducted. 
Strong  guards  were  placed  at  different  ports  near  the 
Tuileries  and  Hall  of  the  Aflembly.  It  is  faid  there 
were  near  100,000  men  in  arms  that  day  in  Paris. 

The  glaffes  of  the  coach  were  down  during  the 
whole  way,  and  there  was  no  difturbance.  Great  num- 
bers however  were  waiting,  in  all  the  paffages  leading 
to  the  AiTembly,  and  the  tribunes  had  been  filled  from 
fix  in  the  morning.  It  was  remarked,  that  Marat  was 
dreffed  in  a  new  fuit ;  and  that  his  features  announced 
fatisfaction  and  good  humour,  which  was  confidered  as 
ft  ill  a  greater  rarity. 

The  aft  of  Accufatlon  having  been  read,  fome  of 
the  Deputies  mentioned  circumftances,  which  they 
thought  of  importance,  that  had  been  omitted.  Drou- 
et,  the  poft-mafter,  who  was  the  caufe  of  the  King's 
being  ftopped  at  Varennes,  had  been  elefted  a  Deputy 
to  the  Convention  for  that  fervice.  He  thought  this  a 
good  oportunity  to  dlftlnguifh  himfelf  as  an  orator — 
*'  Lewis,  faid  he,  "is  a  cheat  (fourbe),  and  wlfhed  to 
impofe  upon  the  nation,  in  faying  that  he  intended  to 
go  to  Montmedl,  for  the  villain  (fcelerat)  was  expedlcd 
at  the  Abbaye  d'Orvalle  ;  and  the  traitor  knew  that  a 
detachment  of  huflars  were  waiting  for  him  a  fevr 
leagues  from  Varennes :  i6e  monfier  then  had  the  inten- 
tion, &c.  &:c.  occ. 

This  was  more  than  his  audience,  prejudiced  as  it 
was  againft  the  King,  could  bear  ;  the  poft-mafter  was 
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obliged  to  Hop  in  the  middle  of  his  r.bufive  career,  his 
voice  being  flificd  by  an  univerfal  murmur*. 

It  was  announced  by  rhe  Prefidcnt,  that  from  the 
moment  that  Lewis  fhould  appear  at  the  bar,  no  peti* 
tion  fhould  be  heard,  no  motion  of  any  kind  made,  no 
f:gn  of  approbation  or  difaj)probation  given,  but  a  pro- 
found lihnce  maintained.  When  Lewis  appears,  ex- 
claimed Legendre,  *^  il  fciut  qiC'il  rrgne  tc'tle  Jilence  det 
tomheaux.^*  This  brutal  infinuation  had  no  better  fuc- 
ccis  than  the  eloquence  of  Drouet. 

^ft^rat,  however,  had  the  fairnefs  to  declare,  that  in 
his  opinion,  the  King  ought  not  to  be  queftioncd  aboui 
any  thing  previous  to  his  acceptance  of  the  Conllltu- 
tion  :  this  is  fo  evident,  tliat  it  is  wonderful  it  v%'as  left 
to  Marat  to  make  the  obfervation,  atid  more  fo  that  it 
was  difrej^ardcd  when  made. 

Other  propofals  were  made  by  other  members,  and 
fome  adopted  :  at  about  one  o'clock  the  Aircnibly  \vtic 
informed,  that  the  King  was  in  the  Chambre  des  Con- 
ferences; on  which  Barrere,  the  Piefident,  having  re- 
minded t!)e  AfTembly  and  audience  of  the  fdence  thev 
oui^ht  to  maintain,  dcfired  that  he  might  be  conducted 
to  the  bar. 

An  awful  filence  prevailed  ;  every  eye  ^v^s  fixed  on 
the  door  at  which  he  entered.  The  King  appeared 
with  a  ferene  air  and  undillurbed  countenance.  The 
fpec'tators  betrayed  great  emotion. 

After  a  fliort  interval,  Earrerc  atldreffcd  him  : 
"  Lewis,  the  French  Nation  ixcufe  you  of  having  com- 
mitted various  crimes  to   re-cllablifh  tyranny  on  the 

•  When  Drouet  v/as  in  the  midd'e  of  his  harMnguf,  a  gentleman 
a (k  Til  one  of  the  lX-puiic.>,  wlio  he  was  ?  *'  Monfieur,"  repJied  the 
Dfputy,  "  c'»rt  un  Mjiire  de  pi^e,  «jui  a  vculu  faiit  cliquerlc 
fuucl  bicn  maUa-propos." 
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ruins  of  liberty  ;  the  National  Convention  has  decreed 
that  you  fhall  be  tried — and  the  Members  who  com- 
pofe  it  are  to  be  your  Judges.  You  will  hear  the  ac- 
cufation  read,  after  which  you  will  anfwer  to  the  quef- 
tions  which  (hall  be  propofed." 

To  this  the  King  made  no  reply. 

The  general  Aclof  Accufation  was  then  read,  after 
which  the  Prefident  repeated  the  firft  article  of  accufa- 
tion, and  added,  "  Lewis,  what  have  you  to  anfwer  ?'* 
On  which  the  Kinggave  his  anfwer,  and  the  Prefident 
proceeded  to  read  the  fecond  article^  and  demanded 
the  King's  anfwer  in  the  fame  words ;  and  fo  on  until 
the  whole  of  the  articles  were  finifhed. 

During  this  examination,  fome  new  queilions  occur- 
red to  the  Committee,  which  were  put  in  writing,  and 
handed  to  the  Prefident,  who  put  them  in  the  fame 
manner  to  the  King,  and  received  his  anfwers. 

The  King's  behaviour  during  the  whole  of  his  ap- 
pearance in  the  Convention  was  calm,  recoUeded,  and 
that  of  a  man  refigned  to  the  neceffity  of  circumftances, 
without  the  confcioufnefs  of  guilt ;  his  anfwers  were 
fenfible,  pertinent,  and  prompt.  He  never  loft  his 
compofure,  except  in  one  inltance,  when  the  Prefident 
read  the  follov/ing  Rrange  accufation:  "  You  didribut- 
ed  money  among  the  populace  for  the  treacherous  pur- 
pofe  of  acquiring  popularity,  and  enflavii:g  the  nation." 

The  perverfion  of  his  very  benevolence  into  a  crime, 
aflonifhed  the  unfortunate  Monarch,  and  deprived  him 
for  amomentof  the  powerof  utterance — he  fined  tears— 
but  a  confcioufnefs  of  the  purity  of  his  intentions  ren- 
dered them  tears  of  comfoit.  "  I  always  took  plea- 
fure,"  faid  he,  *'  in  relieving  thofe  in  want,  but  never 
had  any  treacherous  purpofe.'* 

Vol.  XI.  Z 
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Upon  the  whole,  when  it  Js  confidcrcd  that  the  quef- 
tlons  were  dehbcrately  drawn  up  by  a  Scle<^  Commit-- 
tee,  and  corredled  and  enlarged  by  the  whole  Conven- 
tion, wliile  the  King's  anfwers  were  given  extempore, 
and  witliout  even  a  previous  knowledge  that  he  was  to 
be  examined  in  that  manner,  it  places  his  underftanding 
in  a  vcr)'  advantageous  point  of  view. 

To  keep  the  King  ignorant  to  the  lad:  of  any  inten- 
tion of  examining  him,  and  then  hurry  him  unprepared 
to  their  bar,  u'as  ungenerous  and  (hameful  in  tiie  high- 
eft  degree — it  might  have  "difconcerted  him  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  have  given  fcope  to  malice ;  his  enemies 
would  have  imputed  to  confcious  guilt  that  difoidcr  in 
his  anfwcrs  and  coududl,  whicli  furprife  or  indignation 
might  naturally  have  produced  : — and  it  is  impofliblc 
not  to  fufpeft  that  the  fecrccy  was  employed  for  that 
very  purpofe.  Iffo,  all  thofe  enemies  have  been  dif- 
appointed  ;  the  malignity  by  which  they  attempted  to 
obfcure  liis  charader,  has  only  ferved  to  put  it  in  a  fair- 
er light. 

When  the  King  had  anfwercd  all  the  qucftlons,  tlie 
original  papers  on  which  part  of  the  accufation  was 
founded  were  laid  on  the  table.  Vala/c  taking  them 
lip  one  by  one,  and  reading  the  title,  faid,  as  he  pre- 
fented  each  to  tlie  King,  *'  Louis  Captt,  la  reconnoif- 
fez-voufe?"  If  the  King  anfwered  that  he  knew  it,  Va- 
lazc  faid,  "  Louis  la  reconnoit  ;'*  and  the  Prefident  re- 
peated, **  La  piece  eft  reconnue.*'  If  the  King  difa- 
vowed  it,  they  faid,  "  Louis  ne  la  reconnoit  pas — La 
piece  n'eft  pas  rcconnue." 

The  King  difavowcd  many  of  thetu,  "Wlien  the 
■>vhole  had  been  inveftigated  in  this  manner,  the  Prefi- 
dent addrefllng  tl:e  King  faid,  **  I  have  no  other  qucf- 
lions  to  propofe — have  you  any  thing  more  to  add  m 
your  defence?"  '*  I  defire  to  have  a  copy  of  the  accufa- 
■tion,"  replied  Uie  King,  *•  and  of  the  papeis  oa  vhich 
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it  IS  founded. — I  alfo  defire  to  have  a  Counfel  of  my 
own  nomination/'  Barrere  informed  him,  that  his  two 
firft  requefts  were  already  decreed,  and  that  the  deter- 
mination refpefting  the  other  would  be  made  known  to 
him  in  due  time*- 

After  which  the  King  withdrew,  and  was  conduced 
back  to  the  Temple  in  the  fame  carriage,  and  the  fame 
attendai>ts  that  he  had  when  he  came  to  the  Afiembly. 
The  crowd  in  the  ftreets  was  greater  than  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  the  continued  cries  of  '*  Vive  la  Republique  !" 
accompanied  the  coach  fi'om  the  AfTcmbly  Hall  to  the 
Temple,  and  the  cry  "A  la  Guillotine!"  was  alfo 
heard  more  frequently  than  in  the  morning,  but  lefs  fo 
than  was  expe6led  by  thofe  who  had  taken  fo  much, 
pains  to  irritate  the  populace  againft  him. 

In  the  coach,  the  King  aflced  Chaumet,  the  Procu- 
reur  Syndic,  "  if  he  thought  the  Convention  would  al- 
low him  to  have  Counfel."  This  irian,  by  the  account" 
which  he  afterwards  gave  of  what  pafTed,  anfwered 
fhortly,  "  that  his  duty  v/as  to  conduA  him  to  and  from 
the  Aifembly,  and  not  to  anfwcv  queftions." 

When  he  arrived  at  the  Temple,  and  was  in  his  apart- 
ment, he  fent  a  meffage,  defiring  to  fpeak  to  the  Mayor, 
who,  being  in  his  carriage  and  ready  to  drive  av.ay, 
immediately  obeyed  the  fummons,  and  afeended  to  the 
King's  chamber.  "  I  hope,"  faid  he  to  Chambon, 
**  that  you  will  not  delay  to  let  me  know,  whether  I 
am  allowed  Counfel.''  The  Mayor  replied,  "  that  he 
might  rely  upon  being  informed  as  foon  as  pofiible  ;  ad- 
ding, that  he  was  perfuaded  the  Convention  were  too 
juft  to  refufe  to  him  what  the  law  allowed  to  all," 

Every  member  of  the  Convention  was  not  of  the 
fame  way  of  thinking  with  the  Mayor :  about  30  or  40 
Deputies  of  the  fadllon  called  the  Mountain  were  againft 
granting  that  reqneft,  and  oppofed  it  by  the  moft  inde- 
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cent  clamours ;  but  finding  their  efforts  vain,  tliey  next 
infiftcd  that  he  fhouUl  he  allowed  only  one  pcrft)n  for 
Counfel.  The  great  majoiity  on  the  contrar}'  were  for 
allowing  him  three  :  the  debate  became  (o  tumultuous, 
that  the  Piefidtnt  was  obliged  to  put  on  his  hat*  :  the 
Mountain  was  at  lall  obliged  to  relinqin'fti  this  (hamcful 
iittcmpt  ;  and  it  was  decreed  that  the  King  ftiould  have 
Counfel,  without  limiting  the  number,  and  that  a  mef- 
fage  fliould  inflantly  be  fent  to  inform  him  of  this. 
One  of  thjjfij  who  had  oppofed  his  having  any  Coun- 
fel, propofcd  that  two  of  the  fervants  of  the  AfTcmbly 
(huifTicrs)  (hould  cany  this  meflage  ;  but  the  Conven- 
tion ordered  four  of  their  membeis  for  that  purpofe. 

After  the  Mayor  left  the  Temple,  the  King  immedi- 
ately examined  the  CDtiJIitutton,  of  which  he  had  a  copy, 
and  faid  to  the  Commiflioner,  who  was  now  alone  with 
him.  "  Yes,  I  find  that  the  law  ailou's  me  Counfel ; 
but  may  I  not  alfo  be  allowed  the  fatisfaclion  of  hav- 
ing my  family  with  me?"  The  commiflioner  anfwered, 
**  that  he  did  not  know,  but  would  go  and  confult  the 
Committee.*'  He  went  accordingly,  and  returned  foon 
;.ftcr  ;  he  informed  the  King  that  he  could  not  fee  his 
family — **  That  is  hard,"  faid  the  King. — "  But  my 
fon,  they  will  not  deny  me  the  comfort  of  his  compa- 
ny at  leafl — he  is  a  child.  Sir,  of  only  fcvcn  years  of 
.gc." 

"  The  Committee  have  declared  replied  the  Com- 
miffioner,  **  that  you  ihall  have  no  communication  with 
your  family — Your  fon  is  of  your  family.*' 

The  CommifTioncr  left  the  King,  and  went  to  the 
Queen's  apartment,  where  all  the  Royal  family  were. 
TKe  Queen  immediately  aflced,  if  they  might  not  all 
wait  on  the  King,  wlio  they  knew  was  returned  from 
the  Convention.  Tlic  Commilhoncr  gave  the  famean- 
Iwer  he  had  given  to  the  King. — "  At  leall,"  faid  llic 

•  '\\\\%  it  a  fipnal  to  orJrr,  never  given  but  in  cafe*  of  great  con- 
fufton,  and  is  {;etici.ill)-  obeyed. 
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<^een,  *^  let  him  have  the  company  of  this  child ;  pra^ 
allow  his  fon  to  go  to  him."  The  commiffioner  repli- 
ed, "  that  as  the  child  could  not  be  with  both,  it  was 
beft  that  the  perfon  who  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  the 
greateft  courage  Ihould  fufFer  the  privation  :  befides," 
he  added,  **  a  child  of  that  age  has  more  need  of  the 
care  of  a  mother  than  of  a  father." 

The  following  day  the  four  Deputies  informed  the 
Convention  of  their  having  been  v\ith  the  King,  and 
that  he  had  named  Target  and  Tronchet  as  his  Coun- 
fcl. 

Tronchet  accepted,  declaring  at  the  fame  time,  that 
he  was  aware  of  the  delicacy  and  danger  of  the  ofSce, 
which  humanity  to  a  man,  over  whofe  head  the  fword 
of  juftice  hung,  impofed  on  him — and  for  which,  in  al( 
events,  he  would  accept  of  no  recompenfe. 

Target  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Con* 
vention,  excufing  himfelf  on  account  of  his  age  and  in- 
firmities, and  deliring  that  his  letter  might  be  fent  ta 
the  King,  that  he  might  choofc  another. 

This  aifor.'ed  fome  Members  of  the  Aflembly  a  frefh 
opportunity  of  difplaying  ti*v;ir  difpofition — they  com- 
plained of  the  incidents  which  continually  occurred  to 
retard  the  final  iffue  of  the  procefs.  Oflelin*  faid,  that 
one  Counfel  might  refufe  after  another,  to  the  lofs  of 
much  precious  time,  and  therefore  propofed  that  the 
Convention  ihould  name  Counfel  for  the  King,  whom 
he  mull  either  accept,  or  find  others  within  twenty-four 
hours. 

Th'S  revolted  the  greater  part  of  the  Aflembly  ;  and 
when  it  was  a&ed,  how  it  could  be  imagined  that  the^ 
King  could  place  confidence  in  thofe  of  their  nomina- 

*  This  fame  Oflelia  was  PrefiJent  of  the  Criminal  Tribunal  of 
the  i/^hof  AuRuft ! 

Z  2 
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lion,  Tallien  faid  a  rancour  that  well  accorded  v/Ith  his 
charadlcr,  "  Q^*'l  s'arran^e,  qu'il  trove  des  Confeils 
qui  acceptent  ;  c'cft  fon  aflaire;  la  nutrc  elide  vengcr 
la  Majeftc  nationalc*." 

Fermond  and  Rabaut  de  St.  Etiennc  fpoke  agalnft 
this  favage  precipitation;  another  propofed  to  adjourn: 
Thuriot,  and  Bentabolc,  the  fame  who  had  accompani- 
ed Marat  on  his  vifit  to  Dumourier,  oppofcd  the  ad- 
journment. **  Do  tyrants  ever  adjourn  their  vengeance 
againfl  the  people  "  faid  Legendre,  "  and  yet  you  talk 
of  adjourning  the  juft!ce  of  the  people  againll  a 
tyrant.'*  This  argument  was  well  luited  to  the  under- 
ilandings  and  inclinations  of  the  audience  in  the  galle-  ,  J 
rits,  and  met  with  their  applaufe.  1 

In  the  mean  time,  a  deputation  from  the  Council  of 
the  Commune  of  Paris  came  to  communicate  to  the 
Convention  a  decree  which  they  had  pafFed  regarding 
the  mcafurcs  they  thought  neceflary  to  follow  in  the 
|)refcnt  circumftances.  By  this  decree,  the  King  was 
to  have  no  communication  with  his  family; — his  valet 
<le  chambre  was  to  be  locked  up  with  him,  and  to  have 
no  intcroourfe  with  any  body  elfe; — his  Counfel  were  j 
.to  be  Unduly  examined  (fcrupuleufement  examines, 
fouillcs  jufqu'aux  endron*  les  plus  fecrets).  After 
having  thrown  olF  tl'.c  clothes  in  which  they  entered, 
they  were  to  be  drefied  in  others  proNided  for  tham  irj 
the  Temple,  and  under  the  infpeiftion  of  the  Commif- 
fioners  who  attended  the  "l^ing,  and  were  not  to  be  al- 
lowed to  leave  the  Temple  till  after  fentencc  was  pro- 
nounced. It  was  alfo  an  article  in  this  Decree,  that 
the  Counfel  Ihould  take  an  oath  never  to  mention  any 
thing  they  heard  while  in  the  Temple." 

Decrees  have  fometimcs   been  propofed,  and  mea- 
fures  have  been  adopted,  by  thefe  men,  of  fuch  a  de- 

•   He  muft  <lo  the  bcft  he  can,  he  muft  fiihJ  thofe  who  will  accept, 
(hat  IS  his  bjftr.cfs,  it  is  ours  to  avenge  ll;e  Majcdy  ol  ihc  Nauo"> 
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tellable  and  atrocious  nature,  that  we  are  almoil  tempt- 
ed to  fuipeft'that  fome  individual  among  them  is  brib- 
ed to  fuggeft  and  perfuade  them  into  meaiures  which 
muft  render  them  and  their  caufe  for  ever  odious  and 
deteilable.  What  could  the  enemies  of  civil  liberty  vvifh 
more,  than  that  thofe  who  call  themfelves  her  friends 
ihould  aft  fo  as  to  fhock  common  decency,  and  revolt 
all  the  feelings  of  humanity  ? 

This  abominable  decree  was  with  difficulty  heard  to 
the  end  ;  it  excited  thegreateft  marks  of  difguil ;  there 
was  a  ciy  from  all  parts  of  ^he  AfTembly  to  annul  the 
decree,  and  cenfure  thofe  who  made  it.  Robefpierre 
had  the  courage  to  oppofe  this  ftorm  ;  he  declared  that 
he  was  convinced  that  a  very  laudable  fpirit  had  diftated 
that  decree — "  which,"  added  he,  "  is  perhaps  too 
mild  for  the  occalion."  This  declaration  produced  vio- 
lent murmurs,  and  many  voices  were  heard  exclaim- 
ing— "  Hors  de  la  tr'ibime.^' 

"  I  know,"  refumed  he,  "  that  there  is  a  party  In 
this  AfTembly  for  favlug  the  traitor  ;  but  I  am  furprif- 
ed  that  thoi'e  who  fhew  fo  much  tendernefs  and  fym- 
pathy  for  an  oppreffor,  have  none  for  the  good  people 
whom  he  oppreiTed." . 

This  gained  the  galleries  in  an  inftant,  and  they 
refounded  with  applaufe. 

Several  rvlembers  however  put  the  inqulfitorial  and 
fhameful  Decree  of  the  Commune  in  a  juft  light ;  and 
conjured  the  AfTembly,  in  the  name  of  decency,  hu- 
manity, and  jufllce,  to  annul  it;  which  was  carried. 

The  Convention  were  afterwards  Informed,  that  fe- 
veral  people  had  offered  to  be  Counfel  for  the  King ; 
all  of  whom  he  had  refufed  except  M.  Malefherbes  and 
M.  Tronchet,  who  having  been  at  the  Temple  and 
admitted  into  the  King's  prefence,  on  the  14th,  fomid 
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that  he  had  not  then  received  any  of  the  papers  he  had 
demanded. 

Monfieur  de  Lamoignon-Malefherbcs  ha  man  of  an 
amicible  and  lefpeittihle  charaiJ^er ;  of  diilinguilhed- 
fenfe,  probity,  and  learning;  of  one  of  the  chief  famihcs 
of  what  is  called  The  Robe  in  France  ;  he  is  grandfon 
of  the  Chancellor  Lamoignon,  who  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  Boileau,  Racine,  and  other  men  of  genius  in 
the  reign  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth. 

The  prc!ent  Monfieur  de  Malefherbea  d{fl:in,:^Ifh?d 
hlmfclf  towards  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Lewis  X\'^- 
by  fome  very  eloquent  and  courageous  remonilranccs 
which  he  drew  up  when  he  was  firll  Prei'ident  of  the 
Gourdes  y/iVfj,  and  for  which  he  was  banifhed. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Lewis  XVI.  he 
fuccecded   Monfieur  de  St.  Florentin  in  the  Minilliy; 
but  afterwards,  for   reafons  which  are  varioufly  ftated, , 
he  defired  and  obtained  leave  to  retire. 

This  refpedlable  man  is  feventy  two  years  of  age  ; 

his  generous  offer  to  be  Connfel  for  the  King  gains  him 
the  applaufe  of  the  public,  and  f  rms  a  contrail  greatly 
in  his  favour  with  the  cautious  condu(fl  of  M.  Target, 
which  has  been  condemned  by  all  parties. — Even  the 
fifhwomen  of  Paris  marked  the  difference,  went  in  a 
body  and  hung  garlands  of  flowers  and  laurel  on  the 
gate  of  Monfieur  de  Malelherbes,  and  afterwards  pro- 
ceeded to  the  houfe  of  Monficui  Target,  in  the  inten- 
tion to  inlult  him  m  a  manner  peculiar  to  thcmfclvcs. 
Fortunately  for  hinr,  he  was  advcrtifcd  of  their  intenti- 
on, and  made  his  clcape. 

It  is  m\idi  to  be  wilhcd  that  all  the  Members  of  the 
Convention  hid  bven  endowed  wiih  equal  fentimcnts 
of  juihce  with  tlicfe  Poilfardes.  I  he  difciimination 
oilplayed  oa  this  ocvaliuu  is  a  proof  ih;vt  ihc  lowcit 
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inhabitants  of  PaTis  are  not  devoid  of  fentfmeats  of  g-ene- 
roiity;  and  that  if  they  were  acquainted  with  the  real 
chara6i;er  of  the  King,  the  fpirft  of  rancour  which  has 
been  perfidioufly  raifed  againfl  him  would  foon  be 
'turned  againft  his  perfecutors* 

It  will  not  be  improper  here  to  infert  an  anecdote 
"which  does  honor  to  the  heart  of  this  unfortunate 
Prince.  Two  Commiflioners  of  very  oppofite  difpo- 
litions  were  with  the  King  when  the  fnocking  exhibi- 
tion of  the  -liead  of  Madame  Lamballe  was  made  under 
his  windows,  on  the  third  of  September.  One  of  thofe 
men  hearing  the  noife,  and  recognifing  the  head,  had 
the  brutality  to  invite  the  King  to  come  to  the  windov/, 
and  he  would  fee  a  very  curious  fight.  The  King  was 
advancing  towards  the  window,  when  the  other  ran  and 
withheld  him,  faying,  the  fight  was  too  fhocking  for 
him  to  fupport. 

The  perfon  to  whom  the  King  afterwards  related 
thefe  circumftanccs,  afl<ed  the  names  of  the  two  com- 
miflioners. The  King  freely  told  him  the  name  of  the 
latter,  but  refufed  to  mention  that  of  the  former — 
**  becaufe,''  faid  he,  **  it  can  do  him  no  credit  at  any 
time;  and  might  poffibly  at  fome  future  period  bring 
him  to  trouble.**  As  the  benevolence  of  the  King's 
difpofition  appeared  through  the  whole  of  his  reign, 
his  enemies  have  endeavoured  to  conceal  and  mifre- 
prefent  every  circumilance  of  this  kind.  But  not- 
withrtanding  all  the  pains  they  have  taken,  fo  ma- 
ny proofs  of  his  candour,  moderation  and  integrity 
were  known,  that  thofe  who  wifhed  his  death  were  in 
conftant  dread  of  a  return  of  humanity  and  affeftion  in 
the  hearts  of  the  people  towards  him;  and  therefore 
were  at  great  pains  to  fill  the  tribunes  with  perfons 
hired  to  make  an  outcry  againft  him:  and  they  were  fo 
apprehenfive  on  this  fubjedl  as  to  fufpeil  thofe  very 
agents  of  relenting. 
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"When  the  King  was  indifpofed  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember, and  the  phyfician  Lemon icr  ordered  to  vlfif 
him,  feme  fymptoms  of  concern  were  manifcftcd  by  the 
people,  which  alarmed  the  King's  enemies  greatly.  It 
was  reported  and  believed  for  one  day, that  he  was  dead; 
I  myfelf  heard  it  infmuatcd  in  a  pretty  large  company 
that  he  was  murdered;  one  perfon  exclaimed  with 
indignation — "  Les  fcelerats  I'ont  cmpoifonne*  !'* 

The  King's  appearance  In  the  Con\*ention,  the  dig- 
nified rcfignation  of  his  manner,  the  admirable  promj)- 
titude  and  candour  of  hlsanfwers,  made  fuch  an  evident 
imprclTion  on  fome  of  the  audience  in  the  galleries, 
that  a  determined  enemy  of  Royalty,  who  had  his  eye 
upon  them,  declared  that  he  was  afraid  of  henring  the 
cry  of  Vive  le  Roi  !  IfTue  from  the  tribunes;  and  added, 
that  if  the  King  had  remained  ten  minutes  longer  in 
their  fight,  he  was  convinced  it  would  have  happened: 
for  which  reafon  he  v/as  vehemently  agaioll  his  beino^. 
brought  to  the  bar  a  fecond  time. 

The  Commiflioners"whodo  duty  at  the  Temple  \vcre 
cenfurcd  for  drawing  up  their  reports  fo  as  to  excite 
compaflion,  and  were  required  to  avoid  this  for  the 
future.  The  thing  was  impoflible,  unlefs  they  had  been 
permitted  to  falfify;  for  a  bare  relation  of  the  fafls,  in 
tlio  coldcll  language,  muft  have  produced  the  effccfi 
they  wifhcd  to  prevent. 

Terror  has  a£led  a  principle  part  fince  the  beginning 
of  this  Revolution — Terror  firit  produced  the  cmigni- 
tions,  to  wliich  a  great  pioportion  of  the  raiferlcs  which 
Fiance  has  fnffered  are  owing — Terror  j)roductd  that 
fliameful  paffivefitfs  in  ti»c  inhabitants  of  Paris  and 
Verfailles  during  the  mafiacrcs — Terror  prevented  fym- 
pathy  from  appearlnjr  In  the  faces  of  many  who  frit  it 
in  their  hearts  for  the  unfortunate  mwnarcli,   during 

♦  The  villainj  have  poifoncd  hisil 
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tills  procefs,  and  Terror  at  lafl  pronotinced  the  fentencc 
of  his  death. 

Befides.the  means  already  mentioned,  of  inflaming  the 
populace  by  pamphlets  and  hand-bills,  men  were  hired 
to  mix  with  the  groups,  in  the  Palais  Royal,  and  on  the 
terrace  of  the  Feuillans,  to  harangue  on  the  neceffity  of 

.  condemning  the  King  without  farther  form  of  procefs: 
and  fomeofthofe  men  went  the  length  of  aiTerting,  that 
If  the  Convention  did  not,  the  people  would  take  that 
bufinefs  on  themfelves,  and  afterwards  execute  the  fame 

Juftice  on  all  the  Deputies  who  fhould  vote  for  faving 
him. 

All  thofe  inhuman  manoeuvres  did  not  prevent  its 
;  being- ftronglyftated  by  fome  members  in  the  Conven- 
tion, that  if  the  King's  counfel  were  not  allowed  fufii- 
cient  time  to  prej>are  his  defence,  the  decree  by  which 
counfel  was  granted  to  him  would  be  confidered  as  an 
infult,  and  the  trial  a  mockery. — It  was  alfo  boldly  at- 
ferted   by  one  member,  that  "  if  rancour  and   mean 
•  **  frlfifh  views  had  not  hardened  the  hearts  of  fome  pre- 
=  "  fent,  fo  plain  and  obvious  a  peace  of  juftice  never 
■'**  would  have  afforded  a  moment's  debate." — "  It  has 
**  been  faid,"  added  another,  "  that  there  are  Royalifts 
'"  in  the  Convention.     So  there  are;  but  they  confift 
^  -•**  of  thofe  who  pufti  on   the  procefs  with  royal  fury 
s  #«  and  precipitation — men  who  are  not  for  trying  but 
**  butchering   Lewis  XVI.  and  thereby  gratifying  all 
**  the  princes  at  war  with  the   Republic,  by  railing  a 
"  general  indignation  all  over  Europe,  at  the  manifeft 
v«  cruelty  and  injuftice  of  a  Republican  Afiembly." 

Thefe  remonftrances  feem  to  have  fome  effedl ;  for  it 
was  decreed,  that  the  King  fhould  be  allowed  till  the 
26th  of  December  to  prepare  his  defence. 

It  was  alfo  propofed,  that  during  this  interval  the 
iKing  fhould  have  a. free  intercourfe  with  his  family.— 
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This  was  no  fooner  mentioned  than  it  was  afTcnted  to 
by  tlic  exclamations  of  a  great  majority  of  the  Affembly. 
**  You  may  decree  tliis  as  much  as  you  pleafe,"  cried 
Talh"en;"but  if  the  Municipahty  do  not  choofc  it, 
he  will  be  allowed  to  fee  none  of  them." 

Here  this  man's  malice  carried  him  farther  than  his 
accomplices  approved  ;  it  \^as  moved  that  he  ftiould  be 
cenfured,  and  that  the  cenfure  fhould  be  inferred  in  the 
verbal  procefs:  he  attempted  to  avert  this  by  a  fiUy  ex- 
planation, which  proved  ineffectual. 

The  Affembly  feemed  pretty  generally  difpofed  to 
allow  a  free  communnication  between  the  King  and  all 
liis  family,  v.-hen  Rcubcll  afTtited,  that  it  ivould  be 
highly  improper  to  al;<nv  him  any  communication  with 
the  Queen  and  the  Princefs  Elizabeth,  wlio  were  in- 
volved in  the  accufation,  as  there  was  rcafon  to  believe 
they  had  fent  their  diamonds  to  their  brothers,  to  help 
them  to  make  war  on  the  nation.  On  this  defpicahle 
pretext  the  King  was  allowed  to  have  intercourfe  with 
liis  children  only,  and  they  were  ordered  to  be  kept  fepa- 
rate  from  their  mother  and  aunt  till  the  cad  of  the  pro- 
cefs. 

It  liad  been  obferved  that  very  few  of  the  real  Bour- 
gcoifie  of  Paris  could  of  late  get  accefs  to  the  tribunes, 
tiie  places  being  pre-oceupicd  by  a  fct  of  hired  vaga- 
bonds, generally  the  fame  every  day:  lo  tliat  when  the 
other  departments  complain  of  being  under  the  controul 
of  the  finale  city  of  Paris,  they  do  not  ftate  the  grievance 
in  its  full  magnitude.  All  the  departments  of  France, 
including  that  of  Pan's,  are,  in  reality,  often  obliged  to 
fubmrt  to  the  clamorous  tyranny  of  a  fet  of  hired  ruf- 
fians in  the  tribunes,  who  ufurp  tlie  name  and  functions 
of  the  Peuple  Souvenu'n,  and  iecrctly  dttedled  by  a 
few  demagogues,  govern  this  unhappy  nation. 

To  remedy  this,  Manuel  propofed,  that   a  ccrlai  ^ 
number  of  tickets  of  adniiilion  fliould  be  fent  every  day 


C    277    ] 

to  the  feftions  to  be  dlilributed  among  the  real  citizens. 
As  this  plan  would  have  prevented  certain  manoeuvres 
of  the  Mountain,  that  faftion  oppofed  it  with  great 
violence;  the  people  in  the  galleries  thundered  againft 
it;  fome  of  them  called  out,  "  A  PAbbaye  Manuel, 
a  PAbbaye  I'ariftocrat  Manuel  !"  Legendre,  the 
butcher,  propofed,  that  it  fhould  be  decreed,  that  Ma- 
nuel had  loll  his  fenfes. — This  fally,  the  fineffe  of  which 
will  not  be  apparent  to  all  the  world,  was  thought  ex- 
quifite  by  the  people  in  the  tribunes.  When  they  had 
done  with  their  applaufe,  Manuel  returned  his  thanks 
to  Legendre,  for  not  having  moved  that  it  fhould  be 
decreed  that  he  was  an  ox ;  becaufe,  if  that  had  palTed, 
Legendre  might  have  thought  he  had  a  right  to 
flaughter  him. 

Monfieur  Defeize  was  added  to  Meffrs.  de  Malefher- 
bes  and  Tronchet,  as  a  counfel  for  the  King:  the  bufi- 
nefs  they  had  to  go  through  was  too  laborious  for  two 
perfons  only,  and  the  time  allowed  ftill  too  (hort. 

From  the  report  of  one  of  the  Commiffioners  we 
learn  the  following  particulars,  which,  though  minute, 
ferve  to  illuftrate  the  character  of  the  King  : — The 
Com.miflioners,  who  were  ordered  on  duty  at  the  Tem- 
ple, having,  according  to  cuftom,  drawn  lots  for  their 
different  polls,  that  of  the  King's  apartment  fell  to  a 
M.  Cubieres,  who,  with  another  Commiffioner,  was 
introduced  at  eleven  at  night,  the  King  being  thea 
afleep.  He  rofe  as  ufual  at  feven,  and  took  a  book, 
which  they  afterwards  found  was  a  breviary ; — break- 
fail  was  brought  at  nine,  but  the  King  refufed  to  eat 
becaufe  it  was  the  fall  of  Le  Qyatre  Tems. — He  fpent 
fome  time  in  prayei-,  and  afterwards  aflced  Cubieres 
about  the  health  of  the  Queen  and  his  filler. — He 
walked  muling  through  the  room ;  and  then,  rai- 
fuig  his  eyes  to  Heaven,  "  This  day  (faid  he)  my 
daughter  is  fourteen  years  of  age."  The  unhappy 
Prince  repeated  the  fame  expreffion  after  a  paufe,  du- 
VoL.  II.  A  a  ^ 
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ring  which  the  tears  flowed  from  his  eyes,  and  he  was 
greatly  agitated. 

Monfieur  de  Malefherbcs  and  the  other  two  counfcl 
came,  and  he  pafTed  mod  of  that  day  and  the  next  with 
them,  and  with  four  deputies  from  the  Convention,  who 
came  with  papers  relative  to  his  trial. 

One  of  the  CommifTioners  faid  to  Malefhcrbes,  in  a 
convcrfation  apart,  that  he  was  furprifed  to  obfcrve  that 
he  gave  the  Moniteur  and  other  Journals  to  Lewis,  be- 
caufe  he  would  by  it  become  acquainted  with  many 
things  very  difagreeable,  and  particularly  to  what  a 
degree  the  people  were  prejudiced  againfl  him.  Monf. 
Malefherbes  replied,  that  the  King  (for  he  perfilled  in 
calling  him  the  King)  was  of  a  itrong  character,  and 
beheld  his  misfortunes  with  magnanimity. 

The  Commiflioncr  hinted  to  M.  de  MaleOierbes,  that, 
by  the  free  admifiion  he  had  to  the  King,  he  might,  if 
he  were  not  an  honell  man,  furnilh  him  with  poifon. 

"  If  I  fhould,"  replied  M.  de  Malefherbes,  the  King 
is  too  fmcere  a  chrillian  to  make  ufc  of  it."  ' 

The  refolution  of  the  Convention  to  tr)'  the  King 
and  to  be  themfelves  his  judges,  aftonifhed  Europe,  and 
was  heard  with  forrow  and  indignation  by  the  unfortu- 
nate natives  of  France,  whom  the  violence  of  the  late' 
meafures,  or  fears  of  aflafTmation,  had  driven  from  their 
country. 

Some  of  them,  diftinguifhed  for  their  talents  as  well' 
as  for  the  offices  they  held  in  their  own  comitn-,  were 
in  England  at  this  interelling  period,  and  fhcwcd  a 
ftrong  defire  of  doing  every  thing  in  their  power,  in 
juftification  of  a  prince  of  whofc  innocence  they  all 
feemed  fully  convinced. 

M.  Louis  dc  Narbonnc,  who  had  been  Miniftcr  oj 
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War  when  the  hoftilltles  began  between  France  and  the 
Emperor,  and  from  that  circumftance  was  enabled  to 
throw  great  light  on  the  fubjecl,  wrote  to  the  Preiident 
of  the  Convention,  offering  to  appear  at  the  bar  as  one 
of  the  defenders  of  the  King,  provided  a  prote6lion 
was  fent  to  make  it  fafe  for  him  to  pafs  and  repafs 
through  France.  The  Convention  pafied  to  the  order 
of  the  day  on  this  requeft,  without  even  allowing  the 
reafons  which  M.  de  Narbonne  gave  for  its  peculiar 
propriety  to  be  read. 

M.  dc  Narbonne  then  drew  up  a  declaration  in  jufti- 
I  fication  of    his  Sovereign,    which    he   tranfmitted  to 
jVIeffrs.  Tronchet  and   Malefherbes :  from  the  laft  he 
received  the  following  letter  : 

Paris,  31  Decembre,  1792, 

"  J'ai  re^u,  Monfieur,  votre  lettre  et  la  declaration 

de  vos  fentimens. 

**  Vous  ne  me  mandez  pas  quel  ufage  vous  voulez 
que  j'en  faffe.     Si  c'eft  de  la  faire  imprimer,  ce  ne  peut 
i  pas  etrc  moi  qui  m'en  charge,  parce  qu'etant  le  confeil 
de  celui  qui  fut  mon  Roi,  je  ne  peux  faire  aucune  de- 
marche qui  ne  foit  regardee  comme  faite  par  lui.     Au 
I  refte,  votre  declaration  ne  peut  avoir  aucune  influence 
;  fur  le  jugement  de  la  Convention  Nationale,  parce  que 
la  I'heure  ou  je  vous  ecris,  on  precede  au  jugement. 

"  Il.eft  pofiible  que  le  jugement  qu'on  rendra,  en- 

jtraine  une  autre  difcuffion  en  prefence  de  la  nation.  Ce 

I  fera  alors  a  vous  de  voir  fi  vous  croyez  devoir  faire  pa- 

roitrc  votre  declaration  en  faveur  du  plus  malheureux 

et  du  plus  vertueux  des  hommes. 

*'  Quant  a  moi,  fi  la  caufe  fe  plaide  devant  la  nation, 
je  fuis  tres  determine  a  la  foutenir  auffi  publiquement 
que  je  pourrai,  quand  meme  on  prononceralt  que  je  ne 
fuis  plus  le  defenfeur  legal  de  I'innocent. 
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**  Dans  cc  cas  Ta,  Monfieur,  je  voiis  previens  que  je 
me  fen-irai  de  pluileurs  articles  dc  votre  lettre  fans  prc- 
tendre  me  les  appropricr,  parce  qu'il  ne  me  ferait  pas 
poflible  de  rcndre  aulTi  bien  que  vous,  plufieurs  grandes 
Tcrites,  qu'il  fcrr  important  de  mettre  fous  Ics  ycux  dc 
la  nation. 

"  Mais  la  plus  grande  partie  de  votre  declaration  con- 
cerne  des  faits  qui  vous  font  perfonnels,  et  que  vous  fcul 
avez  droit  de  certifier. 

(Signe)  Malesherbf.s*. 

**  A  Monfieur  Louis  de  Narbonne, 
Miniftre  de  la  Guerre  de  France, 
a  Londrts." 

M.  de  Narbonne  wrote  the  following  anfwer  to  M. 
Malefherbes: 

♦  I  have  received  your  letter,  and  the  declaration  of  your  fen- 
timenO.  You  do  not  inform  mc  wh.it  ufe  you  wi(h  to  be  made  of 
them.  If  you  defirc  to  have  them  printed,  I  am  not  the  perfon  who 
can  take  upon  me  to  do  it;  becaufe,  being  one  of  his  couiifel  whowat 
my  King,  \*hatevcr  1  do  will  be  confidered  as  done  by  him.  Befides* 
your  declaration  can  have  no  influence  nn  the  dccilion  of  the  Nation- 
al Convention,  becaufe,  at  the  very  time  I  am  wiiting,  they  arc  pro- 
ceeding to  judgement. 

It  is  poflible  that  the  fentence  they  will  pronounce  may  occafion 
another  difculTion  in  prrfence  of  the  whole  nation.  You  will  then 
confidcr  vkhether  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  puhli(h  your  drclar-ition 
in  favour  of  the  moft  unfortunate  and  mort  virtuous  of  men.  As  for 
jny  p:>.rt,  if  the  caufc  fliill  be  brought  before  the  nation,  I  am  refoived 
to  fupport  it  as  publicly  as  I  can,  even  although  they  Ihould  decide 
that  1  am  no  longer  the  legal  defender  of  the  innocent. 

In  that  cafe,  I  fhall  avail  myf-lf  of  feveral  articles  in  your  letter, 
without  allcraiio:),  beciufc  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  exprefs  fo  well  as 
you  have  done,  certain  great  tiuths,  which  it  will  be  of  importance 
to  lay  before  the  nation. 

But  the  greateft  part  of  your  declaration  confifts  of  faif\$  perfonal  to 
yourfdf,  and  which  you  alone  have  the  right  to  certify. 

(Signed;  M.nlisuerbss. 
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«*  En  m'annon9ant,  Monfieur,  que  vous  avez  re^u  la 
declaration  que  j'ai  eu  I'honneur  de  vous  addreflVr,  vous 
femblez  defirer  que  je  vous  indique  I'ufage  que  je  fou- 
haite  qui  en  foit  faite,  Permettez-moi  de  m'en  rap- 
porter  fur  cela  a  votre  courageufe  vertu,  et  foyez  fur  que 
j'apprendrai  avec  reconnoiflance  tout  ce  qui  fera  fait 
par  vous.  Au  moment  du  jugement  de  celui  que  je 
choifirois  avec  orgueil  et  avec  tranfport  pour  mon  roi, 
je  fis  propofer  aux  miniftres  Francois,  ailuellement  en 
Angleterre,  de  fe  rendre  fur  le  champ  a  Paris,  pour 
nous  ranger  autour  de  notre  malhereux  monarque.  lis 
crurent  voir  dans  cette  demarche  ;  des  inconveniens  pour 
fa  caufe  ;  ils  en  trouverent  egalement  a  ecrire  une  let- 
tre  lignee  de  nous  tons,  pour  demander  un  faur-conduit 
qui  nous  mit  a  meme  de  reclamer  toute  notre  refpon- 
fabihte.  Je  fus  reduit  a  faire  fuel  cette  demarche,  et 
ma  lettre  ne  fut  pas  meme  lue  par  PAffemblee.  II  ne 
m'eft  done  rede  de  moyen  d'acquitter  cette  dette  de 
ma  confcience,  que  par  la  declaration  a  laquelle  vous 
daignez  donner  quelque  eloge. 

"  Ah  !  c'efl  vous,  Monfieur,  et  vos  rcfpedlables  col- 
legues,  qui  les  meritez  toutes. 

•'  Un  de  mes  amis,  Monfieur  d'Arblay,*  retire  aT)'ec 
moi  a  la  campagne,  a  cru  que  la  depofition  qu'il  vous 
a  envoyee,  pourroit  etre  de  quelque  utilite,  dans  une 
difcufTion  ;  il  fe  joint  a  moi  pour  vous  expriniier  les 
memes  fentimens. 

*'  J'ai  I'honneur,  &c.  &c. 

(Signe)  L.  de  NARBONWE.f" 

*  This  is  the  fame  gallant  officer  of  whom  mention  is  made  in  the 
firft  volume, 

f  In  informing  me  that  you  have  received  the  declaration  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  fend  you,  you  feem  to  defire  that  I  fhould  acquaint 
■  you  with  the  ufe  I  wifh  to  be  made  of  it.     Allow  me  to  leave  it  en- 
tirely to  your  intrepid  virtue,  and  be  perfuaded  that  I  (hall  gratefully 
approve  of  what  vou  think  moft  proper. 

A  a  2 
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M.  de  Narbonne  afterwards  received  the  letter  which 
follows  : 

Malefhcrbes,  29  janvifr,  179J. 

"  Votre  lettre  du  10  Janvier  m'eft  arrivee,  Mon- 
fieur,  a  la  campagnc  ou  je  fuis  retire  depuis  I'cvenc- 
ment. 

**  Vous  favez  furement  que  la  declaration  de  vosfen- 
timens  que  vous  m'avez  envoyec  manufcrite  a  etc 
imprimce.  Je  ne  fais  pas  fur  quelle  copie  a  etc 
faite  cctte  imprcflion  :  je  n'y  ai  eu  aucune  part.  Le 
feul  ufa^e  que  j'ai  fait  de  votre  lettre,  et  de  la  decla- 
ration qui  y  etait  jointe,  a  cte  de  les  lire  a  celui  que  ce- 
la  intereflait.  II  en  fut  touche,  et  mdme  attendri  :  il 
me  recommanda  de  nc  Ics  par  publier  par  la  crainte  de 
vouscompromettre;  car  il  a  eu,  fur  cela,  les  attentions 
les  plus  fcrnpulcufts  jufqu'au  dernier  foupir.  I.'origi- 
nal  fut  remis  parlui  a  un  de  mes  collegues,  qui  dcfiia 
de  I'avoir  pour  le  relire  a  tcte  rtpofce;  ct  il  ni'a  afluic 
qu'il  n'cft  pas  forti  de  fes  mains. 

At  the  moment  of  the  trial  of  him,  whom  with  pride  and  tranf- 
port  I  would  choofe  for  my  King,  1  fcnt  a  propofal  to  the  French  Mi- 
iiifters,  who  are  at  prcfciit  in  England,  that  wcfhould  iinmedi^teivfet 
out  for  Paris,  and  take  our  ftand  by  the  fide  of  our  unfortunate  King. 

They  thought  fuch  a  meafure  would  be  prejudicial  to  his  cau(e, 
and  that  it  would  be  equally  fo,  to  write  a  letter  (igned  by  us  all  de- 
manding a  fafe-condud,  wl)ich  fliould  enable  us  to  challenge  the  re- 
fponfibility  of  our  rcfpe£\ive  offices  at  the  bar  of  the  Convention.  1 
wa&  obliged  to  adopt  this  meafure  alone,  but  my  letter  was  not  fo  much 
as  read  in  the  affembly;  and  no  other  means  remained  for  me  by 
which  I  could  f^tisfy  my  confcience,  but  the  declaration  on  which 
you  arc  pleafed  to  beftowfomc  commendation.  It  is  to  you  and  your 
rcfpeftablc  colleagues  that  every  praifc  is  due.  M.  dWrhl.iy,  one 
my  friends,  who  lives  with  me  in  the  country,  thinks  that  the  dep*  . 
tion  which  he  fends  may  be  offcr>'icei  he  joins  me  iu  exprclfing  tkw 
famc  fcntiments. 

I  have  ihc  honor  to  be,  ^-e. 


i 
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"  J'al  Phonneur,  Monfieur,  de  voiis  affurer  de  tout 
mon  attachement. 

(Signe)  "  Malesherbes.*" 

M.  Cazales,  who  had  been  a  Member  of  the  Confli- 
tuent  Affembly,  was  at  that  time  in  London.  This 
gentleman  wrote  a  letter  to  Lewis  XVL  requeiting,  in 
cafe  he  fhould  fo  far  acknowled^^e  the  jurifdiftion  of 
the  Convention  as  to  make  a  defence  before  their  tri- 
bunal, that  he  would  choofe  him  for  his  advocate.  M. 
'Cazales  urges  fome  particular  reafons  for  this  requell, 
that  feem  equally  jull  and  generous. 

He  addreffed  the  Prefident  of  the  Convention,  that 
he  might  be  allowed  a  fafe-condudl  to  enable  him  to 
perform  the  honourable  taflc  which  he  had  folicited, 
and  was  in  hopes  of  obtaining  leave  to  execute  ;  adding, 
that  he  did  not  make  this  requell  in  the  expeftation  of 
having  his  name  effaced  from  the  lift  of  emigrants,  for 
he  gloried  in  participating  their  political  opinions  and 
their  misfortunes. 

M.  Cazales  enclofed  both  thefe  letters  in  one  to 
Petion,  the  Mayor  of  Paris ;  begging  him,  after  he 
had  read  them,  to  deliver  the  one  to  the  King,  and  the 
other  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Convention,  and  rcqueft- 
ing  an  anfwer  as  foon  as  poffible  from  Petion. 

*  Your  letter  of  the  loth  of  January  I  received  in  the  country, 
where  I  have  been  ever  fince  the  event. 

You  know  undoubtedly  that  the  declaration  which  you  fent  me  in 
manufcript  has  been  printed,  I  am  ignorant  from  vv-hatcopy  this  has 
been  done;  I  had  no  hand  in  it.  The  only  ufe  I  made  of  your 
letter,  and  of  the  declaration  which  came  with  it,  was  to  read  them 
to  the  perfon  whom  they  moft  concerned.  He  was  very  much  affedt- 
cd  ;  he  defired  me  not  to  publifh  them,  left:  it  fhould  bring  you  to 
trouble  ;  for  on  that  head  he  obferved  the  moft  fcrupulous  attention 
until  his  laft  moment.  The  original  was  delivered  by  him  to  one  of 
my  colleagues,  who  wifhed  to  read  it  in  more  tranquility.  He  aflured 
Hie  that  it  was  never  out  of  his  poffeflion. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 
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This  propofal  of  M.  Cazales  was  treated  with  the 
fame  negleft  as  the  others.  The  Convention  paffed  to 
the  order  of  the  day  when  it  was  laid  before  them. 

It  will,  no  doubt,  be  thought  extraordinan'  that  the 
Convention  fliould  have  made  the  fmallcfl:  difficulty  in 
admitting  any  body  as  the  defender  of  the  King  who 
was  agreeable  to  him  ;  but  what  is  much  more  extra- 
ordinary, and  mull  be  confidcred  as  a  llriking  piece  of 
injuftice,  was  to  intercept  papers  intended  for  his  juili- 
fication  from  reaching  him,  or  thofe  who  were  charged 
with  his  defence.  Yet  tliis  injuflice,  linking  as  it 
feems,  was  certainly  exercifed  towards  this  unfortunate 
Prince. 

M.  Bertrand  de  Moleville,  late  Minifter  of  the  Ma- 
rine, was  obliged  to  conceal  himfelf,  and  afterwards  to 
fly  to  England,  fn  confcquence  of  a  decree  of  accufati- 
on  iffued  on  the  i6th  of  Auguft,  againll  all  the  late 
Minifters.* 

Being  at  London  when  the  King's  procefs  began, 
and  in  pofTelTion  of  fa<5ls  which  he  thought  might  be 
of  ufe  for  his  juftification,  he  tranfmitted  them  with  the 
Proofs  to  the  Minifter  of  Jslb'ce,  requiring  that  they 
might  be  dehvered  to  the  King. 

Afterwards,  under  cover  to  the  fame  Minifter,  he 
addrefted  a  packet  of  papers  to  M.  de  Malcfticrbes,  in- 
fcribcd.  Pieces  pour  la  yujlificalion  de  J^ou'is  XVI.  and 
he  wrote  at  the  fame  time  to  M.  de  Maleftierbcs,  in- 
forming him  of  the  two  parcels  which  had  been  fent. 

•  This  decree  was  inftantly  agreed  to,  on  reading  in  the  Aflem- 
bly  the  note  mentioned  in  Vol.  I.  M.  de  Bertrand  v%as  not  acquain- 
ted either  with  M.  Barnave  or  M.  Lameih;  he  knew  n«thing  of  the 
note,  which  bcfides  was  in  itfellof  no  importance.  Yet  it  isevident, 
from  what  fince  happened,  that  he  lias  had  a  juft  notioaofthe  difpo- 
Ction  of  thofe  he  had  to  deal  witii,  and  adcd  Tcry  wifdy  ia  taking 
refuse  iu  England. 
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Nothing  can  be  conceived  more  facred  than  this  dc- 
polit  in  the  hands  of  a  Minifter  of  Juilice. 

One  of  the  abufes  complained  of  in  the  ancient  go- 
vernment was,  that  the  papers  fent  to  prifoners  nccef- 
fary  for  their  defence,  were  fometimes  intercepted,  and 
notdehvered  to  them  in  time  ;  the  Conilituent  Aff°m- 
bly  therefore  had  decreed,  that  accufed  perfons  (hould 
freely  receive  all  papers  or  raem.orials  for  their  defence 
within  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours. 

M.  de  Bertrand  mull  have  been  greatly  furprifed 
and  fhocked  when  he  received  the  following  letter  from 
M.  de  Malefherbes  : 

Paris,  le3i  Odlobre,  1792. 

"  Le  Miniftre  de  la  Juflice  a  re^u  un  paquet  de  M. 
de  Bertrand  pour  etre  remis  a  Louis  XVI.  et  conte- 
nant  des  pieces  pour  fa  juicification. 

"  Le  Miniftre  n'ayant  point  de  communication  avec 
le  prifonnier,  a  envoye  ce  paquet  a  la  Convention  Na- 
tlonale. 

"  Le  meme  Miniftre  a  recu  une  lettre  depuis  du 
meme  M.  Bertrand,  addreflee  amoi,  et  il  y  avoit  fur 
Tadrefte,  Pieces  pour  la  Juftification  de  Louis  XVL 
Ces  motS.ont  fait  penfer  au  Miniftre  qu'il  etoit  aufll 
oblige  de  renvoyerce  paquet  devant  la  Convention  Na- 
tionale.  C'eft  ce  que  ce  Miniftre  m'a  dit  quand  j'ai 
ete  le  reclame r. 

"  J'ai  fu  que  ces  deux  paquets  avoient  ete  renvoyes 
par  la  Convention  k  un  comite  ;  j'ai  ete  a  ce  comite 
pour  reclamer  au  nom  de  cclui  dont  je  fuis  le  defen- 
feur,  le  paquet  qui  eft  pour  lui,  et  en  mon  nom  celui 
qui  eft  pour  moi.  J'ai  vu  que  les  paquets  avoient  ete 
ouverts  :  il  y  a  avoit  des  pieces  imprimes,  et  dans  un 
des  paquets,  qui  n'eft  pas  le  mien,  des  pieces  manu- 
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fcrites  qu'on  nc  m'a  pas  laifle  lire,  et  qu'on  m'a  dit  ctre 
des  ad^es. 

**  On  m'a  rcmis  fans  di'fficultc  ks  impn'mcs  que 
j'avois  deja:  pour  les  mamifcritts,  on  n'a  pas  voulu  me 
lea  remettre  lans  avoir  un  ordre  de  la  Convention  Na- 
tionale. 

"  Qiiclqu'nn  du  comite  a  etc  a  la  Convention,  les 
pieces  a  la  main,  poi:r  rcmander  I'ordre.  II  til  revenu,  et 
m'a  dit  que  fur  fa  demande  on  a  paffe  a  I'ordre  du  jorr. 
Mais  il  n'a  point  rapporte  les  pieces,  ct  m'a  dit  qu'il 
les  avoit  laiHcts  fur  le  bureau.  II  m'a  pas  paru  qu'il 
ait  fait  condater,  par  aucun  afte,  que  ces  pieces  qui 
ctoient  dans  fun  depot  en  etoicnt  lortles. 

**  J'ai  demande  a.  ces  M.  M.  comment  je  pourrois  mc 
pourvoir  pour  avoir  cls  pieces.  T(jut  Ic  moiide  s'tft 
regarde,  et  perfonne  ne  m'a  rien  repondu. 

**  Voila  oil  nous  en  fommes.      Je  n'ai  pas  cru  devoir 
infiiltr  fur  cct  objet  aupres  de  la  Convention,  pendant 
qu'clle  eft  occupce  a.  delibcrcr  fur  Ic  jugemeiit  de  Louis. 
(Signt)  *'  Malesherbes*." 

•  The  Miniftcr  of  Juftice  received  a  packet  from  M.  de  Bertrand, 
to  be  delivered  to  Lewis  XVI,  containing  papers  for  his  jurtification. 

The  Minifter  having  no  communication  with  the  Prifoner,  fcnt 
the  packet  to  the  Convention. 

The  fame  Miniller  has  fince  received  a  letter  from  M.  d«  Rretnind 
aiidreflcd  to  mc,  with  a  p»fcc\  entitled,  Paf>erj/u>  l/jt  'Jufiijicaii^n  cf 
Lr'wh  XVI.  Thelc  words  made  the  Mmillcr  iliink  that  it  was  his 
duty  to  deliver  this  packet  alfo  to  the  Convention.  This  is  what  the 
Mmiftcr  told  mc  wlicn  I  wailed  on  him  to  demand  the  papers. 

Being  iafnrmed  that  thofe  two  packets  had  been  tranfmitted  by 
the  Convention  to  a  Committee,  I  attended  that  Committee  to  de- 
mand in  the  name  of  him  whofe  Counfcl  I  am,  that  which  is  for 
him,  and  in  my  own  name  the  other  which  is  addrclTed  to  me.  I 
perceived  that  both  packets  had  been  opened.  Some  of  the  content* 
were  in  print;  and  in  that  packet  which  was  not  addrelVcd  to  mc, 
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The  language  of  this  letter  Is  very  guarded :  the 
writer  has  not  allowed  the  fentiments  he  muft  have  felt 
at  fuch  condudl  to  appear  ;  but  a  fimple  detail  of  the 
fa6ls  is  fufficiently  expreffive. 

M.  de  Bertrand,  in  a  denunciation  tranfmltted  from 
London  to  the  Convention,  did  not  think  the  fame 
caution  neceffary ;  he  appeals  in  terms  of  juft  indigna- 
tion to  the  refleftion  of  the  Convention  on  fuch  a  fla- 
grant breach  of  their  own  decrees,  and  deviation  from 
every  rule  of  common  equity. 

The  MInifter  of  Juftlce  Informed  the  Convention,  on 
the  14th  of  January,  1793,  that  he  had  received  this 
denunciation  of  M.  Bertrand  ;  that  he  underftood  it 
was  alfo  publifhed  in  the  Courier  de  I'Europe,  and  the 
minute  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London. 

One   member  obferved,  that  Bertrand  having  cml- 

thcre  were  papers  in  manufcript,  which  I  was  not  permitted  to  read 
and  which  they  told  me  were  adls. 

They  gave  me  without  difficulty  the  papers  which  were  in  print, 
and  which  I  had  already  :  as  for  the  manufcripts,  they  did  not  choofe 
to  give  me  them  without  an  order  from  the  Convention, 

A  Member  of  the  Committee  having  gone  to  the  Convention  with 
the  papers  to  obtain  the  order,  returned  and  informed  me,  that  on 
this  requeft  they  had  paffed  to  the  order  of  the  day  ;  but  he  did  not 
bring  back  the  papers,  telling  me  he  had  left  them  on  the  table  of 
the  Convention.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  has  afcertained  by  any 
Z.&.  that  thofe  papers  which  were  in  his  poirefllon  were  taken  from 
him. 

I  requefted  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee  to  inform  me  by 
what  means  I  could  recover  thofe  papers.     They  all  looked  at  each 
other,  but  none  of  them  made  any  anfwer. 
•4 

This  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  I  thought  it  would  not  be  pru- 
dent to  infift  on  this,  while  the  Convention  were  deliberating  on 
the  fentence  to  be  pronouaced  on  Lewis. 
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Pirated,  was  dead! n  law — that  a  dead  pcrfon  could  not 
be  fuppofed  to  write  or  fpeak.  Another  faid,  that  if 
the  Convention  fliould  bellow  attention  on  what  ap- 
peared in  newfpapers,  they  mufl  neglect  the  bufinefs  of 
tlicir  countiy ;  and  the  Minlller  of  Juftice  declartd, 
that  he  did  think  it  became  him,  as  Minifler  of  the  Re- 
pnbhc,  to  correfpond  with  a  man  who  was  not  only 
an  emigrant,  but  under  a  decree  of  acculation  :  and 
Valaze,  who  was  of  the  Committee,  faid  they  were 
teafed  with  the  number  of  papers  fent  to  them  ;  and 
that  as  for  the  manufcripts  which  Bertrand  mentions, 
he  knew  notliing  of  them,  if  they  were  not  in  a  pac- 
ket which  the  Committee  had  not  thought  it  worth 
while  to  break  open. 

On  this  candid  and  fatisfa£lory  ftate  of  the  matter, 
the  Convention  pafied  to  the  order  of  the  day ;  by 
whicli  means  the  King's  Counfel  were  prechided  from 
the  knowledge  of  certain  fad^s,  which  ^I.  de  Bertrand 
thought  material  in  tlic  King's  defence ;  which  feema 
alfo  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  {o  bafcly  in- 
tercepted them. 

The  day  preceding  tliat  on  wliich  the  King  was  to 
appear  with  his  Counfel  before  the  Convention,  Saii- 
terre  informed  them,  that  the  King,  as  he  believed, 
might  be  condu6\ed  in  fafety  to  and  from  the  Aflem- 
blv,  provided  he  returned  while  there  was  day-light  ; 
but  if  he  was  detained  till  it  was  dark,  he  could  not 
anfwer  for  what  might  happen  j  (o  great  was  tlie  fury 
of  the  people  againft  him. 

"W^en  thofe  who  cxprefs  a  fcnr  that  the  populace 
will  dellroy  the  King,  are  the  very  perfons  who  have 
been  a<fHve  in  exciting  the  public  againfl  him — it  may 
naturally  be  thought  that  the  fear  is  afie6^';jl,  on  pur- 
pofc  to  prevent  any  attempt  to  refcucliim,  rather  than 
to  prevent  his  being  dcflroycd. 
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Tlie  hypocrify  that  has  been  dlfplayed,  and  the  ivf 
tifices  that  have  been  ufed  to  impofe  upon  the  people, 
to  inflame  their  minds  againft  the  King,  and  ftifle  eve- 
ry fcntiment  of  humanity  and  remorfe,  are  odious  and 
wicked  in  the  extreme. 

When  the  Deputies  went  on  the  morning  of  the 
26th  of  December  to  the  Convention,  all  thofe  who 
were  fufpe6led  to  favour  the  King  were  infulted  by  the 
crowds,  who  befet  the  paiTages  into  the  Aflembly-hall, 
as  Rolandills,  Briffotins  and  R'oyalifts :  moft  of  the 
Deputies  were  there  by  eight ;  and  notwithftanding 
that  a  decree  had  pafTed  the  evening  before  to  clear  the 
galleries,  and  not  to  admit  any  until  a  certain  hour  that 
morning,  the  galleries  were  found  full  of  people,  who 
had  remained  there  all  night.  It  was  pretended  that 
the  guards  could  not  poffibly  put  the  decree  in  execu- 
tion. 

Manuel  moved,  that  the  galleries  fhould  be  cleared 
of  thofe  who  had  fhcwn  fuch  contempt  to  the  decree  J 
and  that  another  fet  of  citizens  fhould  be  admitted. 
This  propofal  met  with  loud  murmurs  and  hooting, 
from  thofe  who  are  in  poflefiion  of  the  tribunes,  fup- 
ported  by  all  the  fa£lioaof  the  Mountain,  who  exclaim- 
ed for  the  order  of  the  day.  Others  fupported  the  mo- 
tion of  Maimel.  The  Prefident  divided  the  Affembly, 
whether  they  fhould  maintain  their  own  decree,  or  yield 
to  thofe  who  openly  defpife4  it  :  it  was  carried  to  pafs 
to  the  order  of  the  day. 

Here  the  influence  of  terror  is  evident. 

Some  time  previous  to  the  King's  arrival,  oile  of  the 
Commiflioners  who  had  been  on  duty  at  the  Temple 
prefented  a  parcel  of  keys,  which  the  King  had  given 
to  Clery,  his  valet. 

The  Commiflioner  obferved,  that  one  of  thefe  keys 
opened  the  iron  cheil  lately  found  full  of  papers  in  the 
A^oL.  IL       .  Bb 
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Palace,  and  other  cabinets  belonging  to  the  King;  and 
that  of  courfe  lie  mud  be  acquainted  with  the  keys  and 
papers  contained  in  the  iron  chcil. 

We  fee  men  every  day  who  are  led  into  tlic  comniif- 
fioB  of  crimes  by  the  influence  of  their  pafTions,  al- 
though tliey  liave  the  fame  idea  cf  virtue  and  vice  with 
thofc  who  live  a  more  virtuous  life  ;  but  the  conduft  of 
many  aftors  in  the  revolution,  particularly  of  late, 
tempts  us  to  bcHcve  that  they  have  different  ideas  of 
the  plained  cafes  of  right  and  wrong,  from  what  have 
been  generally  entertained  by  mankind. 

When  the  Council  of  the  Municipality  met  on  the 
25th  of  December,  to  decide  on  the  manner  in  wliich 
the  King  fhould  be  conducted  to  the  Convention, 
Chaumct,  the  Prncureur  Syndic,  faid,  that  as  the  King 
could  be  confidered  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  con- 
demned criminal  foon  to  be  executed,  it  would  be  dif- 
honourable  for  the  Magiftrates  of  the  people  to  accom- 
pany him  to  the  Convention  ;  and  that  he  ought 
therefore  to  be  conduced  by  the  militar)'  only. 

This  vxs  declaring  that  the  trial  was  a  mere  farce, 
nnd  that  it  was  already  determined  to  put  the  King  to 
death,  whatever  proofs  might  be  brought  of  his  inno- 
cence, and  whatever  might  be  urged  in  his  defence. 
There  is  great  reafon  to  think  that  this  was  really  the 
cafe;  but  it  is  moft  extraordinary  that  it  (hould  be 
mentioned  as  a  thing  quite  rcafonable  and  proper,  and 
it  is  ftill  more  extraordinary  that  it  was  rcjcdted  by  on- 
ly a  very  fmall  majority,  who  r.t  lail  decreed  that  the 
King  (hould  be  accompanied  by  the  Mayor,  the  Procu- 
rcur  Syndic,  and  thirty  Municipal  Officers. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  his  Majefty,  with  whom 
his  Counfel  had  been  from  an  early  hour,  left  the  Tem- 
ple a  little  before  nine  in  the  Mayor's  coach,  and  was 
^ondudcd  as  formerly  to  the  gate  of  the  Capucins,  ru( 
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St.  Honore,  where  the  National  Guards  formed  aline., 
through  which  he  walked  to  the  Chambre  des  Confe- 
rences, where  he  again  met  his  Counfel. 

General  Eerruyer,  Cornraauder  in  Chief  of  all  the 
military  of  the  department  of  Paris,  with  all  the  Field 
Officers  then  in  the  capital,  who  were  not  otherwife  oa 
duty,  accompanied  the  King  on  horieback  from  the 
Temple  to  the  Affembly-HalL  Berruyer  Informed 
the  Prefident  that  the  King  was  arrived.  The  Prefi- 
dent  defired  he  might  be  conducted  to  the  bar;  which 
was  done  in  the  following  order;  Berruyer  and  San» 
terre  walked  tirft,  the  Mayor  of  Paris  and  the  Procu- 
reur  after  them,  and  the  King  with  Mcifrs.  IMalefaer- 
bes,  Tronchet  and  Seze  followed.  The  Prefident 
faid,  "  Lewis,  the  Convention  has  decreed,  that  you 
fhould  be  ultimately  heard  this  day." 

His  Majefty  anfwered,  ''  Mcnncur  de  Sczq  one  of 
iny  counfel,  will  read  my  defence." 

M.  de  Seze  then  read  the  defence,  whicli  entirely  re- 
futes fome  of  the  charges,  fnews  thcconftitutional  oh- 
jeclions  to   others,   and   with  equal  candour  and  inge- 
nuity gives  a  favourable  interpretation  to  all. 

During  the  defence,  M.  de  Seze  was  obliged  to  flop 
two  or  three  times:  at  thofe  intervals  th^  King  was 
obferved  to  fpeak  to  one  or  other  of  his  counfel,  which 
he  did  with  a  fm.iling  countenance. 

Wlien  the  defence  was  finiihed^  he  arofe,  and  hold- 
ing a  paper  in  his  hand,  pronounced  in  a  calm  manner, 
and  with  a  iirni  voice,  what  follows: — "  Citizens,  you 
have  heard  my  defence  ;  I  now  fpeak  to  you,  perhaps 
for  the  lall  time,  and  declare  that  my  Counfel  have  af- 
ferted  nothing  'to  you  but  the  truth  ;  my  confcience 
reproaches  me  with  nothing  ;  I  never  was  afraid  of  ha- 
ving my  condud  inveftigated  ;  but    I   obfcr\ed  with 
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o^reat  uneafinefs,  that  I  was  accuft  J  of  giving  orJtrs 
tor  flieddin^  the  blood  of  the  people  on  the  icth  of 
Augull.  The  proofs  I  have  given  through  my  whole 
life  of  a  contrary  difpofition,  1  hoped  would  have  favcd 
me  from  fuch  an  imputation,  which  I  now  folcninly 
declare  Is  entirely  groundlefs.'*  The  Prefident  ordered 
the  keys  to  be  Ihcwn  to  the  King,  and  al]<ed  if  .he 
knew  them.  The  King  anfwered,  **  that  he  remem- 
bered to  have  given  a  parcel  of  keys  to  Clery  ;  but  it 
was  fo  long  fince  he  had  made  ufe  of  them,  that  he  did 
not  know  whether  thefe  were  the  fame.'* 

Tlie  Prefident  being  aflced,  *'  Whether  he  wiflicd 
to  fay  any  thing  farther,"  and  being  anfwered  in  the 
negative,  the  King  withdrew  into  the  Chamber  of  Con- 
ferences. Cbfcrving  that  IvI.  dc  Seze  was  greatly  heat- 
ed, he  expreflcd  anxiety  about  his  health,  and  enqui- 
red Wijether  he  could  not  find  means  to  change  his 
linen. 

On  the  way  from  the  Temple  to  the  Affcmbly,  fomc 
perfon  In  the  carriage  with  the  King  made  mention  of 
lome  of  the  Roman  hillorians,  which  gave  him  occa- 
fton  to  fay,  that  he  preferred  Tacitus  to  Lhy  :  he  ac- 
c'lfed  the  latter  of  having  ccmpofed  fpecchcs  for  the 
Generals,  which  certainly  had  never  been  pronounced. 
On  his  return  from  the  Affembly,  he  prcferved  the 
fiime  ferenity.  The  Procureur  had  ju's  hat  on,  whicli 
had  not  been  the  cafe  when  he  was  In  the  carriage  with 
the  King,  the  fiii'l  time  he  went  to  and  from  the  Con- 
vention. Tlie  Kingto'.  k  notice  of  this  piece  of  rudo- 
nefs,  by  faying  to  him,  '*  You  had  forgot  your  hat 
the  lad  time  you  attended  me  ;  but  you  have  been 
more  careful  of  your  health  on  this  occafija." 

Cbfcrving  that  the  Procureur  bowed  and  waved  his 
hand  with  a  look  of  familiarity  to  fome  pcrfons  in  the 
Arects,  the  King  falil,  '*  I  fuppofe  thefe  arc  citizen.^ 
of  vtKii-   rK'^ion?"  The    Procm-eur    anfv^eicd,  *'  No, 
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they  do  not  belong  to  my  fedlion;  but  they  were 
merabei-s  of  the  General  Council  of  the  i  oth  of  Auguil, 
'whom  I  altvays  fee  luilh  pleafure.'' 

The  Mayor  held  his  fniifi-box  in  his  hand  :  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Municipality  looking  at  a  portrait  of 
M.  Chanfibon'swife  on  the  lid,  made  the  ufual  obf^r- 
vation,  that  the  original  was  handiomer  than  the  por- 
trait.— T!ic  King  alfodefired  to  fee  it;  which  having 
done,  he  faid  that  Monf.  Chambon  was  happy  in  pof- 
fefTing  a  woman  more  beautiful  than  fuch  a  portrait.  ^ 

The  King  arrived  at  the  Temple  in  fafety,  though 
the  cries  of  the  rabble  were  more  noify  and  frequent 
than  on  the  former  day. 

He  had  no  fooner  withdrawn  from  the  Aflembly, 
than  Manuel  propofed  that  the  King's  defence  fliould 
be  printed,  and  fent  to  the  eighty-four  department:^, 
and  that  all  difcuillon  concerning  it  (hould  be  ad-, 
journed  fcr  three  days. 

The  mention  of  adjournment  excited  the  moll  noify 
murmurs  from  fom.e  of  the  members,  and  all  the  people 
in  the  galleries.  Duhem,  deputy  from  the  department 
of  the  North,  diilinguilhedhimftlf  on  this  occafion. — 
He  cried,  that  Lewis  had  been  heard — that  there  was 
no  pretext  for  farther  delay — and  infilled  that  the 
Convention  fliould  inllantly  proceed,  by  the  nominal 
appeal,  to  pronounce  judgment. — The  murmurs  were 
converted  into  applaufc.  Lanjuinais  began  to  fpeak  : 
"  The  time  is  pafied,"  faid  he,  "  when  bloody-mind- 
ed men  could  force  the  Aflembly,  by  threats  to  pro- 
nounce de.^rading  decrees ;  do  they  expe£l  that  we 
(hall  dilhonour  ourfelves  by  pronouncing  judgment, 
without  havino;  had  time  to  wtigh  the  defence  of  the 
accufed  ?"  He  was  interrupted  by  clamours.  Some 
called  out  to  fend  him  to  the  Abbaye,  on  the  pre- 
tence of  his  having  infinuated  a  rciieftion  againil  the 
heroes  of  the  lOth  of  Augull :  it  was  with  infinite  dif- 
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ficulty  that  he  was  allowed  to  explain.  After  which, 
Legendre  and  olhers  recommenced  their  outcries  for 
pronouncing  judgment  before  they  (hould  fcparate. — 
*'  Do  you  intend  to  a(fk  as  a  judge,  or  as  a  butcher  ?'* 
faid  Kcrfaint  ? 

This  farcafm  was  applauded  by    many  of  the  depu- 
ties, but  hooted  by  the  tribunes. 

RafFron,  of  the  department  of  Paris,  always  a  vciy 
zealous,  and  often  a  very  clamorous  Mem.ber,  attempt- 
ed to  fpcak  ;  a  deaf  pcrfon  would  have  thought,  from 
the  violence  of  hisgeitures,  and  his  gaping,  that  he  was 
bellowing  very  loud  :  the  man  was  fo  hoarfe  with  cold 
that  he  could  not  be  heard,  which  increafed  the  anger 
of  his  heart,  and  the  contos  ticns  of  his  countenance, 
but  entirely  fupprefled  his  voice. — He  was  adviled  by 
thofe  who  were  afraid  that  the  violence  of  l»is  efforts  ^ 
would  th-ow  him  into  convulfions,  to  put  his  opinion  1 
in  writing — which  he  did;  and  it  was  rtad  to  tl)e  Af- 
fembly  by  the  Prcfident.  The  imp<nt  of  it  was,  that 
they  ought  dire<f\ly  to  pafs  fcntenceon  the  King,  of 
wh  fe  guilt,  this  temperate  judge  declared,  no  calm 
and  cauilid  man  could  have  any  doubt. 

Raffron's  opinion  was  loudly  approved  of  by  the  gal- 
leries, but  did  not  convince  the  majority  of  the  depu- 
ties, fomc  of  whom  ventured  to  exprefs  a  dtfire  of  flill 
more  time  to  deliberate  on  the  defence  they  had  jufl 
heard. — The  people  exclaimed  with  horror  at  the  idea,  \ 
Some  deputies  moved  that  llicy  fliould  be  called  to  or- 
der, which  rendered  them  more  diforderly  than  ever. 
It  was  propofcd  to  adjourn. — I'his  made  Duhem  out- 
rageous :  he  rufhed  into  the  middle  of  the  hall,  follow- 
ed by  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  fadlion  of  the 
Mountain,  crying  "  La  Mort  du  T)Tan  !" — and 
fceming  to  apjieal  to  the  gallcrie*— and  even  to  tijrca- 
ten  FeiTTkond  the  Prefident. 

Had  Lewis  XVI.  really  been  the  bloody  tyiiuit 
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thefe  men  afFetled  to  call  hitn,  ftill  this  behaviour  in  his 
judges,  on  his  trial,  would  have  been  indecent  and  odi- 
ous ;  but  to  fiiew  fuch  an  unrelenting  fpirit,  and  liich 
furv  againft  a  Prince  of  fo  mild  a  charafter — one  'who 
has  borne  hh  faci^^desfo  meek — is  not  to  be  accounted  for 
b/  any  of  the  motives  which  ufually  influence  men, 
whether  virtuous  or  vicidus.  Some  members  of  the 
National  Convention  feem  as  deaf  to  the  voice  of  ex- 
pediency and  felf-interefl  as  of  humanity  and  juflice. 
Inftead  of  any  rational  principle,  they  appear  to  be  ur- 
ged on  by  brutal  and  furious  inilinft  to  the  death  of 
the  King,  like  blood-hounds,  who  never  quit  the  fcent 
till  they  have  drunk  the  blood  of  their  prey. 

During  this  difgraceful  fcene,  Fermond  calmly  kept 
his  feat,  allowing  the  fury  of  thofe  men  to  cxhauft  it- 
felf:  at  length,  perceiving  that  Petion  was  inclined  to 
fpeak,  he  invited  him  to  afcend  the  tribune,  conceiv- 
ing, from  the  flrength  of  his  former  popularity,  that 
he  had  a  better  chance  of  being  heard  than  any  other 
member  who  did  not  belong  to  the  faclion  of  the 
Mountain  :  it  was  with  great  difficulty,  however,  that 
he  was  allowed  to  fpeak. — He  endeavoured  to  convince 
them  of  the  indecency  of  proceeding  to  judgment  im- 
mediately, and  before  the  members  had  time  to  delibe- 
rate on  the  defence  which  they  had  juft  heard. 

When  it  appeared  that  the  majority  of  the  Conven- 
tion were  not  to  be  driven  into  the  fhameful  meafure 
of  giving  judgment  directly,  the  point  was  given  up  ; 
and  it  was  decreed  that  every  member  had  a  right  to 
pronounce  his  opinion  on  the  whole  caufe  from  the 
tribune,  before  the  day  for  the  nominal  appeal  was 
fixed. 

Whoever  has  attended  to  the  conduft  and  fpirit  of 
the  Jacobins  may  have  remarked,  that  however  popu- 
lar any  perfon  has  been  among  them — however  greatly 
he  may  have  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  promoting  their 
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meafures  with  zeal  and  ability — if  he  chances  to  be  Sei- 
zed with  a  qualm  of  confciencc  at  bft,  and  hcfitPtct  to 
ad  with  them  in  a  fingle  infldnce,  all  his  pad  merit  is 
forgotten,  and  he  is  execrated  by  the  focicty  as  a  de- 
termined enemy. 

The  night  after  the  King's  defence  was  made,  a 
Member  of  the  Jacobins  gave  an  account  in  that  fo- 
ciety  of  what  hr.d  paHcd  at  the  Convention — pa:  ticu- 
larlythat  Manr.el  had  propcfed  to  adjourn  the  difcuf- 
fjon  for  no  lefs  a  period  than  three  days  ;  and  that  Pe- 
tion  had  fpoken  againft;  pronouncing  judgment  with- 
out fcparating.  This  was  heard  with  horror  and  in- 
dignation :  It  was  immediately  decreed,  that  Manuel 
fliould  be  expelled  from  the  fociety.  Petion  with  dif- 
ficulty efcaped  the  fame  fate,  which,  however,  was 
poRponcd  only  for  a  (hort  time. 

For  feveral  days  after  the  defence,  the  tim.e  of  the 
Convention  was  moiUytaktm  up  in  hearing  the  opini- 
ons of  the  members :  all  of  them  prefaced  their  dif- 
courfes,  by  decl.ning  a  convi^SlIon  of  the  King's  guilt  ; 
perhaps  they  thought  this  neccfiaryto  fecure  them  the 
liberty  of  proceeding.  They  differed,  however,  with 
refpcft  to  the  penalty  he  had  incurred  ;  many  being  of 
opinion  that  jaftlce  and  policy  forbade  the  pains  of 
death  :  all  the  Rolandills,  BrilTotlns  and  Girondifts 
were  of  this  number.  Danton's  and  Robefpierrc's 
party  argued  for  immediate  death;  and  became  fo  im- 
patient at  the  delay,  from  hearing  fo  many  dlfcourfes, 
that  they  repealed  the  decree  that  had  paffed  a  few 
days  oefore;  and  Inftead  of  hearing  eveiy  member  from 
the  tribune,  they  refolved  that  the  difcourfes  fhould  be 
printed,  and  laid  on  the  table,  to  be  read  bythofe  who 
cliofe,  and  the  14th  of  J. uuiaiy  was  appointed  for  pro- 
nouncing ultimately.  It  Was  not  till  the  15th,  how- 
ever, that  the  firil  appeal  was  made,  owing  to  the  long 
and  warm  dlfcuffions  which  took  place  in  the  Conven- 
tion before  it  was  determined  in  wiut  terms,  and  in 
what  order  the  qucllions  fhould  be  llatcd  on  which  the 


C    297    ] 

Convention  was  to  decide  :  at  laft,  it  was  decreed  tliat 
tlie  following  queftions  fliould  be  put  to  all  the  mem- 
bers, and  decided  by  the  nominal  appeal : 

1.  Is  Lewis  Capet,  late  King  of  France,  guilty  of 
a  confpiracy.  againft  liberty,  and  of  attempts  againflthe 
general  fafety  of  the  State  ?     Yes,  or  No. 

2.  Shall  the  judgment  to  be  pronounced  on  Lewis, 
be  fubmitted  to  the  ratification  of  the  people  in  the 
Primary  Affemblies  ?     Yes,  or  No. 

3.  What  punishment  has  he  incurred  ? 

Thefe  queftions  were  artfully  and  wickedly  arranged 
in  this  order,  to  render  the  King's  condemnation  more 
certain. 

Several  deputies  who  thought  the  appeal  to  the  Pri- 
mary Affemblies  a  wrong  meafure  in  itfelf,  gave  their 
votes  againft  it,  in  the  belief  that  the  King  v/ould  not 
be  condemned  to  death — -but  had  the  queftion  refpec- 
ting  the  puni^iment  been  brought  on  in  the  fecond 
place,  they  would  have  feen  that  the  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple was  the  only  means  of  faving  the  life  of  the  King, 
and  would  then  have  voted  for  that  meafure,  although 
in  general  they  did  not  approve  of  it. 

This  accounts  for  the  length  and  violence  of  the  de- 
bates, on  a  queftion  apparently  of  fo  little  importance 
as  the  order  in  which  the  propofitions  were  to  be  vo- 
ted : — for  feme  of  thofe  who  wifiied  to  fave  the  life  of 
the  King,  faw  this  jn  the  light  above  ftated,  and  ftrove 
to  have  the  queftions  othenvife  arranged  :  neither  par- 
ty, however,  avowed  the  real  reafon  of  their  zeal,  apd 
the  malice  of  the  King's  enemies  prevailed. 

On  the  firft  queftion,  the  AfTembly  voted  almoft: 
unanimonfly  in  the  affirmative. — But  many  of  tbe  de- 
puties declared,  that  ihey  gave  this  opinion  as  citf2ren3 


[     298     ] 

and  legiflators  but  not  as  judges  ;  becaufe  they  neither 
thought  thtmfclvcs  qualified  for  that  oftice,  nor  autiio- 
riftd  by  their  Conllitucnta  to  aflurae  it. 

Moniffon,  of  the  department  of  Vendee,  fefufed 
to  vote:  he  faid  "  he  would  give  his  reafons  if  the 
Convention  exa*i\ed  it,"  which  vvaa  not'done:  a  very 
few  others  dcch'ned  voting  ;  among  whom  was  Noel, 
of  the  department  of  Vofgcs,  who  faid,  "  that  his  fen 
ha\Tng  been  killed  on  the  frontiers,  fighting  againft  the 
entmy,  he  con  fide  red  the  King  as  the  primaiy  caufe  of 
his  fon's  death,  and  ftlt  fo  much  prejudice  againft  him, 
that  he  was  unqualified  for  being  his  judge." 

OiTelln,  who  had  been  one  of  the  Judges  belonging 
to  tile  Trilur.al  appointed  in  Au;;uft,  gave  his  vote  in 
the  afiirmative,  and  at  the  fame  time  ftated,  •*  that  one 
of  the  accufatiuns  againft  the  King  is,  that  he  conti- 
nued to  pay  h's  guards  after  they  were  reduced,  al- 
though many  of  them  had  emigrated  ;  that  his  Ccun- 
fcl,  confcious  of  the  force  of  this  accufation,  had  taken 
great  pains  to  deftroy  it,  and  had  affertcd  the  king 
had  not  paid  the  guards  after  the  ift  of  January  1792  ; 
but  that  he  himfelf,  as  one  of  the  Adminlftrators  of 
the  Commune  of  Paris,  had  had  bufinefs  to  tranfa>5t 
v/ilh  M.  Lapcrte,  and  that  Madame  Laporte  had 
made  a  deduction  from  the  revenues  of  the  Civil  Lift, 
of  1,200,000  livres  in  the  month  of  July  i792,forthc 
payment  of  the  guards,  then  well  known  to  have  emi- 
grated." 

What  ftrcfsoucht  to  be  laid  on  fuch  evidence  fo  gi- 
ven, I  leave  to  lawyers  to  decide  ;  but  common  juftice 
might  have  dictated  to  a  man  who  thus  volunteered 
hlmfclf  as  a  ivl'ntjSf  that  he  ought  not  to  vote  as    a 

Whenr  the  name  of  M.  Egalite  was  called,  it  was 
imagined  that  he  alfo  w^)uld  have  declined  voting  ;  and 


[     299     ] 

when  he  pronounced  "  0«f,"  a  murmur  of  furprife  and 
indignation  was  heard. 

The  fecond  queftion  was  undoubtedly  intended  as  a 
means  of  faving  the  hfe  of  the  King,  and  would  in  all 
probability  have  had  that  efted:,  if  it  had  not  been 
brought  forward  until  the  fentence  of  death  was  car- 
ried. 

The  meafure  of  referring  the  King's  fate  to  the  people 
themfelvcs,  which  from  its  nature  was  highly  popular, 
had  been  rendered  the  reverfe  by  the  unwearied  exer- 
tions of  thofe  who  feared  that,  if  carried,  it  would  fave 
his  life. 

In  giving  their  votes  on  this  fecond  queftion  in  the 
affirmative,  feveral  of  the  Deputies  faid,  they  were 
aware  of  the  danger  to  which  they  expofed  themfelvcs; 
but  being  convinced  that  their  conftituents  had  elected 
them  as  legiflators,  and  not  as  judges;  and  as  h  v'as 
repugnant  to  their  confciences  to  unite  the  chardlers  of 
juiy  and  accufers,  they  would  run  every  rifle  rather  than 
than  do  it. — One  Member  faid,  "  As  I  give  my  vote 
for  referring  this  matter  to  the  Primary  AfiTemblies  of 
the  people,  I  expeft  the  worft,  and  I  glory  in  being  of 
the  nmnber  of  thofe  who  brave  the  danger."  Another, 
*'  that  in  pronouncing  the  fame  vote,  he  devoted  him- 
felf  to  the  daggers  of  affaifms." 

The  fpeech  that  Manuel  made  on  giving  his  vote  was 
remarkable. — "  I  fee  here  a  Legiflative  AlTembly,  but 
not  an  affembly  of  judges;  forjudges  do  not  murmur 
at  the  opinions  of  their  brethren,  though  different  from 
their  own:  they  do  not  openly  abu  e  and  calumniate 
each  other;  they  are  cold  as  the  law  of  which  they  are 
the  organs.  If  the  Convention  had  been  a  tribunal  of 
law,  a  near  relation  of  the  King,  who  has  not  been 
reftrained  either  by  a  fenfe  of  fliame  or  by  his  confcience, 
would  not  have  been  permitted  to  vote  on  this  occa- 
fjon." 
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The  Pienjent  called  Manuel  to  order,  telling  him  to 
avoid  perfonalitlcs.  Manuel  then  voted  for  the  appeal. 
Raffrpn,  Panis,  Lepjcndre  and  Marat,  who  are  all  of 
the  Department  of  Paris,  and  fecm  of  congenial  difpo- 
fitions,  voted  againil  it. 

It  was  midnight  before  the  appeal  was  ended : 
—their  were  424,  againft  283  for  the  reference;  10 
refufed  to  vote.  Tlie  A fTcmbly  adjourned  till  tlie  i6lh, 
and  when  it  met,  incidental  bufinefs  prevented  the  ap- 
peal nominal  from  being  be^un  till  th*!  evcninsr.  Many 
of  the  members  particularifcd  their  reafons  for  voting 
•as  they  did.  The  ceremony  lafted  through  the  whole 
night.  Tlie  rcfult  was  a  majority  for  death.  Three 
hundred  and  nineteen  voted  for  imprifonmcnt  till  the 
end  of  the  war,  and  then  banifiiment.  Had  all  who 
voted  for  death  with  reflridlion,  that  the  fentence  fhould 
not  be  executed  till  the  peace,  or  till  the  Conftitution 
wag  framed  and  accepted,  been  fubflracled  from  the 
majority,  it  would  have  been  diminifhed  to  a  furplus  of 
only  five  or  fix  votes. 

On  this  occafion,  M.  Egalitc  v<3ted  for  death  with- 
out reftrI(flion.  A  murmur  of  horror  was  heard.  One 
deputy  darted  from  his  feat,  ftruck  his  hands  together 
and  exclaimed,  "  /Ih  le  fci'lcralP*  others  repeated  the 
fame  expreflion.  The  terms  in  which  he  delivered  his 
vote  are  remarkable :  "  Uniquement  occupc  de  mon 
devoir  convaincu  que  tons  ccux  qui  ont  attentc  on 
attentcront  par  la  fuiie  a  la  fouvei-aincto  du  pcuplc, 
mcritent  la  mort,  je  vote  pour  la  mort*." 

•  Influenced  hy  no  confidcration  but  that  of  pcrforminj  my  Jjf 
convinced  that  all  wlio  have  coufpireJ,  or  (hall  hereafter  cciiffi: 
awainfl  the  fovcrcigtMy  of  the  people,  dcfervc  death,  1  vott  for  deatJi. 

I  have  it  from  g.xkl  autliority,  that  an  acqiiaiiUince  of  M.  Fgalitc 
iiiiderlbn  ling  that  he  was  not  to  vote  on  the  favorable  fide,  advifci 
liiin  to  Jitlare,  that  on  account  of  the  ill  trratmet.t  which  he  itnn- 
ginel  l»:  !nJ  tir.nCfly  rcctiveJ  trom  fh-:  King,  (here  woul4  be  a:i 
impropriety  '\:\  hiivotii>3 — that  this  would  be  coolUered  as  a  gv>ol 
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Previous  to  the  fcnitiny,  and  after  every  member  had 
voted,  the  Prefident  informed  the  Convention  that  he 
had  received  a  letter  from  the  Spanifh  Minifter,  and 
one  from  the  King's  Counfel.  There  was  a  cry  from 
the  Mountain  for  the  order  of  the  day.  Garan-Coulon 
faid  that  the  King's  Counfel  fhould  be  heard,  but  the 
Spanifli  Minifter's  letter  fhould  not  be  read.  "  How!'* 
exclaimed  Danton,  "  the  Spanifh  Court  have  not  ac- 
knowledged our  Republic,  and  they  attempt  to  influ- 
ence our  deliberations !  If  all  the  members  were  of  my 
opinion,  we  fhould  declare  war  againU  Spain  for  this 
interference  alone." 

Genfonnet  propofed  that  the  King's  Counfel  fhould 
be  heard  after  the  refult  of  the  fcrutiny  was  known, 
but  that  in  the  mean  time  the  Convention  fhould  refufe 
to  hear  the  letter  of  the  Spanifh  Minifter,  and  pafs  to 
the  order  of  the  day.  It  was  unanimoufly  agreed  not 
to  hear  the  letter,  and  Robefpierre  declaimed  alfo  a- 
^ainft  hearing  the  Counfel.     In  this  he  failed. 

Duchaflel,  Deputy  from  the  department  of  Deux- 
Sevres,  having  been  indifpofed,  had  not  been  in  the 
Affembly  when  his  name  was  called  the  preceding 
night.  He  now  was  fupportcd  into  the  hall,  and  as 
the  fcrutiny  was  not  yet  clofed,  demanded  to  give  his 
vote.  It  was  fufpefted  that  he  came  to  give  his  vote  on 
the  merciful  fide  ;  and  thofe  who  had  during  the  whole 
procefs  thirfted  for  the  King's  blood,  and  were  now 
doubtful  how  the  fcrutiny  ftood,  oppofed  his  voting. 
Valaze,  one  of  the  fecretaries,  declaring  that  the  fcru- 
tiny was  not  clofed,  Duchaitel  gave  his  voice  for  banifh- 
ment.     A  fhameful  attempt  was  next  made,  on  a  fri- 

reafon  for  declining^  and  would  preclude  the  indignation  which  muft 
be  the  confequence  of  his  voting  againft  the  King.  Egalite  promifed 
either  to  follow  this  plan  or  to  (lay  from  the  Convention  on  the  day  of 
the  appeal  nominal ;  but  having  the  day  before  that  took  place  been 
waited  on  by  Robefpierre,  Marat,  and  others  of  that  party,  they 
urged  reafons  which  made  him  a6l  as  he  did. 

Vol.  II,  2  C 
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Yolous  pretext,  to  erafc  his  vote — this  was  not  permitted. 
Tiie  Piclident  announced  the  ifTue  of  ihc  Icrutiny  ae 
above  mentioned,  and  the  King's  Counfcl  were  admitted 
to  the  bar. 

Defcze  faid,  that  the  law  and  a  decree  of  the  Con- 
vention having  entrulled  them  with  the  defence  of 
Lewis,  they  came  witli  forrowful  hearts  to  perform 
ihcir  laft  duty  to  tl.cir  client  ;  he  tlien  read  what  fol- 
lows, from  a  paper  figned  by  the  King  ;  *'  I  owe  to  my 
honour,  I  owe  to  my  family,  not  <o  adcnowlcdge  the 
juRlce  of  a  fentence  that  declares  me  guilty  of  a  crime 
with  which  1  cannot  reproach  myfclf.  I  therefore 
appeal  to  the  Nation  at  large  from  the  fentence  of  its 
reprefentatives ;  and  I  empower  my  Counfel  by  thtfe 
prefents,  and  exprelsly  charge  them  on  their  fidelity, 
to  make  this  appeal  known  to  the  National  AfTembly, 
9nd  to  require  that  it  fiuU  be  inleited  into  the  nnnutea 
of  their  fittings. 

(Signed)  LOUIS." 

Each  of  the  Counfel  made  a  fhort  addrefs  to  the 
Convention  :  Defeze  conjured  them  in  tiie  name  of 
humanity  and  julticc,  to  levlfe,  or  leave  to  the  ratilica- 
tion  of 'the  People,  a  fentence  carried  by  a  majority  of 
only  five  votes;,  and  agi'.inll  which  three  hundred  and 
nineteen  of  the  Allembly  had  declared  their  opinions. 

Tronchet  reprcfentcd  that  many  of  thofe  who  voted 
for  death,  had  declared  that  ihey  founded  their  opinion 
OM  the  jK-nal  ct)de — yet  the  j)enal  code  recjulres  two 
thirds  of  the  voices  to  condemn  an  accufed  perion.  A 
decree  of  tiie  Convention,  pafled  only  that  morning, 
•  hnd  pronounced  that  tlic  m;»jority  of  a  fingle  voice  was 
fufRcient.  On  that  decree  being  objected  to,  they 
liad  ilmply  paffed  to  the  order  of  the  day  ;  but  in  a 
matter  of  fuch  immenfe  importance,  thepppcal  nominal 
WIS  nereffar)- :  he  thtreforc  demanded  the  repeal  of 
that  decree. 
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M.  de  Malefnevbes  faid,  that  he  had  formerly  had 
occalion  to  reflect  with  great  attention  on  the  import- 
ant queftion  of  how  the  votes  ought  to  be  taken  in 
criminal  cafes;  but  that  not  being  in  the  habit  of 
fpeaking  extempore,  he  begged  in  the  moil  earneft  and 
affecting  manner,  that  he  might  be  allov/ed  till  tlie 
next  day  to  arrange  the  ideas  which  he  sviihed  to  fub- 
2nit  to  their  coniideration. 

Robefpierre  and  others  argued  on  the  othf  r  f:de  : 
and  the  Convention  rejefted  the  appepd  made  In  the 
name  of  the  King,  palTed  to  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  requiiition  of  Malefherbes,  and  adjourned  till  next 
day  the  de]>a(e  on  the  delay  oF  the  execution  of  the 
fentence,  which  was  diicuiTed  at  length  accordingly. 

Two  remarkable  incidents  occurred  during  this  de- 
bat?,  \v?iich  ihew  \vh7it  an  excefs  of  wanton  barbarity 
and  perfevering  rancour  ft;me  men  are  capable  of  upon 
the  mioft  folemn  and  affecting  occafjons.  Tallien,  with 
diabolical  irony,  argued  f:)r  the  King's  imimediate  ex- 
ecution, on  Vv'^hat  he  called  motives  of  humianity.  "  He 
knows,"  faid  the  wretch,  "  that  he  is  condemined,  and 
that  a  refpite  is  dcm^anded — to  keep  him  in  fufpence  is 
proloiiging  his  agony.  Let  us,  in  te;  dernefs  for  his 
fufterings,  decree  h's  im.mediate  execution,  and  put 
him  out  of  anguifli." 

This  ihockcd  even  Danton^  who  exprelTed  dlfap- 
probation  of  it. 

The  oth.er  incident  occurred  when  Thomas  Paine, 
who  had  formerly  given  Ids  opinion  againft  the  death 
of  the  Kin c^,  afcended  the  tribnne:  as  he. was  not  in 
the  habit  of  pronouncing  French,  one  of  the  fecreta- 
ries  read  his  difcourfe  tranllated  from  the  original 
Engliili.  His  reafoning  againil  the  execution  of  the 
fentence  probably  was  thought  very  perfuafive,  Uncc 
tliofe  v/ho  had  heard  the  difcourfes  of  Buzot,  Condor- 
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C€t  and  Briflbt  to  the  fame  purport  without  interiup- 
tioii,  broke  cut  into  murmurs  while  Paine's  opinion 
was  reading  ;  and  Marat,  at  length  lofing  all  patience, 
exclaimed  that  Paine  was  a  Quaker,  and  infinuated^ 
that  his  mind  being  contra£led  by  the  narrow  principles 
of  his  religion,  was  incapable  of  the  Uberaliiy  rcquifite 
for  condemning  men  to  death.  This  fhrewd  argu- 
ment not  being  thought  convincing,  the  fecretar)'  con- 
tinued to  read,  *'  That  the  execution  of  the  fentence, 
initcad  of  an  aft  of  jurtice,  would  appear  to  all  the 
world,  and  particularly  to  their  allies  the  American 
States,  an  aft  of  vengeance  ;  and  that  if  he  were  fuf- 
ficiently  mafter  of  the  French  language,  he  would,  in 
the  name  of  his  brethren  of  America,  prefent  a  peti- 
tion at  their  bar  againll  the  execution  of  the  fentence.'* 

Marat  and  his  aflbciates  cried,  that  thefe  could  not 
poflibly  be  the  fentiments  of  Thomas  Paine,  and  that 
the  Alferably  were  impofed  on  by  a  falfe  tranflation.  ■* 

On  comparing  it  with  the  original,  hoiivever,  it  wa» 
found  juft. 

They  proceeded  to  the  fourth  appeal  nominal,  which 
was  terminated  at  midnight  on  Saturday  the  19th  of 
January,  i  793. 

The  voters  were  rcftrifted  to  pronounce  a  fingle  yea 
or  no,  without  any  reafoning  ;  310  voted  for  a  refpite 
of  the  fentence,  380  againil  it. 

It  may  be  thought,  from  the  refult  of  this  queftion, 
that  the  reference  to  the  Primary  AfTjmblics  would 
have  been  equally  rcjcfted,  at  whatever  time  that  pro- 
pofal  had  been  voted  ;  but  it  ihould  be  rcmcmbertd, 
that  it  was  dill  Icfs  obnoxious  to  vote  for  referring  the 
fentence  untirels  to  the  people,  than  to  vote  for  a  re- 
fpite of  a  fentence  aftually  pronounced. 


The  Executive  Council  were  ordered  to  notify  this 
to  the  King  the  day  following,  and  that  the  execution 
w<?3  to  take  place  within  twenty-four  iiours  of  the  no- 
tification. It  was  decreed  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
fhould  be  allowed  free  communication  with  his  family, 
and  to  have  any  ecclefiaftic  he  pleafed  to  attend  him. 

The  Executive  Council,  of  which  Garat  the  Mini- 
fler  of  Juflice  was  Prefident,  met  on  the  morning  of 
ithe  20th.  •  He,  with  two  other  Members  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  the  Secretary,  fet  out  for  the  Tem.ple,  where 
they  arrived  at  two. 

Being  introduced  into  the  King's  apartment,  Garat, 
v/ho  was  greatly  agitated,  faid  with  a  faltering  voice, 
**  Lewis,  the  Executive  Council  is  ordered  to  notify  to 
you  the  decree  which  the  National  Convention  palTed 
laft  night." 

The  Secretary  began  to  read  the  decree.  In  the 
preamble,  the  King  is  charged  v.'ith  having  conffired  ^- 
galnjl  the  general  fajety  of  the  Nation — He  was  fnocked 
at  the  idea,  and  repeated  the  expreffion  with  emotion* 
The  Secretary,  who  had  paufed,  refumed,  and  the 
King  heard  the  reft,  including  the  fentence,  with 
calmnefs. 

When  the  Secretary  had  finifhed,  the  King  took  a 
papel*  from  his  pocket,  the  contents  of  which  he  in-» 
formed  them  of,  and  defired  the  Miniller  of  Jullice  to 
preient  it  to  the  Executive  Council. 

Garat  Informed  him,'  that  the  Council  could  not  de- 
cide on  the  fubje6l:s  of  his  demands,  but  that  he  would 
immediately  carry  them  to  the  Convention,  who  had 
already  agreed  to  fome  of  them.  . 

He  v/ent  acc.ordingly,  and  read  to  the  Affembly  the. 
paper  which  the  King  had  given  him, 
C  c  2 


C    306    1 

It  contained  a  requeft  of  a  refp'te  of  three  days,  that 
he  might  prepare  himfclf  for  appearing  in  the  piefence 
of  God  :  and  for  that  purpofc,  that  he  might  he  freely 
vilited  by  a  perfon,  whofc  name  he  would  mention  to 
the  Commiflioners. 

That  he  might  be  freed  from  their  Infpe<Elion  during 
the  interval  allowed  him  to  live. 

That  he  might  have  free  communication  with  his 
family. 

That  the  National  Convention  would  permit  his  fa- 
mily to  withdraw  from  France  to  any  other  country 
they  choofe.  Finally,  he  recommended  to  the  gcne- 
rofity  of  the  nation  a  number  of  old  Icrvants,  many  of 
V'hom  had  nothing  to  live  on  but  the  penfions  he  had 
allowed  them. 

WTien  the  Minifler  of  Juftice  returned  to  the  Tem- 
ple, he  informed  the  King,  that  the  Convention  ac- 
quiefced  in  moft  of  his  demands  ;  he  gave  a  favourable 
interpretation  to  the  general  anfwer  which  had  been 
given  to  that  refpedting  the  lot  of  his  family,  but  add- 
ed, that  the  dtlay  luat  refufed, 

"  Allons,"  faid  the  King,  "  il  faut  fe  foumettrc.**       \ 

There  is  fomething  infinitely  har/h  and  revolting  to  , 
humanity  in  the  refufa!  of  this  laft  requeft  ;  which  there 
is  every  rrafon  to  believe,  from  the  charafter  and  con- 
du(5l  of  t'ne  Kinjr,  proceeded  from  the  pious  motive 
wh'ch  he  alfi'/ned— and  nor,  as  his  enemies  have  fug- 
gcfl'd,  from  a  weak  dclirc  of  prolonging  a  wretched 
cxiilence. 


Should  it  be  the  fate  of  any  of  thofe  men  who  re- 
dded this  requeft  of  the  unfortunate  Monarch,  ever  to 
e  in   fimlar  circumftances,  as  they  will   have   more 
need  of  it  than  he  bad,  1  fuiccrcly  hope  that  they  will 
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he  allowed  more  than  three  days  to  prepare  themfelvci 
for  eternity. 

When  the  Minifter  of  Juftice  had  retired,  the  King 
gave  to  one  of  the  Commiflioners  a  letter  addreffed  to 
Mr.  Edgeworth,  who  was  the  perfon  he  wilhed  to  at- 
tend him  in  his  laft  moments. 

Mr.  Edgeworth's  father  was  originally  a  Proteftant 
■clergyman  of  a  good  family  in  Ireland,  who  was  con- 
verted to  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  and  had  efta- 
blifhed  himfelf  in  France,  where  he  bred  his  fon  as  an 
eccleiiaftic,  in  the  faith  which  he  himfelf  preferred.— 
The  fon  recommended  himfelf  fo  much  by  his  good 
condud  and  excellent  charafter,  that  he  was  chofen  by 
the  Princefs  Elizabeth  as  her  confeifor;  by  which  means 
he  became  known  to,  and  highly  efteemed  by,  the 
King  ;  of  which  he  gave  the  ftrongeft  proof,  by  fending 
for  him  on  this  awful  occalion. 

The  King's  letter  was  carried  to  Mr.  Edgeworth  by 
three  foldiers,  fent  by  the  Council  of  the  Commune. 
The  contents  of  the  letter  were  requefting  his  attend- 
ance ;  but  if  he  found  himfelf,  from  apprehenfion  of 
the  confequence,  or  any  other  caufe,  averfe  to  come, 
entreating  him  to  find  another  prieft  who  had  not  the 
fame  reludance. 

Mr.  Edgeworth  informed  the  foldiers  that  he  would 
attend  them  direftly  to  the  Temple.  His  mother  and 
iifter  were  then  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Paris;  he  de(ir» 
ed  Madame  d'Argouge,  a  relation  with  whom  he  lived 
when  in  town,  not  to  inform  them  of  what  had  happen- 
ed, becaufe  he  faw  that  lady  herfelf  greatly  alarmed, 
and  feared  that  Ihe  might  communicate  her  apprehen- 
fions  to  them. 

Mr.  Edgeworth  was  conducted  firft  before  the  Coun- 
cil in  the  Temple,  and  then  to  the  King.  On  his  being 
introduced,  he  inftantly  fhewed  fuch  marks  of  refpedt 
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and  fenfiblHty  as  afPcfted  the  unfortunate  Prince  (o 
much,  that  he  biirlt  into  tears,  and  was  for  foine  mo- 
ments unable  to  fpeak :  at  length  ]ie  faid — •' Excufe 
me,  Mr.  Edgeworth,  I  have  not  been  accullomed  of 
late  to  the  company  of  men  like  you." 

After  paHing  fomc  time  with  his  confcflbr,  the  Kir^ 
thought  he  liad  acquired  futncicnt  fortitude  to  bear  a:i 
interview  with  his  family.  Tlic  Qnccn,  Princefs  Eli- 
zabeth, with  the  Prince  and  Princefs  Royal,  were  ccn- 
duCkd  to  liis  apartment.  They  continued  near  three 
hours  together.  No  tragic  poet  has  imagined  a  fcena 
more  aft'eding  than  what  v.  as  realized  at  this  inter- 
view— The  adors,  fo  lately  placed  in  the  mod  brilliant 
fituarion  that  the  world  can  give,  hurleii  from  the  fum- 
mit  of  human  fplendor  to  the  depth  of  huinaii  raifcry. 
A  lifter,  children,  and  a  wife,  in  a  prifon,  taking  their 
lalHeavc  of  a  brother,  father,  and  hufband,  rendered 
more  dear  than  ever  by.  his  part  fufierings,  tlitir  com-i 
mon  calamit)',  and  the  dreadful  fate  awaiting  him  the 
follo'.viiig  da) . 

The  King,  thougli  affcf^cd  at  difFcrcnt  times  beyond 
tl\e  power  of  cxprellion,  retained  his  recoilcClion  to  the 
lart.  When  they  were  to  fcparatc,  the  Princif:)  Eliza- 
beth mentioned  their  hopes  of  feeing  him  .'.gain  in  the 
morning,  lie  allowed  her  to  ex|cctii,  'i  he  Queca 
could  hUen  to  no  words  of  comfort.  No  confideration 
cojld  prevent  ht-r  from  pouring  forth  her  indigaaticn  in 
the  molt  violent  expreflions  againll  the  enemies  of  her 
h.jfbarid.  In  the  bitt'^rnefs  ot  her  foul  Ihe  beat  her 
brcart  and  tore  her  hair ;  and  her  fcreams  were  heard  at- 
'ii.tirvals,  all  that  night  of  agony  and  horror. 

After  his  familv  had  withdrawn,  the  King  remained 
f  r  f)me  time  with  liseycs  lixcd  on  the  ground  with- 
r  -It  fpcaking ;  then  wit!)  «  piotound  figh  he  pronounced— 
"  Ce  inomcni  vt.^it  ttrribl;-." 
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I  have  it  from  the  beft  authority,  that  after  his  fami- 
ly were  withdrawn,  the  mifery  of  his  own  fate  did  not 
engrofs  his  mind  fo  entirely  as  to  exclude  all  folicitude 
for  the  fate  of  ethers.  He  enquired  in  a  moft  afFeftion- 
ate  manner  of  Mr.  Edgeworth  for  feveral  whom  he  con- 
fidered  as  his  friends,  and  particularly  for  the  ecclefiaf- 
►  tics,  who  had  been  perfecuted  with  the  greateft.  cruel- 
ty ;  and  exprefled  fatisfaftion  at  hearing  that  many  of 
them  had  efcaped  to  England,  where  they  were  rejceiv- 
€d  with  kindnefs  and  hofpitality^ 

Mr.  Edgeworth  prevailed  on  him  to  go  to  bed  for 
four  hours. 

He  rofe  at  five ;  and  expreffing  an  inclination  to  hear 
mais,  Mr.  Edgeworth  informed  the  Council  who  were 
fitting  in  the  Temple,  of  the  King's  requeft.  Some 
difficulties  were  made,  which  Mr.  Edgeworth  removed, 
faying  that  the  ufual  ornaments,  and  all  that  was  requi- 
fite  for  the  ceremony,  could  be  procured  from  a  neigh.- 
bourino;  church. 
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Mr.  Edgeworth  fhewing  great  folicitHde  that  the 
King  fhould  be  gratified,  one  of  the  Commiflioners 
faid,  he  had  heard  of  people  who  had  been  poifoned 
taking  the  facrament. 

To  this  horrid  infinuation  Mr.  Edgeworth  made  no 
other  reply,  than  by  calmly  reminding  him  that  the 
Committee  were  to  procure  the  hoft. 

What  was  neceffary  was  provided.  Mr.  Edgeworth 
faid  mafs,  and  adminiftered  the  facrament  to  the  King; 
and  then  mentioned  that  his  family  espefted  to  fee  him 
before  he  left  the  Temple.  The  King,  fearing  that  he 
had  not  fufficient  firmnefs  for  a  fecond  interview,  wilh- 
ed  to  fpare  them  the  agony  of  fuch  a  fcene,  and  there- 
fore declined  it. 

At  half  an  hour  after  eight,  Santerre  came  and  in- 
formed him  that  he  had  received  orders  to  condu(fl  him 
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to  the  place  of  execution.  After  pafHng  three  minutes 
in  ptivate  with  his  ConfclTori  he  cainc  to  the  outir 
room  w  here  Santerre  had  remained,  and  adJrefTir.g  liim, 
faiJ,  *'  Marchons,  je  fisis  pret."  In  dcfccnding  to  the 
Court,  he  begged  the  CommifiiiTncrs  to  recommend- 
certain  p^'rfons  who  were  in  his  fervice  to  the  Com- 
mune ;  after  whichi  t»ot  im:i^ii.ing  that  Mr.  Edgc-^ 
worth  intended  to  accor.i^any  him  any  further,  he  was 
bidding  him  miicu.  But  the  other  faid,  his  attendance 
was  not  over.  *'  Whut,"  f.ud  the  King,  "  do  yoa  in^ 
tend  to  a^lhere  to  nie  Uill  ?"  "  Yes,"  replied  the  Con- 
feiTor,  "  to  the  lalh" 

The  King  walked  through  the  Court  with  a  firm  (lep, 
and  entered  the  Mayor's  coach,  followed  by  Mr.  Edge- 
worth,  a  Municipal  Officer,  and  two  OfHcers  of  tb.c 
National  Guards. 

Tlie  Ki!)g  rr^clted  the  prayers  for  porfons  in  the  ago^ 
nics  of  death,  during  the  conveyance  from  tlie  Temple 
to  the  Place  de  la  K.volution,  formerly  the  Place  de 
Louis  XV. 

\Vhen  the  carriage  flopped  at  the  fcafTold,  the  King 
faid,  **  Nous  void  done  arrive."  Me  pulled  oIF  hi» 
coat,  unbuttoned  the  neck  of  his  Ihirr,  afccuded  th^ 
fcaffuld  with  Ikadincfs,  and  firvcyed  for  a  fc.v  mo- 
ments the  immonfc  multitude;  then  approaching  the 
cdg^t  as  there  v.as  a  good  deal  of  noiff,  he  made  a 
motion  with  his  hand  ior  nlcncf^,  which  inllantly  tooi^ 
place* — then  fpeaking  with  a  raifcd    voice,  he  faid, 

*  It  has  been  faid  thn»  the  fcrcnity  which  the  Kinf  flicweJ  at  I. is 
dea^h,  dill  not  proccei  wbclly  from  the  fupport  he  JoriveJ  from  rcli- 
gifiij  but  was  partly  owing  to  the  hope  he  cnl.vttincd  to  the  laO,  c« 
vfi  when  on  the  fcaiVolJ,  that  l-.is  life  would  be  lavoJ  by  the  people, 
anJ  th  It  his  ContifiorcncourasfJ  him  in  thishopc. 

Notiiin.;  Cin  be  more  improbable  than  this  rtory^  Had  the  King 
rni:rtji:KJ  any  fuch  hope,  u  mud  Uill  have  been  inttrminglcd  wjift 
{..ir;  a.lf^tli  a  itate  of  inuiJ,  iulUui  orcalaincfti  w4sni9rcUkc- 
jy  tu  produce  agiuiion. 
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*"  Francais,  je  meurs  innocent.    Je  pardonne  a  toas  mes 
ennemis,  et  je  fouhaite  que  la  France ." 

Santerre,  who  was  on  hGrfeback,  near  the  fcafTold, 
made  a  fignal  for  the  drums  to  beat,  and  for  the  execu- 
tioners to  perform  their  office.  The  King's  voice  was 
drowned  in  the  noife  of  the  drums. 

Tl)ree  executioners  then  approached  to  feize  him  :  at 
the  fight  of  a  cord,  with  which  one  of  them  attempted 
to  tie  his  arms,  the  King  for  the  firil  time  fhewed  figns 
-cf  indignation,  and  as  if  he  w?.s  going  to  refill.  Mr. 
Edgeworth  put  him  in  mind  that  the  Saviour  of  Man- 
kind had  allowed  his  arms  to  be  tied  :  he  no  fooner 
pronomiced  this,  than  the  King  became  palfive  as  a 
Iamb.  The  executioners  laid  hold  of  him,  and  placed 
him  on  the  guillotine.  The  Confeffor  then  kneeling 
with  his  face  near  to  that  of  the  King,  pronounced  a- 
loud,  <*  Enfant  de  Saint  Louis,  montez  au  ciel."  The 
blow  was  given — Mr.  Edgeworth-s  face  was  fprinkied 
with  the  King's  blood.  The  executioner  walked  round 
the  fcaifcld,  holding  up  the  head  to  be  feen  by  the  peo- 
ple. A  few  who  had,  probably,  been  hired  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  cried,  *'  Vive  la  Nation!  Vive  la  Republiquel" 

Thus  did  the  French  Nation,,  who  had  endured  the 
cruelties  of  Lewis  the  Eleventh,  the  treachery  of 
Charles  the  Ninth,  and  the  tyranny  of  Lewis  the  Four- 
teenth, condemn  and  execute  for  the  pretended  crimes 
of  cruelty,  treachery,  and  tyranny,  the  mildeft,  mod: 
juft,  audleaft  tyrannical  Prince  that  ever  fat  on  their 
throne. 

The  whole  of  his  behaviour  fliews  a  manly  and  chriftian  refigna- 
t:on  to  a  tate  which  he  thought  inevitable,  and  proves  that  his  hopes' 
were  removed  from  earth  to  heaven. 

The  chaiadler  of  Mr.  Edgeworth  precludes  him  from  the  fufpicioa 
of  having  encouraged  a  hope  which  would  have  difturbcd  that  turn  of 
siind  which  it  was  his  dut)'  to  promote  andcherifli  in  the  Kirg. 


# 
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Let  us  confider  the  conduft  of  the  Convention  with 
regard  to  the  King,  and  decide  whether  it  can  be  recon- 
ciled to  good  fenfe,  julHce,  or  humanity. 

When  the  Deputies  firft  met  and  formed  a  National 
Convention,  they  knew  that  a  molt  extraordinary  event 
had  happened  ;  that  the  palace  of  their  King  had  been 
attacked ;  that  many  citizens  had  been  killed,  and  al- 
molt  all  his  guards  flaughtered ;  that  the  King  himfelf 
with  all  his  family  had  been  thrown  into  prifon,  where 
they  ftill  remained;  and  that  their  duty,  as  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  nation,  was  to  invelligate  the  caufes  of 
this  extraordinary  event,  and  to  puniih  the  guilty. 

The  Convention  were  informed  by  thofe  ^who  had 
planned  and  directed  the  attack  on  the  palace,  "  That 
citizens  had  been  wantonly  fired  on  by  the  guards,  in 
confequence  of  orders  from  the  King ;  that  the  King 
was  betraying  the  country  to  an  invading  army,  with 
the  leaders  of  which  he  was  in  correfpondence;  and  that 
nnlefs  he  had  been  attacked  and  imprifoned,  the  nation 
would  have  been  enflaved." 

Having  heard  this  accufation,  it  was  natural  to  have 
imagined  that  the  Convention  would,  in  the  next  place, 
have  wi(hed  to  know  the  King's  account  of  thefe  tranf- 
adtions,  that  they  might  be  the  better  able  to  judge 
which  account  was  the  mod  probable,  and  the  bed  fup- 
ported  by  known  and  incontrovertible  fadls. 

One  faft  they  muft  have  known,  namely,  that  when 
the  King  had  reafon  to  believe  that  his  palace  was  to  be 
attacked,  he  fent  for  the  Mayor  of  Paris  and  other  Civil 
Officers  to  be  near  his  pcrfon,  and  to  be  wiincflcs  of 
his  condu^. 

From  this  it  was  to  be  prefumcd,  that  the  King 
wifhed  to  avoid  force,  and  if  he  fhould  be  driven  to  the 
neceflity  of  ufing  it,  that  it  fhould  be  under  the  directi- 
on of  the  Civil  MagiiUatc. 
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"The  Convention  might  kave  recollt^edi  that  ^I- 
thousjh  one  of  the  many  evils  which  are  inherent  in  a 
defpotic  government,  be,  that  there  is  no  door  to  freedom 
but  through  infurre6lion  ;  yet  the  moderation  and  equi- 
t^able  character  of  Letvis  XVI.  had  early  inclined  him 
to  fuch  alterations  in  the  old  fyftem,  as  would  gradually 
have  united  the  prerogatives  of  limited  monarchy  with 
the  rights  of  freemerT, 

Such  confiderations,  v^ith  a  moderate  fhare  of  candor 
and  gratitude,  one  would  imagine,  would  have  made  them 
fufpeni  their  belief  in  the  full  extent  of  the  crimes  imput- 
ed to  the  King ;  and  at  all  events  have  prevented  their  giv- 
ing a  deciiion  injurious  to  him,  till  he  was  heard,  and  till 
as  many  of  their  brother  Deputies  as  were  expelled  had 
arrived.  Inftead  of  this,  they  thought  proper,  on  the 
very  firft  day  of  their  meeting,  when  not  above  half 
of  their  number  had  arrived,  without  hearing  the  King, 
to  pronounce  the  feverell  fentence  againft  him  which 
they  had  a  right  by  the  Conftitution  to  have  done^ 
even  if  all  of  Vi^hich  he  was  accufed  had  been  ckarl/ 
proved*. 

They  next  proceed  with  more  deliberation,  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  King  may  not  ftill  be  tried  for  hia 

life. 

The  inviolability  with  which  the  Conftitution  had 
invefted  the  monarch,  was,  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the 
Deputies,  an  infurmountable  objedion  to  this  meafure. 

It  mlf^ht  have  been  imagined,  that  if  the  terms  in 
which  this  inviolability  was  expreffedby  the  Conftitutioh 
had  been  obfcure  and  fomewhat  dubious,  ftill  it  would 
have  been  becoming  in  the  legiflators  of  a  great  nation 
to  have  explained  them  in  the  moft  favorable  fenfe  for 
their  unfortunate  monarch ;  there  was  no  room,  how- 
ever, for  their  exerciiing  their  generofity  in  this  man«» 
|,     Vol.  II.  D    d 

y^-  *  Abolition  of  Royalty, 
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ner ;  for  the  terras  are  as  clear  as  language  can  make 
them. 

This  had  no  effed  on  a  majority  of  the  Deputies,  who 
declared,  that  they  confidered  the  inviolability  as  a 
mere  chimera,  which  ought  not  to  be  regarded. 

The  reafoning  by  which  they  fupported  this  propofi- 
tlon  will  appear  extraordinary.  "  The  Conftitution," 
fay  they,  "  could  only  render  the  King  inviolable  while 
he  was  King,  but  it  can  have  no  fuch  cfFeft  now  that 
Royalty  is  abolifhed ;  and  therefore  we  may  now  with 
propriety  try  him  as  a  private  citizen." 

According  to  the  military  law  and  cudom  of  fome 
countries,  an  officer  of  the  army  may  be  condemned  to 
lofe  his  commiffion,  and  to  fervc  in  the  ranks  for  cer- 
tain crimes,  for  which  a  common  foldier  would  be  con- 
demned to  undergo  a  corporal  punifhment  ; — but  no- 
thing fo  unjuil  was  ever  thought  of,  as  firft  to  make  the 
officer  fuffcr  the  puniiTiment  appointed  by  the  military 
code  for  his  crime  as  an  officer,  and  afterwards,  on  the 
pretence  of  his  being  a  common  foldier,  to  infii^t  a  fe- 
cond  punifhment  for  the  fame  crime. 

Other  Deputies  reafon  in  this  manner  : 

The  inviolability  is  very  good  in  ordinary  cafes,  but 
it  is  of  no  ufe  in  the  prefent.  The  people  are  fovcreign, 
independent  of  the  Conflitution,  and  cannot  be  bound 
by  any  law  made  by  the  Conftitution — Louis  X\T. 
n'etoit  Roi  que  par  la  Conftitution :  La  Nation  etoit 
Souverain  fons  Conftitution  et  fans  Roi*. 

Thus  that  metaphyfical  monarch,  Ic  Pcuplc  Souve- 
rain, is  conjured  up,  on  convenient  occafions,  to  an- 
fwer  for  every  kind  of  injullicc  and  cruelty : — he  was 
at  one  time  declared  to  be  the  author  of  the  malfacres 

♦  R>p.  de  Mailhe.  7  Nor.  179:. 
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of  the  prifoners,  on  purpofe  to  fcreen  the  real  murder- 
ers ;  and  in  this  inftance  he  is  brought  forward  to  anni- 
hilate the  nioft  folemn  and  facred  of  all  obligations. 

The  Committee  who  formed  the  Decree  of  Accufa- 
tion  againil  the  Kine,  feem  to  have  been  very  much 
perplexed,  on  account  of  the  force  and  precifion  in 
which  his  inviolability  is  declared,  by  the  Conilitution. 
Maihle,  who  prefented  it  in  their  name  to  the  Conven- 
tion, after  repeating  thk  embarraffing  article,  fays, 
wifh  fome  degree  of  paffion,  "  Cela  veut-il  dire  que  le 
Pxoi,  tant  qu'il  feroit  alTez  adroit  pour  eluder  les  cas  de 
la  dfcheance,  poarroit  impun^ment  s'abandonner  aux 
paffions  les  plus  frroces,  et  feroit-il  quitte  pour  la  perte 
d'un  fceptre  qai  lai  etoit  odieux,  parce  qu'il  n'etoit  pas 
de  fe/  r 

Without  takinor  notice  of  the  falfe  and  childifli  exairse- 
rations  which  his  qucftion  infinuates,  Mailhe  may  be 
anfwered,  that  if  the  King  had  the  addrefs  to  elude  all 
the  cafes  to  which  the  ConlHtution  had  affixed  the  pain 
of  forfeiture  of  the  crown,  he  certainly  ought  not  to  for- 
feit it — and  if  Mailhe  himfelf  were  on  his  trial  for  mur- 
der or  robbery,  and  it  clearly  appeared,  that  the  accu- 
fation  was  falfe,  or,  to  ufe  Mailhe's  expreffion,  that 
he  had  had  the  addrefs  to  elude  thofe  crimes,  I  con- 
fefs  I  fhould  be  for  acquitting  him;  for  whatever  may 
be  the  opinion  and  praftice  of  France,  I  adhere  to  the 
old  notion,  that  a  man,  who  has  the  addrefs  to  be  inno- 
cent, ought  not  to  be  puniflied  as  guilty. 

Nothing  can  be  more  unworthy,  than  for  the  legiila- 
tors  of  a  nation  to  attempt  to  explain  away  the  obvious 
meaning  of  a  propofition  fo  clearly  expreiTed,  as  that  re- 
lating to  the  King's  inviolability  is  by  the  French  Con- 
ftitution;  and  the  arguments  they  haveafed  areas  fophif- 
tical  as  the  attempt  is  unbecoming.  For  my  own  part, 
I  do  not  think  it  extravagant  to  queilion,  whether  Lewis 
XVI.  would  have  accepted  of  a  Conftitution,  had  the 
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intiolabllity  been  explained  to  liim /Z'tTT,  in  tbe  manner 
which  it  is  nc^u  explained.  I  am  convinced  he  would 
not,  if  he  had  thought  that  Danton,  Robefpicrre,  Lc- 
gendre,  and  Marat  were,  in  any  prefumable  cafe  to  be 
his  judges. 

But  had  all  objetTtions  founded  on  the  inviolability  of 
the  King's  perfon  been  removed,  were  it  clear  that 
he  might  have  been  tried  and  dealt  with  as  a  private 
citizen,  for  crimes  laid  to  his  charge  as  a  King ;  ftill  the 
Convention,  as  it  was  compofed,  could  not,  with  any 
colour  of  impartiality,  be  confidcrcd  ns  n  proper  tribu- 
nal for  his  trial:  to  have  rendered  it  fuch,  it  would 
have  been  neccffary  to  remove  all  thofe  who  had  in 
print,  or  from  the  tribune,  declared  thcmfelvcs  con- 
vinced of  his  guilt,  or  in  any  way  manifeiled  a  dcfire 
that  he  fliould  Ix:  executed.  What  jxjffibility  is  there,  for 
example,  that  the  King's  innocence  (hould  Ix^  proved  to 
Saint-Juft,  Deputy  for  the  department  of  I'Aifne,  who, 
in  the  difcourfe  he  read  to  the  Convention,  fays,  "  Le 
proces  doit  ctre  fait  au  Roi,  non  point  pour  le  crime  dc 
fon  adminiftration,  mais  pour  le  crime  d'avoir  etc  Roi : 
on  nc  peut  point  regncr  mnocemment.  Tout  roi  n'eft 
qu'un  rebcllc  et  un  ufurpateur."  And  Robefpicrrc,  in 
the  Society  of  Jacobins,  where  there  were  fcveval  who 
had  been  members  of  the  l.egiflaiivc  Aflcmbly,  and 
were  then  of  the  Convention,  faid,  *'  that  if  the  King 
were  abfohed,  /Aj>'  mud  of  courfe  be  confidcrcd  and 
punifhed  as  rebels."     Were  fuch  men  impartial  judges  ? 

And  if  the  objtdions  to  particular  Deputies  were  en- 
tirely removed,  one  folid  one  remains  a^ainft  the  whole 
AflVmb!},  namely,  that  l^ing  the  King's  accufers,  they 
were  difqualified  from  being  his  jury  or  judges. 

When  we  next  come  to  confidcr  the  nature  of  the 
proofs  in  fupport  of  the  accufaiion,  .ind  the  manner  ia 
which  they  were  obtained,  the  force  of  the  obje^ons 
agair.ft  them  is  obvious  and  llriking.  'I  he  paj'>crs  found 
in  the  King's  cabinet  on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  ihulc 
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afterwards  difcox'^ered  in  the  iron  cheft  in  the  wall  of  the 
Tuilleries,  are  not  fair  and  legal  evidence — becaufe  pa- 
pers may  have  been  introduced  and  mixed  with  the 
others  by  the  King's  enemies ;  ^becaufe  papers  may  have 
been  loft  or  removed  which  would  have  explained  and 
accounted  for  what  appears  criminal  in  others ;  becaufe 
a  perfon's  having  criminal  papers  in  his  cuftody,  is  no 
proof  that  he  approves  of,  or  is  even  acquainted  with 
their  contents ;  and  fiill  lefs  of  his  intending  to  adopt 
the  opinions,  or  follow  the  plans  or  counfels  of  the  writers. 

Let  us  farther  fuppofe,  that  all  the  papers  prefented 
to  the  Convention  are  the  genuine  papers  found  in  the 
King's  clofet,  without  any  having  been  added  or  fub- 
ftrafted  ;  ftill  they  do  not  conftitute  a  proof  of  his  hav- 
ing formed  any  fcheme  of  deftroying  the  Conftitution, 
or  betraying  the  country  to  its  enemies. 

.  Briflbt  in  his  writings.,  Louvet  and  Barbaroux  in  their 
fpeeehes  to  the  Convention,  afTert,  that  they,  and  their 
alTociates,  brought  about  the  Revolution  of  the  loth  of 
Auguft,  with  a  view  to  eftablifh  a  Republic.  They 
were  fo  precife  and  minute  on  this  important  point,  as 
even  to  particularife  the  place. — It  was  at  Charenton, 
as  they  declared,  that  the  meafure  of  attacking  the  King 
in  his  palace  wds  determined  on ;  it  was  at  firft  agreed 
to  be  on  the  29th  of  July,  but  afterwards  poftponed  to 
the  loth  of  Auguft.  Danton,  Robefpierre,  and  Chabot, 
infift  that  this  honor  belongs  to  them.  Pction,  who  had 
been  fent  for  by  the  King,  who  was  actually  in  the 
palace  as  a  Civil  Magiftrate,  and  in  the  charat^er  of  a' 
mediator,  early  that  morning,  was  afterwards  very 
much  hurt,  becaufe  Robefpierre  infinuated  that  he  had 
very  little  (hare  in  the  infurreflion  of  the  loth  of  Auguft. 
**  Les  hommes,"  fays  he,  in  his  letter  to  Robefpierre, 
"  qui  fe  font  attribue  la  gloire  de  cette  journee,  font 
les  hommes  a  qui  elie  appartient  le  moins ;  elle  eft  due 
aux  brave  federis,  et  a  leur  direBoire  fccret  qui  concertait 
depuis  long  tempi  le  plan  de  rinfurreiiion"     And  in  his. 

D  d  2 
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letter  to  the  Society  of  Jacobins  l.e  claims  his  own  right 
to  part  of  the  glory  :  "  Je  n'aipas  peu  coutribui,"  fays 
Petion,  "a  amener  la  journce  du  lo  Aout."  After 
this,  how  cookl  any  mtn  of  common  fenfc,  and  com- 
mon candor,  hear  with  patience  the  King  accufcd  of 
bcing^hc  aggrcflbr  on  that  occafion  ?  Yet  this,  was  done 
in  the  aCi  of  accufation,  and  repeated  by  many  of  the 
members  in  their  fpeeches  during  the  procefs. 

Finally,  let  it  be  fuppofed,  that  the  perfon  of  the 
King  was  not  rendered  inviolable  by  the  Conftitution  ; 
that  the  Convention  was  the  proper  tribunal  by  which 
he  ought  to  have  been  tried  ;  that  the  papers  were  un- 
exceptionable evidence  ;  and  that  the  proof  againll  him 
was  convincing :  after  all  this  has  been  admitted,  ftill 
at  is  clear  that  it  was  moft  inexpedient  and  unwife  in  the 
National  Convention  to  decree  his  execution,  bccaufc 
it  would  exafperate  many  of  the  Princes  of  Europe  ; 
and  if  it  pleafcd  any,  it  would  afford  even  them  a  pre- 
text for  making  war  with  France;  thus  creating  new 
enemies  to  their  infant  Republic,  and  ftrengthcning  the 
hands  of  the  old. 

Becaufe  the  great  obje(fl  of  punifhment  is  to  prevent, 
and  not  to  avenge  crimes ;  and  in  a  republic  tiie  fame 
cafe  cculd  nevAliMain  occur. 


liv^a 


Becaufe  a  livJRg  and  dethroned  King  would  have  been 
Icfs  interefting  Vo  the  public,  and  therefore  lefs  formi- 
dablc  to  the  prefent  govcrpment  of  France,  than  a 
young  Frince,  whcfe  chara<^er  calumny  could  not  touch, 
sjid  whofc  father  had  been  beheaded. 

A  French  lady,  diftinguifhed  for  wit,  having  remark- 
ed the  ingenuity  of  a  footman  belonging  to  a  man  of 
high  ciuahty,  who  was  as  tjgly  and  ftupid  as  his  fcrvant 
was  the  reverfe,  faid,  «•  II  faut  avoucr  que  la  Nature 
Xi'eft  pas  Ariftocrate."-— If  Nature  has  been  partial  to 
democracy,  it  muft  be  confefl'ed,  however,  that  the 
Deroocratcs  of  France  have  been  moft  ungrateful  to  lu- 
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tore,  by  violating  all  her  laws,  and  wounding  all  her 
feelings. 

The  records  of  mankind  Qxhibit  no  example  of 
crimes  deliberately  committed,  attended  with  fo  many 
circumftances  of  wanton  unrelenting  cruelty,  and  fo 
evidently  pernicious  to  the  caufe  of  the  perpetrators. 
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tion, &c.  Written  in  familiar  dialogues,  in  order  to 
render  it  more  eafy,  pleafant,  and  diverting  to  the  lear- 
ner, with  forae  obfervations  on  Mr.  Neale's  Patent 
Gfcbes. 

Seneca's  Morals,  by  way  of  abftract ;  to  Vr  hich  is  ad- 
ded, a  difcourfe,  under  the  title  of  an  After  Thought. 
Adorned  with  cuts. 

The  Blind  Chikd,  or  Anecdotes  of  tl||^  Wyndham  Fa- 
mily. Written  for  the  ufe  of  young  people,  cmbel- 
lifhed  with  a  handfome  engraved  frontifpiece.  By  a 
Lady-     Price  neatly  bound,  one  third  of  a  dollar. 

(l^  The  above  A^aluable  little  v/ork  has  been  writ- 
ten with  the  laudable  hope  of  reprefling  that  excefilve 
foftnefs  of  heart,  which  too  frequently  involves  its  pof- 
feffbr  in  a  train  of  evils,  and  which  is  by  no  means  true 
fenjihiliiy,  that  exqufite  gift  of  heaven,  which  cannot  be 
eileemed  too  highly ;  though  its  ahufe  fliould  ferve  more 
more  and  more  to  convince,  it  can  never  be  fufiiciently 
difcou  raged. 

The  Calendar  of  Nature  :  deiigned  for  the  inftruc- 
tion  and  entertainment  of  young  perfons. 

Sacred  Extrasfts,  or  Books  and  Chapters  feleded  from 
the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  for  the  ufe  of  fchools. 

Genlis's  LefTons  of  a  Governefs  to  her  Pupils,  2  vols. 

The  Young  Miffes  Magazine  ;  containing  dialogues 
between  a  governefs  and  feveral  young  ladies  of  quality, 
to  her  fcholars.  By  M.  Le  P.  de  Beaumont,  4  vols. 

^^he  fame  in  French j   2  torn, 

Bennet's  Letters  to  a  Young  Lady  ;  to  which  is  pre- 
fixed, llridures  on  Female  Education. 

Lavater's  Effays  on  Phyfiognomy  ;  for  the  promotion 
of  the  knowledge  and  the  love  of  mankind,  embellifhed 
with  a  number  of  elegant  engravings. 

Frazer's  New  Practice  of  Cookery, 
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Watts,  on  tljc  Improvement  of  the  Mind,  or  a  fupplr 
mcnt  to  the  Art  of  Ltigic  ;  to  which  is  added,  a  dif- 
courfcon  tl;c  f^urarjon  of  Children  and  You;h. 

The  Arabian  Niijhts  Entertainment,  a  new  tranfla- 
ti(^n,   2  vols. 

The  Jliad  of  Homer,  tranflated  by  Mr.  Pope,  4V< 

The  Iliad  and   Gdyffey  of  Homer,   tranflaied  ii. 
EngiKh"  blank  verfc.  By  \V.  Cowper,  2  vols. 

Blair's  Ledurcs  on  Rhetoric  and  Belles  Lcttrcifc  2 
vols. 

Bagnell'f  new  tranflation  of  Tclemachus,  in  EngliOi 
vcrfc,  2  vols. 

Emilius  and^o;  liia  ;  or  a  new  ryficm  of  educatio". 
By  J.  J.  Rouflfim,  4  vols. 

Gay's  tables,  embcUilhed  vuth  a  number  of  Engra- 
vings, 

A  new  Gazetteer  of  France,  illuflratcd  with  a  map, 
divided  into  depanments,  3  vols. 

The  Britiih  Plut art  !i,  including  a  compendious  vie.v 
of  the  hirtoiy  of  }  ng' and  to  the  prefeni  time,  8  vols. 

The  Golden  C;ibinet,  being  the  laboratory  or  the 
handmaid  to  the  arts,  containing  fuch  branches  of  iiTe- 
ful  knowledge  a-,  nearly  concerns  all  ranks  of  people. 

Letters  fnn  n  American  Farmer,  defcribing  cer- 
tain provincial  ntuatijns,  manners  rad  cuftoms,  and 
conveying  fome  idea  of  the  liate  ^  the  people  of 
North  America.     By  J.  flexor  St.  John; 

Gi'ldfmith's  Mifcellaneous  Eflays  and  Poems. 

Paul  and  Mary,  an  Indian  llcry  ;  to  which  is  added 
the  Indian  Cottage.  From  the  French  of  Mens,  de 
St.  Pierre. — This  ftory  has  been  lately  pubhfhcd 
amongft  other  works  of  a  very  different  nature  by  M. 
dc  St.  Pierre,  who  refided  in  the  country  which  it 
dcfcrilx^d,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  the  principal 
fads. — Itsornamcntsare — rhcl.'*ndfcapc — the  climate — 
and  the  natural  hiftory  of  tlie  Torrid  Zone,  obfervrd 
with  the  eye  of  taftc,  and  delinated  with  the  accuracy 
of  phllofophical  knowledge.  It  i  a  paftoral,  of  which 
the  fable  and  the  machinery  may  be  laid  to  be  equally 
true.     To  tlicfc  arc  added  the  enlarged  views,  the  pure 
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vein  of  moral  iwftrU(5^ion,.  and  the  fublime  ideas  of  re- 
ligion, which  charafterife  the  pen  of  M.  de  St.  Pierre. 

Rabaut  de.St.  Etienne's  hiftory  of  the  Revolution  of 
F  ranee.  '  *■ 

Chriilie's  Letters  on  the  Revolution  of  France. 

Burke's  Works,  colle<5led  in  three  volumes. 

Refledions  on  the  Revolution  in  France. 


Paine's  Rights  of  Man ;  alio  his  Letter  to  the  Ad- 

efTers.    •  ^4ft-  *. 

Necker's  Eflay^B^'the  true  pifciciples  of  Executive 


Power  in  great  ftdtes,    -    m|  -'^I^^Lt^^ 

Maritis  Travels throftfgliGy rus^pfta,  and  Paleiline ; 
with  a  general  hiftory  of  the  Levant,  2  vols, 

Bruce's  "Jpravels  to  difcover  the  Source  of  the  Nile, 
6  vols.     •  ' 

Twifs's  Travels  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  2  vols. 
'^winton's  Travles  into   Norv«?ay,    Denmark,    and 
Ruffia. 

Imlay's  Defcription  of  the  State  of  Kentucky — 
being  a  complete  account  of  the  weflern  territory  q£ 
North- America. 

Biigh's  voyage  to  the  South  Sea, ^including  an  ac- 
count of  the  mutiny, on  board  the  (hip  Bounty. 

Brydone's  Tour  through  Sicily  and  Malta. 

Bofwell's  1^]^  of  Dodor  Samuel  Johnfon,  3  vols. 

Spirnovc's  ttanflation  pf  a  Survey  of  the  Ruffian  Em- 
pire publil"lie(J'at  Peterfburg. 

Coxe's  Travels  in  Switzerland,* mMIi  the  country  of 
of  the  Grifons,  2  vols.  8vo.         ^^^r    • 

The  Gentleman's  Pocket  LibraiyV  containing  Chef- 
terfield's  Principles  of  Politenefs — CEconomy  of  Hu- 
man Life — Rochefoucault's  Moral  Re3e(^ions — Lava- 
ter's  Aphorifms  on  Man — The  Polite  Philofopher — 
Lord  Burghley's  Ten  Precepts — The  Way  to  Wealth — 
Seleft  Sentences — Detached  Sentences — Old  Italian 
Proverbs — Spaniih  Proverbs — Engliib  Proverbs — and  a 
Tablet  of  Memory  to  the  preient  time.  .^:<^^'^-' 

Henry's  Hiftory  of  Great-Britain,  5  vols.  Sv^o. 

Hawkins's  Life  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon. 
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The  ^'!ilro^,  a   ,  ical  paper  publillied  at  Kv 

burgh,  by  the  editor  ot  the  Lounger,  2  vols. 

I'^iuicKls   hiltory  of   Philofophy.    '■' :    *'■ 

ii.;us    to  timiicginning  of  the  pr.         . 
8  vo.  ^^  T    -     - 


iV'T-irrvn* 


aiHiCljamber'shiftoiitnd  meinoirs  of  the 


!cmy  of  Sciences  at 
,    9  vols. 

nalogy  of  |leligionji 
of  theililves,  cha 
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thoTc    I 
Jefus  Chrift, 
d  ridge. 

Points 
irrijD,     aad^dl 
:r    '  •  and  cotimercv 
:rn's  juilicc  oi" 
8  vo. 
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nd  wrifiniTs  of  #x 


iFmiimlc 
Philip 


»? 


of   d)\    } 
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UK 


ris  new  Law   Dictionary,  jnt 

lullock's  Law  of  Colb.        • 
lOquity  Cafes  abridged,  a  na^'  edition, 


Collection  of  IntcrrooatoiK 

u !;n?il'js  in'courts  ot  equity. 
V  ^oIls  in  Chancery,  8vo. 
'     >  r^'s  Kifay.on'ContingcJit  R' 
i     toll's  I'recedcnts  in  P;iilram'^ 


c\aminatirr. 


.niqdei 


llau  kins'  A 


bdjj^Mpc  of  Coki 

tfiHHk  Iiad, 
arnnvTv^ommon, 


VTfaid  Storflpik  liad,  a-  iBTgc  and   general  af- 
;ncnt  of   FamWy,  T^ommon,    anj-  Po- 
-log  Hooks,  Primers,  Watts'i>  lYalms 
^     iring  Paper  of  all  kinds,  Blank  Books  ot  vari<MM>  li/c5, 

Cv  ilils  Wax,  WuferH,  Ink  Powder,  Amerii -/*  ' 

Vvh  Playing  Cards,  Pockct-Books,  Pen-kr.: 

ALSO  — 

it*Hjl  artortment   of  Books,  in  all  jhc   varioiij 
'".    ^.»w>  of  literature. 
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